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RIDING IN STYLE - The Rotary Skate Park and Optimist Pump Park have been the sites of some major fashion statements, lately, with helmets of all shapes and styles

gracing the tracks. The Cosmos picked a few of its favourite helmets, and gave a big thumbs up to everyone who remembered to wear one!

Photos by John Cavers

The “Ace’ is on pace for successful return

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Fall is coming, school is starting, COVID
is still in the news - and “Catch the Ace”
is starting up again! Next week, on Sept.
9, the Rotary Club of Uxbridge’s popular
“Catch the Ace” Progressive Weekly Lot-
tery tickets will be on sale at all the regular
retail outlets for the initial September 15
draw. As was the case for the first three
sessions of the progressive lottery, the
draws will take place every Tuesday at 5
p.m. in the club room of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch #170. For those new
to this weekly lottery, those ticket retailers
are: Canadian Tire Uxbridge, Vince’s
Markets Uxbridge, PharmaSave and the
Legion (club room). Individual draw tick-
ets are still $5 each and are available from
Wednesday morning till the close of busi-

ness the following Monday.

Just to add a little incentive to this
round, the Rotary Club and the Legion
are funding an initial jackpot of $1,000,
regardless of week one ticket sales. The
full rules are posted on the Uxbridge Ro-
tary website.

The first three draws of “Catch the Ace”
have, according to the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge, resulted in gross ticket sales of
$269,000 and weekly and jackpot prize
payouts of $134,500. Net proceeds
amounted to $103,500 which was dis-
tributed directly to local charitable part-
ners.

“With the vast majority of winners being
local, that really amounts to $238,000
that went back into the Uxbridge econ-
omy,” explains lottery co-organizer and
Rotarian Ian Morrison. “Local businesses

prosper by winners spending their prize
money here at home and Rotary wins by
being able to continue funding its chari-
table initiatives here locally.”

Morrison says the Catch the Ace com-
mittee considered the concept of online
ticket sales, but when they analyzed the
possibility, they found that there would
be a “significant reduction” in net profit
that would be available for charities due
to the software and processing costs.

“We decided “if it’s not broken, why fix
it?” says Morrison. “Our retail outlets
have been behind us from day one. As
well, not all our loyal ticket purchasers are
comfortable with online shopping and we
feel everyone should have the opportunity
to play.”

Watch the Cosmos front page for weekly

winners starting September 17.
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GUARANTEED OPENING JACKPOT

$1,000

STARTING WITH 52 CARDS
2,000 TICKETS MAX. $5 PER TICKET

In support of Rota ry
Club of Uxbridge

over $100,000

T0 DATE IN SUPPORT OF LOCAL CHARITIES!

Lottery rules at
uxbridgerotary.com/catchtheace

Ontario Problem Gambling Hotline 1-888-230-3505
No one under 18 may purchase a ticket or win the lottery.

e Self Employed

Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing?
Call Tim Gardner sos 6290250

Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

| work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate.
Highlights of what | can do for you:

* Reverse Mortgages e Office/Industrial buildings
e Alternative Lending Specialists
Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063

e Refinances

COLDWELL BANKER
Marie Persaud

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
& Office: 905-852-4338
S www.mariepersaud.ca

SOLD...to my happy buyer!

This boutique condo has one less suite available. If you are looking
to buy or sell, please don’t hesitate to call me at 416-970-8979.

| have buyers looking for all kinds of properties. Bungalows...

in town and on acreage, | have downsizers and upsizers, people
looking to build on a lot. Some need a shop/garage to fit several
vehicles. Some are looking for
a unique, private and discreet
setting. If you have something
that sounds like any of these,
please don’t hesitate to reach
out to me or your preferred
realtor and have them call

me to discuss.
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Discover Your Uxbridge!
Find out what’s happening this fall.

¢ Local Food, Beer & Cider Trails
¢ Self-Guided Art & Historical Tours
* Upcoming Events
* Trail Maps
* Things to Do
* Local Trip Ideas
¢ Business Information
www.DiscoverUxbridge.ca

905-852-0400
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Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for September, 2020

Monday, Septem

ber 7

LABOUR DAY
NO COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, September 8,

7:00 p.m.

VIRTUAL ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE

Monday, September 14

10:00 a.m.

COUNCIL MEETING

11:30 a.m.
PUBLIC PLANNING

MEETING

ZBA 2020-02 — STOUFFVILLE GLASS

(CAIRO)

Wednesday, September 16

7:00 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING

Monday, September 21

10:00 a.m.

COMMITTEE MEETING

11:30 a.m.
PUBLIC PLANNING

MEETING

ZBA 2020-03 - KHANI/TRAMONTI

Monday, September 28

7:00 p.m.

COUNCIL MEETING

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1
905-852-9181

info@uxbridge.ca

FROM THE TAX OFFICE.
Property Tax due date is September 28, 2020.

Tax Payments Options:

* At Township Municipal Office with cash,
cheque or debit. Credit cards and e-transfers
are not accepted for tax payments.

* In an after-hours Drop Box located in the
Municipal Office front parking lot. — DO
NOT DEPOSIT CASH Post-dated
cheques accepted;

* By Mail - Payments must reach the
Municipal Office by the due date;

* Through Internet or Telephone Banking;

¢ At most Financial Institutions.

Penalty/Interest Charges:

For non-payment of a tax levy on or before the
respective due dates of each installment, a
penalty of 1.25% shall be imposed on the first

day of each calendar month and thereafter in

which the default continues. Failure to receive
a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from
responsibility for payment of taxes nor liability
of any penalty or interest due to late payments.

The penalty/interest charges cannot be
waived or reduced by the Tax Department or
Council for any reason.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2020 FINAL TAX
BILL FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. If
a reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of
Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee
of $12.00 will apply.

If you did not receive your 2020 Final Tax Bill,
please call the Tax Department at 905-852-
9181 ext. 211.

Employment Opportunities

Complete details of these positions are
available at www.uxbridge.ca/careers

The Township of Uxbridge is now accepting
applications from qualified applicants for the
following positions:

Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, Parking

Enforcement

® “Jp to 10 hours

Pennlt required for / /

Up to 10 hours
o avarmight

Resumés will be accepted at:

Town Hall, Attention Kristina Bergeron, By-
law Manager, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1, or by email at
kbergeron@uxbridge.ca

Applications will be accepted up to
September 14 at 5:00 p.m.

DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE IS
OPEN FOR BUSINESS
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Suggested Parking For:

Circle K Variety

Capt. George's Fish & Chips
Travel Plus

All Seasons Driving School
Sugar FX

Sushi Park

Audiovision Plus

Meat Merchant

Pizza Pizza

MT Hangars
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7 Bascom St.

Bredin's Bakery
Uxbridge Cell Phone +
Salt Life Cave & Spa

Getaway Travel

The Foggery

The Lemonade Stand
Main St. Realty
Mondo Hair Salon

Perla Dental

Viper Marketing

Ash’s Lashes

Breakaway Therapy & Training
Chances Are

Centennial Drive will be
cm through traffic Suggested Parking For:
a strians .
beginning Sept. 8thfor 0 e
4 months. Brock St. is Luciite o
closed to through traffic ki
and pedestrians during Albert St. Businesses
September Brock St. businesses
Please follow detour signs
and leave extra time to
reach your destination
if travelling through
Downtown Uxbridge. Suggested Parking For:
PEDESTRIAN ROUTES g

Col. McGrady's Pub & Grill
Pedestrians can Royal Lepage Frank Real Estate
use the footpath through Toronko St Businesses
Cintermial Pk o e SRR
between Bascom St. and
the parking lot behind the
library.

Road Closure Barricade

To access Brock St. stores Condnistor aa
along Brock St. use the

Parking

Pedestrian Walkway

footpath behind Circle K Variety store.

downtown

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.

Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

Please support our local
usinesses

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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Steel finally going up for new
Uxbridge Health Centre

by Justyne Edgell,

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The culvert project in downtown Uxbridge
isn’t the only construction site taking over
the town this summer. Anyone driving by
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital lately has
noticed the equipment and crews labouring
away there. Don’t get too excited - this isn’t
a new hospital (that’s coming later), but it
is the location of the new Uxbridge Health
Centre, a building that will be called home
by many health services including the doc-
tors from 2 Elgin Park Dr. (the Rexall
plaza), who are the new building owners.
“This project is a dream that our group has
been nurturing
for several years,
and two years
ago, the timing
just seemed to
be right and we
were able to get
started,” says the
Uxbridge
Health Centre’s
administrator,
Debbie Edgell.
After months
of planning and
securing tenants
such as Phar-
maSave, a den-

tal centre, Alpha

projected to be complete in June 2021, and,
according to Edgell, is anticipated to change
the face of primary care for the community.

“Having multiple medical services under
one roof, in a town with a large elderly pop-
ulation, is hugely beneficial,” she explains.
“This will limit the number of required trips
out of town for specialist appointments and
other health needs, by creating a hub for
health care right in Uxbridge.”

As community members who live and
work in Uxbridge, the team at Uxbridge
Health Centre says it is excited to be creat-
ing what is planned to be a centre of medical
excellence.
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An artistic rendering of the new Uxbridge Health Centre, which is currently being
constructed next to the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital on Campbell Dr.

Submitted photo

Labs and a café
by Annina’s of
Goodwood, the

The Uxbridge & District Lions are

conducting our annual

Stay at home and get art-to-go

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Some young people in Uxbridge won't be heading back to the classroom next week, and the
Uxbridge Youth Centre (UYC) says it has just the thing to keep homeschoolers busy. The
centre is launching a new program called ‘Art-To-Go’ and, according to UYC program facil-

itator Dale McKnight,

the goal of the program is to provide access to online art tutorials

and free kits containing all the supplies the youth need to complete those tutorials from home.

McKnight explains how it works: “Every week we will
be posting a new video. If the kids are interested in try-
ing out the craft from the video, they (or their parents)
can pick up a free kit from the UYC at a scheduled
pickup time. The kits will be available for pickup every
week and will contain the materials required for the craft
posted during that week.”

The program is being funded by a Durtham Commu-
nity Foundation grant.

“We want kids to be able to enjoy arts and crafts from
home, but we realize that they may not have all the sup-
plies required for certain activities,” says McKnight.
“The Art-To-Go program is our way of making sure kids

have free access to those supplies so they can enjoy new K

arts and crafts projects from home every week.”

Participants are encouraged to send pictures of their |

craft to the UYC once it’s done, and if anyone wants to
request a specific craft, they should send a message to
info@uxbridgeyouthcentre.com
Register for an Art-To-Go kit at
uxbridgeyouthcentre.com under “Programs”.
Also note, the UYC has extended the deadline of the

writing contest to Sept. 8.
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building is fi-
nally getting off
the ground.

“It will be a
two-story build-
ing, with a large
in the
entrance. We are

3 Voluntary Road Toll
this year at the Zehrs, Walmart,
LCBO plaza on

September 11 and 12.

Our club supports over forty groups
either located in our community

or serving the people of this
community and this year we are
actively engaged in developing a
Universal Playground (accessible

to children of all abilities).

CHANCE TO

WIN'%$50,000!

WEEKLY DRAW EVERY TUESDAY AT 5PM

atrium

envisioning  a
bright and wel-
coming space to
not only wait for
an appointment
but also to meet
with friends and
enjoy a coffee
and a treat,” says

Edgell.
The building is

In light of the fact that many people TICKETS AVARABLE AT

do not normally carry cash in these
challenging times, we ask for
members of the public to make a
point of doing so when they go out
on September 11 and 12.

Thank You!

Vinces f;?
2 EAcy

ONLY 2000 TICKETS SOLD PER WEEK

FIRST DRAW SEPTEMBER 15™

Support Your Local Legion
Uxbridge Branch # 170 Re-Opening
On September 3rd Wednesday to Friday
4:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Wing Nights The 1st and 3rd Thursday
109 Franklin St. info@905-852-5293
uxbridgelegion.ca/Facebook

IN SUPPORT OF

OVER $100,000 RAISED TO
DATE FOR LOCAL CHARITIES
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Club of Uxbridge v

"FOR FULL CONTEST DETAILS VISIT
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Our two cents

You've got this

A few notes on Back-to-School 2020:

To the all the teachers/educational assistants and others who work in the
classrooms - we hope that, amid the turmoil, the stress and the uncertainty
that the beginning of this unusual school year brings, you find joy in being
back in the classroom and working with students again. It will not be easy
for you; we want you to feel supported. You're doing a tough job at the best
of times, under very strange circumstances. You've got this.

To all the students that are heading back into classrooms that dont look like
any classroom you've been in before, or the students who are tackling lessons
online - new challenges and learning are what you're in school for, so be kind
to your educators. Have patience with them and they’ll have patience with
you. Be nice to your classmates; they’re still people behind those masks. It
doesn’t matter if you're in kindergarten or fourth-year university - it's going
to be weird. No other word for it. You've got this.

To all the parents who have either chosen to send their child(ren) to school,
or keep them at home to learn online - you know whats best for you and
your family, and your kids will grow to be outstanding individuals no matter
where they learn. You've got this.

To all the school administrators, from secretaries to superintendents - rules
are changing daily, and you're juggling a million balls all at once. You won't
please all the people all the time, but remember, you're doing what it takes to
keep a small army of people safe, and that’s what's important. You've got this.

To the custodians and caretakers tasked with endlessly cleaning and sanitiz-
ing school properties - you're so often unsung, but you are, perhaps, the ones
closest to Ground Zero. Your job is never an easy one, and COVID-19 com-
pounds it a million-fold. Thank you for all you do. You've got this.

To the school bus drivers and others who supply transportation for school
children - you only see these kids for a short time every day, but your impact
on them is huge. A school bus is a difficult place to try and manage separation
and distancing at any time, and now it’s even more complicated, so compli-
cated you have to start a week later, just to make sure everything is in place.
When you do finally hit the road, safe travels. You've got this.

To the crossing guards - you're out sun, snow and sleet, and this pandemic
is another storm you’ll have to weather. You're an integral part of the school
experience, and will also feel the effects of this odd school year. Know that
you can do a great job keeping children safe from traffic; masks, hand-wash-
ing and protocols will have to do the rest. You've got this.

And finally, to everyone else. The reality of the situation is, none of us really
know how back-to-school is going to play out. We need to be patient with
ourselves and one another. Use common sense. Don't be afraid to change the
game mid-way through if it isn’t working for you. The final goal is we all sur-
vive intact, right? We've got this.

When one of
these disappears,
A LOT disappears.
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RATHER THAN WRITE ABOUT
WHAT YOU DID THIS SUMMER, LET’S
ALL WRITE ABOUT WHAT YOU
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Letters to the Editor

Re: Am I Wrong?’ Aug. 27 edition

Mr. Varley is not wrong that Erin
O’Toole had been a member of par-
liament for eight years at the time he
was elected party leader of the Con-
servatives (“O’Toole has taken on a
big job for someone who has only
been in politics for eight years”).
Mr. Varley would also not have been
wrong had he pointed out that Justin
Trudeau was elected party leader of
the Liberals after less than five years
as a member of parliament (October
14, 2008 - April 14, 2013) and Jag-
meet Singh was elected party leader
of the NDP prior to being elected as
a member of parliament.
Jim Reive

Usxbridge

The pandemic has really brought
home how poorly served rural resi-
dents of Uxbridge, Pickering and
Scugog are in terms of internet ac-
cess. This week, the Nova Scotia gov-
ernment announced that its Internet
for Nova Scotia Initiative, a specially

created crown corporation (www.in-
ternet.developns.ca), will further ex-
pand service so that 97 per cent of
the largely rural province gets high-
speed internet by the summer of
2022.

Ninety-seven per cent! What are
OUR township, regional and provin-
cial governments now doing?

Bruce Coben
Goodwood

On behalf of Canadian Blood Serv-
ices, I would like to thank the
Uxbridge Arena and Recreation Cen-
tre for opening their facility during
the pandemic to allow us to set up a
mobile blood donation event on Sep-
tember 5. We look forward to wel-
coming residents of Uxbridge to this
event that will allow us to continue
to help hospital patients in need.
On average, someone in Canada re-
quires blood or blood products every
60 seconds. Generous blood donors
in Uxbridge make a vital difference
in the lives of thousands of patients.
The additional measures we have in

place at all donor events include well-
ness checkpoints, the wearing of
masks by everyone in the donor cen-
tre, increased and thorough environ-
mental cleaning and strict physical
distancing. These measures are in
place to ensure our donors, volun-
teers and staff are safe in the donor
environments, and these measures
have instilled the confidence of pub-
lic health authorities that your well-
being is safeguarded at our donor
events.

We encourage donors to book ap-
pointments over the coming weeks
and months to help maintain an ad-
equate level of blood and blood
products for patients in Canada.

To book an appointment for any
upcoming donation event, download
the GiveBlood app available for iOS
on the App Store or for Android on
Google Play, call 1 888 2 DONATE
(1 888 236 6283) or visit blood.ca

Jennifer Mathieu
Territory Manager
Donor Relations
Canadian Blood Services

Stockpiled those

by Shelagh Fitz

Hang on to your empties for one
more week, if you can - on Saturday,
Sept. 12, from 9:30 a.m. undil 3:30
p.m., the Uxbridge Rotary Club is
holding a bottle drive in the Cana-
dian Tire parking lot. Bottle Drive
chairperson Dale Hickey hopes this
event is even more successful than
the previous bottle drive, which saw
$5,080 worth of beer cans, cooler
cans, beer bottles, wine bottles, and
liquor bottles collected.

“The community saw it as a win-
win,” says Hickey. People will once
again be able to quickly and effi-
ciently drop off their personal stock-

pile of empties without the

empties? Donate them to Rotary

constraints that the pandemic has
placed on traditional bottle return
protocol and feel good about it in the
process.

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge, like
all service clubs, has had to reinvent
itself in the face of COVID-19.
“Many of our regular fundraising
events have been cancelled or cur-
tailed,” says club president Fran Tay-
lor.

The Catch the Ace Lottery was shut
down in March of this year and has
been on hold since then. The popular
progressive lottery fundraiser is a
shared initiative that supports the
Canadian Tire Jumpstart program,
the Royal Canadian Legion and the
Rotary Club of Uxbridge. It is set to

resume on Sept. 5.

Taylor acknowledges that “it was
with a heavy heart” that the Rotary
executive made the decision to cancel
the 2020 Rotary Christmas Home
Tour. The unknowns with respect to
the pandemic made it impossible to
plan and implement all that is neces-
sary to make a safe and successful
home tour. The group hopes that the
funds raised through the bottle drives
will offset these losses.

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge
fundraises to support local, national
and global initiatives. For more infor-
mation about the club and the initia-
tives it supports, visit the website at
uxbridgerotary.com
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Earlier this week, I stopped by Uxbridge Public
School to see if I could look at how the school
is preparing for next week's back-to-school
opening and possibly talk to staff about they
felt going into this new and unusual school
year. I left with nothing.

I was told by the principal that I would have
to contact the Durham District School Board
to set up an appointment. I was further told
that no members of staff are allowed to talk to
the media.

A call to the communications department of
the DDSB led to me being told I could not go
to the school or talk to the staff but I could talk
to the director of the DDSB. Explaining that I
was already aware of what DDSB was laying
out for COVID-19 protocols - (I watched a
two-hour YouTube presentation by the DDSB
a couple of weeks ago and reported on those
protocols in the Cosmos) - 1 said I wanted the
local angle. I didn’t want to hear from the board
again, I wanted to talk to someone in the
schools here, in Uxbridge. No, sorry, talk to the
director or no one.

Also this week, the Cosmos became aware of a
situation which is causing concern for some
residents in the Goodwood area. In an attempt
to determine what is (was) going on, the Cos-
mos reached out to the township for more de-
tails. The paper received an e-mail response
which stated in part: "While we cannot disclose
the details of the file, please know that the
Township has engaged other agencies, and is
applying every means we have at our disposal
to address the situation.”

In both these cases, we have those in positions
of power telling us they will let us know what
they want us to know and nothing else. For the
countless number of parents of school-age chil-
dren, the message being sent seems to be:
"don't ask questions, trust us, we know what
we're doing." For the residents in Goodwood,
the message being sent seems to be: "don't ask
questions, trust us, we know what we're
doing."

Anybody who works for the DDSB, includ-
ing the director, is working for the public and
anyone working for the township of Uxbridge
is working for the public. In that case, residents
have the right to know how these public em-
ployees are handling certain issues, particularly
those issues that directly affect the residents.

Parents of school-age children have the right
to know just exactly how the back-to-school
set-ups are being put into place, what unfore-
seen problems, if any, are arising and whether

House Special —§

i Battered Halibut, 3 battered ;
i black tiger shrimps, 3 breaded 2 for $20 or 3 for $28
bay scallops, onion rings, fresh
cut fries and choice of Salad.

Am | Wrong?

column by Roger Varley

Don’t ask questions

4 Banff Rdoad
Uxbridge

905-852-8889

Now Open daily
for Dine In!
11am - 8pm

Checkout our
full menu at
Halibuthouse.ca/menu

the teachers have any worries or reservations.
Even if they don’t, we should know that too. A
little reassurance would be nice. But, appar-
ently, teachers are not allowed to voice any con-
cerns they might have. Only the director of the
DDSB is allowed to say anything.

In the Goodwood case, the township essen-
tially just patted us on the head and told us to
not worry, everything is being looked after. But
when it further tells us "other agencies" have
been engaged and the township is "applying
every means we have at our disposal to address
the situation,” it is more or less admitting the
issue is one that causes concern - but that the
residents (through the newspaper) shouldn't be
concerned?

What people fail to understand is that even-
tually, despite all the efforts the powers-that-be
make to the contrary, the questions the media
have will eventually be answered. And when
those answers finally do come, those same pow-
ers will then be asked why they felt the need to
delay those answers.

I might point out that both of the above cases
revolve around the COVID-19 pandemic and
if there is anything of concern to the general
public at this moment in time, that most defi-
nitely would take Number One spot. And yet
it seems we still have public officials who are
willing to withhold information from the gen-
eral public.

Back in May I wrote a column which began:
"It's an old axiom that knowledge is power. At
its most basic, it means those who have needed
information can act on it, while those who
don't have the information cannot." And so it
continues. If teachers have any concerns or
worties, surely they should be allowed to pass
those on to parents facing the difficult decision
of whether to send their children back into the
classroom or not. If there is something going
on in Goodwood that could potentially affect
residents, they have a right to know. Not to
mention that the information released could
help other residents of the township keep an
eye and ear out for similar situations in their
neighbourhoods.

There is a lot that goes on in council that res-
idents aren’t privy to because of confidentiality
concerns; many, many council meetings end
with "in-camera" sessions. But it seems to me,
in withholding information from the media,
council is extending that confidentiality be-
yond the in-camera sessions. So much for
openness and transparency.

Tell me, am I wrong?
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column by Ted Barris

The countdown continues to Sept. 8. Five days
until all high schools in Ontario begin the fall
2020 semester. And at least as many until ele-
mentary school children begin a staggered re-
entry to class. But the jostling continues too. The
premier and his ministers of education and
health are on one side. And the rest of us sit on
the other, trying to get a handle on the way
learning will look and sound come Sept. 8 or
thereabouts. Then, on Tuesday, Christine Elliott
responded to a question from a reporter at the
government’s daily media conference.

“Why can't the Ontario government mandate
class size at 15 students?” the reporter asked.

M. Elliott stepped to the microphone and ex-
plained that she too has three adult children
who've been facing some of the same questions
the rest of us face. Then, she defended the
province’s decision not to keep class sizes at 15.
“We cannot promise zero risk in schools,” she
said.

The moment she said that, I had to concede
that perhaps she was right. The same way seat-
belts cannot guarantee 100 per cent survival in
a collision, or having a fire extinguisher in one’s
home doesn’t ensure survival in a fire, or —
maybe even more relevant — that no vaccine can
protect everybody from every infection... there’s
no sure-fire way to keep children at school com-
pletely free of COVID-19. However, unlike peo-
ple’s personal vehicles, preventing fires in private
homes or fighting off viruses and disease with
vaccines, school classrooms are pretty static
places with extremely controllable environments.

First of all, outside of hospitals, I can’t think of
any other public institutions in Ontario’s com-
munities, where there are more regulations, pro-
tocols, guidelines, systems and just plain rules of
engagement than our schools. They’re governed
by provincial laws, boards of education bylaws,
principals’ experience, educators’ professional
conduct, ethical and moral standards and, if
nothing else, Canada’s Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, for goodness sake. And with class-
rooms about to open after a six-month lock-
down, one would think provincial education and
health ministries have had ample time to con-
sider all the variables and therefore conclude —
as with everything else — that students in class-
rooms have to be arranged with the priority of
preventing COVID-19 transmission, nearly
above all else.

I have a number of friends in my immediate
bubble who are experienced teachers — at the el-
ementary, high school and university level. One
informed me that custodians at her public ele-
mentary school have reconfigured her class to
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The Barris Beat

% Why not demand zero risk?

hold 21 desks; she pointed out that none of the
21 desks is the required two-metre physical dis-
tance from any of the others. What's more, she’s
going to have to find room for more pupils.
They've assigned 23 to her classroom, not 21.
Instructors at the high school and college levels
say that the online alternative will help keep
those teaching environments safer. But clearly
we can't expect all secondary and post-secondary
learning to happen in front of a computer
screen.

And when high schoolers do return to class-
rooms, the way COVID-19 is trending (with
more younger adults contracting it than older
ones), I'm inclined to agree with the teachers’
unions. All four of them are demanding the
province pay attention to its own labour laws.
Harvey Bischof, president of the secondary
teachers’ union, spoke to reporters on Monday.
“We are looking for the ministry (of labour) to
issue ... orders to keep students safe in schools,”
meaning the two-metre distancing that the gov-
ernment expects everywhere else.

But the health minister’s comment that her
government ‘cannot promise zero risk in
schools” bothered me for other reasons. It seems
to me that on March 17, when the premier de-
clared a state of emergency — closing office build-
ings, day-care facilities, churches, parks and
playgrounds, libraries, restaurants, bars, concert
halls, movie theatres, swimming pools, gymna-
siums ... and schools — he was enforcing zero
risk on everybody in the province. Indeed, dur-
ing his daily trips to the lectern at Queen’s Park
with his ministers in tow, nearly every day Pre-
mier Ford demanded zero tolerance of anything
but complete compliance. And all 14 million
Ontarians — as he often repeated — have done
their best to stay within his guidelines through
all three stages of re-opening too.

So, why can’t his administration apply the same
precautionary measures in Ontario schools? If
physical distancing must happen with desks in
office towers, chairs in barbershops, dining tables
in restaurants or outside on sidewalk patios, why
not where the most precious of this province’s
assets — Ontario’s children — be treated the same
way? What's good for the economic and social
goose, must be as good for the education gander.

The premier said he was “begging for teachers’
unions to work with us.” Meanwhile, a growing
number of parents, teachers and even students —
are begging the province to live up to the same
zero tolerance of allowing a second wave that it’s
demanding everywhere else.

For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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Grilled Atlantic Salmon

Cod Fish and Chips
Buy 1 for $11

at
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Haddock Fish and Chips
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8+2 pieces of battered

black tiger shrimp
served with $0éwq/99I
]

cocktail sauce
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COMING UP

THIS WEEKEND

Sat., Sept. 5: Canadian Blood
Services Blood Donor Clinic. 9
a.m.- 1:30 p.m. Uxbridge Arena & Com-
munity Centre. Visit www.blood.ca to
book an appointment.

UPCOMING

Mon., Sept. 21: Uxbridge Loaves
& Fishes Food Bank Annual Gen-
eral Meeting. 10 a.m. St. Andrew's
Chalmers Presbyterian Church, Gymna-
sium. Seats are limited fo ensure proper

social distancing. Please reserve your
seat by calling 905-852-0392 or email
uxbridgeloavesandfishes@hotmail.com

COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board for community events organ-
ized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. The Uxbridge Cosmos
does not assume responsibility for the
events listed here with regards to whether
the event adheres to federal/provin-
cial/municipal COVID-19  protocols.
Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca or call 905-
852-1900.

Music Lessons

In-person and online lessons offered in piano, theory and all band
instruments. Beginner to grade 10 RCM. 32 years experience.

Tutoring - All Subjects

In-person and online. Kindergarten to grade 6.

3
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Susan McMullen

B.Mus., B.Ed., ARCT, OCT

Royal Conservatory of Music Certified

21B South Balsam Street, Uxbridge

905-904-0570

susanmcmullen100@gmail.com [f] Susan Jean Thomas McMullen
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WE CHALLENGE YOU TO RECYCLE
NEWSPAPERS INTO SOMETHING NE

Local artists present virtual art show

Submitted by Jane Butler

This year, so many art shows and fes-
tivals have been cancelled because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. That has-
n't stopped a local art group, how-
ever. Its members have been drawing
and painting through this period of
social distancing, and have found a
different format to present the final
products.

Artists of Uxbridge normally hosts
its annual art show as part of the Art

Cheers

on the Fringe festival at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, but this year the
group is having an online art show
during the month of September to
display the various artists’ work. Vis-
itors to artistsofuxbridge.ca are in-
vited to peruse the site and enjoy the
artwork. If you are interested in pur-
chasing a piece in the virtual show,
or would like to see more work by
the same artist, contact the Artists of
Uxbridge at uxartgroup@gmail.com

Artists would be happy to display
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Hundred Years!

Norma O’ Connor 15 going to be 100 years young!

Please join us for a socially distanced drop in. Masks required.

SATURDAY
SEPT

RCL Uxbridge
109 FRANKLIN ST,
UXBRIDGE

DEADLINE
TVl EXTENDED TO
OCTOBER 13!

1:30-
4:30

their work in a COVID-safe man-
ner, and a pre-arranged appointment
with the artist might include artwork
on ecasels on the porch or set out on
lawn furniture ready for your visit.

Artists of Uxbridge is a not-for-
profit local art group that meets reg-
ularly to bring artists together,
promoting and supporting art in our
community. New members at all
levels are welcome.

Sea Buckthorn
Harvest & U Pick

Located in the hamlet of Leaskdale, we
are fruit, berry and vegetable growers.
Growing organically and chemical free.
This amazing Super Berry is one of our
main crops We supply berries, juice and
young trees. Also available a great
selection of garlic including; Porcelain,
Rocambole and Purple Stripe.

U Pick until September 18

Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Sun.
10:00 to 5:00

Montgomeryshire
Orchard

12049 Durham Rd. 1, Leaskdale
416-346-6349

NN
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Send submissions to The Uxbridge Cosmos newspaper. Entries will also be submitted to the
Ontario Community Newspapers Association for consideration in a provincial contest.

RULES:

®

Participants must repurpose newspaper into something creative and /or functional (anything
goes - ballgown, basket, lampshade) and submit it to The Uxbridge Cosmos.

Note: While a piece created 100% of newspaper is ideal, we recognize that other materials
may be necessary for framework and stability. Therefore, a piece MUST consist of at least 70%

In addition to a brief description about the participant’s
creation, a series of photos or videos taken during the
construction process must also be submitted.

»
“ . AN

CATEGORIES INCLUDE: Isla Williams, a 12-year-old Standard Newspaper

+ Open
. Juﬁior under 12 carrier in Uxbridge used leftover newspapers to
» Family Provincial Prize design a custom dress



The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, September 3, 2020

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture
905-852-2275

www.gilldercroft.com

GOODWOOD
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

905 852 0057 ©

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE

and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call

905
852-1900
for detuails

Windcrest

elecirical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windecrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

RON BROWN AuTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North
905-852-5981

need a hand?

Call My Guy

Handyman Services
For all your
home
projects

Brad @ 647-472-1484

OOR SERVICE inc.
Garage Doors
~ &Openers
C.H. )58
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com
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LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“Yes, the LORD has done
great things for us, and we

are overjoyed.”
UXBRIDGE BRANCH

Psalm 126:3
More Bible help at:

Canadian Bible Society
www.biblesociety.calthe_word_and_you

The Word. For Life.

« ISA Certified Arborists
« Bucket & Crane Trucks
« Consulting

« Fertilizing

905-852-5313
H.H. Goode & Son

(1987) Ltd.

Corner of Brock St. W. & Victoria, Uxbridge

* Feed & Farm Supplies
* Pet Foods
e Water Softener Salts

905-852-3355 Rt

20\e

a\\
Fax 905-852-3356 L

\TiFJ TREE CARE

SINCE 1981
« Hydro Line Clearing

« Stump Grinding

« Tree Pruning and Removals

- Planting and Plant Health Care

UTSTreeCare.ca

2
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@ Masterfeeds

The Uxbridge
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g4, Alec Leask
g==x Earthmoving
& Haulage

Large and Small Jobs Welcome
* Site Preparation

* Basements & Driveways

¢ Trenching & Drainage

* Septic Systems

/I Ay ”

Uxbridge & area
Mobile/Text: 416-346-1623
www.alecleask.com

GARDENARTE

GARDENS DESIGNED : REFINED : CARED FOR BY HAND

* Garden Renovation
* Planting & Redesign
* Regular or as-needed Garden Care
by former Master Gardener
& Qualified Plantsman

416-709-0385
gardenartskf@gmail.con

ZEPHYR ORGANICS GARLIC IS BACK!
QﬁE ME4 b CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

MERCHANT.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1990

905-852-9892

3 Brock Street West

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

BRIAN J.
EVANS
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Best GIC rate: 1.90%

Terms & conditions apply
Effective Aug 31st, 2020

LIFE INSURANCE

YOU CAN AFFORD...
We Can Help You!

38 Toronto Strect North, Unit 2
905-852-3184  www.investsmart.ca

Tails
oh

Jojgy clh)lc.h.re and
overhiyL'l‘ Iocl?injs
416-525-6161

tailsonwagg390 @gmail.com

CLASSIFIED

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES

ONTARGET ELECTRIC INC. = Master
Electrician and Licensed Electrical
Contractor, ESA/ECRA license #7013923.
Electrical upgrades, repairs, new builds
and renovations. Covid safe. For more
information visit www.ontargetelectric.ca
or contact sam@ontargetelectric.ca
(289) 3382734 10/22

HUMAN RESOURCES SERVICES.
Experienced, certified and local HR
professional providing flexible support
for all your HR needs. Offered both on-
and off-site, services are available on a
project basis, monthly retainer, as-
needed basis, or ongoing pari-time

arrangement. Contact Sally Cousland at
416-420-9393 or sally@sechrservices.ca

FOR

to discuss your needs. For more
information visit www.sechrservices.ca.
9/24

OPEN FOR BUSINESS - HOME-
WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for
16 years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, follw wus on Instagram -
HomeWaichUxbridge 9/24

OLE” HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing  and  landscaping.
Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured

Y

Let your customers
know with an ad!

Lvann@thecosmos.ca

905-852-1900

647-220-9173

& quaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen,
bath, stonework, cement, basements,
flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 48 years'
experience. Financing. Masks worn.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-
225-3311 (cell).  9/24

THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details.
905-642-3339. An upliffing experience!

WANTED

PICK-UP PERSON: Person to pick up
scrap metal at a business in town. Needs
to be collected 3 times a week on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Call
Darryl for further information. 416-346-
6349. 9/3

BOOKKEEPER WANTED: Occasional
hookkeeping assistance needed in my
Uxbridge home office (2 person office).
Must have significant experience with
QUICKBOOKS ~ Desktop,  Microsoft
products. Occasional hours can grow into
a regular part-fime position. Please
contact Caren at 905-852-8830 or leave
a message on my cell 416-258-5593.

FOR SALE

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $150 face
cord. $80 1/2 face cord. Delivery
included. 905-622-0548. 9/3

EVENTS

HORSESHOES:  Come & play
Horseshoes af the Uxbridge Historical
Centre on Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. We
follow COVID-19 protocol. Call Bob Kirvan
to enroll 9058529176 or for
information. 9/3
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Uxbridge
Studio Tour
2020000

Free Self-Guided Art Tour

Virtual, outdoor & indoor tours
available. See website for details.

( CENTRAL COUNTIES TOURISM
)
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53 “LJ; garllage returns

Garbage bag limits were temporary extended on March 27
from four (4) to six (6) bags to ease the impact of COVID-19
on residents working and schooling from home.

//

Starting September 8, residents can place up to four
(4) bags at the curb every other week. Bags over the
limit will require a garbage bag tag. For garbage bag tag
information and locations, visit durham.ca/waste.

DURHAM - Never forget your garbage day again! Download the “Durham Region Waste” App. Available on both Apple and Android.
~ LELCI [ Ifyou require this information in an accessible format, please contact 1-800-667-5671.




