
BAGPIPES AND BREWS - Members of the Uxbridge Legion Pipes and Drums launched a flashmob at the Uxbridge Farmers’ Market and the Second Wedge Brewing
Co. on Father’s Day. Dressed in their “summer casual” best, they did the flashmob “mostly for our love of the pipes and drums”. Appearances like this also help to raise
awareness of the band in the community, as it’s a teaching band that loves to recruit new students! Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Just months after being hired, and only a cou-
ple of weeks after he made his first appearance
before Uxbridge council, Randy Bird has been
ousted as the York Durham Heritage Railway’s
(YDHR) chief executive officer.

That came after an annual general meeting
in late April at which there were rumblings of
discontent among the membership over Bird's
handling of his new job.

New president Ron Layton said Bird was
hired a few months ago "at a fairly steep rate.
He tried to make it (YDHR) his own, not our
vision."

Much of Bird's vision for YDHR was con-
tained in his presentation to council on April
15, and included growing YDHR's payroll to
"exceed $500,000" this year, creating a "Dis-
ney-style" look for the rail yard, erecting a large
work shed, putting in parking for up to 300
cars and fencing in all of the Uxbridge rail site,

with the exception of the train station itself.
In an interview with the Cosmos last week,

Layton said Bird was running the operation in
an authoritarian manner, noting that Bird
would not show his proposed presentation to
council to any YDHR officers beforehand.
In his April council presentation, Bird said he

had joined Waterloo Central Railway about
three years ago when it was "near bankruptcy"
and increased sales to $4 million from under
$200,000. However, Norm Etheridge, an offi-
cial with that railway, told the Cosmos that the
bankruptcy claim was exaggerated, and al-
though Bird did increase sales, his $4 million
figure was also an exaggeration.

Although Bird is gone, YDHR will continue
to work on some of the ideas he presented to
council.

On the payroll issue, Layton said the new
chief operating officer, John Perks of Oshawa,
two office workers and a contract worker are
the only paid positions on YDHR, but added

that payments are also made to special events
workers such as entertainers. He said upcoming
events like the planned Polar Express require
trained performers.

"Polar Express is basically a Broadway show
on the train," he said.

Perks, who was also at the interview, said the
entertainers have to be paid at union rates. He
added, however, that 90 per cent of YDHR
workers are volunteers and the payroll likely
would be under $500,000.
Layton said YDHR is still looking at the fenc-

ing proposal, noting there are laws against tres-
passing on railway property. When Bird
proposed fencing off the site, a couple of coun-
cillors noted that Uxbridge residents have long
crossed the railway tracks at the station as a
short-cut from downtown to King Street and
beyond. But Layton said the fencing is aimed
at making the site safe for people in town and
increasing security.

...continued on page 3

YDHR on track for season despite CEO derailment 

When the Bank says NO, call me!
Have or Need a Mortgage?
Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250 Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best Interest Rate
Highlights of what I can do for you
• Self Employed              • Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages     • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063 

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

COUNTRY SETTING AT VICTORIA CORNERS
Yet  less than 10 min to town. Approx 1/2 acre, 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, main floor laundry room, garage/workshop with 
hydro can comfortably fit 4 cars plus room for more toys.  

Offered for sale at $589,900. 
For more info, call Marie at 416-970-8979.
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Uxbridge at a Glance

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca   
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Council & Committee Meetings
Schedule for the month of June, 2019
Monday, June 24: Council meeting, 7:00 pm

Schedule for the month of July, 2019
Monday, July 15: Council meeting, 10:00 am

Proclamation for the month of June
National Indigenous Peoples Day - June 21

Notice of Passing of Development Charges By-Law
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES ACT, 1997, S.O. 1997, c.27

TAKE NOTICE that on Monday, May 13, 2019, the Council of Le Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge passed By-law No. 2019-076 under Section 2 of the Development Charges Act, 1997, which
imposes Township-wide development charge rates.

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or organization may appeal to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal
in respect to the by-law by Jling with the Clerk of Le Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge, not later
than Monday, June 24, 2019, a notice of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the reasons in
support of the objection.

Le charges in the aforementioned by-law will apply to all new residential and non-residential development,
subject to certain terms, conditions and limited exemptions as identiJed therein.

Development charges are levied against new development to pay for the increased capital costs related to
the provision of such Township services as General Government, Library Services, Fire and Rescue, Animal
Control, Parks and Recreation, Public Works and Township Engineering. Le development charges imposed
by the by-law are as follows:

Both the residential and non-residential development charge rates are in eIect as of May 13, 2019. Copies
of the by-law can be viewed and downloaded at the Township of Uxbridge website at www.uxbridge.ca. Le
complete development charges by-law can also be examined at the Township Clerk’s OKce from 8:30 am
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday at the address shown below. 
A key map has not been included in this notice as the Township-wide development charges applies to all
lands located within the boundaries of the Township of Uxbridge.
For further information, please contact the Clerk’s OKce at 905-852-9181. 
DATED at Le Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge this 24th day of May, 2019.

Debbie Leroux, Township Clerk
Le Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge, ON L9P 1H1

Street Sweeping
Street sweeping is ongoing, weather permitting.
Please try not to park on the streets during this
time. Any areas that are missed due to parked cars
will be redone after all sweeping is complete. Lis
schedule rotates annually.

Schedule for sweeping:
1. S/W corner of town – COMPLETED
2. S/E corner of town – COMPLETED 
3. N/E corner of town – COMPLETED
4. Rural subdivisions and hamlets – IN

PROGRESS
5. N/W corner of town
6. Town parking lots

For complete details, visit
uxbridge.ca/news_Spring_Street_Sweeping_Sc
hedule_Quadrant_3_Complete

Bids & Tenders
QUOTE Q19-07:  
One (1) 4x4  ½-TON TRUCK 
Quotes will be received until 2:00 p.m. local time
Friday, June 21, 2019.

TENDER U19-17: Fe Great Trail – Ewen –
Brookdale Trail Re-build
Sealed tenders will be received until 2:00 p.m.
local time Friday, June 28, 2019.
TENDER U19-22: Tree Removal

TENDER U19-20: Testing, Inspection &
Maintenance of Fire Extinguishers
Sealed tenders will be received until 2:00 p.m.
local time Tuesday, July 9, 2019.

Fese documents are posted at
uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders under Current
Bid Opportunities.

From The Tax Office: 2019 Final Tax Bill
Residential, Managed Forest and Farmland Final Property Tax Bills were mailed May 29, 2019.  Payments
for these bills are due on the following due dates: 

FIRST Tax Installment is due on June 26, 2019.
SECOND Tax Installment is due on September 26, 2019.

Commercial, Industrial and Multi-Residential Final Property Tax Bills were mailed June 6th, 2019.
Payments for these bills are due on the following due dates:

FIRST Tax Installment is due on July 16, 2019.
SECOND Tax Installment is due on September 26, 2019.

For non-payment of a tax levy on or before the respective due dates of each installment, a penalty of 1.25%
shall be imposed on the Jrst day of each calendar month and thereafter in which the default continues.
Failure to receive a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from responsibility for payment of taxes nor
liability of any penalty or interest due to late payments.  Le penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or
reduced by the Tax Department or Council for any reason.

Tax payments can be made: in person by Interac, Cheque or Cash; by Mail (Post-dated cheques are
accepted); Telephone & Internet banking; Drop box at Town Hall (No Cash please); or at most Financial
Institutions.  Credit Cards and E-Transfers are NOT accepted for tax payments.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2019 FINAL TAX BILL FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. If a reprinted
tax bill, receipt or Statement of Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee of $12.00 will apply.

If you did not receive your 2019 Final Tax Bill, please call the Tax Department at 905-852-9181 ext. 211.

Notice of Board Appointment
Le Council of the Township of Uxbridge is now
inviting applications from members of the public
who are qualiJed electors of the Township of
Uxbridge and wish to have their names considered
for appointment to the Property Standards
Committee.

Any persons interested in oIering their services by
accepting an appointment to this Committee are
invited to submit a letter of interest along with a
completed Volunteer - Committee Member
Application Form, available at the Clerk’s
Department or on the Township of Uxbridge
website under Committees and Initiatives,
http://uxbridge.ca/committees_and_initiatives,
to the undersigned by Friday, June 21, 2019. 

Any questions regarding this appointment may be
directed to the undersigned.

Debbie Leroux
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1T1

Telephone: 905-852-9181
Email: dleroux@uxbridge.ca

FREE ADMISSION

Employment Opportunities
SUMMER STUDENT: ASST. TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT COORD.
Please submit a resume with cover letter by June 20,
2019, to tourism@uxbridge.ca or by mail to Lisa
John-Mackenzie, Uxpool, 1 Parkside Dr., Uxbridge
L9P 1K7

Complete details are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

YDHR - DAY OUT 
WITH THOMASTM 

Various positions required 
for August 9, 10, 11, 16, 
17, 18. Please apply 
online by July 11, 2019 
ydhr.ca/thomas-jobs/



YDHR on track, from page 1

"We're being pro-active," he said.
"We've been lax on security over
the years. Cameras won't stop
vandalism."

Ward 1 councillor Pam Beach
said "doing it the way we've al-
ways done it doesn't cut it any-
more."
Among special runs planned for

this year are two in July: Winnie's
Train Festival on July 6 and the
Teddy Bear Train on July 7. Later
in the year will be the Polar Ex-

press and the Santa Train.
"It's a new day at YDHR," Perks

said. "We needed a shake-up, but
we could have done without the
drama."

As mayor, I get to participate in a lot
of great events, but two recent events
made me incredibly proud of our
community and I felt humbled to
live amongst such wonderful people.

e first was the amazing D-Day
tribute to Uxbridge veteran Fred
Barnard. Our community is second-
to-none in terms of remembering
our veterans, and the June 6 D-Day
ceremony was no exception. Special
thanks to Tish MacDonald for in-
spiring the community to come to-
gether to honour Fred and his fellow
veterans. 

e second event was our im-
promptu Toronto Raptor’s Game 5
viewing party. It was gratifying to see
how many businesses and individu-
als came together to make Jurassic
Park North happen on June 10. It
was a great night and it wouldn’t
have been possible without the
amazing cooperation and “Raptor’s
Spirit” in our community. ank
you to everyone who participated in
either of these events.
Another event of which I am proud

is our annual Canada Day celebra-
tion, which is on July 1 at Elgin
Park, starting at 5:30 p.m. We will
name the 2019 Citizen of the Year,
and we are grateful to the York
Durham Heritage Railway for part-
nering with us to present this won-
derful family celebration. Leah
Daniels is headlining a great line-up
of live music, and she is organizing
the “Rock the ‘Bridge” competition,
where the next generation of famous
Uxbridge musicians will perform. 

Regional Councillor Highet and I
are both very engaged at the Region
and we have been working on several
files to ensure that Uxbridge receives
its fair share of value for our tax dol-

lars. I have heard from many of you
that you are disappointed with my
support for the Regional vote for
Airport Development in North Pick-
ering. is was a difficult decision
for me as I am not necessarily pro-
airport, and I certainly don’t want to
see our greenspace compromised.
is land was expropriated nearly 50
years ago in anticipation of building
a future airport and I support having
an airport provided there is demand
for additional capacity in the GTA.
I believe that, with or without my
support (the vote was 20 for and six
against), an airport will be built there
at some point in future decades. e
Township of Uxbridge needs a
strong voice at the table when those
airport lands are planned because it
will give us the opportunity to en-
sure the impacts of that airport are
taken into account and Uxbridge is
not adversely affected. I am working
very hard to make sure that we will
have representation on that file mov-
ing forward. A vote against the air-
port would have helped my
reputation short-term in Uxbridge,
but it would have weakened our
township’s ability to shape how an
airport affects our residents in the fu-
ture. So I made the difficult choice
to support it in order to be able to
influence it.
I am happy to report that all coun-

cillors have been providing input to
our local Durham Regional Police
detachment and we have seen an in-
crease in the enforcement of traffic
offenses in our various communities.
Please drive respectfully on our
streets and highways. You can call
DRPS at 905-579-1520 to report
road safety concerns. If you see an
incident in progress, call 911. 
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Mount Albert

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

6 Princess St., Mount Albert  (905)473-2341
sales@mahhbc.com

LUMBER
We’ve got your

Serving your area since 1990.

Let us be your local Home Hardware!

UXBRIDGE DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Buy 6 gallons of beauti-tone paint and the 7th is free

New and improved
paint department!

BUY 6 GET
ONE FREE!

Our full service lumber yard 
for all your projects this summer

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Choose your own pace. All levels of experience welcome.
Mix strength training & cardio. Bring yourself, your friends & your yoga mat.

Meet on Tues., Wed., Thurs. evenings, at 6:30 p.m.
at the Splash Pad, next to the Uxbridge Arena, beginning June 25.

Only $10 / class!

Text Meredith at 905-213-9033 to be a STRONGgirl

Outdoor Fitness for Women!
Start Now & Feel Great this Summer!

Fun, fast, 50-minute
work-outs - outdoors!

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

BBQ TONIGHT - YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO...
STEAKS, KEBABS - YOU WANT ‘EM, WE’VE GOT ‘EM!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

A note from Dave’s desk
column by Mayor Dave Barton

Feeling community pride Possible new look for lower Brock?: In
a report to council regarding the fed-
eral government's one-time top-up
of its gas tax funding, treasurer
Donna Condon indicated township
staff would like to see a new look for
lower Brock Street.
In March, Uxbridge received a pay-

ment equal to the $650,000-plus it
had received from the fund in 2018
in addition to the 2019 payment of
$642,000. e township has five
years to spend the money, but it
must go to infrastructure.
Condon's report said township staff

has proposed that some of the
money - $350,000 - be spent on im-
proving the lower end of Brock
Street, with changes to the sidewalks,
accessibility improvements, new
street lighting to provide better illu-
mination, surveillance cameras and
more over the next two years.

Her report recommended that
council approve the Brock Street im-
provements.
Mayor Dave Barton said there have

not yet been any specific reports or
recommendations on what the pro-
posed improvements would involve
or look like, especially on changes to
sidewalks.
Rec rates going up: Parks and recre-
ation manager Amanda Ferraro, now
known as director of community
services, provided council with a re-
port on rates for municipal recre-
ational facilities and programs that
will see an average increase of three
per cent on fees charged.

Ferraro said the rates are reviewed
every two years.
Her report said fees for "pay as you

go" services such as public skating
sessions and public swimming will
remain unchanged while the rest of
the increases are in line with neigh-
bouring municipalities.

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the June 17
Council Meeting
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The drive between Canadian Tire
and the Walmart area is a traffic lane
for the ease of shoppers. All too often
I find when making this drive that I
am stopped because of the overflow
of self-entitled coffee drinkers who
feel that their coffee comes before
flow of traffic. I have  even been
stopped by individuals who block the
lane by their stopped left turn be-

cause they are afraid another coffee
drinker coming the other way may
jump ahead of them. 

There is ample room in the drive
through lane within Tim Hortons
drive, and I understand that a drive-
through is necessary for the disabled
or moms with children. However,
when this drive-through lane is full it
does not  give one the right to block

the way in a public traffic area.   
I know this is a radical thought, but

if the drive-through lane is full, go
park your vehicle and go into the
shop and get your coffee. Just once,
think of others and how your actions
may impact others.

Ron Dempsey
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

What would the reaction in Uxbridge be if it were announced that there
would be no Uxbridge Fall Fair in September? Would there be outcry, dismay
and disappointment, or would people just shrug their shoulders and say “who
cares?”

We’re willing to bet that the former would occur, that there would be real
sadness if this mainstay of Uxbridge life, this 155 year-old tradition, were to
die. But die it may if no one cares enough to take it on.

We’re being a bit alarmist here, but with just cause. The Cosmos had a sit-
down with Uxbridge Fall Fair manager Dave Dickie and president Bev Latva
not long ago, and what we learned during our chat scared us. Our Fall Fair
really is on the endangered species list, and it’s not, believe or not, because of
a lack of money to run it. It’s due to a lack of people. The Fair Board is des-
perate for people to join and learn, not just for Fair weekend, but for the en-
tire year.
Says Dave, “A succession plan is a real concern. What do we do when us, or

[Rick and Nancy] the Hannahs, aren’t able to do it all anymore? What hap-
pens then?”
Both Bev and Dave are also convinced that many people in Uxbridge have

the misconception that the Fall Fair is put on by the Corporation of the
Township of Uxbridge. It’s not. It’s a separate entity, entirely unto itself, and
run as such. 
The cost of staging each Fair is about $130,000. The Board that manages the
event is not a Committee of Council and relies heavily on sponsorship for
funding.

But as mentioned earlier, it’s not so much the money the Fair needs as it is
the bodies to do the work. The Fair board currently consists of 18 directors
and four executive. Dave says that board members are constantly overlapping
jobs, which, in his words, is “ok, but I tell you, it leads to burn out, and that’s
where we are now.” 
Dave is quick to note that future Fair volunteers don’t have to have a back-

ground in fair or event planning, they just need to be able to think, to have
ideas and to stick with it. As he said, many of the current volunteers have
been putting on the Fall Fair for longer than many of us have lived here.
The Fair does get much-appreciated help through the partnerships its form-

ing with other local organizations. The Bonner Boys do the Demolition
Derby. The Uxbridge Horsemen’s Association oversees the horse activities.
This takes a bit of the workload off the board, but it still wants people who
are computer and social media savvy, people who are skilled at writing grants,
people who are willing to commit the time and effort. The time commitment
isn’t huge - one meeting a month, and then a pretty full week leading up to
and including Fair weekend. 

This year’s fair, with the theme “Farm Boots and Country Roots,” will be
Sept. 6 - 8. On Thursday, June 27, Boston Pizza is hosting an Uxbridge Fair
Celebrity Server day. Fair Board members will be there - while they’re bring-
ing you your meal, ask them some questions about volunteering with the
Fair. If you can help before, during or after the Fair, please contact Bev at
chalngr@sympatico.ca

It just won’t be fair if Uxbridge loses its Fall Fair. Give it a Fair chance -
you’ll be doing the future of fall fairs a big favour. 

Our two cents
We stand to lose a Fair bit

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

e Regional Municipality of
Durham Works Department is advis-
ing residents of road closures and
lane restrictions on Zephyr Road
(Regional Road 13), from Conces-
sion 5 to 750 metres east of Conces-
sion 5.

ese restrictions/closures will
occur starting Monday, June 24
through to Monday, July 22. Some
lane restrictions will occur intermit-

tently from Monday, June 17 to Fri-
day, August 30. Please be advised
that unfavourable weather conditions
may influence the work schedule.
Work being done includes road ex-

cavation, laying of a new road base
and asphalt, culvert replacements,
ditching, new storm sewer, concrete
curb and gutter, and installation of a
steel beam guide rail.
e Region realizes that the work is

disruptive, and will make every effort
to complete the work as quickly and
efficiently as possible. Drivers are
asked to exercise caution for the
safety of pedestrians, cyclists and the
work crews.

For more information about Re-
gional construction, design and en-
vironmental assessment projects, visit
durham.ca/WorksProjects.

Zephyr Road summer road closures

e jackpot may not yet be huge, but
purchasing a Catch the Ace progres-
sive lottery ticket is still a win for
both the ticket holder and three local
charitable organizations.

Many Uxbridge residents and fam-
ilies already purchase Catch the Ace
tickets on a weekly basis because they
know the money supports Uxbridge.
And as was evidenced earlier this
year, many, more jump in as the jack-
pot grows and the $5 ticket starts to
look more attractive. 
For those not “in the know,” 50 per

cent of a $5 contribution goes to-
ward the weekly prize payout and
building of the progressive jackpot.
e other 50 per cent - $56,000
from the first draw alone - was shared
by Jumpstart Uxbridge, Uxbridge
Legion Branch #170 and the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge.

e Legion is not just a meeting
place for Veterans and their families.
It’s also the home of many wartime
artifacts, to remind visitors of the
horrors of war. Uxbridge’s Legion is
a very important institution to the
community. It also provides a meet-
ing and training facility for various
community organizations at little or
no charge, such as the Pipe band,
Uxbridge Swim Club, uxperience,
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital,
North Durham Community Services
and the Uxbridge Cadet Corp #76.

Jumpstart Uxbridge, a local initia-
tive sponsored by Pat Higgins/Cana-
dian Tire Uxbridge, provides access
to organized sport for those who
would not normally be able to afford
it. In addition, it runs school pro-
grams that are designed for all chil-
dren, to assist them in overall

development and focus. Last year
Jumpstart Uxbridge supported over
1,600 local youth in various pro-
grams and with funding assistance
for registration.
Finally, just a partial list of what the

Rotary Club of Uxbridge supports
locally: Uxbridge Youth Centre, Blue
Heron Literacy Festival, Uxbridge
Music Scholarship Trust, UOIT
Scholarship, Precious Minds, Grand-
view Children’s Centre, Durham
Farm and Rural Family Resources,
Durham College Centre for Collab-
orative Education, uxperience,
Brushamania and Uxbridge Blood
Donor Clinics. e list goes on.

Your $5 “Catch the Ace” ticket is
not only a chance to win the weekly
progressive lottery, but an investment
in the many programs and services
available to all ages in Uxbridge.

Smaller jackpot is still a big community win
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As of eight days from now, there will be little
to no help for animals in Ontario who are vic-
tims of mistreatment or neglect. Dear Reader,
let that fact sink in a little.
On June 28, the Ontario Society for the Pre-

vention of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA) will
cease investigating any complaints of cruelty,
causing suffering or neglect. They were going
to have to do that at the end of the year any-
way, given that an Ontario court ruled in Jan-
uary that the OSPCA's police powers to
enforce federal and provincial animal cruelty
laws were unconstitutional since it is a private
organization. The court gave the government
a year to solve the problem.

But, for some reason, the OSPCA decided
to stop looking into cruelty and neglect cases
six months before it had to, leaving nothing
to take its place. From here on in, most cases
of animal cruelty and neglect will have to be
handled by police. Now of course, every po-
lice force on the planet claims to be under-
manned, but taking over the cases the
OSPCA used to handle will just add to their
workload. However, there's a small helping
hand from the ministry of agriculture which
will take on cases of agricultural animal mis-
treatment.

So what is the government doing about the
situation? It is sending out members of its
team, like Pickering-Uxbridge MPP and cab-
inet member Peter Bethlenfalvy, to gather the
opinions of municipal leaders and look for
others to take on the OSPCA role. Bethlen-
falvy came to Uxbridge last Friday, along with
a representative from the community safety
ministry, and met with Mayor Dave Barton,
Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis
and Chief Bylaw Officer Kristina Bergeron.
Svelnis said they told the MPP that it would

be difficult for local animal control services to
handle the wide spectrum of cases that the
OSPCA dealt with.
Clerk Debbie Leroux said the township's an-

imal control officers don't get involved in
cases of cruelty or neglect, noting that the lo-
cals are only allowed to pick up stray dogs and
cats - and the occasional stray bunny - and
have no authority to seize an animal from its
owner. She said even if they located a puppy
mill the only thing they could is charge the
owner with having more dogs than the mu-
nicipal bylaw allows.
She said the province shouldn't even think

about downloading the OSPCA's responsibil-
ities onto the municipalities.

"We aren't equipped to take it on and we'd
need a great deal of training."
Leroux summed up the situation succinctly:

"It's a big void right now."
If any of you should think this is small po-

tatoes, nothing to get too steamed up about,
I would remind you it's all around us. A cou-
ple of months ago, a family in Stouffville was
found guilty after 13 dead and 15 starving
horses were found on their property. And it's
only a couple of years ago when there was
something of a furor over the owner of the
Bowmanville Zoo (now defunct) beating a
tiger with a whip.

But a couple of questions come to mind.
First: if the government knew almost four
months ago that the OSPCA was going to call
it quits, why did it wait until eight days before
the deadline to go and find some answers? My
guess is they really don't care that much, as
demonstrated by their lack of compassion for
other vulnerables. Second: apart from the an-
imals, who else is going to be hurt by what-
ever solution the government comes up with?
My guess is the local taxpayer.
Since the Ford government is extremely un-

likely to form some new provincial group to
take over all animal cruelty and neglect cases
- a sort of OPP-PCA if you will - there's only
two logical alternatives: local police forces or
local animal control. And given how Ford
cuddles up to the police and will have a sym-
pathetic ear to their complaints, local munic-
ipalities could find themselves on the hook.
Of course, the government will offer compen-
sation, but no matter what the compensation
is, you can bet it won't cover all the munici-
palities' costs.

So who looks out for animals now while
we're in this "big void"? All I can think of is
us, by staying alert and keeping our eyes open.
Stay aware at petting farms, midways, carni-
vals, zoos, around cars on hot days. But
mostly we need the rural people. They're the
ones most likely to see hints of agricultural
animal neglect, and I know they care about
animals because I read the Facebook groups
in the hamlets.
It seems to me that until those who must be

obeyed get their ducks in a row, we're the only
hope some of these animals have.
Tell me, am I wrong?

We met a hundred feet underground. The walls
around us consisted of a seam of iron ore. It
was about six degrees Celsius in there, but she
said the temperature never changed year-
round. At one point, when she turned out the
lights and lit a single candle, she explained that
was all the light miners had during their dig-
ging shifts – 10 hours a day, six days a week –
year after year. Then, she made the whole place
human. She said her dad had worked there in
the 1950s, lost the lower part of his leg in a
mining accident, but was able to joke about it.

“He wagered strangers he could put a foot
down in one spot and his other 25 feet away,”
she said. “When they bet he couldn’t, he took
off his prosthetic foot and tossed it 25 feet
away.”

Our tour down the No. 2 Bell Island Mine
and Museum, in Newfoundland, could have
bored me to tears. After all, as we discovered,
it was just a 600-foot-long, 17-foot-wide hole
in the ground, dark, cold and responsible for
some of the bleakest conditions working people
in the deeps in Atlantic Canada have ever
known. But because our guide, Geraldine
Hibbs, related it to her father, somehow the
place seemed almost human. Every once in a
while, she asked those of us on the tour, last
Sunday, if we were feeling cold.

“We’ve got lots of shovels lying around,” she
said sarcastically, “if you want a bit of exercise.”
In its heyday, this mine that stretched for kilo-
metres under the Atlantic Ocean floor gave
work to thousands of Newfoundlanders. And
its miners yielded some of the richest deposits
of iron ore in the world, shipping them as far
away as the U.S., Scandinavia and Germany. In
fact, when the Second World War broke out,
Nazi U-boats torpedoed and sank four ore car-
riers docked at Bell Island to prevent the ore
from getting to wartime steel producers in
North America. But the mine closed in 1966
and the population of Bell Island shrank from
12,000 to 1,400 almost overnight.

At the St. John’s museum known as The
Rooms, we explored the province everybody
here calls “The Rock,” from its prehistory to its
21st century cultural heroes. But I knew I’d
found the marrow of this place when I sat with
local archivist Gene Quigley, who’s compiled
personal Newfoundland history from its rich
Irish, Scottish and English roots, to its Second
World War heroes.

“Back in 2008, nobody’d bothered to ask the
vets any questions,” Quigley said, “So I did.
And I discovered the way Newfoundlanders

served and died in the war.”
When it was finally time to stop touring and

rest our weary tourist bones over the weekend,
we found what could have been just another
anonymous watering hole in St. John’s. Stuck
between a federal office building and one of
those picture post-card “I am yellow today”
downtown residences, a narrow staircase led to
a third-floor doorway.

“This is a private officers’ club. Members
only,” the sign on the door read. “Make your-
self known to the staff.”

Which we did. The bar inside was nearly
empty of patrons when – as the sign instructed
– we identified ourselves. And we could have
sat there quietly taking in the collection of
decades-old crests, plaques and navy artifacts
occupying every nook and cranny of the place.
Except that, like in the Bell Island mine and
the St. John’s archives, the Crow’s Nest officer’s
club has a bar manager who’s a raconteur. Joy
Griffin dazzled us with the tales of dignitaries
she said had visited the site of the Crow’s Nest
– Admiral Nelson, Captain Bligh (of “Mutiny
on the Bounty” fame), and during the annual
Confederation masquerade night, Winston
Churchill, Amelia Erhardt and Newfound-
land’s father of Confederation and first premier,
Joey Smallwood.
“But the best of them all, though, was Arthur

Barrett,” she said. “Pilot who flew tours in
Bomber Command during the war.”

She looked to the stool where Arthur sat for
years, and she spoke about him as if he were
still there, at age 95, regaling patrons about air-
crew he’d known, missions he’d flown and the
hard-fought victory they’d brought home. Joy
told us Arthur had lost a brother in the air war,
but after the war returned to Newfoundland,
worked as a broadcaster, and brought drama
and classical music to outports around the
province. She missed him dearly.
“I feel lucky to have known him,” Joy said.

When we’d finished our refreshments and paid
our tab, we knew we’d enjoyed the best travel
experience of all. Our thirst for some New-
foundland history had been quenched not by
facts, figures and glass-encased artifacts, but by
guides, archivists and bartenders who offered
the stories of real people who’d lived extraordi-
nary lives kept alive in an island tradition of
aural storytelling.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Putting a face on The Rock

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Animal welfare left in limbo
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., June 20: Uxbridge
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank An-
nual General Meeting. 10 a.m., St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church,
Ladies Parlour. Members of the public
welcome. Questions? 905-852-6262.
Sat., June 22: Udora United
Church Yard & Bake Sale. 8 a.m. -
12 noon.

Sat., June 22: Yoga in the Park
for Charity. 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.,
Elgin Park. Cost: $10 ($5 for kids). Out-
door Yoga with Julie Thayer, supporting
Jennifer Ashleigh Children's Charity, rain
or shine. Bring your own mat & water
bottle. All ages & skill levels welcome.
Family Friendly. 
Sun., June 23: Sandford Ceme-
tery’s Decoration Day. 2 p.m. 

COMING UP

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

Please join us in wishing a 

to Donna & Henry Webster
Please drop by to

congratulate them on
Sunday, June 30

1 - 4 p.m.
10 Carmody Lane, Uxbridge

You are braver than you believe
Stronger than you seem
Smarter than you think

And loved more than you know

Ann and Kevin
Mallory

of Uxbridge ON
Proudly announce

the graduation of their
daughter

Mareena Margaret 
Mallory

Masters in Health
Informatics (Honours)

University of Toronto

Proud parents are Mummy Victoria Findlan 
(née Leeming) and Daddy Jan Broeders.

Rayna and Britton are excited to be big sisters!

Vanna
Sunday 

Rose, 
4 lbs 5 oz

Willow
Sunday 
Rose, 
4 lbs 7 oz

Sheila & Stephen Leeming, of Sandford, are
overjoyed with the safe arrival on February 24,

2019, of twin granddaughters, born at 33 weeks...

Elgin Park, Uxbridge. 
www.hitsfest.com

Full day festival from 11am-11pm with craft
beer, food trucks, vendors, and live music.

Hitsfest Gold Sponsors

Andy’s Towing

NEXT WEEK
Mon., June 24: Claremont Gar-
den Club meeting - Growing the
Romantics-Roses, Peonies &
Irises. Guest speaker: Master Gardener
Joan Bostock. Claremont United Church,
7 p.m. for refreshments (bring your mug),
presentation starts at 7:30 p.m. $5 for
guests. Visit claremontgardenclub.ca for
further details. 
Tues., June 25: North Durham
Nature presents Cattails and
Phragmites:  Changes in our Wet-
lands. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m.
Speaker Sara Pieper (Trent University).
All welcome – $10 donations accepted
to cover costs , members free.
Thurs., June 27: Boston Pizza &
Uxbridge Fair Celebrity Server
Day. From 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 10% of all

proceeds will be donated to the
Uxbridge Fall Fair. Prizes & a raffle table
also available. 
Fri., June 28: Udora Leaskdale
Lions Club All-You-Can -Eat
Spaghetti Dinner. Udora Hall, 5:30
to 7:30 p.m. Adults $15.  Children 13
to 6 $5. Under 6 free.

UPCOMING
Fri., July 5: Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m. Refreshments provided by the
Uxbridge Rotary Club.

COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organi-
zation that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

Any time is a good time for a good
cup of tea. Some of the best summer
teas are hosted by the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of Ontario, and
on July 10, the LMMSO begins its
season with the first of six summer
teas. 
ese teas are one of the LMMSO’s

main fundraising events of the year,
drawing patrons from a wide area.
Tea includes a five-course meal, tea,
a speaker and a tour of the Historic
Leaskdale Church and Montgomery’s
home, all for $25. 

e first tea features well-known
speaker Koidu Sulev from Richter’s
Herbs. Sulev has many years of expe-
rience and knowledge of herbs and
will share her expertise on creating
container gardens with the most use-
ful and popular herbs. 

Other summer tea topics include:
an exploration of sea buckthorn; how
to make an artisanal flute; the history
of photography and how it trans-
formed the world; and seeing the
beauty of flowers through the eye of
an accomplished artist or through
garden design. For more information
visit lucymaudmontgomery.ca

Summertime is tea
time with LMMSO

A new initiative is taking shape to ad-
dress the needs of those living on the
margins in poverty. e "Uxbridge
Poverty Coalition" hosted a commu-
nity information forum on Wednes-
day, June 19, at St. Paul's Anglican
Church, in Uxbridge.
According to Rev. Mark Kinghan of

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, the idea
stemmed from conversations between
Bev Northeast of the Salvation Army,
Mona Emond of North House, and
himself about how “to do something
that can make a difference for the
poor of our community.”  

“We see two primary functions for
the coalition: (1) to educate ourselves
and the community about what
poverty looks like in Uxbridge; and
(2) to develop ways to engage in con-
versations with those living in
poverty to hear firsthand from them
their experience and their greatest
needs. From this, we hope to develop
an action plan to address what we
learn and implement partnerships
that build on existing social agencies
and their work.”
Although the initial meeting had al-

ready occurred by press time, King-
han says organizers hope this
becomes a community initiative in-
volving anyone who is interested, in-
cluding other faith communities of
Uxbridge, politicians, landlords, and
social service agencies. 
For more information, email
revmk.stpauls.uxbridge@gmail.com
or telephone 905-852-7016.

New coalition to
probe poverty in
Uxbridge
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SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless
shower doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet refacing.
Painting. Full project start to finish in-house, no sub-
contractors. Call Mark at 647-385-7334.   8/8
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!    
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence need
repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is
too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2-year written warranty, free estimates.
For all your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  7/18
FRASER EDUCATION: I provide tutoring in my
home for Elementary, Secondary, College and
University students. Summer 2019 sessions July 8 -
August 23. Information 905-852-1145.  8/15
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing, asphalt +
mould. Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot lights.
Bobcat. 46 years’ experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted

Heather Stewart for 16 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram
- HomeWatchUxbridge   6/27

FOR SALE
QUARTZ CRYSTAL SINGING BOWLS, Tibetan
bowls. Crystal tuning forks. Chimes. Meditation
supplies, cushions, gemstone malas. Private 'Sound
Spa' sessions. Group Sound Meditations for
relaxation and restoration. www.malalam.ca  905-
473-1672   6/20
FREEZER FOR SALE:. Approx. 9 cu.ft. $100 or
best offer. 905-852-5930.   6/20
Teak furniture: Dresser $75; men’s tall dresser
$50; end tables (2) $10 each; dining room hutch
$40; bookcase $25; desk with filing cabinet $35.
Call 905-852-1795.   6/20
POOL TABLE FOR SALE: 4’ x 8’, new felt, 1-1/2”
slate bed, good condition. Includes overhead light
and cues. Asking $650. 905-852-9222.   6/20
ESTATE SALE: Fancy cups/saucers, plates,
glassware. Artwork, costume jewellry & more!
Novelty, Christmas items. Old Simcoe St., Port Perry.
Phone or text 416-346-9676 for details.   6/20

FOR RENT

PRIME DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE
COMMERCIAL SPACE, desirable location,
(currently Savon Du Bois - across from Post Office)
available immediately. Approximately 1,100 square
feet. Inquire: sherri3lee@gmail.com   6/27 

YARD SALES
CHARITY GARAGE SALE: Sat., June 22, 8 a.m.
- 1 p.m. 19 Keller Lane, Uxbridge. In aid of Girls’
Hostel in Nepal. Four- family moving sale - many
items, even furniture! “Aanandit Aid to Nepal”
GARAGE SALE: Sat., June 22, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 39
McGuire Cres., Uxbridge. Rain date: Sun., June 23.
ESTATE GARAGE SALE: Indoors. Sat., June 22, 8
a.m. - 2 p.m. 35 Cemetery Road, Uxbridge. Lund
aluminum boat, sleigh bed (queen size), dressers,
tables, sofas and more.
YARD/MOVING SALE: Fri., June 21, 4 p.m.,
Sat., June 22, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Furniture, tools &
household items. Harvest table & chairs, firewood.
11500 Reg. Rd. 1, Uxbridge. 

LOST
LADIES GOLD OMEGA WATCH. Lost around
Uxbridge, approximately 2 weeks ago. Sentimental
value. Reward. If found, please call 905-852-2242.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“In everything we have won
more than a victory because of
Christ who loves us.”        

Romans 8:37

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall

& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2 Car

Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1 Now Open!
2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic

Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-1678 Carrie Bergeron
Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

NOTICE
Notice of pending auction under the 
Ontario Innkeepers Act R.S.O. 1990, 

c. 1.7, s. 3(2). 
Lien on the following shares of four thorough-
bred horses owned by Avery and Sharon Ben-
lolo: Fifty per cent of a three year old chestnut
gelding named “Clear Blue Sky”, fifty per cent
of a three year old bay colt named “Cause of
Action”, fifty per cent of a three year old chest-
nut gelding named “Year of the Dragon”, and
twenty-five per cent of a three year old bay
gelding named “Candy Crushem”. 
Lien due to unpaid training bills in the amount

of $12,994 plus an additional $7,400 in ship-
ping, boarding, and auction fees, R.S.O. 1990,
c. 1.7, s. 3(1). The Benlolos’ shares of afore-
mentioned horses to be auctioned off at 11499
Regional Road 30, Mount Albert, ON, L0G 1M0
by Auctioneer Jim Young. Auction will take
place on July 5th, 2019, at 9:00 a.m.
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$689,900
Very unique property by side by
side living. Two separate front
and rear entrances.
Home consist of 3 bedroom
main side with 1 bedroom
apartment on secondary side.
Multiple possibilities here!

Larry Olson***
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

416-771-7162

SOLD!
5+ Acres With Shop and

Renovated Brick and 
Stone Bungalow. 

Call Kelly Meek Today for
Results! 416-557-4919

Kelly Meek*
kellymeekhomesales@gmail.com

416-557-4919

Freehold townhouse
in heart of old Uxbridge

$469,900. This 1400 sq.ft., 
2 storey, 3 bedroom

townhome with walk-up
basement to yard backs onto

town owned land and
meandering river.

Wayne Cordingley**
wayne@getusold.ca

416-936-0254

DOUBLE LOT IN
DESIRABLE UXBRIDGE

NEIGHBOURHOOD!
Private, Fully Fenced 

"Park-Like" Lot.  2 Decks &
Fish Pond. Feels like Country
but located in town & within

walking distance to most
amenities.

Dianne Olsson*
ladiedi@live.ca
905-853-5550

Sherry Cockburn*
sherryc@zing-net.ca

416-433-7732

A MUST SEE!  $1,649,800
Stunning Bungalow on 25 Acres of
Paradise, 2 Car Garage,  Inground
Salt Pool, Cabana, 60x40 Heated
Shop, Large Pond wth Fountain,
4+1  Brdm, 3 Bath, Custom Kitchen,
Open Concept Layout, Fabulous
Finished Basement wth 2 Walkouts,
Many Many Upgrades.  It's A Must
See!!

Angie Smith*
angie@angiesmithrealestate.com

416-564-3916

905-852-2424
11 Main Street North  

mainstreetrealtyltd.com

*Sales Representative  **Broker  ***Broker/Manager

23 AGENTS STRONG & GROWING!

COME HOME TO THIS BEAUTY!!
Fabulous Custom-Built Bungalow
On A Huge Lot With A Beautiful
View! Stunning 4 Bedroom Home
With Open Concept Design & 9 Ft.
Ceilings Throughout!  Lower Level
Features Finished Walkout Bsmt
With A 2nd Kitchen & 2 Add’l
Bedrooms! Great Home For
Entertaining! Excellent Home For
Extended Family Or Teen Retreat!

2 BEDROOM CONDO - $519,000
2 bedroom condo in desirable area
of Uxbridge. Bright spacious family
kitchen with breakfast nook. Main
floor laundry with walkout to
garage. 2 car garage. Living room
with gas fireplace & walkout to
patio. Spacious dining room. Master
with ensuite bathroom and walk-in
closet. 

Rosemarie Proctor*
rproctor@powergate.ca

905-852-2424

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, June 22 from 2-4 pm
12 Beswick Lane, Uxbridge

SOLD IN 1 DAY!
$9

99
,90

0


