
HAVING SOME FOAMY FUN - A masked Wonder Woman celebrates at the starting gate to last weekend’s 5K Foam Fest, held at Dagmar Resort. Thousands of people
took part in the popular annual obstacle course/fun run. Photo by John Cavers

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

The sweet smell of success emanates from a
modest house at the north end of Uxbridge. It’s
the smell of bean to bar chocolate - more pre-
cisely, one of the top five best bean to bar
chocolates in the world. 

DesBarres Chocolate is a micro-batch, single
origin bean to bar chocolate making company
in Uxbridge, and it recently won nine interna-
tional awards, including two gold awards for
two of their bars, and the International Rising
Star Award, one of only a few special honours
handed out each year. The awards were handed
out by the Academy of Chocolate, based in
London, England.

“I think it’s cool ... to know that our little
town has a world class chocolate maker in its
midst,” laughs Ariane Hansen, cofounder of
DesBarres Chocolate along with her partner,
Erik.

DesBarres won the two gold awards for its

“Kilombero” 72% bar and its “Ambanja” 72%
bar. Several other of their 11 current “flavours”
won silver, bronze or received commendations.    

What’s remarkable about world-class choco-
late being made in Uxbridge is that the journey
to these prestigious awards only began in 2014.
Both Erik and Ariane are professed choco-
holics, and after learning stories of how people
were making good chocolate from fine flavour
cacao beans at home, the two decided they
wanted to try it as well. They bought some
equipment, ordered some direct trade, fine
flavour cacao beans from a reputable source,
and began to experiment. 

“By the end of 2015 we thought we were on
to something, so we designed some packaging
and started selling our chocolate locally at
places like The Passionate Cook’s Essentials,
Nexus Coffee and The Second Wedge Brewing
Co.,” explains Ariane.
“It’s been an exercise of passion, discovery, ca-

maraderie and fun ever since,” she says. Des-

Barres now sells its chocolate all over Canada,
but mostly in Ontario. 
“I would say 99 per cent of what we do is ed-

ucation,” says Erik. “We’ve talked to thousands
about bean to bar chocolate and the uniqueness
of every cacao farmer’s product. We’ve shared
our chocolate in our home, in shops and at
markets, and have expanded our offerings to
include 11 bars and a variety of other chocolate
products, all using the cacao beans from only
five different producers from around the
world.”

The Hansens are quite strict about choosing
where their product comes from. They say they
won’t consider some providers because of the
labour practices there, for example. 

“Either we’ve been to see the farm ourselves
or our broker has,” says Erik. “It has to be an
ethical practice and of the highest quality.”
DesBarres Chocolate is made in small batches 

...continued on page 3

Uxbridge chocolate makers are the ones to watch

Country Custom Brick Bungalow on 1.5 acres.
Over 2,000 sq.ft. 3+ 1 Bedrooms, 4 baths.
Well maintained and updated, lots of 
hardwood. Granite counters, fully 
finished basement - VIEW FOR 
MILES - 10 MINUTES TO 
UXBRIDGE. 
$949,900 
MLS #
N4442817
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

OVERSIZED 2 CAR GARAGE/SHOP $625,500 
Very well maintained Clean and tidy 3 bedroom, 

1 bathroom Bungalow on 1/2 acre located between 
Uxbridge and Goodwood. Large oversized partially 

heated and insulated garage.
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More at thecosmos.ca
Phoenix leads Dressage team to PanAm Gold
Foote reveals what TIFF has in store

29 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge

905-862-2800

Wayne Cordingley
Broker, SRES

Senior Real Estate Specialist
wayne@getusold.ca
416-936-0254

10 Low Blvd. 
Uxbridge
$729,900
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Uxbridge at a Glance

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca   
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

Notice of Intention to Designate Ontario Heritage Act 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce Building

49 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge intends to
designate the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce building, at 49 Brock Street West, legally
described as Brock St W BLK G Pt Lot 1, 2 (Plan 83), Township of Uxbridge, as a property of
cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (R.S.O. 1990, Ch.O.18).
A By-law to designate the property is scheduled to be before Uxbridge Council at its regular meeting,
to be held on September 9, 2019.  

Description of Property
49 Brock Street West.
Ne Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce is a two-storey institutional building prominently situated at
the northwest corner of Brock Street West and Toronto Street in the heart of Uxbridge’s historic
commercial core.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
Ne Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce building’s cultural heritage value lies in its association with
the commercial and banking life of the Township of Uxbridge for over a century. Ne solid stone and
brick two-storey building was constructed c. 1917 at a 45-degree angle to the intersection of Brock and
Toronto Streets, which gives it a prominence unlike any other building in the downtown area.

Ne Beaux-Arts architectural design of the building is unique to the Township, and underscores the
importance of the business conducted within its solid, secure walls. Ne classical details of the building
connect it to the major Canadian bank buildings of nearby Toronto, and the Mnancial, economic and
social traditions of the ancient western world. Ne stability conveyed by the building’s architecture has
been mirrored by the fact it has been continually occupied by the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce
since its construction.

Additional information on the proposed designation is available upon request from Debbie Leroux,
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk at 905-852-9181 or at dleroux@uxbridge.ca during regular business
hours. Any person may, within thirty days of the Mrst publication of this notice, send by registered mail
or deliver to the Clerk of the Township of Uxbridge notice of their objection to the proposed designation
together with a statement of the reasons for the objection and all relevant facts.

Dated at the Township of Uxbridge, this 1st  day of August, 2019
Debbie Leroux, Director of Legislative Services/Clerk

Aug. 2: Marion Drexler - Vocals
Marion is an an inventive musician and creative
song writer.

Aug. 9: Andrew Heathcote Guitar/Vocals
Andrew performs original songs from past and
present, along with his favourites.

Aug. 16: Chris Saunders Guitar/Vocals
Chris will keep you entertained with his
exceptional rhythm & selection of music.

Aug 23: Shimoda Family Ensemble –
Instrumental
An evening of recorder, Baroque music. Solo &
quartet with harpsichord, using authentic baroque
instruments.

Aug. 30: Mark Cackway – Guitar 
Playing music is his true passion and “occupies
90% of my thoughts.”

Sept. 6: Gary McLaughlin
Gary will provide an enjoyable evening of Pop
tunes from the 70s to now. Come out & enjoy the
memories this music brings forward.

Sept. 13: Now & Cen – Vocals
With 40 years of experience, Rick & Larry will take
you back to the years of easy living with oldies that
were popular back then.

Sept. 20: Jamie Compson –Urban Flute Project
Jamie specializes in performing in interesting
architectural & natural environments. “Where
classical music …meets urban exploration.”

Sept. 27: Friday at the Foster Finale - Mike Burns
An entertainer & host to a variety of music styles,
Mike performs throughout the GTA & brings a
very creative show to the Foster.

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Council & Committee Meetings
Schedule for the month of August, 2019

COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, August 12, 10:00 a.m.
PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING 
ZBA 2019-05 EVENDALE
DEVELOPMENTS (LOW BLVD)
Monday, August 12, 11:00 a.m.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING
Wednesday, August 21, 7:00 p.m.

Bids & Tenders
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL U19-23 Fire
Department Utility/Command Vehicle
Ne Township of Uxbridge is requesting proposals
for the supply and delivery of a 4x4 or AWD utility
vehicle suitable for outMtting as a Mre department
command vehicle. 

Sealed proposals will be received until 2:00 p.m.
local time Friday, August 30, 2019 by:
Debbie Leroux, Director of Legislative
Services/Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario  L9P 1T1

TENDER U19-16  Tender for Snow Removal
From Municipal Parking Lots.
Sealed Tenders will be received until 2:00 p.m.
local time Tuesday, August 6, 2019 by:
Debbie Leroux, Director of Legislative
Services/Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, Ontario  L9P 1T1

Lowest or any bid not necessarily accepted. 

Nese Bid Documents are posted on the
Township of Uxbridge’s website at
http://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders
under Current Bid Opportunities and are
available by following the registration instructions
on that page.  Please ensure that when you
download the document, you add your company's
name to the Document Takers List in order to
receive any addenda that may be issued.  For
questions regarding downloading of documents,
contact the Clerk’s Department at 905-852-9181,
Ext. 220.

Employment Opportunities
Uxbridge Historical Centre - Curatorial &
Collections Intern 

Ne Uxbridge Historical Centre is seeking to hire
an unemployed or underemployed college or
university graduate as a Curatorial and
Collections Intern. 

Nis is an 18 week, full-time, contract position
starting in August 2019. 

Please apply with a resumé and covering letter to:
Pat Neal, Manager/Curator, Uxbridge Historical
Centre, 7239 Conc. 6, PO Box 1301, Uxbridge
ON L9P 1N5 or pneal@uxbridge.ca

Applications will be accepted up to Cursday,
August 8, at 4pm. We thank all those who apply,
however, only those candidates selected for an
interview will be contacted. 

-e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the
Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). -e
Township of Uxbridge will provide accommodations
throughout the recruitment and selection and/or
assessment process to applicants with disabilities
and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal
information provided is collected under the
authority of -e Municipal Freedom of Information
and Protection of Privacy Act.

Uxbridge Public Library
Student Position 
Ne Township of Uxbridge Public Library is
looking for secondary school students to work
from September 3, 2019 to June 30, 2020.  
Duties include, but are not limited to, shelf
reading, shelving materials and customer service.   
Students need to be available for shifts after
school and on weekends. 

Students are generally scheduled for an average
of 5 – 8 hours per week.

Wage: $13.15 per hour
Application Deadline: August 12, 2019

Please apply with a cover letter and resume.
Resumes can be dropped oB at the library or
emailed to:
Corrinne Morrison, Program and Outreach
Coordinator: corrinne.morrison@uxlib.com
Only those students selected for an interview will
be contacted.  Interviews will be conducted
during the week of August 19, 2019.  Nank you
for applying.

-e Uxbridge Public Library is an equal
opportunity employer in accordance with the
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act,
2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code
(OHRC).  -e Uxbridge Public Library will
provide accommodations throughout the
recruitment and selection process to applicants with
disabilities and/or needs related to the OHRC.

2018 Consolidated Financial
Statements
Ne 2018 Audited Consolidated Financial
Statements of Ne Corporation of the Township
of Uxbridge have been approved by Council and
are now available to the public on the Township’s
website, www.uxbridge.ca/treasury, under the
‘Financial Information’ section.  A copy of the
2018 Audited Consolidated Financial Statements
of the Township of Uxbridge is available for pick
up (at no cost) upon request, at the Tax
Department in the Municipal Building, located at
51 Toronto St., South in the Township of
Uxbridge.

The Thomas Foster Memorial 
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge  www.fostermemorial.com

August: Ne Foster is open for tours Wed. to Sun. 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Open Mon., Aug. 5

Fridays at the Foster - Concert Series every Friday night 
May-Sept 7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission is donation at the door



Sweet success, from page 1

using beans that have come from one
location - hence the single origin
label. Beans come from Guatemala,
Mexico - the Hansens were eagerly
awaiting a shipment from Jamaica
when the interview for this article
was done - arriving whole and
roasted, ready for use. The Hansens
painstakingly remove the shell of the
beans and break the cacao bean in-
side down into “nibs.” These nibs are
combined with a very small amount
of organic cane sugar (and a flavour
such as freshly ground nutmeg, if it’s
a batch of “Orange Spice”, say) and
ground to the perfect consistency.
From there, the chocolate can be
tempered and then shaped into bars.
The bars are shaped and wrapped by

hand.
“It’s a whole art, to sustainably farm

cacao and to work with it. It takes
time and effort all along the chain to
make a quality product,” explains
Erik.

These quality products aren’t any-
where near the same price point as
mass produced chocolate bars - a 38
g bar retails for $6.95 on the DesBar-
res Chocolate website. But the
chocolate doesn’t taste like those
other bars, either. DesBarres Choco-
late isn’t meant to satisfy hunger, it’s
meant to be savoured and appreci-
ated, like fine wine or cheese. 
DesBarres Chocolate does not con-

tain any extra cocoa butter, and all of
the various ingredients that might be
added are organic. The saffron used
in the Zafara bar is grown by True
Saffron, a farm in Warkworth, Ont.

(approximately due south of Nor-
wood). Most of the bars’ ingredients
labels, however, simply say: Single
Origin Organic Cocoa Beans, Or-
ganic Cane Sugar.

Choosing a favourite from among
the 11 available is difficult, says Ari-
ane. “It depends on the day,” she
laughs. She does admit that she
prefers the ones with a higher per-
centage cacao, and enjoys what whe
and Erik call the “experiments” as
well. 

“We have a list that is pages and
pages long of combinations we’d like
to try,” says Erik. But he readily ad-
mits that “Zafara” is the one he picks
above all the others, if he’s made to
choose just one.
Being the creators of one of the top

five best chocolates in the world (out
of 1,600 entries this year) is not the

Hansens’ full time occupation, but
they are working on making it be-
come so. They value the feedback
and critique that comes with enter-
ing competitions and festivals, and
are only half joking when they say
that they are going for a Golden

Bean Award from the Academy of
Chocolate.

To learn more about DesBarres
Chocolate and to see the various
flavours they make, visit
https://www.desbarreschocolate.com
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

ronnobleinsurance.com
Home • Automobile • Farm • Commercial • Recreational

Thank you to all the 105.5 FM
listeners for voting us your
favourite Insurance Broker. 

We are very pleased and humbled
by this award! 

It is a pleasure for us to serve our
clients, community and listeners.

From the staff of Ron Noble
Insurance Brokers:

Dale, Andrea, Kathy, Shelley, Sarah,
Leslie, Lisa, Gill, Judi, Peggy, 

Ginny and Kayleigh.

DesBarres Chocolate, which is made in Uxbridge, was recently presented with the Academy of
Chocolate’s International Rising Star Award. The single origin bean to bar chocolate has only been
in production since 2015 and has already won 20 awards.          Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

e well-known statue of Our Lady
of Fatima is coming to Uxbridge’s
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic
Church on Friday, August 9. e
statue will arrive at approximately 8
a.m. and will spend the day at the
Church. A Mass will be held at 7
p.m. 
Our Lady of Fatima was sculpted in

1947 by sculptor José edim, under
the direction of Sister Lucia (Lucia
Abobora, later renamed Lucia de
Jesus de dos Santos, was one of the
three principal witnesses of the ap-
paritions in Fatima, Portugal in
1917). As the only stop in Durham
of a tour marking the centennial of
the apparitions, the statue comes to
Uxbridge to “bring a message of
hope, peace and salvation to those
many millions of people who may
never have an opportunity to make a
pilgrimage to Fatima itself.”

For more information, pictures or
to confirm attendance, contact
Daniel Torchia at daniel@torchia-
com.com or visit fatimatourfor-
peace.com

Renowned statue to
visit local church



Thursday, August 1, 20194The Uxbridge Cosmos

Regarding Bev Northeast’s article of
last week (Goodwood News, July
25), there is some confusion con-
cerning free pick-up of babies’ and
small children’s furniture items at
Chances Are. 
According to Health Canada, we are

not allowed to sell certain items for
safety reasons, and as such we do not
give these items away. 

We apologize for any confusion re-
garding the above. 
We thank all our customers for their

continued support for the Uxbridge
Cottage  Hospital.

Gloria Graziano
Co-ordinator, Chances Are

Re: ‘Am I Wrong?’, July 25, “Where
do you get YOUR news?”

No, Roger. You are right. This is a
topic I agree with you on. Probably
due to my keen regard for good jour-
nalism and my predilection for the
smell of fresh newsprint.
I am not on Twitter, nor do I follow

the specific accounts you mentioned
on Facebook. Consequently, I was
uninformed on both matters. I find
that frustrating, as I like to be aware
of happenings in and around my
community. Transparent communi-
cation is essential for a healthy, grow-
ing society. 
Let me share some recent situations.

I enjoy reading our local Cosmos
newspaper. I eagerly await Thurs-
day's mailbox to get my hands on a
copy. Frequently I read "...a wonder-
ful time was had by all LAST
WEEKEND"... Somehow I had
missed the BEFORE information,
and I am not sure why.

The Cosmos advertised "The Toxic
Decision" which is accessed through
durhamregion.com This online
newspaper lures you to read this in-
formative web-exclusive series by the
Torstar Community Brands. You
cannot access this series without reg-
istering. I do not use my Facebook
account to sign up to other websites.
I could not create a direct account
with Torstar. Plus, I do not want to
support an online newspaper. 
I was upset as I want to read this im-

portant, provincially relevant news
story. By Cosmos advertising within
its pages, an online web-series,
negates the purpose of newsprint.
Why not offer printed versions of
this web series along side this ad?

I do follow my Ward rep, Willie
Popp, on Facebook, as he offers
plenty of local, newsworthy links, es-
pecially on politics, but, again, that
is social media accessed. 

Going back to your article, I agree
totally with the ideology of local
journalism/newsprint as the key
source of info and opinion sharing.
But it's just not happening. I source
out local newspapers, online TV
news stations, Facebook news feeds
and I still miss out on valuable, cur-
rent news. You tell me what I'm
doing wrong.

Theresa Pilniuk 
Uxbridge

Editor’s note: The Cosmos did not ad-
vertise or endorse anything entitled
“The Toxic Decision”. This title is on
durhamregion.com which is owned
and operated by Metroland / Torstar.
The Cosmos is an independently
owned newspaper (which publishes

hard copy once a week and maintains
a website, thecosmos.ca) and does not
advertise on or for conglomerate news
media organizations. 

On behalf of the Friends of the Fos-
ter, I want to extend our sincere
thanks to Take Root Creative for pro-
viding us with a new sign to replace
the one that was stolen a few weeks
ago. 
It is bright and eye-catching. We ap-

preciate the gift very much. 
The Foster Memorial is a unique

building and the Friday at the Foster
concerts are the main fundraising
events to maintain this heritage
structure. Thanks again!

Pat Asling
Sandford

Blessings on two caring, mindful and
visionary members of the Uxbridge
medical community.  
Doctors Jennifer Wilson and Carlye

Jensen have looked at the challenges
and problems facing primary health
care in this town, and have come up
with a project that promises to attract
and retain physicians in the commu-
nity, and create a more efficient and
effective primary care facility on the
grounds of Uxbridge Cottage Hospi-
tal. Putting medical offices, diagnos-
tic imaging, blood labs, and
pharmacy under one roof seems an
excellent idea.

And thank you to Uxbridge Coun-
cil for supporting the plan by offer-
ing financial support and grants. Let’s
see this project move along in the
very near future.

Barb Pratt
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

We’d like to take this opportunity to send out some congratulations. First,
to Erik and Ariane Hansen, owners of DesBarres Chocolate (see story,
page 1). To be rated one of the top five best bean-to-bar chocolates in the
world is, if you’ll pardon the pun, pretty darned sweet! And that delicious
chocolate goodness (we can call it that, we tried it) is made to perfection
right here in Uxbridge. Good on them!

Second shout-out goes to local equestrienne Jessica Phoenix and her
Team Canada Dressage team! This story is so new we didn’t have a chance
to talk to anyone before we went to press, but Facebook and the official
website of the PanAm Games 2019 tells us Phoenix’ team took Gold on
Monday in the Intermediate 1 /Grand Prix Special. The Cosmos will have
more on this in next week’s edition, and online at thecosmos.ca  Gold for
Canada - we like that a lot! Congratulations!

******** 
We had someone call the office last week inquiring about a phrase that was
recently used in one of John Woods’ cartoons - Dog Days. The caller apparently
didn’t know what the phrase meant, so we thought we’d refresh readers’ mem-
ories with a snippet of an editorial we ran back in July 2016. 

Where exactly did that phrase “dog days” come from? A little research
showed us that the phrase actually has very little to do with lazy, heat-
stressed dogs, or even with being lazy during any of the summer months.
Dogs to figure into it, though - it turns out that the “dog days” refer to
the dog star, Sirius, and its position in the heavens.

According to the National Geographic website, which is where we did
all our in-depth research, it was the Greeks and Romans who first used
the phrase. The ancient Romans called the hottest, most humid days of
summer diēs caniculārēs or “dog days." The name came about because
they associated the hottest days of summer with the star Sirius. Sirius was
known as the “Dog Star" because it was the brightest star in the constel-
lation Canis Major (Large Dog). Sirius also happens to be the brightest
star in the night sky. The “dog days” occurred around the day when Sirius
appeared to rise just before the sun, in late July. Sirius is so bright that
the ancient Romans thought it radiated extra heat toward Earth, like a
mini sun. During the summer, when Sirius rises and sets with the sun,
they thought Sirius added heat to the Sun's heat, causing hotter summer
temperatures. 

Nowadays, the “dog days” of summer don't have anything to do with
either dogs or Sirius. Instead, the tilt of the Earth explains why these days
tend to be the summer's hottest. During summer in the northern hemi-
sphere, the tilt of the Earth causes the sun's light to hit it at a more direct
angle, and for a longer period of time throughout the day. This means
longer, hotter days. But most of us already knew that part.  
So whether you’re doggin’ it during the dog days, or working your heart

out, on holiday or on call, we hope that you enjoy these dog days of sum-
mer. Because doggone it, before you can call yourself a Canadian they
will be over and leaves will be falling and we will all be complaining about
how cold it is. 

Our two cents
Sirius-ly sweet success!

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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On July 18, the Cosmos ran a front-page story
on the deal reached between the township
and York Durham Heritage Railway that
would see the township putting money up
front to enable YDHR to pave a parking lot.
In the same edition, my column focused on
the deal.
On Tuesday (July 30), I came across a video

posted on Facebook on July 22 by Mayor
Dave Barton in which he attempts to give a
full explanation of the benefits of the deal to
the township. The video is actually just a shot
of columns of figures, with the mayor doing
a voice-over.

Given that the deal sees the township put-
ting up tens of thousands of dollars to help
YDHR, it would seem that if Mayor Barton
deems it necessary to explain the township's
position, he should make that explanation to
all the residents of Uxbridge, not just those
who follow him on Facebook. (To note: there
are over 20,000 residents in Uxbridge - the
mayor’s Facebook page has 1,013 followers)
As I said, I just happened to stumble on the
video: no one informed me it was there.
In my view, this is no way to conduct town-

ship business. Just last week in my column I
pointed out how, recently, two pieces of in-
formation of interest to many residents gen-
erally were put out on social media. That
leaves a whole lot of people out of the loop.

The mayor, in my opinion, is much too
fond of his cell phone. I have observed him
ask a member of the public to text him while
in the middle of a council meeting. When
council discussed the possibility of a rainbow
crosswalk recently, the mayor whipped out
his cell phone to show an image of what he
wanted in its place.
Technology is grand, but if the mayor wants

to post clips of his visit to the Scottish Games
or views of him water-skiing or whatever,
that's his prerogative. If he wants to talk
about township business, he should stick to
official channels. Colleen Baskin is the town-
ship's communications officer. Her job is to
make sure that whatever news the township
wants its residents to know about is distrib-
uted in a manner that will most effectively
reach the majority of said residents. If the
mayor insists on going his Facebook route,
what's the point of Ms. Baskin's job?

However, while the mayor seems to think
that Facebook is the way to go to get infor-

mation out there, he apparently doesn't think
it's okay for others to use Facebook to bring
newsworthy items to the public’s attention.
A lady who runs a local dance school com-
plained on Facebook that her basement stu-
dio on lower Brock Street was flooded at the
beginning of the month, charging that the
flooding was the result of the work being
done to replace the Brock Street culvert. In
responding to her, the mayor noted that "I
am disappointed that your first contact me
(sic) was this public post" and said he would
have preferred the complainant to contact
him privately by phone. In the same post he
said that the woman “appeared to be un-in-
sured for flood damage” (should he really be
saying that in a public forum? That’s pretty
private information) and also posted a
redacted copy of an email that had reportedly
been sent to her directly. 

I bet he would have preferred she contact
him directly. This construction project is def-
initely not proceeding as smoothly or as
quickly as we are being told it is. It's been
ages since we saw any workers on Brock
Street and more than a few people are becom-
ing a little fed up with the delays. So, of
course, he mayor wouldn't want this little bit
of news floating around.

If the mayor really wants the people of
Uxbridge to know just how good the YDHR
deal is, he could have put a link to the Face-
book video explanation on the township
page, which occupies page 2 of the Cosmos.
Or he could have written an article about it
and the local media would have been glad to
publish it.

Mayor Barton probably believes his social
media postings are bringing him in closer
contact with his constituents and I have no
problem with any politician attempting to
engage the public in a light-hearted, affable
manner. I also understand that social media
is an acceptable way to reach people now, and
is no longer an alternative, but an additional
way to disseminate information. But when
we're talking about official business, social
media should not be the premier media plat-
form turned to to release news and/or infor-
mation. Not everyone follows Facebook or
Twitter and, indeed, not everyone has a com-
puter. 
Mr. Mayor, it's time to get off your phone.
Tell me, am I wrong?

He took one last look. The transaction had
transferred ownership of the property. The
farm legally belonged to him now. But the old
farmhouse had fallen into disrepair and would
have to be demolished. So, Clarence Oancia
made one last circuit around the house to see
if there was anything worth salvaging. Then,
Clarence remembered the attic, a loft in the top
of the house, and thought he’d better check it
too. He climbed the stairs, opened a closet
door. And there it was.

“A World War II uniform jacket,” explained
Bernie Wyatt, Clarence’s nephew. “[It was] in
excellent condition.”
The RCAF tunic belonged to Bernie’s cousin,

Stefan “Steve” Oancia, a genuine Second World
War hero. But not until his uncle Clarence
stumbled over it in that farmhouse closet half
a continent away, did Bernie or any member of
the family realize just how precious that heir-
loom was. Because of the history of its owner,
it’s very possible that jacket had been packed in
a suitcase for a transatlantic voyage aboard a
troopship in 1942, cleaned for official wartime
ceremonies in Britain, and in May 1943 worn
by its owner at Buckingham Palace where Ser-
geant Pilot Stefan Oancia had a Distinguished
Flying Medal pinned on his chest.

“Steve was one of the iconic World War II
Dam Busters,” Bernie Wyatt said. Indeed, as a
respected military writer himself (author of
Two Wings and a Prayer and Maximum Effort)
Wyatt corresponded with his famous cousin,
after the war, but never met him. Like so many
of his generation, Stefan Oancia’s family had
emigrated to Canada from Romania in search
of land, opportunity and freedom; his parents
– Katie and Demitru Oancia – had settled on
land near Stonehenge, a village on the
Saskatchewan prairie south of Moose Jaw. Ste-
fan was born there in 1923. When war broke
out, Oancia joined the RCAF, training as a
bomb aimer and shipping overseas to Bomber
Command in the U.K. in 1942. When choos-
ing airmen for the secret raid against the hydro-
electric dams that fueled Nazi Germany’s
munitions factories of the Ruhr River valley,
Wing Commander Guy Gibson picked Oan-
cia’s bomber crew. Piloted by Ken Brown, co-
incidentally from Moose Jaw, on May 16-17,
1943, Oancia’s Lancaster attacked and dam-
aged one of the three major dam targets that
night, the Sorpe dam, and returned safely.

Mind you, “safely” is a relative word. When
Bernie Wyatt posted a story about his cousin
on his website five years ago, he explained that

veteran Oancia – once repatriated – never truly
left the war behind.
“There were times when he’d hear an airplane

[even] a crop-duster fly over,” Stefan’s brother
said, “and he’d dive for cover.”

Nevertheless, back on civvy street, veteran
bomb aimer Oancia went back to school,
earned a bachelor of science degree in civil en-
gineering, and coincidentally got work for a
time on dam construction in Quebec.

Amid all the hoopla of the 75th anniversary
of the Dam Buster raid, last year, Stefan Oan-
cia’s tunic got lost in the shuffle, until Bernie
Wyatt learned about it and suggested to the
family that the jacket truly belonged with other
Dam Busters artifacts and documents at the
Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum
(CWHM) in Hamilton. That’s when the nearly
forgotten jacket began another unique journey.
In May, Wyatt’s mother travelled from B.C. to
Saskatchewan to pick up the jacket. In Regina,
she packed it carefully in her luggage, flew
home to Port Coquitlam, and mailed the tunic
to her son in the East. Bernie Wyatt took ad-
vantage of the jacket being in his home in
Oakville, Ont. He tried it on, this week, and
except for the length of its sleeves, it fit him
perfectly. Then, on the final leg of the jacket’s
cross-Canada trek, Wyatt travelled down the
road to Hamilton to present it to CWHM cu-
rator Erin Napier.

“The family is calling it ‘Steve’s Last Flight,’”
Wyatt said.
Some might wonder that a family would fuss

over something as simple as a wartime RCAF
tunic. It’s only a jacket from a bygone era. But
this week, when Bernie Wyatt told me about
“Steve’s Last Flight,” he said he got emotional
about it. I guess he idolized his veteran cousin.
Just after three o’clock in the morning, 76 years
ago this past May, Stefan Oancia lined up the
Nazis’ war-harnessed Sorpe dam, and dropped
the 10,000-pound bomb right on target. He
watched the resulting explosion create a giant
waterspout and the crumbling of the top of the
dam. And, for his family, that jacket represents
“mission accomplished” for Sergeant Pilot Ste-
fan Oancia.
“I regret that I never met [Steve] face to face,”

Bernie Wyatt said finally. “I’d want to shake his
hand … and thank him, especially for his serv-
ice during a scary time for him and other
youngsters who went off to war. His generation
helped save our butts.”

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

An heirloom saved and honoured

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

STAYING COOL THIS SUMMER...?
We have a great selection of fans,
air conditioners and 
dehumidifiers in stock!

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Get off the phone!
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THIS WEEKEND
Sun., Aug. 4: Glen Major Church
1873 Summer Sunday Sunset
Services at 7! Gord Taylor (Mount

Zion) & music. Everyone welcome! 7
p.m.

NEXT WEEK
Sun., Aug. 11: Traditional Even-

song, featuring The Diocese of
Toronto Girls Choir School. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 4:30 p.m. Info:
stpauls-uxbridge.ca or phone 905-852-
7016
Mon., Aug. 12: Crystal Sound
Meditation with quartz bowls
and crystal harp. Foster Memorial,
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Facilitator Linda Lee
Purvis. $20 Register: 905-640-3966 
Wed., Aug. 14: Uxbridge Horti-
cultural Society meeting. Uxbridge
Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m. Guest speaker
William Grainger on “Geraniums and
Pelargoniums”. Flower show, refresh-
ments. 

UPCOMING
Wed., Aug. 21: Puzzle Swap.
Bring & Take, no $. 1237 Cragg Rd.,
Greenbank. 7 - 9 p.m. 
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

COMING UP

Bruce Clark & Son Ltd.
PLUMBING & RENOVATIONS

LOW
HOURLY

RATE

Complete renovations and service
Specializing in bathrooms and basements

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
905-852-7967  bruceclarkandson.com
Seniors Discounts • Guarantee on all work • Lic. & Insured lic.#P21035

LOW HOURLY RATE

Since 
1960

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

OUR MEAT’S A-CHILLIN’, GETTIN’ READY 
FOR YOUR GRILLIN’!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

CLASSIC CAR CRUISE-IN

Last Thursday night’s Car of the
Week was a 1931 Model A,
owned by Sathler Orcilio from
Ajax. 
There was 150 cars and the
50/50 was $220!

The Cruise-in is every Thursday
night from 5 p.m. till dusk at
Elgin Park.

ronnobleinsurance.com
Home • Automobile • Farm • Commercial • Recreational

Uxbridge:
905-852-3309 or 
1-800-263-2005

Gillian Hudson and Peggy Taylor,
proudly representing… Passed away at home on Saturday, July 27, 2019 at age 70.

Beloved husband to Aileen for 42 years. Loving father to
Sean (Stacey) and Graeme. Proud Grandpa to Sadie, Scarlet
and Liam. He will also be missed by his extended family
and friends. 

Cremation has taken place and, at Jim’s request, no formal
service will be held. Donations in his memory may be made
to the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of Canada.
Arrangements entrusted to Low and Low Funeral Home
(905-852-3073). 

For online condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca 

MOXLEY, Jim 

Local actor / director Jennifer Carroll
is returning this month in her one-
woman show “Maud of Leaskdale.”
Carroll has earned rave reviews since
debuting her performance as L.M.
Montgomery seven years ago.

“Maud of Leaskdale’ was written
and directed by former Cosmos editor
Conrad Boyce, and the material was
compiled from Maud’s own journals.
e play was first presented in 2011
for the 100th anniversary of Mont-
gomery’s arrival in Leaskdale. 
is year there are three opportuni-

ties to see the play: ursday, August
15, at 7 p.m.; or August 17 and 18 at
3 p.m. All performances at the His-
toric Leaskdale Church. Tickets are
$25, seniors and students $20, avail-
able at starticketing.com or at the
door.

Artsforum editor John Arkelian
wrote of the show: “Rapt: that’s the
only fit word to describe this wonder-
ful one-woman show. e life, the
times, and the inimitable character of
the beloved author are brilliantly dis-
tilled in a performance that captures
Maud’s perspicuity, wry wit, fearless
honesty, and eloquence.”

‘Maud of Leaskdale’
returns this month
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SERVICES
CF CONTRACTING & LANDSCAPING:
jack-of-all-trades, inside & out! 647-469-8833
Masonary, interlocking & repairs, tree
removal & trimming, eaves cleaning &
repairs, garden & property maintenance, junk
removal, deck finishing, bathroom renos,
Painting, trim work, flooring, drywall &
repairs.   8/22
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room?  Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77
Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations and scanning. Stop in or call
Sabrina 905-550-8825.
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless
shower doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet
refacing. Painting. Full project start to finish in-
house, no sub-contractors. Call Mark at
647-385-7334.   8/8
D.J. PAVING GTA. Paving, cut and patch,
repairs, cracks, sealing, gravel and stone work.
905-904-3769   8/22 
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316

Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!   8/29 
FRASER EDUCATION: I provide tutoring in
my home for Elementary, Secondary, College
and University students. Summer 2019
sessions July 8 -August 23. Information 905-
852-1145.  8/15
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing, asphalt
+ mould. Electrical & plumbing. Licensed,
insured & guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen,
bath, stonework, cement, basements,
flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 46 years’
experience. Financing. Senior discount. 905-
473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell). 8/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners
have trusted Heather Stewart for 16 years for
her reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services/Dog Walking/Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge   8/29

WANTED
EMPTY BUILDING: Looking for an empty,
year round building to rent (ie. unused
workshop), 500 sq. ft. minimum, near
Uxbridge. Email infobdh3@gmail.com to learn
more!   8/1

FOR SALE
ANTIQUES: Household (biscuit boxes, waste
baskets, Texaco oil can and more), fruit boxes
and crates, office items, gardening tools,
watering can. Dealers considered. Also,
pedestal pine dining table, $50. 905-649-
2244   8/1
POOL TABLE & all accessories. $50. 905-
852-4945   8/1
HAY - ALFALFA. Liftable bales. Also, Dodge
Caravan 2005, as is. Plus - fields for rent -
shelters with predator wiring, optional stalls,
washroom, located edge of Uxbridge. 905-
852-7634.   8/1
FIREWOOD. Large quantity of firewood
(mixed) and log splitter. 416-964-3642.   
MOWER, CUB CADET. Zero turn, 50” cut.
647-391-0326.   8/1
LAWN TRACTOR MOWER FOR SALE.
Also, Yardman, 20”. Call 905-649-2128.  8/1 
SALE PRICED: QUARTZ CRYSTAL
SINGING BOWLS, Crystal Tuning Forks,
Tibetan bowls. Meditation supplies, cushions,
gemstone malas. Private & Group 'Sound Spa'
meditation sessions for relaxation and
restoration. www.malalam.ca   905 473 1672
8/8

EVENTS
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION -
A practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion
into your life.  2nd and 4th Thursdays of the
month at Blue Heron Studio: 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Experienced and those new to meditation are
welcome.  Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Always be glad because of
the Lord! I will say it again:
Be glad.”           

Phil. 4:4

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry

and North Durham

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall

& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2 Car

Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1 Now Open!
2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic

Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-1678 Carrie Bergeron
Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

CENTURY HOME
3 + 1 bedroom
Open concept

Fully fenced yard

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca

Cell: 416-970-8979

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 416-500-6377

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 905-903-7965

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca

Cell: 647-991-3276

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

YEAR ROUND HOME
Strap on your tool belt and bring this home back to the

beauty it once was. 2+1 bedrooms, 1 bath, walkout
basement, home has a well, septic, 200 amp electrical
panel, nice gardens. Practically land value at this price!

Quick possession, 10 minutes into Uxbridge. 
Offered for sale at $439,900.00

NATURE LOVERS PARADISE! 
Well maintained and updated 4 Bedroom/2 Bathroom

home with main floor master bedroom nestled on almost
10 acres of beautiful wooded sugar bush with nature trails

leading to your very own cabin in the woods.
Offered for sale at $734,900

LEASED!
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Home In Davisville Village.

Lease out With Multiple Offers

JUST UNDER 20 ACRES 
4 bedroom raised bungalow nestled privately back off the

road surrounded by almost 20 acres of mixed forest.
Above ground pool and a pond. 40x46 fully finished and

insulated 3 bay shop with 12' ceilings. 15 minutes south of
Lindsay. Offered for sale at $779,900

4 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms 
2 1/2 Storey + W/O Basement

End-To-End Decking
Forested 25 Acres on MFTIP

Fully Renovated Home 
Muskoka Room with Private Views

High-End Appliances & Finishes

NEW SEATON DEVELOPMENT
Planned with families' needs in mind 

Network of bike paths for safe, sustainable, 
local commuting

Retail, parks and schools built right into the community 
Access to 3,750 acres of trails and 42 parks

May 2020 Occupancy - Beech Townhouse pictured
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