
LITTLE TYKE IN A GREAT BIG WHEEL - Chase Bergeron sizes things up on a John Deere tractor during ‘Farmers of Uxbridge,’ which was held last Thursday night
at the Uxbridge Community Centre. More farm life fun is on tap for this weekend at the Uxbridge Fall Fair, happening at Elgin Park from Friday night through to Sunday.

Photo by John Cavers

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

The Uxbridge Fire Department plans to add to
the town’s growing collection of life-sized
bronze statues. It has been working on the de-
velopment and creation of a sculpture that will
commemorate fallen firefighters, and it’s enter-
ing an important phase now - raising money.
Mike MacDonald, president of the Uxbridge

Fire Fighters Association, says that, when the
town’s fire deparment moved to the new fire
hall on Brock St., it realized that it finally had
an appropriate space and location to do some-
thing meaningful, “not only for the department
but also for the town.” 

The fire department is approaching a mile-
stone year - 150 years in 2024 - and feels the
timing for the memorial garden is ideal. Town-

ship council has approved the project, and
Adam Hoover, a former firefighter who works
for Uxbridge landscape architecture firm Stew-
art C. McElroy & Assoc., is on board to design
the overall site and garden. The centrepiece of
the garden will be a life-sized statue, created by
Port Perry artist Tyler Briley. Briley is a retired
Scarborough firefighter, and also did the bas re-
lief of Lt. Col. Sam Sharpe that is displayed on
Parliament Hill in Ottawa. 
The purpose of the memorial garden is to ho-

nour those who have died in the line of duty
and those that passed away while in active serv-
ice. 
The projected cost of the project is $240,000,

with the bronze statue on a granite base being
the focal point. MacDonald says the vision is
to create a park-like garden setting with trees

and other plant material, sidewalks and
benches, lighting, and detailed stamped con-
crete. 
“We see an opportunity to create an attractive

garden area that will be visually appealing as a
key gateway from the west when entering
town, and a way to increase the integration of
the fire hall into the community by giving peo-
ple an area of reflection and rest near the trail
system, the Uxbridge-Scott Historical museum,
and the Quaker Meeting House.” 

A model of the statue will be on display this
weekend at the Uxbridge Fall Fair; more specif-
ically, at the Fire Deparment’s display. People
are invited to stop by and see the model, pick 
up a brochure showing what the memorial

...continued on page 3

Firefighters igniting interest in new sculpture

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

RENOVATED BUNGALOW
Over 2,500 sq. ft. very tastefully renovated open concept kitchen/
living/dining rooms, hardwood floors, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 

family room, with walkout to large deck, huge laundry room, muskoka 
room with walkout to deck, large attached 2 car garage situated on 
1/2 acre.  Nothing to do but move in. Offered for sale at $879,900.  

For more information, call Marie at 416-970-8979.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
1:00 to 3:00pm  9062 Conc. 4, Sandford

Direct:
905-852-5145Patrick Bryant

Broker of Record 

Just listed!
20 Ash Green Lane

$799,900
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When the Bank says NO, call me!
Have or Need a Mortgage?
Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250 Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best Interest Rate
Highlights of what I can do for you
• Self Employed              • Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages     • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063 

Comprehensive eye exams
Glasses 
Contact Lenses 
Vision Therapy

Remember to schedule your
Back-to-School Eye Exam

29 Toronto St. S., #101, Uxbridge  

905-852-7700
www.newdimensioneye.ca

Listing Local 
Marketing Global

www.StacyKearley.com

Your Local Link to Real Estate

Re/Max All-Stars Realty
Inc. Brokerage

47 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-6143
416-570-0393 

www.stacykearley.com

Sales Representative



Tired of cooking
or don’t have
time to cook?

Call Mr. Gourmet
Home Food

905-862-3364
or order through

our website
www.gourmethomefood.ca

Free
delivery

on orders
$25 & over

Freshly cooked
delicious hot

meals
delivered right
to your door.

15%
discount

for new
customers
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Uxbridge at a Glance

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca   
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Council & Committee Meetings
Schedule for the month of September,
2019

Monday, September 9
COUNCIL MEETING, 10:00 a.m.
PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING,
11:30 a.m. ZBA 2019-06
MAPLEBROOK HOMES LTD (PART
LOTS 26 & 27, CONCESSION 6,
BLK 5 PLAN 40M-2638)

Monday, September 16
COMMITTEE MEETING, 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 18 
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING, 7:00 p.m.

Monday, September 23 
COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00 p.m.

UxPool - Fall and Winter Instructors
and Lifeguards
All interested applicants must be available
for Mandatory StaJ Training.  Resumes
with cover letter may be emailed to
Carolyn Clementson at
cclementson@uxbridge.ca
Application Deadline: 4 p.m.,
September 10, 2019

Township of Uxbridge - Spare Crossing
Guards
Me Township of Uxbridge is currently
seeking Spare Crossing Guards to cover
various locations in the Town of
Uxbridge.  If you are interested in a
position, please contact Jo Ann Merrick
at 905-852-9181 ext 202 or email:
jmerrick@uxbridge.ca

The Thomas Foster Memorial 
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of

Uxbridge  www.fostermemorial.com
Me Foster is open for tours 

Wed. to Sun. 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Fridays at the Foster

Concert Series every Friday night 
May-Sept 7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission is

donation at the door

Sept. 6: Gary McLaughlin
Gary will provide an enjoyable evening of
Pop tunes from the 70s to now. Come out
& enjoy the memories this music brings
forward.

Sept. 13 Now & Den – Vocals
With 40 years of experience, Rick & Larry
will take you back to the years of easy
living.

Sept. 20 Jamie Dompson –Urban Flute
Project
Jamie specializes in performing in
interesting architectural & natural
environments in over 50 cities world-wide.

Sept. 27 Friday at the Foster Finale-Mike
Burns Mike Burns, An entertainer & host
to a variety of music styles. 

Special Program:
Oct. 6 1:30 pm Sunday Jazz/Blues
Concert
Me best in Jazz/Blues is performed here at
the Foster with many talented performers.
Check the Website for entertainers
www.fostermemorial.com

Uxbridge Arena Community
Centre Registration Fair

NOTE NEW DATE:
Wednesday, September 11, 2019  

6:30 - 8:00pm
Book all your family activities on 

1 night!
All groups, organizations, sports teams,

dancing and lessons of all types are
invited to book a table. 

Contact Bev at 905-640-3966 or
bnortheast@powergate.ca

Employment Opportunities
Complete details and quali.cations required for these positions are available at

https://uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

We thank all those who apply, however, only those candidates selected for an interview will
be contacted. 
/e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in accordance with the
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario Human Rights
Code (OHRC). /e Township of Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the
recruitment and selection and/or assessment process to applicants with disabilities and/or
needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is collected under the authority
of /e Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

UXPOOL CLOSED
FOR ANNUAL MAINTENANCE Aug. 31 - Sept. 15

Reopening Sept 16 at 7:15 a.m.
Registration Desk remains open on modiKed hours

Pearls & Lace Craft Show
One of the longest running shows in

Uxbridge happens 
Saturday, November 2, at the

Goodwood Community Centre! 
Book your table with Bev at
bnortheast@powergate.ca

or call 905-640-3966. 

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...2019 Final Property Tax Bills
Residential, Managed Forest and Farmland Final Property Tax Bills were mailed May 29, 2019.
Commercial, Industrial and Multi-Residential Final Property Tax Bills were mailed June 6, 2019.  

De Final Tax Installment is due on September 26, 2019.

For non-payment of a tax levy on or before the respective due dates of each installment, a penalty
of 1.25% shall be imposed on the Krst day of each calendar month and thereafter in which the
default continues.  Failure to receive a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from responsibility
for payment of taxes nor liability of any penalty or interest due to late payments.  Me
penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or reduced by the Tax Department or Council for any
reason.

Tax payments can be made: in person by Interac, Cheque or Cash; by Mail (Post-dated cheques
are accepted); Telephone & Internet banking; Drop box at Town Hall (No Cash please); or at
most Financial Institutions.  Credit Cards and E-Transfers are NOT accepted for tax payments.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2019 FINAL TAX BILL FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. If a
reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee of $12 will
apply.

If you did not receive your 2019 Final Tax Bill, please call the Tax Department at 905-852-9181
ext. 211.

REWARD OFFERED
On Murs., Aug. 22, two stop signs were illegally removed from high-traLc

intersections on Sandford and Ashworth Roads.

Dis act of vandalism could have resulted in a serious vehicle accident, injury, 
or even death.

Me Township of Uxbridge is oJering a reward for information about the missing
stop signs.

Please call the Township at 905-852-9181, ext. 223
or Durham Regional Crime Stoppers 1-800-222-8477

ROAD SAFETY IS EVERYONE’S CONCERN
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FORM 6

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Municipal Act, 2001 - Ontario Regulation 181/03, Municipal Tax Sale Rules

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land described below
and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time on October 3, 2019, at the Township
of Uxbridge Municipal ODce, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge
Ontario. 

Ee tenders will then be opened in public on the same day as soon as possible after
3:00 p.m. at the Township of Uxbridge Municipal ODce, Town Hall, 51 Toronto
Street South, Uxbridge.

Description of Lands:
Roll No. 18 29 010 007 01200 0000; 1389 Brock Rd., Uxbridge; FIRSTLY: PIN
26824-0085(LT); Part Road Allowance between Regional Rd 1 & Uxbridge
Pickering Townline being Road Allowance between Concessions 4 & 5, designated
Part 5, Plan 40R24615; Uxbridge, Regional Municipality of Durham; SECONDLY:
PIN 26824-0094(LT); Part Lot 2 Concession 5 Uxbridge, designated Parts 1 & 2
Plan 40R26076; Township of Uxbridge; THIRDLY: PIN 26824-0095 (LT);  Part
Lot 2 Concession 5 Uxbridge, designated Part 4 Plan 40R26076; Township of
Uxbridge; FOURTHLY: PIN 26824-0097 (LT); Part Road Allowance between
Regional Rd 1 & Uxbridge Pickering Townline being Road Allowance between
Concession 4 & 5, designated Part 7 Plan 40R26076; Township of Uxbridge;
FIFTHLY: PIN 26824-0099(LT); Part E 1/4 Lot 2 Concession 4 Uxbridge
designated Parts 9 & 10 Plan 40R26076; Township of Uxbridge; File No. 18-01
According to the last returned assessment roll, the assessed value of the land is
$1,023,250.00
Minimum tender amount: $474,290.65

Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a
deposit of at least 20 per cent of the tender amount, which deposit shall be made
by way of a certiCed cheque/bank draft/ money order payable to the municipality. 

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the title
to, environmental risks, or any other matters relating to the land to be sold.
Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests with the potential purchasers.
/e assessed value, according to the last returned assessment roll, may or may
not be representative of the current market value of the property.

Transfers of properties in this jurisdiction that contain at least one and not more
than six single family residences and are transferred to non-residents of Canada or
foreign entities, are subject to the Province’s Non-Resident Speculation Tax (NRST). 

Eis sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules
made under that Act.  Ee successful purchaser will be required to pay the amount
tendered plus accumulated taxes and any taxes that may be applicable, such as a
land transfer tax and HST. 

Ee municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the successful
purchaser.

A copy of the prescribed form of tender is available on the website of the
Government of Ontario Central Forms Repository under the listing for the Ministry
of Municipal ABairs.

For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the prescribed form of
tender, visit:

www.OntarioTaxSales.ca
or if no internet access available, contact:

Susan Straughan
Tax Collector

Ee Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge
Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South

P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge ON   L9P 1T1
(905) 852-9181 Ext. 216
sstraughan@uxbridge.ca

...In memory of fire fighters, from page 1

garden will look like when completed, and
hopefully make a donation. 
In addition to planning fund raising activities,

the fire fighters association has partnered with
its neighbours at the Uxbridge Scott Historical
Society, as that organization was instrumental
in raising funds for the Lt. Col. Sam Sharpe

statue that now sits by the CIBC bank at the
corners of Brock and Toronto Sts.  

MacDonald says they hope to have the me-
morial project in place well before the 2024
anniversary date - he anticipates a 2021 finish
for the entire project. 
To learn more about the fire department’s me-

morial garden project, pick up a brochure at
the Fair or visit ushs.ca/firefighter  
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With regard to the last sentence in your invitation to the All Candidates Meeting extended in last week's edi-
torial, specifically, to "attend this im-
portant event and interact with the
people who want to represent
Canada on the world stage," I am
puzzled. Canadian MPs are elected to
represent their constituents' and rid-
ings' interests in Ottawa. Other than
the prime minister, there are only a
very few select Cabinet ministers
whose job descriptions also include
international duties; we mere electors
have no say whatsoever in their par-
ticular selection. While there might
be one amongst the stellar individu-
als running in Pickering-Uxbridge
this time around, my guess is none
will be part of that elite group. 
I don't want an MP who will repre-

sent Canada on the world stage -
those ministers (and their con-
stituency offices) usually have very
little time for the folks back home. I
just want someone who will repre-
sent the majority of us and our best
interests on the national stage and re-
sist the temptation to continuously
represent their party platform to us.   
Let's keep it real. 

Chris Clark
Siloam

Letters to the Editor

Back in June, we wrote a “Two Cents” about the possible fate of the Uxbridge
Fall Fair. We wrote about how it needed fresh manpower to ensure that this
longstanding town tradition continues past 2019 (it’s been going on since
1864). But nothing seemed to sink in. When the Uxbridge-Scott Historical
Society was looking for people to host tables/booths at its recent Heritage
Day event, the Fall Fair was invited, but couldn’t man the booth because
everyone that should have been available cover the spot was already busy
doing other jobs at Heritage Day. Consequently, there was no Fall Fair display
at Heritage Day. There were Fall Fair people on hand - if you saw Bev Latva,
Rick or Nancy Hannah, then you saw them - but there were no extra volun-
teers to call upon to sit for a couple of hours and chat with visitors about the
upcoming Fair.

Perhaps we weren’t bold enough in our column in June. We never want to
be alarmist, but in erring on the side of caution, we apparently didn’t quite
make our point. So let’s try again.
If people don’t step up to the plate RIGHT NOW (use of shouty caps might

help), then this year’s Fall Fair, which starts this Friday night and goes through
until Sunday evening, may very well not happen next year. Because the same
people that have been doing all the work all the time are tired. They love
what they’re doing, but they’re tired of doing it all. The editor of this paper
has lived here since 1974 and doesn’t remember a time that the Hannahs
weren’t a part of the Uxbridge Fall Fair. That’s dedication. And it’s time for
them to pass all their knowledge and experience on to another set of volun-
teers who will find they can be just as dedicated. 

Dave and Debbie Dickie run their socks off before, during and after the
Fair, and they, too, eat sleep breathe Fair the rest of the year. But a handful
of people can’t run an event the size of the Fair year after year after year. We
all know the meaning of the phrase “burn out”, yes? 
We are strongly encouraging all of Uxbridge to attend the Fair this weekend.

The rides will be stellar, the exhibits amazing, the Tractor Pull and Demoli-
tion Derby show-stopping, as always. Our Fall Fair is good. Very good. Amaz-
ing, even. But events of that calibre don’t just happen all by themselves. This
one doesn’t happen with help from council or the Township. It gets awesome
support from organizations like the Bonner Boys and the Uxbridge Horse-
men’s Association. But IT NEEDS MORE. More people to help - both on
the weekend, and throughout the rest of the year, for planning and prepara-
tion. 
Fair Manager Dave Dickie said in June: “Fair volunteers don’t have to have

a background in fair or event planning, they just need to be able to think, to
have ideas and to stick with it.”

These volunteers have stuck with it in spades and then some. It is time,
Uxbridge, to give some time and help this uniqe small town feature. Time
and again we talk about how volunteers are really what make Uxbridge go
round. Well, if anyone out there wants to make sure that the Ferris Wheel
continues to go round next year, they had better talk to a Fair board rep right
away and find out how what they can do to make it happen. Because if no
one comes forward, well - enjoy the Fair, folks. It might very well be the last
one. Alarmist tone intended.

Our two cents
A Fair-ly obvious decision

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce the winners of our
August monthly draw for the 2019 Trip of the Month:

The Monkey Mania trip was won by Irene
Phypers, Ticket #316 sold by Cyndie Jacobs

$150 prize was won by Geraldine Ball,  Ticket
#200  sold by Deb Dee

$100 prize was won by Jason Hicken, Ticket
#369 sold by Ian Morrison

Congratulations to our August winners and best of luck to all our ticket
holders for the September trip, “Witches and Broomsticks" with round
trip deluxe coach transportation to Salem, Massachusetts, 4 nights'
accommodation with breakfasts and 2 dinners, Haunted Happenings
Festival, Witches Museum, House of 
Seven Gables and a tour of the 
city of Boston. 

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS

CLASSIC CAR CRUISE-IN

Last Thursday night’s Car of the Week
was a ‘64 Eldorado Cadillac, owned by
Bruce Sinclair from Stouffville. There
were 165 cars and the 50/50 was $267.

Last week’s Cruise-in was the last for
this year; it will be back the Thursday
night before the long weekend in May,
2020, at Elgin Park.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
WE KNOW IT HURTS AND WE CARE

When you have lost someone you love, you may feel
overwhelmed, isolated and confused. This is normal

and there is help when you need it. 

GriefShare is a program that provides caring,
safe and gentle support in a group setting.

Please join us.
September 18 - December 11, 2019

Wednesday Evenings 7 - 9 p.m. at
St. Paul's Leaskdale, 12251 Regional Road #1

For information or to register
j.atkins@saintpauls.ca • (905) 852-5921
saintpauls.ca 
under the CARE tab
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In a week and a half, on Sept. 16, the
Uxbridge Cosmos will once again be hosting
an all-candidates meeting at the arena
ahead of the October federal election. At
least, we call it an all-candidates meeting,
even though the New Democratic Party
has yet to field a candidate in Pickering-
Uxbridge. In fact, with just over six weeks
left before Canadians go to the polls, the
NDP has candidates named in only 178 of
the 338 ridings.

So far, the candidates for Pickering-
Uxbridge are Jennifer O'Connell, Liberal;
Cyma Musarat, Conservative; Peter Forint,
Greens; and Corneliu Chisu, People's
Party of Canada. I don't know about the
rest of you, but I will have a decidedly hard
time choosing where or even whether, to
mark my X on the ballot.
First, the Liberals: to my way of thinking,

Jennifer O'Connell has done a worthy job
of representing Pickering-Uxbridge in Par-
liament for the last four years. As an indi-
vidual MP, I believe she deserves to be
returned. However, a vote for O'Connell
automatically registers as approval of Justin
Trudeau and his government as a whole. In
light of the SNC-Lavelin scandal, the Vice-
Admiral Mark Norman case, the Jody Wil-
son-Raybould affair, etc., plus the fact that
Trudeau broke a promise to change the
electoral system - a pledge that led many,
including myself, to vote Liberal - I find it
difficult to express any approval for the
Liberals.

Next, the Conservatives: when Andrew
Scheer's stance on the abortion issue is not
believed either by the Pro Life forces or the
Pro Choice side, it speaks volumes about
his position on other matters of social im-
portance. If Scheer can't even reassure his
own supporters, how can he unite a na-
tion?
Then, the NDP: Jagmeet Singh has, to all

intents and purposes, absolutely squan-
dered a golden opportunity to resurrect his
party. Under former leader Tom Mulcair,
the party dropped to 44 seats in 2015 after
previous leader Jack Layton had won 103
seats in 2011. When Singh was chosen to
led the party, there was a fresh new face on

the political scene and a sense that he could
rally the NDP forces. Unfortunately, he
has stayed mostly out of the limelight, to
the extent he can barely muster enough
candidates to run in just over half the rid-
ings.

The Green Party? Apart from being the
party "of the environment," as important
as the environment is, can anyone out
there tell me what else the party stands for?
You can't run a country if you're a one-
issue party.

Finally, the People's Party of Canada:
when the leader of that party, Maxime
Bernier, personally attacks a 16-year-old
Swedish environmental activist by calling
her "mentally unstable," I have to question
his own mental stability. Greta Thunberg
has Asperger's Syndrome, which is on the
autism spectrum. That a young girl can
overcome that condition - and become
known world-wide for her efforts to raise
awareness about climate change - is worthy
of commendation. Instead, anti-immi-
grant, anti-Muslim, climate-change denier
Bernier uses her condition to vilify her.
How many votes does he think that little
outburst will bring his way?

In many past all-candidates meetings
hosted by the Cosmos, be they federal,
provincial or municipal, the word has al-
ways been how "civil" they were. Trans-
lated? No one asked the candidates any
hard questions, no one held their feet to
the fire. I hope that changes on Sept. 16.

If a candidate is representing a political
party, he or she has to be ready to defend
that party's policies. If they are not ready
to do that, they at least must be able to tell
us why they, personally, deserve to be
elected. When we cast our votes, it should
be because we truly believe the candidate
or the party represented is the best to gov-
ern the country, not because we have al-
ways voted for that party or because we
dislike someone else. Unfortunately, that
usually is not the case: instead we choose
the lesser of several evils.

It seems to me that is no way to elect a
government.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I don’t remember my very first day at George
P. Mackie Public School, just off Kingston
Road in Scarborough. But my parents would
probably have remembered. Soon after I en-
tered Grade 1, my teacher, Ms. Watkins, sent
a note home for my parents.

“Why is Ted squinting?” she asked in the
note. “I moved him to the front of the class,
but I don’t think that’s enough.”

It was clear to Marjorie Watkins that I
couldn’t see the blackboard properly. So, she
and my mother arranged for an eye examina-
tion and I began a lifetime of wearing glasses
(and of taking the taunts from some of my
classmates). In addition to the story of the
note, I still have my Grade 1 report card with
Marjorie Watkins’ remarks on my progress that
year, 1955-56. As I review it 63 years later, I
realize just how perceptive and gifted she was
as my earliest educator. 

In the wake of the cuts the Progressive Con-
servative government has planned for Ontario’s
public schools, I thought I’d offer a few lines
to thank Ms. Watkins and the generations of
teachers since – from Kindergarten to Grade
12 – for their skill and guidance to students.

It was about four years after I began wearing
glasses that I met Mike Malott. As my Grade
5 teacher, and the first male instructor in my
life, he had a bit of an edge to him. Maybe
that’s because he also coached our elementary
school baseball, soccer and hockey teams; most
of his teaching spurred us to aspire higher, look
further and work collectively. In history class
– though it wasn’t on the curriculum – he re-
enacted the Dieppe raid of 1942. He had re-
searched the stories of its Canadian
participants and made them come to life in the
classroom as if he were their reincarnation.
“To the teacher in my life who instilled a pas-

sion for the past and the stories of Canadian
veterans,” I wrote in dedication to Mike in my
13th book in 2005. And in later years, before
he died, he and I played oldtimers’ hockey to-
gether, the other passion we shared.

When I moved into post-secondary educa-
tion, I attended Ryerson, then a polytechnical
institute. In my academic and broadcast-jour-
nalism classes, I met scores of brilliant instruc-
tors: Robert Gardner, who taught script
writing, Mauri Desourdy, who taught an-
nouncing, Christina Macbeth, who taught ad-
vertising, Alan Small, who taught radio
production, and Syd Perlmutter who taught
TV production. They were tough, but if we

rose to the challenge, they bent over backwards
to give us the skills to survive in the industry.

“The past is history, the future is a mystery,
and the present is a gift,” Syd always used to
say. Every day, he and his fellow instructors
gave us the gift of their knowledge. And if we
returned the favour with enthusiasm and ded-
ication to meeting deadlines, budgets and their
high standards of quality production, they put
us on the air and into production to compete
with “the big guys” – CBC, CTV, Global and
the major post houses.
Over a decade ago, our older daughter chose

to pursue a teaching career; she has taught the
middle grades of elementary school in the area
since then. And I’ve watched her annual ritual,
this time of year, preparing to make learning
the best possible journey for her students. One
Remembrance Week, a few years ago, I had the
opportunity to address her class. Every one of
her students had read pamphlets and books on
the subject I presented. Some had built models
and dioramas representing the topic. And their
questions clearly reflected the way she had mo-
tivated them to discover the stories of Cana-
dian soldiers. 

Despite such enriched learning experiences
for public school students, Premier Ford has
chosen to refer to them as “a bunch of pawns”
in the ongoing negotiations for new teacher
contracts. All of which has demoralized many
friends and family who teach. If the province
doesn’t have their back, who can teachers turn
to but each other, the parents and their unions
to fight the cuts?
After my Grade 1 teacher, Marjorie Watkins,

spotted my vision problem in 1955, and then
helped me adjust to wearing glasses, appar-
ently, I made steady progress in class that year.
In subsequent notes home to my parents on
my report card, she noted that “Ted is clearly
adjusting … and his progress is good.” So
much so that I was promoted to Grade 2 with
a “B.” 

Most of us could have seen through the cur-
rent Premier’s campaign promise that “no
teachers will lose their jobs.” The loss of one in
four jobs is more likely the reality next year.
My lone hope, however, is that the Conserva-
tive model will spare enough teachers with the
skill and vision of a Ms. Watkins to steer our
children to success in spite of the government’s
shortsighted view of public education.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Back to class with vision

Candidate Forum
Monday, September 16, 7:00 p.m.
Uxbridge Community Centre at the Uxbridge Arena
Meet the candidates running in the riding of Pickering-Uxbridge 38 Toronto Street North, Uxbridge

Tel: 905.852.1900     Email: Lvann@thecosmos.ca

Sponsored by

Your questions for the candidates
are welcome, and they will be
handled by the moderator Ted Barris

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Tough choices
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THIS WEEKEND Fri., Sept. 6: Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m. Refreshments provided by the
Uxbridge Rotary Club.

NEXT WEEK

Wed., Sept. 11: Uxbridge Horti-
cultural Society meeting. Uxbridge
Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m. Guest speaker
Wayne Hingston on “Orchids and
Hoyas”. Flower show, yearbook cover
photo contest, refreshments.
Thurs., Sept. 12: Lunch & Learn,
St. Paul's Anglican Church, 12 - 2 p.m.
Loretta Tanner of the Alzheimer Society
will speak on Dementia Awareness.
Learn to recognize warning signs, how to

get a diagnosis & learn about treatment
options available. Pay-what-you-can
lunch (suggested minimum donation $5),
followed by presentation & question &
answer period. Pre-register by calling
905-852-7016.  
Fri., Sept. 13: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club All-You-Can-Eat
Spaghetti Dinner. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
All you can eat spaghetti with garlic
bread, Caesar salad, beverage &dessert.
Cost: Adults $15, youth age 12 to 6 $5,
children under age 6 free.
Sat., Sept. 14: Harvest & Produce
Sale, Zephyr Community Centre, 9 a.m.
- 2 p.m. Fresh produce and trunk sale
items. The book sale is postponed until
October, date to be announced. 
Sat., Sept. 14: North Durham Na-
ture Hawk Watch. 9 am. Meet at
corner of Lakeridge Rd. & Reach St.
Southwest corner. Learn your raptors with
birding expert Geoff Carpentier. Ob-
serve the amazing spectacle of fall hawk
migration across Lake Ontario. Free. Pre-

register at geoff.carpentier@gmail.com.
Bring a lunch. 
Sat., Sept. 14 & Sun., Sept. 15:
Uxbridge Art on the Fringe.
Uxbridge Historical Centre, 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. both days. Over 20 exhibitors sell-
ing paintings, ceramics, jewelry, textiles
and more. Music & refreshments on site.
Presented by Artists of Uxbridge.
Sat., Sept. 14: Durham’s Largest
Yoga in the Park for Charity. Elgin
Park, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. $10 each/ $5
for kids. Hosted by NRG4Life instructors
Mo, Julie and Catherine. All ages & skill
levels welcome. Bring your own mat (or
towel/blanket) and water bottle. Pro-
ceeds benefit local charity Jennifer Ash-
leigh Children’s Charity.

COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

COMING UP

Celebratewith us!

Family and friends of Linda and Bryan Shanks are invited to their
home for a celebration of their 

Best wishes only. Instead of 50th cards, please drop off 
a donation to your local food bank.

on Sunday,
September 22

12:30 - 3:30 pm

With Murray’s passing at 87 years of age
on August 30, 2019, a bright light in this
world has gone out. Murray was born on
September 13, 1931 in Toronto to the
late Donald and Vera MacPhail. He was

the brother of Ruth, Donna (Jock) and Doug (Evelyn). Devoted and
beloved husband of Stephanie (Norton) for 50 years. Kind and loving
father to Cindy and Gary (Kristin). He will be greatly missed by his
grandchildren Jack and Stephanie Miller and Sadie and Ewan MacPhail. 

Murray was raised in Uxbridge, ON, and left the small community to
pursue bigger things in the city of Toronto. He worked tirelessly and
became President of Meadows Freight Forwarding Company. He was
passionate about his career and the relationships he developed during
that 42 year time. Aside from his commitment to his work, he will be
above all remembered for the family man he was, and his complete love
of life and love for those who were lucky enough to share it with him.
He approached everything with a sense of humour and never missed an
opportunity to experience every moment or travel to a new destination.
We know that each of us is a better person for the love and support that
Murray gave us. 

Donations to the charity of your choice or the Canadian Cancer Society
would be greatly appreciated.

Murray
MacPhail

September 13, 1931 ~
August 30, 2019

• Sports injuries
• Joint pain
• Acupuncture
• Jaw pain

Located in
Technology

Square

905-852-1122     stepforwardphysio.com 

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com
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SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless shower
doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet refacing. Painting.
Full project start to finish in-house, no sub-contractors.
Call Mark at 647-385-7334.   10/10
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St., Stouffville.
905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!   9/26 
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing, asphalt +
mould. Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath, stonework,
cement, basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 46
years’ experience. Financing. Senior discount. 905-
473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell). 9/26
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING

SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 16 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services. Call or
text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge   9/26

FOR RENT
UXBRIDGE: 2 bedroom, 1 bath- cozy main floor
apartment for rent. Quiet building. Water included,
electricity extra. $1,100/month available Oct. 1,
2019. 416-356-4468 or matt.smith1@sympatico.ca   

HELP WANTED

MARLIN TRAVEL PORT PERRY is growing again!
Looking for experienced travel consultants for our
busy Port perry office. Send resumé to
virginia.frew@marlintravel.ca   9/5

WANTED
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK DONATIONS
NEEDED. No encyclopedias, manuals or textbooks.
Drop off at library or request pickup by emailing
braunda222@gmail.com

FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL, SOLID WOOD DINING SUITE.
Table has ten (10) leaves, and will extend to easily
fit 12 people. Includes 10 solid wood chairs and a
custom table cloth. Must sell, moving. $500. 905-
904-1499.   9/12
LAWN TRACTOR MOWER for sale. Call 905-649-
2128.
MOWER, CUB CADET. Zero turn, 50” cut. Call
647-391-0326.
3 PT HITCH POST HOLE DIGGER. Used very
little. Complete with 9” auger. $600. 905-904-1499.   

EVENTS
DRAMA IN PORT PERRY: “The Door You Came
In”, play written by and starring Giller Award
nominee David Macfarlane and Juno winner Douglas
Cameron. This play-with-musical-interludes evokes
the madness of war and the glory of Newfoundland
during World War One. Sat., Sept. 28, 7 p.m., Scugog
Memorial Public Library, 231 Water St., Port Perry.
$25 at the door. Advance tickets avail. at Eco Port,
180 Queen St., Port Perry, or at the Library Desk.
For info contact lynn@lynnmcdonaldjazz.com   9/26   
MUSIC IN PORT PERRY: Old Flame Brewing Co
& Lynn McDonald present the Gabriel Palatchi Trio.
Join Argentinian pianist & composer Gabrel Palatchi
for a musical journey. Thurs., Sept. 12, 7 p.m., Old
Flame Brewing Co., 135 Perry St., Port Perry. Tickets
$20 plus one drink minimum, avail. at Old Flame &
Eco Port, 180 Queen St., Port Perry. Info at
lynn@lynnmcdonaldjazz.com   9/12
OPEN HOUSE / ANNIVERSARY: The Family of
George of Marion Comer invite you to attend an Open
House to celebrate their 60th Wedding Anniversary.
Sat., Sept. 7, 1 - 3 p.m. 270 Main St. N., Uxbridge.
Best wishes only, no gifts please.

YARD SALES
MOVING. Sat., Sept. 14, 9 a.m - 1 p.m. 12865 Conc.
3, Zephyr. Household, garden, plus. Tools, pavers,
kayak; games, books, puzzles. Proceeds to Food Bank.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Your kindness and love will al-
ways be with me each day of my
life, and I will live forever in
your house, Lord.”   Psalms  23:6

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry

and North Durham

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering, drywall

& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2 Car

Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1 Now Open!
2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic

Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-1678 Carrie Bergeron
Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

WHEN HUNGER STRIKES AT THE UXBRIDGE FAIR
THIS WEEKEND - COME SEE US! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care
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THIS GORGEOUS & UNIQUE PROPERTY
IS YOUR NEW DREAM HOME!

Custom 5 bedroom open concept home, flooded with natural light and
boasting a seamless blend of chic contemporary and classic cottage

charm. Home features on a 3/4 acre corner lot and is located on top of
a hilltop in the prestigious Mill Run community. Winding driveway lined

with breathtaking mature trees and parking for more than 10 cars.
Peaceful escape from busy city life without sacrificing accessibility -

proximity to downtown Uxbridge, Highway 404, and Lincolnville GO
Station. Truly unbelievable views in every direction! 

Don’t miss out on this exclusive property!

PRICE
REDUCED

WELCOME TO
18 MILL RUN

GATE

Steven Jin
Sales Representative

Cell: 647.882.9799
Office: 905.940.3428
Email: steven.y.jin@gmail.com

CENTURY 21®

King’s Quay Real
Estate Inc.
BROKERAGE

Each office independently
owned and operated

A real estate professional who is committed to go an extra mile.

Tired of cooking
or don’t have
time to cook?

Call Mr. Gourmet
Home Food

905-862-3364
or order through

our website
www.gourmethomefood.ca

Free
delivery

on orders
$25 & over

Freshly cooked
delicious hot

meals
delivered right
to your door.

15%
discount

for new
customers


