
HERE COME SANTA CLAUSES, HERE COME SANTA CLAUSES - Right down Santa Claus Lane! Campbell Dr. in Uxbridge has been turned into a real-life
Santa Claus Lane, having been taken over by 60+ inflatable Santas - and more to come! Neighbourhood residents Mary and Peter Brennan-Brown organized the Santas to
bring cheer to the season and raise money and awareness for the Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes Food Bank. Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

by Justyne Edgell, Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

Uxbridge resident Gordon Hicks has been
named one of the 114 new appointees to the
Order of Canada, one of Canada's highest civil-
ian honours. 

Last Friday, Governor General Julie Payette
announced 114 new appointments to the
Order, including eight Companions, 21 Offi-
cers, one Honorary Member, and 84 Members.
Among those Members was Gordon Hicks, co-
founder of Cam's Kids Foundation, a locally
run non-profit focused on providing support
to youth struggling with anxiety. Hicks is also
chief executive officer of the global real estate
management services company,Brookfield
Global Integrated Solutions. 

According to the governor general’s website,
Hicks was appointed this honour “For his en-
vironmental leadership in the real estate indus-
try, for his mental health advocacy, and for his

community engagement.”
Hicks will be entitled to sign the initials ‘CM’

after his name.

Those who have been appointed this honour,
are said to “take to heart the motto of the
Order: Desiderantes Meliorem Patriam - They
desire a better country.” 

Others to have been appointed this year in-
clude Olympic champion figure skaters Tessa
Virtue and Scott Moir.
The recipients will be celebrated during a cer-

emony at a future date, where they will receive
the notable snowflake insignia. It is a six point,
enamel pin, which they wear to symbolise
Canada’s northern heritage and diversity of the
Order’s appointees, as no two snowflakes are
alike. 

Hicks was not available for comment on re-
ceipt of the prestigious award by press time
Tuesday.
Created in 1967, the Order of Canada recog-

nizes outstanding achievement, dedication to
the community and service to the nation. More
than 7,000 people from all sectors of society
have been invested into the Order.

Uxbridge resident appointed to Order of Canada 

-upscale 1 bedroom condo -1 washroom -laundry room
-upgrades -hardwood floors -granite counters
-10ft. ceilings -excerise room -party room
-doggie wash stall -covered parking 
spot owned plus lots of visitor 
parking -transit -shopping 
and schools close by 

$474,900

STAY
SAFE! 

AURORA CONDO
FIRST TIME BUYERS 

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

49 acres of vacant land, tile drained, 2 road frontages, hydro 
and drilled well installed, 1/2 hr. north east of Uxbridge

For your real estate needs, reach out to Marie at 
416-970-8979

SOLD!
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304 Toronto Street South
905-852-9700

axischiropractic.ca

•Chiropractic •Acupuncture 
•Custom Orthotics •Massage Therapy

•Laser Therapy

Uxbridge resident Gordon Hicks was recently hon-
oured with the Order of Canada, one of Canada’s
highest civilian honours. Photo from www.gg.ca



Thursday, December 3, 20202The Uxbridge Cosmos

Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca   
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for December 2020

Monday, Dec. 7, 
10:00 a.m.

COMMITTEE MEETING 

<ursday, Dec. 10, 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
BUDGET MEETING

Friday, Dec. 11, 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
BUDGET MEETING

Monday, Dec. 14, 
10:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
BUDGET MEETING

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
7:00 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING

<ursday, Dec. 17, 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
BUDGET MEETING
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Township of Uxbridge
Spare Crossing Guards

<e Township of Uxbridge is currently
seeking Spare Crossing Guards to cover
various locations in the Town of
Uxbridge. If you are interested in a
position, please contact Jo Ann Merrick
at 905-852-9181 ext. 202 or email:
jmerrick@uxbridge.ca

Complete details and quali;cations
required for this position are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

We thank all those who apply, however,
only those candidates selected for an
interview will be contacted. 

Employment Opportunities
Supply of all labour, equipment and
material necessary to perform tree
removal for speci;ed roadside trees.

Sealed Tenders will be received until
2:00 p.m. local time Tuesday,
December 15, 2020 by:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk/Director of
Legislative Services
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190,
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1

Lowest or any bid not necessarily
accepted. 

<is Bid Document is posted on the
Township of Uxbridge’s website at
https://uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders
under Current Bid Opportunities and is
available by following the registration
instructions on that page.  Please ensure
that when you download the document,
you add your company's name to the
Document Takers List in order to receive
any addenda that may be issued.  For
questions regarding downloading of
documents, contact the Clerk’s
Department at 905-852-9181, ext. 220.

Tender U20-27 Tree Removal



by Justyne Edgell, Local Journalism Initia-
tive Reporter

Almost one month after his Nov. 9 surgery,
Evan Paterson is reportedly “progressing well
with his therapies and, slowly but surely, his in-
cision is healing and looking better.”

In late October, the Cosmos featured a story
on young Evan Paterson, a three-year-old who
required brain surgery. Evan’s family had
started a campaign to raise funds to support his
recovery journey,  which would include physi-
cal therapy, and medical aid devices. e Go-
FundMe has now raised almost $17,000, and
is still growing. 

ree weeks post-op, Samantha Bishop,
Evan’s mom, reports that the young boy is
doing well.  
“is week he started to use a stander to help

build his strength, with support, in order to
one day start walking again. I was in a bit of
shock when his physiotherapist  said that’s
what we were doing - I didn’t realize he was
making THAT much progress!” says Bishop. 

Evan’s surgeon reports that he is confident
Evan will heal well with time. 
Bishop says the Holland Bloorview rehab hos-

pital has been a wonderful place for the begin-
ning of Evan’s recovery and, again, she wishes
to thank the community members who have
helped support their cause. 
“We could not be more thankful.”
“is week we find out how long they think

Evan will need to be in the hospital. We have
hopes that it will only be for a couple of
months and then we can continue therapies at
home,” says Bishop.

Earlier this year, in July, after a series of
seizures, a lesion was found on Evan’s brain.
Doctors decided that the best way to stop the
seizures and ensure that Evan continued to de-

velop in a regular pattern, the left and right
sides of his brain would need to be discon-
nected. It was predicted that, after the surgery,
Evan would be extremely weak on one side,
have no peripheral vision, and would have to
learn how to do fundamental tasks again. 

“We are over the moon excited that he’s al-
ready in a stander!” says Bishop.
To follow along with the family’s updates, or

to make a donation, visit the Hope For Evan
GoFundMe at
https://www.gofundme.com/f/agzcs-hope-for-
evan 

by Roger Varley

Former Uxbridge councillor Jacob Mantle has been chosen by the Pickering-Uxbridge Conser-
vative Association to carry the Conservative banner in the
next federal election.
Dan Hughes, president of the association, said in a news

release that Mantle's "experience as a municipal council-
lor and his professional experience as a trade lawyer will
make him an excellent representative for the residents of
Pickering and Uxbridge and an excellent addition to
[Conservative Party leader] Erin O’Toole’s team.”

Mantle was elected to represent what was then Ward 4
in the 2010 municipal election when he was 21, defeating
four other candidates and becoming the township's
youngest ever councillor. He did not seek re-election after
his first term, choosing instead to return to Queen's Uni-
versity to earn his law degree. He is currently with the law
firm of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP.  He has worked in
the past for both O'Toole and O'Toole's father, John, a
former MPP.

e news release quoted Mantle as saying: "I intend to
be a strong and sensible voice for Pickering and Uxbridge
in the House of Commons. I am eager to talk to residents
of Pickering and Uxbridge about how Canada and our
community can address the ravages of COVID-19 and
get on track towards a sustainable economic recovery.”
e federal Pickering-Uxbridge riding is currently held

by Liberal Jennifer O'Connell.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Three-year-old Evan Paterson uses a stander to support
him while he learns to build strength in his legs. Evan
underwent surgery on his brain just under one month
ago to disconnect the left side from the right in order
to stop him from having seizures and developmentally
regressing. 

Photo used with permission from GoFundMe page

Former councillor to run for Conservatives

Evan ‘progressing well’ one
month after brain surgery

905-852-1900
thecosmos.ca
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What an amazing town we live in.
Uxbridge truly has a respect for vet-
erans like no other. 

One may have thought the Poppy
Campaign would suffer due to re-
strictions as a result of COVID-19.
Nothing could be farther from that.
To everyone who donated to the
Poppy Campaign, a very heartfelt
thank you. 
You came out in droves, waited in

lines for over two hours, decorated
your vehicles, made heartwarming
signs, waved flags, just to say hello
to our attending veterans at Elgin
Park for the Honour Our Veterans
Drive- By Parade, organized by Tish
and Mike MacDonald. 

The veterans were all so touched
by all your warm wishes. Your do-
nations were so greatly appreciated. 

COVID -19 reduced the number
of locations that were available for
our poppy canvassers this year.
Thank you to Shopper’s Drug Mart,
Canadian Tire, Walmart and Zehrs
for allowing us to have in-person
canvassers at your locations. Every-
one was enormously generous.

If you saw homemade poppy-
themed masks around town, they
were probably made by local artist
Laura Taylor-Shields. When she
heard there was a back-order of the
Legion masks, she sprang into ac-
tion and offered to have a
fundraiser. Almost 450 masks and a
donation from one of her paintings
later, the Poppy Fund received a do-
nation of $4,420. 
The traditional Remembrance Day

Service at the Cenotaph was can-
celled, again due to COVID. The
Uxbridge Baptist Church graciously
offered the use of their sanctuary for
the ceremony to be held. The serv-
ice was live streamed across Canada
for so many to view. We thank them
greatly.

Please remember our veterans all
over the world and those who are
not able to be with their families for
the holidays. We look forward to
the time when we can safely gather
together. 

Lest we forget. 
Gloria Eng

1st Vice Poppy Chair 
Uxbridge Legion Br. 170

e Cosmos is proud that it has a vi-
brant, active Letters to the Editor sec-
tion, but it sometimes comes under fire
for the content of those letters. e Na-
tional Newsmedia Council (NNC), a
voluntary, self-regulatory ethics body
for the news media industry in
Canada, recently released the follow-
ing statement with regards to Letters
to the Editor and COVID-19-related
content.

Over the past several months, the
NNC has been hearing a great deal
about pandemic-related reader com-
ments and letters to the editor.

“Yet another (letter) praising (a
writer’s) comments has appeared in
this week’s (paper). Large numbers
of protestors have started to protest
measures based on this type of mis-
information that they believe affects
them,” is one lament we heard.

“It concerns me that misinforma-
tion, and disinformation for that
matter, would even get published.”
Some readers have told us they are

worried about how the alleged mis-
information published as letters to
the editor will hurt public health
and encourage risky social behav-
iour(s). ey report being afraid to
challenge those facts or opinions be-
cause of the fear of social media
backlash.
We also heard about the other side

of the coin – readers upset about
being unable to submit comments

on COVID-19 coverage.
One reader who contacted us said

he and others were unable to post
comments containing self-described
‘alternate information’ about
COVID-19. Another complainant
wanted to post “facts and data that
media and governments are not pro-
viding to the public.”

Letters to the editor are a long-
standing feature allowing readers to
express opinions and to respond to
published articles. Online com-
ments provide a similar forum for
discussion. Best practice is to pub-
lish letters that represent the diver-
sity of views and voices in the
community.
But what if letters to the editor es-

pouse misinformation?
We’ve heard of letters to the editor

containing anti-mask and anti-vac-
cine rhetoric. In smaller communi-
ties, or ones with (thankfully) few
cases of COVID, and where the im-
pact is perhaps less obvious, do
those opinions carry outsized influ-
ence? How does a newsroom assess
whether it is giving voice to diverse
views or is spreading misinforma-
tion? At what point is there no
“other side” in matters of public
health?

ese are questions worthy of at-
tention as the pandemic underlines
a new challenge in the news media’s
effort to quell misinformation while
promoting freedom of expression.
For its part, the NNC cannot settle

controversies around COVID-re-
lated science and policy. It supports
the prerogative of news organiza-
tions to produce journalism it
deems to be in the public’s interest.
Our mandate is to consider com-
plaints about breaches of journalis-
tic standards in news reporting and
opinion articles, including ones re-
lated to COVID-19.

Letters to the Editor

Black Friday. Cyber Monday. They’re both over with (in the literal sense, at
least), and now, as we write this, it’s Giving Tuesday. A good marketing ploy,
that - prey on the sense of guilt people may be feeling after having spent so
much money on themselves and their loved ones for holiday gifts, get them
to take whatever small change may be left at the bottom of their wallets and
give to charity. We’re fairly sure that, in years past, this strategy has been ef-
fective. But this year, as with everything else, we think that Giving Tuesday
means a little bit more. Actually, a lot more.

Campbell Dr., by the hospital, is quite the street to drive along at the mo-
ment. Our front page photo doesn’t do justice to the sight of so many inflat-
able Santa Clauses all lined up in one place - it’s quite jolly, really. And we
understand that it’s the neighbourhood’s intention to remind people to do-
nate to the Loaves & Fishes Food Bank here in town. 

Feed Ontario, an organization that analyzes food bank usage across the
province, has been investigating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
food banks. It released its annual hunger report on Monday, which says that
food bank usage across Ontario was already increasing in the year leading up
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Then came a further surge in demand as people
grappled with unemployment, closures, and loss of income throughout the
pandemic. The number of first-time food bank visitors spiked by 26.5 per
cent during the first four months of the pandemic, the report says. So from
now until the holidays are over, Campbell Dr. is a reminder to give.

Giving can start this Saturday, too, when the Optimist Club of Uxbridge
throws the switch and opens this year’s Fantasy of Lights. We understand that
the Optimists have the donation cash buckets and point-of-sale tap option
on social-distancing appropriate poles, so there’s no reason not to give to this
local organization that turns those donations right back into the community.
There are always charities and organizations that appeal to the public at this

time of year, hoping to cash in on the spirit of the season, and sometimes the
demand seems overwhelming. This year it’s even more overwhelming. We’re
certain that the COVID-19 pandemic has hit everyone’s pocketbook in some
way, but there are those who didn’t have a very full pocketbook to begin with.  
For those of us who are fortunate enough to not be in that situation, there
are likely a few things we’re saving on this holiday season - no parties, no
workplace Secret Santas, no elaborate holiday outfits... Redirect those funds,
if you can, because giving a little extra this year and helping a fellow human
being just might make 2020 worth it after all.

Our two cents
Giving Tuesday every day
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One of the benefits of living in a small com-
munity is the ability to more or less shut the
rest of the world out.

More and more, I am glad I moved to
Uxbridge 30 years ago. I have found the peo-
ple of this town and this township to be
friendly, caring and compassionate, talented
and creative. Of course, we have a few
grumps and kooks, but they do little to upset
the relatively easy-going nature of our home
in the valley.

Would that it was the same for the rest of
the world. Lately, on an almost daily basis,
the news features yet another shooting or
stabbing around the GTA (including several
in south Durham), another item about lu-
natics holding mid-COVID-19 parties or
anti-mask rallies or stories about churches
and businesses flouting COVID-19 proto-
cols. Internationally, innocent people are still
being massacred in places like Ethiopia,
Yemen and Nigeria, anti-government protests
are raging across Europe and India, military
tensions are escalating in the northwest Pa-
cific and the government of Brazil continues
to decimate the Amazon rain forest.

And even though the presidential election
is over, Donald Trump continues to wail and
whine about fraudulent results to the point
where it just becomes so much white noise
but detracts from the actual business of run-
ning the country except for important stuff
like finding new ways to execute people on
death row.
Back here at home, we're heading into what

promises to be a quiet Christmas (thanks to
COVID-19), but nevertheless, I sense a cer-
tain coming-together as I watch people pop-
ping in and out of stores along Brock Street.
I could be wrong but I have the feeling that
more people are deciding to shop locally and
support local businesses. It also seems that
stores are offering a lot more locally produced
crafts and art. I have been impressed by the
way several of our retailers have adjusted to
the pandemic restrictions to at least keep
afloat during this trying time.

While a large number of annual events as-
sociated with Christmas have had to be can-
celled, the Optimist Club's Fantasy of Lights
will proceed almost as usual, starting on Sat-
urday, the only difference being that visitors
to the fairyland display will not be able to

walk through Elgin Park this year. Even
there, there is evidence of the coming-to-
gether I was talking about. Some of the
money that was to have been allocated to the
now-cancelled Santa Claus parade was di-
verted to the Fantasy of Lights. Dozens of
people have been engaged in setting up the
displays, all with the aim of bringing a little
Christmas magic into our lives.

But, of course, all is not jingle bells in
Uxbridge. Beginning today (Thursday),
council will start its annual budget discus-
sions and, in my opinion, taxpayers should
be prepared to see some scary numbers.
Given the hit placed on the township's cof-
fers by the pandemic (and the trend of the
last few years), it is assured that taxes will be
going up again. The township has hoped the
loss of revenue at places such as the arena and
Uxpool will not be as bad as expected, yet it
is unlikely such users as the Uxbridge Bruins
will be using the arena this year. The PJHL
has already abandoned the Dec. 1 start-up
date for Junior hockey, moving it into Janu-
ary. But as COVID-19 cases continue to rise
across the country, it is likely the 2020-21
season will be abandoned completely. Just as
likely will be the extended closing of town-
ship community centres, meaning no rev-
enue there.

However, COVID-19 is not the only wor-
risome thing the budget discussions will have
to deal with: there's the Brock Street culvert.
The project should be finished sometime in
the Spring and then the final numbers will
come in. Maybe. Because when it's all done,
the township will find itself fighting a num-
ber of downtown merchants seeking redress
for losses they have suffered as a result of the
construction. And since some retailers have
already been told to get lawyers, it is to be ex-
pected the township's legal fees will be in-
creased substantially, too. Originally
estimated to cost $10 million, the last figure
we had for the project was in the neighbour-
hood of $23 million. I expect the final tally
to be substantially higher.
It seems to me that although we don't have

the violence and turmoil so prevalent in
much of the rest of the world, we in
Uxbridge are going to have to face some un-
settling news early in the new year.
Tell me, am I wrong?

He didn’t look much like a pioneer. But J.
Frank Willis sure was. Dressed in tall boots, a
long coat and scarf, wearing a fedora – typical
of the 1930s – he was a reporter. Hearing news
of a coal-mine rescue underway in a remote
corner of Nova Scotia, he made his way to a
place called Moose River. There, he found the
only available land telephone line and got per-
mission to broadcast from the mouth of the
mine. Miners were trapped 50 metres under-
ground and their would-be rescuers had been
digging for days to reach them. Willis held his
primitive microphone in front of one of the res-
cuers.
“Here, ladies and gentlemen, is the captain of

the rescue team from Stellerton, Nova Scotia,”
Willis said.

“Hello Stellerton,” the captain said. “We’re
getting’ along fine. We’ll have those men up in
a couple of hours.”

Willis’s coverage of the Moose River Mine
Disaster in April 1936 made history. Willis had
described in five-minute bulletins, every half
hour for 111 hours, the progress made by the
rescue team. Fifty-eight radio stations of the
newly inaugurated Canadian Radio Broadcast-
ing Commission (precursor to the CBC Radio
Network) carried his unscripted reports. So did
650 radio stations in the U.S. Then, on April
20, 1936, when the survivors emerged from the
cave-in, Willis delivered the news to the world.
It was North America’s very first live 24-hour
news event.

“I take no special credit for my part on the
story,” he said later. “It was my job.”

On the grand scheme of such things as pan-
demics, vaccines, broken economies and bil-
lions of dollars of national debt, writing about
the importance of a public broadcaster might
not stack up. But it’s a bit like defending long-
term care, migrant workers’ rights, and smaller
class sizes. If we don’t safeguard some of the
foundations of a civilized world, they can easily
crumble and fall away when we need them
most.

The CBC happens to be under threat from
two sides. From the outside, the new leader of
the Conservative Party wants to defund the
CBC’s digital news services and then sell off the
English-language side of CBC TV. Erin
O’Toole claims that the CBC is out of control
and needs to be reformed. He says the CBC is
“widely regarded as inefficient and far more
costly than comparable private sector opera-
tions.” I believe what the Conservative leader
really means is that he doesn’t like to see CBC
TV competing for commercial dollars with pri-

vate broadcasters in the marketplace. 
The only reason the CBC has had to sell time

on its English-language television system, is be-
cause no federal government – since the CBC
was created in 1936 – has seen fit to budget the
CBC long-term the way the government does
other public corporations. Most CBC presi-
dents, and I’ve interviewed a few of them, have
pleaded, “Give us a five-year budget. Then, we
can plan better.” Mr. O’Toole also suggests be-
fore CBC TV can be privatized, it must be-
come more “comparable to the private sector
in terms of efficiency.” Does he really believe
there’s no waste at CTV, Global and other In-
dies? As a freelance writer with working expe-
rience at all those networks, I can assure him,
private broadcasters are not models of fiscal ef-
ficiency.

The other attack on the now 84-year legacy
of public broadcasting in Canada comes from
inside. And it reeks of the same sort of push to
privatize to save the Corporation. News items
have recently appeared – mostly features, pre-
sented by CBC personalities – that have been
paid for by companies or interest groups as
public relations presentations. The new initia-
tive is called “Tandem” or “branded content.”
In other words, they’ve created items that look
for all the world like news or journalism, when
they are really advertorials for the company
purchasing the air time. This violates all the
CBC stands for – objective, unencumbered
news gathering and reporting. 

“Tandem” has so angered some of the icons
of the CBC broadcasting stable that they’ve
sent a letter to the CRTC in protest. Former
on-air journalists such as Peter Mansbridge,
Adrienne Clarkson, Elizabeth Gray, Linden
McIntyre and Brian Stewart decry such an ini-
tiative as “a clear departure from the mission of
Canada’s public broadcaster.”

In 1936, when J. Frank Willis borrowed that
old banquet microphone, trekked to Moose
River, and reported first-hand to the world on
the rescue effort in the rock beneath him, he
didn’t pause “for a word from our sponsor.” He
did it because the story had to be told, not sold.
Nor have the generations of CBC investigative
programs – from This Hour has Seven Days, to
The Fifth Estate, to Marketplace, to The Nature
of Things – paused to consider the sponsor be-
fore researching, revealing, reporting and yes
sometimes upsetting the status quo. The CBC
helps keep a free society free.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Without a word from our sponsor

4 Banff Road Uxbridge
905-852-8889

Now Open daily
for Dine In!
11am - 8pm

Checkout our full menu at
Halibuthouse.ca/menu

* Coupon Expires Wednesday,
December 16t, 2020

* Coupon valid at Halibut House Uxbridge
location

* Present coupon at the time of purchase
* Cannot be combined with any other

promotion
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HALIBUT
FISH AND

CHIPS
Buy 1 for $12 or 

2 for $20 or 
3 for $28

GRILLED
SALMON FISH
& CALIFORNIA

STYLE VEGGIES
BUY ONE GET

THE 2ND FREE

SEAFOOD PLATTER
(BATTERED HALIBUT, THREE

BATTERED BLACK TIGER
SHRIMPS, THREE BREADED

BAY SCALLOPS, AND
FRESH-CUT FRIES)

$5 OFF

CHICKEN OR
FISH FINGERS

AND CHIPS

FISH TACO
AND

CHIPS
BUY 2 

FOR $12
BUY 2 FOR
ONLY $12

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Strange times indeed
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Shop your locally owned & operated

Uxbridge Canadian Tire
905-852-3315 or visit us online at Canadiantire.ca 

2 DAYS MON. DEC. 7 &
TUE.  DEC. 8

BONUS DAYS

Including Auto Service installed parts, tires and labour.

collect a bonus

20x
CT Money on qualifying purchases

Turn big purchases into small payments.
No fee, no interest on equal monthly payments.

collect a total of

30x

24 Month $150+ purchase



Submitted by Derek Connelly, 
North Durham Nature

Last Saturday afternoon, two local
organizations carried out a low pro-
file Scot Pine thinning in the Coun-
tryside Preserve. 

e Uxbridge Cub Scouts and
North Durham Nature were each
given different locations in the Pre-
serve to reduce congestion and social
distancing problems. Many adults
wore masks and all maintained dis-
tance in the fields. Twelve adults and
nine Cub Scouts removed hundreds
of invasive Scot Pine shoots over the
two hour period.

e removal of Scot Pine Pinus
sylvestris (an invasive tree species) im-
proves biodiversity by keeping the
meadows open for wildflowers, but-
terflies and other pollinators, grass-
land birds, and other wildlife. 

e idea was first suggested by the
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority (LSRCA) management
plan for the Uxbridge Countryside
Preserve in 2009, and has been an
annual volunteer effort by the Trail
volunteers, Nature club, the
Uxbridge Scouts and community.

For more information on the
Uxbridge Cubs and/or Scouts, visit 
www.1stuxbridge.ca

To learn about and help nature
where you live, visit www.north-
durhamnature.com
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An Evening
with the

Uxbridge
Messiah Singers

December 14, 2020
7:00 p.m.

COVID-19 may have changed things...
BUT IT CANNOT HOLD US BACK!

Join with us to RE-LIVE the music and 
memories of performing MESSIAH
during this special VIRTUAL event!

See our website for details
www.uxbridgemessiahsingers.com

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce the winners of the November
monthly draw for the 2020 Trip of the Month Club.

The ‘Diver’s Delight’ trip was won by Cynthia Cupples, 
ticket #173, sold by Lisa Brooks

2nd place draw winner, $150, Jennifer Durkin, 
ticket #136, sold by Elaine deBlicquy

3rd place draw winner, $100, Bev Cooper, 
ticket # 019, sold by Getaway Travel

Congratulations to our November winners and best of luck to all our ticket holders
for the December draw for  ‘Santa’s Surprise’. Includes round trip airfare to a
‘SURPRISE’ exotic destination, 7 nights’ accommodation at a 5-star resort with all
meals, drinks, snacks, and entertainment. As the destination is a ‘SURPRISE”, here
are a few hints - pack a bikini/speedo, sunscreen, sunglasses and get ready for
some R&R. As restrictions are still in place for travel, a voucher for $2,500 from
Getaway Travel or cash option of $2,250  is available instead of the trip.

The Trip of the Month Club for 2021 tickets are available for sale from any Uxbridge
Rotarian and features exciting travel destinations within Canada and the Caribbean.
Hopefully places such as Baja, Jamaica and Lake 
Louise will provide tempting choices for 
our draw winners.

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS

Scot Pine gets a socially
distant thinning

The lady behind the masks - Laura
Taylor-Shields, centre, recently presented the
Uxbridge Legion Poppy Fund with $4,420.
Taylor-Shields donated the proceeds she
earned from making over 450 poppy-themed
masks for the Legion when its stock was back-
ordered before Remembrance Day. Preston
Gallery owner Sabrina Leeder, right, sold the
masks at her shop. “I was selling out of them
in hours - I had a waiting list! she said.  
Poppy Fund chair Gloria Eng, left, holds a

painting, also by Taylor-Shields, that, once
sold, also sent $100 to the Poppy Fund.

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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COMING UP
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., Dec. 5:  Canadian Blood
Services Blood Donor Clinic. 9
a.m.- 2 p.m. Uxbridge Arena & Commu-

nity Centre. Visit www.blood.ca to book
an appointment. 

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Dec. 7:  Durham Farm &

Rural Family Resources Stroller
Walk & Talk 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Elgin
Park. Baby Café Zoom 11 a.m. durham-
familyresources.org
Tues., Dec. 8:  Durham Farm &
Rural Family Resources Play to
Learn 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Uxbridge Pub-
lic School. Craft bag pick up, 11:30-
12:30. durhamfamilyresources.org 
Wed., Dec. 9:  Durham Farm &
Rural Family Resources Zoom
Circle Time & Chat 10:30 a.m.
durhamfamilyresources.org 
Thurs., Dec. 10:  Durham Farm &
Rural Family Resources Play to
Learn  9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Uxbridge
Public School.
durhamfamilyresources.org

UPCOMING
Mon., Dec. 14:  A virtual perform-
ance of Handel’s Messiah by the
Uxbridge Messiah Singers. 7 p.m.
uxbridgemessiahsingers.com
Sun., Dec. 27:  Uxbridge Christ-
mas Bird Count Day To register
email dconn5432@gmail.com or call
905-852-5432. 
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board for community events organ-
ized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. The Uxbridge Cosmos
does not assume responsibility for the
events listed here with regards to whether
the event adheres to federal/provin-
cial/municipal COVID-19 protocols.
Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca 

by Roger Varley

In just about three months, the
Bar Cafe will not only be chang-
ing its location, it will also be
changing its name.

Owner Trish Bush said her
business will move from its cur-
rent location, tucked away in
the corner of the former Scarsin
building at the corner of Brock
and Main Streets, to the medical
centre on Toronto Street South
early in March. Once in its new
quarters, the business will be
called FIG (Feel Incredibly
Good) Kitchen and Market.

Bush said she has been plan-
ning the move for about two
years since taking on a new busi-
ness partner, Sarah Corey.

"It's an extension of what I've
done here," she said, noting the
business will continue to focus

of vegan products. 
"I believe we're the only vegan

store and restaurant in North
Durham."

She said the new location will
improve the business's exposure,
plus it will have more space, al-
lowing for a full-service restau-
rant with a patio area. e larger
space also mean Bush will be
hiring additional staff.

Although the preparations for
the move come in the middle of
the COVID-19 pandemic, she
said she has to move ahead with
the long-planned relocation.

"We can't put off the plan be-
cause of COVID-19," she said.

Work has been proceeding for
some time on renovating the
new quarters and rejigging the
patio area of the former Cafe
XXIX.

3 Brock Street West

IT’S NOT THAT FAR AWAY! ORDER YOUR PRIME RIB /
HAM / LAMB / TURKEY FOR CHRISTMAS TODAY!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Downtown business making a
move & changing its name



Protect Your Finances from 
“Cyberthieves”

You’ve no doubt heard reports of
personal data being stolen and
used for financial fraud – anything
from online shopping on your
credit cards to actual theft from
your financial accounts. is
problem won’t go away anytime
soon – but you can take steps to
defend yourself. Here are a few
suggestions:
Use multifactor authentication or

other extra security options with
online accounts. Many of your on-
line accounts offer extra security
by giving
you the op-
tion to
prove your
identity in
d i ff e r e n t
ways. With
multifactor
authentica-
tion, you
must pro-
vide at least
two differ-
ent factors
to prove
your iden-
tity when you log in to an ac-
count. is additional layer of
security provides you with much
greater protection.
Be creative with passwords. Cre-

ate different passwords for work,
financial services sites, social
media and email – and give each
password some length and com-
plexity. Consider passphrases – ac-
tual words combined with
symbols and numbers (for exam-
ple, “isIsAPassphrase!2468”),
for sites that allow them.

Protect your computer and your
key data. Keep your antivirus soft-
ware updated. And don’t install
bootleg or unlicensed software,
which could infect your computer
with a virus. Also, back up your
important data.

Watch out for fake websites or
apps. When making financial
transactions, be sure you’re on the
website of your bank or financial
institution – and not on a fake site
established by hackers. Your finan-
cial statements should have the le-
gitimate website, so bookmark it
and use it when doing anything
with your accounts. Also, be care-
ful when downloading apps –
stick with those from established
providers such as Google Play or
the App Store.

Avoid “over-sharing” on social
media. Cyberthieves constantly
stalk social media platforms for in-
formation they can use to commit

their crimes. You can help stymie
them by limiting what you share
online. It’s a good idea to keep
your full name, address and birth-
day private. You might also avoid
discussing your plans for upcom-
ing vacations. And review your
privacy settings periodically so
that only people you know or ap-
prove can see your information.

Limit use of public WiFi. Hack-
ers often set up their own WiFi
networks in public areas, such as
the computers found in hotel
business centers. Ask an employee
for the name of the legitimate net-
work. And even when you use it,

log off when you’re finished.
Don’t take the bait of “phishers.”

Cyberthieves go “phishing” for
sensitive information – usernames,
passwords and account numbers –
by sending communications, such
as emails, purporting to be from a
business or financial institution
with which you often do business.
ey may claim your account was
“suspended” or that an “unautho-
rized transaction” was made, and
you’ll be asked to click on a link

that takes you to what appears to
be the company’s website.
If you go along with this request,

you could find malicious software
being downloaded on your com-
puter. Legitimate businesses gen-
erally won’t ask for account
numbers or passwords unless you
initiate the transaction. Other
signs of phishing include threaten-
ing language, “urgent” requests,
misspelled words or odd word
choices. If an email looks suspi-
cious to you, delete it without
opening it.
is list is not exhaustive, but by

putting these steps to work, you
can at least
reduce the
risk of be-
coming vic-
timized by
cybercrimi-
nals.

is col-
umn, writ-
ten and
published by
E d w a r d
Jones, Mem-
ber Cana-
d i a n

Investor Protection Fund, presents
general information only. Insurance
and annuities are offered by Edward
Jones Insurance Agency (except in
Quebec). In Quebec, insurance and
annuities are offered by Edward
Jones Insurance Agency (Quebec)
Inc.
For more information, please contact
Tammy E. Scuralli, Financial Ad-
visor at Edward Jones, at 905-852-
1244.
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ARE YOU A UNG
MEMBER? ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS HERE

AT  A SPECIAL
MEMBERS-ONLY RATE. 

Call 905-852-1900 or email
Lvann@thecosmos.ca for
pricing and information

Across
1. Drop
4. Previously
7. Visited
10. French way
11. Black color
14. C.E.O.'s degree
15. Dependence
17. Musician's asset
18. 1973 Supreme Court deci-

sion name
19. Matinee hero
21. Home ____
24. Nonstick pan
27. Farm team
28. Greenery
29. "Yes, ___!"
30. Bake eggs
32. Tear
33. One who leaves prison with-

out permission
35. Sparkling wine
36. Daze
37. Monopoly purchase
38. Formal accessory
39. Hilo garland
40. "O.K."
42. In between liquid and solid
47. "___ Maria"
48. Decree
49. Protein source
50. Fuse
51. ESPN sportscaster
52. Compass direction

Down
1. Great time
2. Larry __ Melman
3. Growing area
4. Necktie
5. Entry point
6. Kimono sash
7. Be suspicious (3 words)
8. Lawyer's org. for short
9. Combat
12. Stand about idly
13. Make lovable
16. Clothes presser
20. Not edible any more
21. Medical quantities
22. Subsist
23. Tapped firmly
25. Pointed arch
26. Kathmandu's land
28. Story
30. Partner
31. Crowded
34. Likely
35. Spring
37. Trash bag, brand name
39. Human parasites
40. Pilot's problem
41. Apple picker
43. "Thanks a ___!"
44. Bring to bear
45. Kind of chamber
46. Salon job

Focus on Finance with Tammy Scuralli, Edward Jones
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SERVICES
MACGREGOR HOMEOPATHIC
MEDICINE December Specials - 20% OFF
services & 10% OFF products. 905-862-
0377. 58 Brock St., Uxbridge, ON
MacGregorHomeopathicMedicine.com
12/23
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for 17
years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services / Dog
Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, email  hstewart@home-watch.ca and
follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge    12/23

DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room?  Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at
77 Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations and scanning. Stop in or call
Sabrina 905-550-8825.  
EAVESTROUGH CLEANING AND FALL
CLEAN-UPS: Phone now to book your free
quote. Jason’s Property Maintenance. Call
Rosemarie 905-862-2644.   12/3
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable
Service with Quality Results”. Snow
Removal - contact Noah, 647-523-6730 or
email lawnslide@gmail.com  Serving
Uxbridge and Surrounding Area   12/23   
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing and landscaping. Electrical
& plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Post rebuilders. Gingerbread
removal. Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement,

basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 48
years' experience. Financing. Masks worn.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-
3311 (cell).      11/26
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters at
The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details.
905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
11/26
FOR SALE
CHRISTMAS CAKE, STOLLEN, SCONES
AND SHORTBREAD. Taking orders for
Christmas. Also available -  gluten-free
shortbread and scones. Contact us on
Facebook, Messenger, by phone or at
djt@nexicom.net  Montgomeryshire
Orchard. Darryl, 416- 346-6349.   12/10
LOCAL BEEF - Antibiotic and steroid free
with no added hormones. Grass fed and
grain finished for marbling. Split quarters
or halves, frozen beef ready now for the
holidays! Please visit www.lundell-
lowlines.ca/ or call/text Dave at
647-939-0349.   12/10 
SEA BUCKTHORN BERRIES, JUICE,
JAM AND HOT SAUCE. Available all year
at Montgomeryshire Orchard, Leaskdale, or
at The Bridge Scocial, Uxbridge. Contact us
on Facebook, Messenger, by phone or email
djt@nexicom.net   Darryl, 416-346-6349
12/10
WANTED
COLLECTING gently used/clean heavy
sleeping bags, blankets, wool socks, boots
and tents for the homeless. Please text or
leave a message. 647-884-1720.   2/4/21

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“For to us a child is
born, a son is
given…”   Isaiah 9:6a

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

Christmas
Sale

Online Auction
Dec. 1 - 10, 7pm
Antiques/Advertising/

Tools & More
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com

647-212-2275
Like us on Facebook

Early Style Canadian Handcrafted Pine Furniture
905-852-2275      www.gilldercroft.com

9269 Concession 3, Uxbridge

Big Christmas Sale
up to 50%off

All in-stock tables, gifts,
art & vintage finds.

Dec. 5 & 6, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
~ Refreshments ~

Please wear a mask.



What is rusty red in colour,
weighs about five kg, is about a
meter long, and eats mice,
voles, rabbits, insects, and
berries? If you said “red fox”
you’re right! is agile hunter is
found in every Canadian
province and territory. While
they do like the taste of
chicken, they’ve become appre-
ciated by farmers for the large
number of crop-destroying
pests they eat. 

Here in Uxbridge, foxes are
shy but seen regularly. I’ve had
reports of them in Barton
Farms, Quaker Village, the
Countryside Preserve, and
Wooden Sticks. One loped past
our house mid-August, and I
saw one trotting down Bolton
Drive, with what looked like a
red squirrel in its mouth, in
early September. eir home
territory is four to eight square
kilometers, so these likely were
different individuals. Certainly,
the varied terrain around our
town - the large fields, mead-
ows, forests connected by creek
lands all provide great places to
live and hunt. 

Red foxes mate during the
winter, and the vixen gives
birth to her litter in the spring,
usually four to six kits. e fa-
ther (dog-fox) brings food to
the female for the first few

weeks. e kits weigh around
80 g and are 22 cm long - one
third of that is their tail! ey
have dark brown fluffy fur and
blue eyes. eir fur turns red
later, and their eyes turn amber
at 4-5 weeks. ey start eating
solid food after a month and
reach adult size in 3-4 months. 
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905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

READY FOR WINTER?

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

DOODCHENKO, Leo
peacefully at Douglas Crossing on
November 24, 2020, in his 91st year.
Beloved husband and best friend of
Joan for 66 years. Leo was predeceased
by son Michael (2007). He was the
cherished father of Steve (Donna),
Kathy (Nelson) and daughter-in-law,
Sherry. Proud Grandpa of Taylor
(Keesha), Cameron (Nicole), Kayley and
Amanda. Special “Pop” to Ryan Davies and
Myrna & Justin Amyotte.
Leo spent his life in the automotive repair business and was highly
respected for both his workmanship and integrity. He was a life member
of the Kinsmen Club of Uxbridge and an active member of St. Paul’s
Anglican Church.
Leo will be greatly missed by his extended family, including Lorne
Silvester, Doneen Silvester, Ken Silvester, Kim & Mike Heathcote,
Debbie Silvester, John Dyczkowski and dear friends John & Candy
Davies, Judy Fountain and Len & Lynn Skidmore.
Special thanks to the Douglas Crossing family for their care and
kindness, to Rev. Mark Kinghan for his support, and especially to Dr.
Jennifer Wilson for her compassion and guidance.
In lieu of @owers, donations to the Canadian Cancer Society, St. Paul’s
Anglican Church (Uxbridge) or a charity important to you would be
appreciated.
Aere will be a private family service and a Celebration of Life will be
held when it is safe to do so.  Arrangements have been entrusted to the
Low & Low Funeral Home, 23 Main Street South, Box 388, Uxbridge
L9P 1M8 (905-852-3073). Online condolences can be made at
www.lowandlow.ca

~ An Irish Blessing ~
May the road rise to meet you,

May the wind be always at 
your back.

May the sun shine warm 
upon your face,

The rains fall soft upon 
your %elds.

And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the 

palm of His hand.

~
Sadly missed by John 

and family, and by 
friends in Canada, 

USA and UK.

The Nature Nut
column by Nancy Melcher

The Red Fox

Red foxes are usually active in
the evening, overnight and
early morning. ey’re natu-
rally shy and will avoid hu-
mans. However, they could get
rabies. If you encounter one
that seems unafraid of people,
or is acting strangely, stay away
and contact Uxbridge-Scugog
Animal Control at 1-800-871-
4374.

Nancy Melcher is e Nature
Nut. Send details of your sight-
ings or questions about the natu-
ral world to:  general@melcher.cx

The red fox, bringing home its dinner.          Photo by Stefano Vettini, Flickr, CC
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R.M.R. REAL ESTATE, 
BROKERAGE

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

905-852-4338 • Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

Gerald Lawrence
Manager/Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 416-500-6377

We have buyers looking for vacation
properties. If you or someone you know is

thinking of selling waterfront property,
give us a call. 

WANTE
D

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 905-903-7965

THE MARKET IS STILL HOT
Listings are low and buyers are buying.

It's not too late to list.
If you are thinking of selling contact us today

to discuss our proven marketing plan. 

FR
EE

CMA

Looking for acreage? Need room for the family to roam? 
A barn for your horses? Or a shop for your tools?  Then look

no further than this great home. It comes with a finished
basement, a sauna, attached 2 car garage, huge master

with 5 pc ensuite, geothermal heating, renovated kitchen,
awesome deck overlooking the rolling hills of south
Uxbridge. Great location for commuters: 407/401,

Lincolnville GO station nearby, easy ride into Toronto.
New price: $1,599,290.

GREA
T

LO
CATIO

N!

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca

Cell: 647-991-3276

Spacious Markham Semi in “Original” Cornell
Tree-lined streets, Parks, Top-rated Schools

Recently Reno’d and Radiant!
$898,800.

FO
R

SALE

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca

Cell: 416-970-8979

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

5 Beds/5 Baths, 2-Car Garage, Finished Walkout
Basement Apartment, Salt-Water In-ground Pool,
Large Wooden Deck and Stairs to Fully Fenced

Backyard, Gazebo & Covered Patio, Next to Park
and Across from Golf Course

JU
ST

LIS
TE

D

Buyers are looking...
Call Judy today for a free
Home Market Evaluation.

THINKING
OF A

MOVE?

FAMILY-
FRIENDLY
CORNELL
VILLAGE


