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STARRY, STARRY NIGHT - The night sky leaves a trail over the pond that sits behind Rooster’s chip truck in Leaskdale. “Star trail” photos are a specialty of Cosmos
photographer John Cavers. Cavers recently won a Better Newspaper Compefition award - Best News Photo for his shot of the (/2020 F3 (NEOWISE) comet, which was featured
on the cover of the July 30, 2020, edition of the Cosmos. The awards are handed out annually by the Ontario Community Newspaper Association.
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How Uxbridge will vote in next year's election
Brush, rinse, recyle!

COVID-19 Vaccines

.

Sign up for our

COVID-19 Vaccine
notification list at
www.pharmasaveuxbridge.com

29 Toronto St, S., Uxbridge

AXIS
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*Chiropractic ®*Acupuncture
°Custom Orthotics *Massage Therapy
eLaser Therapy
304 Toronto Street South

905-852-9700
axischiropractic.ca
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Residents learn of cyber attack one month after breach

by Justyne Edgell,

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Many Uxbridge residents learned Monday that
their personal information may have been
compromised during a cyber attack at the Re-
gion of Durham at the end of last month.

An April 20 statement on the region’s website
says that, on March 25, the Region of Durham
“became aware of a cybersecurity incident that
occurred with a third-party software provider.”
It then posted a notice about the breach on its
website on April 9. On Monday, one month
after the breach, many Uxbridge residents re-
ceived a letter in the mail from the region say-
ing that this incident “may have impacted your
personal information.”

The March 25 statement noted that regional
IT teams “took immediate steps to secure
[their] systems” and that the systems have since
been secured. It also said that the matter is
being investigated and that the appropriate au-

thorities are involved.

According to the letter received by residents,
the following information was said to possibly
be compromised: details provided by the
Township of Uxbridge related to property roll
number, which may include name, property
roll number, date of birth, citizenship, religion,
school system, occupancy/tenants,
occupants’/tenants’ date of birth and / or asso-
ciated business names and addresses. The re-
gional statement says that “some health,
financial and/or other personal information”
was accessed.

The mailed letter says, “It is important to note
that there is no evidence confirming that all the
information listed above was compromised or
misused. We take the security of our personal
information seriously. Out of an abundance of
caution, we wanted to notify you of the inci-
dent.”

On Tuesday evening, after receiving calls from
the public regarding the mailed-out letters, the
Township of Uxbridge released a statment say-

ing that the Township “takes the protection of

Catch the A@

PROGRESSIVE WEEKLY LOTTERY

PROJECTED JACKPOT FOR THE

private information very seriously,” and that ex-
tensive datat protection protocols are in place.
The township noted that property information
about roll number, property address, mailing

address, owner names, legal address, tax classi-
fication, assessment values, religion, school

NEXT DRAW IS $5,600

board, and school support is publicly available
through the Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation (MPAC). It also stated that the

Township does not send or share tax informa-

DUE TO PANDEMIC-RELATED RETAIL
SALES RESTRICTIONS, THE LOTTERY
IS CURRENTLY ON HOLD.
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR UPDATES!

Tickets available at PharmaSave Uxbridge,
Vince's Market Uxbridge, Canadian Tire Uxbridge,
Uxbridge Legion Br. 170 & Stouffville IDA Pharmacy

tion or financial payment details with the re-
gion of Durham; that the tax department does
not collect or store birth date information; and
that the Township does not keep or store health
information, including medical or health card
data.

Both the letter from the region and the state-
ment from the Township state that individuals
may file a complaint with the Information and

Ontario Problem Gambling Hotline 1-888-230-3505.
Lottery rules at www.uxbridgerotary.com/catchtheace.
No one under 18 may purchase a ticket or win the lottery.

debbijefferson@bell.net

.. . COMING SOON: UXBRIDGE
ki COUNTRY HOME
& WITH POND
® - 4 Bedrooms - 3 Baths
- Large principal rooms
- Needs updating \a
- Great opportunity 0@3

¥ - Very Private
-10 ac. w‘-"‘”ﬂ

DEBBI JEFFERSON

905.642.6333 & HOWARD LEE

| f
Privacy Commissioner of Ontario and that a fsupporte -
dedi.cated réfgi(?nal call line for questions re- Rotary c”-‘*{"v
garding the incident has been set up at 1-833- Club of Uxbridge Jumpstart
526-0566.
COLDWELL BANKER
R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,

BROKERAGE

Marie Persaud

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

CUSTOM BUILT HOME 2000+ sqft hardwood floors, bright spacious open
concept living/dining/kitchen, walkout to patio and huge pool sized yard, 4
bedrooms, 4 baths, metal roof, well insulated, finished basement, many other
quality features. Located in Sunderland. COME AND SEE IT. Offered for sale at
$849,900. www.mariepersaud.ca 416-970-8979
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Council & Committee Meetings

Meeting Schedule for May 2021

Monday, May 3, 10:00 a.m.
COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, May 6, 7:00 p.m.
CANADA DAY COMMITTEE

Monday, May 10, 10:00 a.m.
COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 p.m.
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday, May 17, 10:00 a.m.
COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday, May 18, 7:00 p.m.
B.I.A. BOARD MEETING

Wednesday, May 19, 3:00 p.m.
AGE FRIENDLY COMMITTEE
7:00 p.m. COMMITTEE OF
ADJUSTMENT MEETING

Monday, May 24
NO MEETING - VICTORIA DAY

Thursday, May 27, 9:00 a.m.
TRAILS COMMITTEE MEETING
Proclamations for the month of May

International Day Against Homophobia,
Transphobia and Biphobia - May 17, 2021

Township of Uxbridge Update

The following closures are now in effect for the

duration of April:

* Water samples may continue to be dropped
off — please ring bell for assistance.

* Parks, trails, playgrounds and the Off-leash
dog park remain open - users are expected to
maintain a 2m distance from others not in
their household. No gatherings of groups
larger than 5.

* Pump Park and Skate Park, tennis, soccer and
baseball facilities are closed

- Uxbridge at

FROM THE TAX OFFICE
Property Tax due date is
April 28, 2021

Tax Payments Options:

* Due to COVID-19 emergency measures,
the Municipal Office is not open to receive
payments in person.

¢ In an after-hours Drop Box located in the
Municipal Office front parking lot — DO
NOT DEPOSIT CASH. Post-dated
cheques are accepted.

* By Mail - Payments must reach the
Municipal Office by the due date.

e Through Internet or Telephone Banking.

* At most Financial Institutions.

¢ Credit cards and e-transfers are not accepted
for tax payments.

Penalty/Interest Charges:

For non-payment of a tax levy on or before
the respective due dates of each installment, a
penalty of 1.25% shall be imposed on the first
day of each calendar month and thereafter in
which the default continues. Failure to receive
a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from
responsibility for payment of taxes nor liability
of any penalty or interest due to late
payments. The penalty/interest charges
cannot be waived or reduced by the Tax
Department or Council for any reason.

If a reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of
Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee
of $15.00 will apply.

If you did not receive your 2021 Interim Tax
Bill, please call the Tax Department at 905-
852-9181.

a Glance|

Board & Committee Appointments

ART AND VISUAL
ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE
2018-2022

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
invites applications from members of the
public who are qualified electors of the
Township of Uxbridge who wish to have their
names considered for an appointment to the
Art and Visual Enhancement Committee for
the remaining term of Council of 2018-2022.
The purpose of The Art and Visual
Enhancement Committee is to promote Art in
the Township. AVEC is committed to
increasing the focus on public art in the
community and to capitalize on the extensive
arts talent in the area.

Any person interested in offering their services,
and would accept an appointment, is invited
to submit a Committee Member Application
Form available on the Township’s Website
www.uxbridge.ca along with a letter of interest
outlining relevant qualifications and experience
to the undersigned by Friday, May 7, 2021.

Any questions regarding this Committee may
be directed to the undersigned.

Debbie Leroux

Director of Legislative Services/Clerk

PO. Box 190

51 Toronto Street South

Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
dleroux@uxbridge.ca

Telephone: 905 852-9181

Fax: 905-852-9674

Street Sweeping

Street sweeping will begin shortly in Rural

subdivisions and Hamlets, weather permitting.
Please rake boulevard sand into the street for
pickup, rather than collecting in pails.

Pharmacy Vaccine Locations

All pharmacies in Uxbridge are now
providing COVID-19 vaccinations for
those 40+. Visit
covid-19.ontario.ca/vaccine-locations

and enter your postal code to view a list of
local pharmacies servicing Uxbridge and
the surrounding area.  Contact the
participating pharmacy directly to book
your appointment.

COVID vaccination registration NOW OPEN
in Uxbridge for residents 60+ and those

turning 60 in 2021.

To book your appointment call 1-888-444-5113
or click www.durhamvaccinebooking.ca

Horseshoes at the Museum
Register with Bob Kirvan at 905-852-9176.
Running Tuesdays at 6:30pm throughout the
summer!

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.0. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1
905-852-9181

info@uxbridge.ca

Summer Employment
Opportunities

Full details of all current positions are
available at www.uxbridge.ca/careers

Uxbridge Historical Centre
COLLECTIONS ASSOCIATE
Closing Date: Friday, April 30, 2021

Uxbridge Historical Centre
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT &
PROGRAMMING ASSOCIATE
Closing Date: Friday, April 30, 2021

Uxpool - SUMMER SWIMMING
INSTRUCTORS / LIFEGUARDS
Closing Date: Friday, April 30, 2021

We are an equal opportunity employer in accordance with the
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the
Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). The Township of
Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the
recruitment and selection and/or assessment process to
applicants with disabilities and/or needs related to the OHRC.
Personal information provided is collected under the authority
of The Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act.

Bids & Tenders

All current bid opportunities are posted to

Uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders

* U21-15 Catch Basin Cleaning
Closes May 4 at 2:00 p.m.

All bids must be received by the Township by
the deadline stated, either electronically via the
Township’s in-person  (by
appointment only) at the Township Office
located at 51 Toronto St. South. Public tender
openings are not happening currently however
bid  resules will ~be  posted at
Uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders in a timely
manner.

website  or

Ontario @

The Township of

UXBRIDGE

Commun-E-Tea
Virtual Tea & Talk Sessions

April 26, May 10, May 31, June 14, June 28

For more information and to Register:
Call 905-852-3081 or Email seniors@uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.

Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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Fall fair still in the works for September

Uxbridge Fall Fair organizers recently announced that there wi// be a 2021 Uxbridge Fair,
but noted that it will be presented in what they called a “significantly altered format.”

Uncertainty around COVID-19 restrictions means that some events may not be held
in order to safeguard the well-being of patrons, exhibitors and volunteers. This means
that the Tractor Pull and ever popular Demolition Derby have been postponed, most
likely until 2022.

Given Elgin Park’s availability, several events will be held off site. The Antique Engines
Display and Antique Car Display are two events that will likely be held at a site or sites
other than Elgin Park.

Organizers also noted that there will be virtual competitions in categories like Homecraft
and Horticulture. Online registration will be available for entrants.

The Fair is running a Sunflower Challenge in
partnership with the Horticultural Society. £ g -
Seeds will be available for pickup at some down- ? craving
town businesses, and there is a cash prize com- ' 2 Py
ponent. a good hagel?

The Fair’s title sponsors are CSN-Precision |
Auto and Choko Authentics Fast Eddy Speed Bagels baked to order ‘
Wear. Any sponsors or other benefactors may |
make a donation to the Uxbridge Fall Fair and
send to PO. Box 1472, Uxbridge, L9P 1N6 or UXbI’idge area
e-transfer to uxbridgefallfair@outlook.com Do- § de”very
nations may also be left at SugarFX or at The S

Bridge Social. For more, visit uxbridgefair.ca

Your turn
Is coming
soon.

 sistersbagelsandsuch@gmail.com,

-

#<NOTICE OF PESTICIDE USE

Between May and October 2021, the Regional Municipality
of Durham and the Ontario Ministry of Transportation will
be conducting larviciding programs, under the authority of
Durham Region’s Medical Officer of Health, to control larval
mosquitoes in order to prevent the development of vectors
of West Nile virus.

The pellet and/or briquette formulation of the larvicide
methoprene (Altosid - Registration No. 21809 and No.
27694 under the Pest Control Products Act, Canada), or
the water soluble pouch formulation of the larvicide Bacillus
sphaericus (VectoLex WSP - Registration No. 28009 under
the Pest Control Products Act, Canada), will be placed into
catch basins of storm drains in areas across the Regional
Municipality of Durham.

The granular formulation of the larvicide Bacillus

thuringiensis subspecies israelensis (VectoBac 200G - O nta ri O’S COV I D - 19 VaCCi ne p la N
Registration No.18158 under the Pest Control Products : e

Act, Canada) will be placed in temporary pools of standing

water, ditches, and storm water retention ponds in areas IS hel'p N g to Stop the Spread and
throughout the Regional Municipality of Durham. save l.|VeS Th ousan dS O.I: peo p I.e
The granular formulation of the larvicide VVectoBac 200G th ' ’ tt

and/or the granular formulation of the larvicide Bacillus aCross e province are gettin
sphaericus (VectoLex CG - Registration No. 28008 under p g g
the Pest Control Products Act, Canada) might also be {

placed in sewage lagoons in areas across the Regional VaCCInated eve ry day

Municipality of Durham.
All larvicides will be applied by Ontario Ministry of the As vaccinations continue, we need to stay the course to

Environment, Conservation and Parks licensed applicators protect those we love. Wear a mask. Wash your hands.

or trained technicians. ;
Keep your distance.
For more information on the locations and dates of

treatment on: Find out when, where and how to get vaccinated at
Region.al and Municipal propertyI - contact the Durham Ontario.ca/COVidvaCCineplaﬂ or Cal.l. 1'888'999'6488

visit durham.ca/WestNile for additional information
about West Nile virus

Ontario Ministry of Transportation property - contact
Ontario Ministry of Transportation at 1-416-235-5462
(collect calls accepted) for additional information.

@ Paid for by the Government of Ontario Ontario @

DURHAM

.. 0O W@ ©® Ontario P
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Our two cents

Fish at my house

Editor’s note: a friend and reader submitted this tale to us, and after we read it,
we had such a good laugh that we thought we would forgo a regular editorial this
week and share the laugh. Heaven knows we could all use it!

Enjoy!

Submitted by James Creighton

The other night, my wife was trying a new recipe for dinner, and as I sat
down to taste her creation, memories of a “famous” fish dinner that I had
when I was a child came back to me.

I grew up in a small village in Scarborough called Guildwood. I felt very
lucky to have a mother, father, two brothers and a much younger sister. We
lived a happy life until the “smoked cod incident.”

My mother was a good cook, often trying new dishes out on us. She was
also known for her weird but family-friendly creations.

My mother was deaf, but she was an awesome lip reader. On the day of the
“smoked cod incident,” apparently she had not lip read the cooking instruc-
tions from the fishmonger very well. Because instead of using regular cod,
she used smoked cod - with the cheese sauce.

That evening, we were all seated at the dinner table chatting about our day.
My mother ceremoniously served the cod. It looked great but smelled horri-
ble. We were all looking at each other, and although Mom could not hear,
we certainly knew to keep our thoughts to ourselves. I can only equate the
smell to that of a chemical dump site. It was horrendous.

My father, picking up on the glances that we kids were giving each other,
smelled it himself. He then very casually took his plate from the table and
placed it on the floor as our dog Peggy, a Collie/Shepherd mix, walked to-
wards it. Like in many houses with dogs, Peggy was used as our pre-rinse be-
fore the dishwasher, and she was no stranger to food on a plate. Peggy sniffed
the plate, sneezed and walked away. Clearly no one in the house, including
the dog, was eating my mother’s cod dish that night.

My father pushed his chair back from the table, and announced that “if the
dog won’t eat it, neither will we.

“Who wants fish and chips?” We all felt relieved.

When one of
these disappears,

A LOT disappears. II0CAL
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Letters to the Editor

Re: “Grab the lifejacket,” April 15
edition

What utter nonsense. Everyone has
the right to take whatever vaccine
they feel is safe for them, or not at
all. No one has the right to coerce
anyone one way or the other. The
medical gestapo is wrong to suggest
Canadians should have no choice in
the matter - they do. This country
remains a democracy, for now, at
least. After all, it is not Canadians
who have caused this mess, it is our
governments and public health de-
partments who have failed to pro-
tect us.

I have taken the vaccine of my
choice and only because I want to
travel, if this COVID fiasco ever
ends.

I suggest everyone considering
COVID vaccines discuss their op-
tions with their family doctor, not
this lot.

As for lifejackets, if T ever need
one, | hope I don't reach for one de-
signed for a child because one size
does not fit all.

Mary K. Maynard
Goodwood

The question isnt “Am I Wrong?”
The question is: "Why can’t the
Cosmos admit when they are
wrong?"

I was disappointed with the
Uxbridge Bruins when I read Roger
Varley’s April 15 article until I spent
30 seconds reading the actual tweet
that it was based on. Varley missed
the point of the joke completely.
Sometimes we miss punchlines as
individuals but the fact that it was
overlooked by his editor and was
printed is surprising.

I was extremely disappointed that
they didn’t issue a retraction in the
paper [last] week. This proves that
the editor of our local paper doesn’t
care about the reputation of one of
our local institutions who have been
shut down for the entire year due to
this pandemic.

The apology to the Uxbridge Bru-
ins is overdue.

S. Brooks
Uxbridge

Editor’s note: The Uxbridge Cosmos
has been a proud supporter and spon-
sor of the Uxbridge Bruins for many

years, and will continue to be so.

TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE

next week!

/ Township of Uxbridge
Summer Ux-Camps

In your Cosmos Newspaper

The Uxbridge

COSMos,

Welcoming bikes wins
award for brewery

by Justyne Edgell,
Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

The Second Wedge Brewing Co. re-
cently added another accolade to its
collection, having recently been
the winner of the York
Durham Headwaters area Best Bicy-

named

cle Friendly Business Award.

Thirteen Ontario businesses were
awarded this prize for their efforts to
go above and beyond, offering extra
services and amenities to cyclists who
visit their locations.

The awards were presented by On-
tario By Bike, an organization which
“helps ensure cyclists are welcomed
at businesses they choose to stop at,
whether it be as a cycle tourist, on a
longer trip, or while biking closer to
home.”

“We've been lucky to be so warmly
embraced by the Uxbridge cycling
community these last five years,” says
Joanne Richter, co-owner of The Sec-
ond Wedge, “and it’s been very re-
warding to put out the welcome mat
for cyclists visiting from other regions
as well. We look forward to lots of
bikes parked outside our tasting
room and beer garden again soon.”

Until then, beer lovers can order on-
line at thesecondwedge.ca, and re-
ceive Uxbridge home delivery. Or,
hop on a bike and ride over to pick

your order up!

CORRECTION

Last week's edition of ‘The Nature
Nut’ by Nancy Melcher (p. 11) fea-
tured a photo that, due fo a produc-
tion error, incorrectly labelled a Red
Trillivm as a Jack-in-the-pulpit. The
Cosmos apologizes for the error and
any confusion it may have caused.




The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, April 29, 2021

Checking the weather forecast for Uxbridge
this morning, I saw that we can expect rain
(or snow?) every day until next Tuesday,
with the exception of Saturday. The highest
temperature forecast for that period will be
16C.

On top of that, I'm still wearing a winter
coat, as I have been for the past seven
months and we're almost into May. Of all
the things we have, collectively, been forced
to forego as a result of the pandemic, the
one that I miss the most is being able to sit
outside on a bench or a patio and enjoy a
cup of coffee. It's been too d**med cold and
windy.

As I have stated many times, I'm a vora-
cious devourer of news but that has become
something of an ordeal over the past 12
months since just about every item falls into
the doom and gloom category: e.g. the
Myanmar junta, the Russian military
buildup on the Ukrainian border, India's
horrific COVID-19 surge, rampant police
shootings in the U.S. and on and on. And
the weather just won't co-operate. Is it any
wonder that I'm grouchy, moody and dis-
combobulated? Am I alone? I think not.

What I desperately need right now -
(probably what we all need right now) - is
a little happy. When I say happy, I don't
mean distraction. I mean something that
will lift the spirits longer than a few min-
utes, something that will give me a little
hope that things are going to get better,
something that will connect me with the
world again in a positive way.

We all (most of us) rejoiced last year when
we learned the COVID-19 vaccines were
available, but that rejoicing was short-lived
as we became aware of the delivery delays
and the snail's-pace rollout of the vaccina-
tion clinics. Many rejoiced recently when
Derek Chauvin was found guilty in the
death of George Floyd, but that, too, was
short-lived as police continued shooting
and killing Black men and women. Many
were happy to see the end of the Trump
presidency, but then had to face the fact
that the Republican party is still hell-bent
on being the party of white supremacists,
racists and crazies. As I say, these things
lifted the spirits, but only for a few minutes.

Am | Wrong?

column by Roger Varley

Finding a little happy

Even here, our spirits are lifted briefly
when stores and patios are allowed to open,
only to be dashed when they are closed
again days later.

Obviously, what would make me and the
rest of the world happy would be an end to
the pandemic, an end to world hunger and
an end to war. But there aren't enough
beauty pageant winners to make that hap-
pen. So I'd settle for a just a little happy.
Things like open patios and open golf
courses, with the weather improving.
Things like hugs and handshakes and face-
to-face conversations with old friends.
Events I can enjoy without having to watch
them on my computer. Winning the lot-
tery.

However, the ones who really need a litte
happy are the children. We seniors already
know life is just a vale of tears: kids should-
n't have to face that reality in their younger
years. How many birthday parties have
been missed? How many haven't played
with their friends for a long time? How
many are confused by new rules they don't
understand? How many are missing the
warmth and embrace of their extended
families? How many are just simply scared?

There are those among us who are doing
their best to bring a little happiness into our
lives. For example, the recent Seniors Cen-
tre Without Walls and Communi-TEA
Zoom meetings provided participants with
a lot of laughs and information and they
were a welcome relief from the hum-drum
of life as it now is. But, as the song says in
The King and I, those meetings were too
few and over too soon.

To end on a slightly positive note, I quote
former NDP leader Jack Layton's final
words: "My friends, love is better than
anger. Hope is better than fear. Optimism
is better than despair. So let us be loving,
hopeful and optimistic. And we'll change
the world."

Well, I doubt that I'm going to change the
world, but I'm going to try hard to be lov-
ing, hopeful and optimistic. Maybe that
will help me find a little happy.

Tell me, am I wrong?

column by Ted Barris

It’s been seven days since the premier apolo-
gized to Ontarians. It’s been 13 days since he
did what he apologized for — unnecessarily clos-
ing outdoor recreation facilities and giving po-
lice the power to randomly stop citizens during
the stay-at-home order. And it’s been nine days
since Doug Ford went into self-isolation at his
mother’s home in Etobicoke, after a member of
his staff tested positive for COVID-19. In
other words, the premier has not physically
served in his office, nor at the Ontario Legisla-
ture since a week ago Tuesday. In other words,
technically, Doug Ford has not been ar work.

He continues, of course, to be paid... which
means Premier Doug Ford is getting paid for
sick days!

That means the premier has received nine days
of his annual salary — about $5,148 of his
$208,974.00 annual income — a/l against the
stated policy of his own administration. Perhaps,
he'll realize the oversight and, like the time he
gave back $10,000 of his salary because the
budget arrived in the Legislature later than
promised, he'll return the $5,148 he’s been paid
for being away self-isolating.

If there was any question about the Conser-
vatives' position on paid sick leave, the evidence
is legion. In 2018, right after they came into
power, they scrapped Bill 148. Among other
measures, the Liberals’ Fair Workplaces, Better
Jobs Act provided two paid, job-protected
emergency leave days for all workers. But the
Conservatives repealed it.

“Sixty thousand people lost their jobs under
Bill 148,” Ford claimed, (which referred prin-
cipally to part-time positions), “We're going to
create more jobs ... unlike the Liberals, who
destroyed this province.”

Then came the pandemic. Following Ontario’s
March 2020 stay-at-home order, which affected
principally women who vacated jobs to attend
their families at home. According to the
province’s Financial Accountability Officer,
Ontario lost 355,000 jobs — the single largest
decline on record and nearly six times worse
than what Ford claimed was the result of the
Liberals’ two paid sick days legislation.

Then, the very day the Ford administration
scrambled to put the premier in front of a cam-
era in Etobicoke for his “apology” press confer-
ence, downtown those Conservatives on the
job voted down MPP Michael Coteau’s private
member’s legislation. Bill 247 would have in-
troduced a provision to Ontario’s employment
standards to provide up to 10 paid days of leave
per year because of personal illness, injury or
medical emergency. “(The Conservatives’)
votes are not against an Opposition MPP’s

[ The Barris Beat

% How to pay for paid sick days

bill,” Coteau told the Szar, “but against the 83
per cent of Ontarians who support paid sick
leave.” The defeat of Coteau’s paid sick leave
bill marked the 21st time, either through mo-
tions or previous bills, that the Conservative
party and the premier have voted against paid
sick days. “This is not a partisan issue,” Coteau
said finally. “This is about the best science.”

But for some reason, few members of Doug
Ford’s cabinet, which (they tell us) regularly re-
ceive recommendations from its COVID-19
Science Advisory Table, have taken the experts’
warnings seriously. As early as January of this
year, when Ontario faced a second wave of
COVID cases, Dr. Barbara Yaffe, Ontario’s as-
sociate chief medical officer of health, said
more had to be done “to help residents comply
with public health rules ... including institut-
ing paid sick days.”

However, instead of putting science first, in
my view, the Ontario government has put its
self-preservation first. The Ford Conservatives
have blamed the Trudeau Liberals for not going
far enough. And, sure, there’s plenty of blame
to go around. The Canada Recovery Sickness
Benefit from Ottawa has assisted some 300,000
Ontarians, who received $450 after taxes. Its
after-the-fact rollout is clearly not effective ei-
ther. “There’s $700 million from the federal
government sitting there. The system is bro-
ken,” Ford said.

But if a year of political ping-pong has illus-
trated anything in Ontario, it’s proven the paid
sick days buck stops at Queen’s Park.

So, 13 days after the missteps against the sci-
entists’ recommendations, seven days after the
apology, and 14 months after the pandemic hit,
why do Ford and his ministers still tell us
(worse, why do we still believe them?) that
they've got a plan for paid sick days?

In the face of stonewalling against doing the
right thing, I think it’s time that the premier,
and his entire caucus of 76 Progressive Conser-
vatives pay back the people of Ontario the
equivalent of the days when they ignored the
science, the days when they failed to vaccinate
racialized or hotspot neighbourhoods, or the
days when they made silly pronouncements
only to rescind them after public outrage — and
give the equivalent of their pay back for all
those days.

The payback would more than fund sick days
lost by Ontario workers, although never com-
pensate the pain and suffering such ideology
has hastened.

For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

YOUR CAREER STARTS HERE!

HELP WANTED - looking for motivated people wanting to work 30-40 hours per week and

available to work some evenings and weekends. We offer competitive wages, benefits, profit
sharing and a safe/healthy work environment.
We are hiring in all areas of the store. Email resume to donnah@belinet.ca N0

Canadian Tire Uxbridge www.canadiantire.ca 905 852 3315
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Crocheted poppies proposed for Cenotaph, Sharpe statue

by Roger Varley

Laura Taylor-Shields made a pitch
to council to garner support for a
proposed poppy project that would
see crocheted poppies draped
around the cenotaph area during
the Remembrance Day period.

She said she made poppies for the
Niagara Poppy Project last year,
which saw thousands of poppies
donated from around the world.

"Why not our town?" she asked.
"We're an artsy community."

She said this year would be ideal
for the project as it marks the 100th
anniversary of Remembrance Day
poppies in Canada.

Her presentation included photos
of the cenotaph and library overlaid
with illustrations of how the pop-
pies would be displayed: hanging
from the library balcony, along the
Cenotaph fencing and around the
base of the Cenotaph. She also of-
fered it might be possible to drape
some of the poppies around the

Sam Sharpe statue. She said the dis-
play would be used year after year.

Taylor-Shields said she has started
a Faccbook page called the
Uxbridge Poppy Project and she al-
ready has people engaged in making
poppies. She also has reached out to
the residents of Douglas Crossing,
Shobrook Gardens and Butternut
Manor to see if they would be in-
terested in taking part. Poppies al-
ready made can be dropped off at
the legion and Preston Gallery. She
said the initial goal is to have 3,000
poppies on display and to meet that
goal she is looking for donations of
cash and yarn.

Barton, noting that Remembrance
Day
days," said council would have to
be careful in its approach to make
sure that such a display would be
done in a respectful manner.

Garrod moved that the proposal
be referred to staff, the legion, the
library board and the historical so-
ciety for comment.

"e
is one of our most sacred

INGE
BOULTON

The family is sad to announce that

Inge died April 15, 2021,

her own home at the age of 95.

Born in Hamburg, Germany,
raised in Stavanger,

of her grandchildren.

In light of COVID restrictions

¥

peacefully and in the comfort of *

‘Triplets cause great excitement in Uxbridge’ 80 years ago

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

In May, 1941, a miracle occurred in
Uxbridge. A set of naturally occur-
ring triplets was unexpectedly born
into an already sizeable local farming
family, earning media attention from

Doris Evans was born first, leading
her to be called “One” until a name
was chosen for her. Born at 5:30
a.m., she weighed 4% pounds.

“Two”, who became Dave, was born
shortly afterwards and weighed 4%5
pounds. And “Three” was Doreen,

Norway
(including her teen years during the
Nazi occupation), she immigrated to
Montreal in her early twenties. After
raising her sons in California, Vancouver and

then Ottawa, she relocated to Uxbridge in 2008 for her final years.

Inge was predeceased by her husband, Harold Hugh Christian (Chris)
Boulton. Cherished mother to her sons Bruce and Dave (Karen). Kind
and loving grandmother of Isabelle, Eric (Caeley), Ben, and Chris
(Payton) and great-grandson Florian.

A quiet observer, she always carried herself with style and dignity. She
enjoyed travel, gardening, cross country skiing and keeping current with
world events. Inge took great pleasure in the adventures and successes

there will be no service. Should you

wish to consider a memorial donation, the family would appreciate a
donation to the Rotary Club of Uxbridge Charitable Foundation, via
Canada Helps. Arrangements have been

entrusted to the Low & Low Funeral

Home, 23 Main Street South, Box
388, Uxbridge LOP 1M8 (905-852-
3073). Condolences can be made

at www.lowandlow.ca

« Fertilizing

905-852-5313

\I (I TREE CARE

SINCE 1981
« ISA Certified Arborists  « Hydro Line Clearing

« Bucket & Crane Trucks ~  Stump Grinding

« Consulting « Tree Pruning and Removals

« Planting and Plant Health Care

UTSTreeCare.ca

all over Ontario. This
Sunday, May 2, David,
Doreen and Doris Evans
will celebrate their 80th
birthday.

“It was by God’s grace,
love and mercy that we
made it to our 80th
birthday together,” says
Doris.

The front page of a local
newspaper from May 8,
1941, featured the
triplets’ father, Wilfred
Evans, in an interview
with the Zoronto Daily
Star. In the interview,
Evans describes telling
his “four anxious chil-
dren” that “there were
three storks instead of
one. You got the new
baby sister — like you hoped. In fact,
you got two new baby sisters, with a
new baby brother thrown in for good
measure.”

of town.

4% pounds.

Handle any forecast this spring with
Symmetrical Full-Time AWD and Award-winning safety.

2021 FORESTER

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $30,686

#3576 - 099%

For 24 months with $2,632 down. 104 payments required.

We're safely open by appointment
call 1-855-670-2188.

SUBARU

Stouffville Rd.

susaru_19th Ave,

' '§ New Roads

Richmond Hill Subaru g
11645 Yonge Street 1-855-670-2187 _Z;MT

RichmondHillSubaru.com

MSRP of (528,995) on the 2021 Forester CP (VT. *Pricing consists of MSRP plus 51,800 freight and PDI, 5249 Admin, $100 Tie Tax, $10 OMVIC, $20
Tike Lewy, 520 PPSA Service fee charge, (5750 bonus cosh) includes o full fonk of qos. Tawes, license, regishotion ond insurance ore exiva. S0 security
deposit, Lease rote of 0.99% for 24 months. Leose payments of (574) weekly with (52,598) down poyment. Lease end volue (520,631) with (53,089)
due on delivery. Lease bosed on o maximum of 20,000 ke per year for 24 months, ar 40,000 km total, with excess chorged at $0.10/km. Subject to
credit oppraval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCL. Ober leose and finance rotes ond terms availoble; down payment or equivolent frade-in may be
required. Model shown: 2021 Forester CP CVT (MJ225) with an MSRP of 528,995 Dealers moy sell or lease for less or may hove to order or frode.
Veticl (s} shawn solly for purposes of ilustration ond may not be equipped exncly as shown, See Richmand Hill Subony for complete progrom detaik.

Naturally occurring triplets were the talk of the town in Uxbridge in May,
1941. All three turn 80 this weekend. From left: Dave, Doris and Doreen
Evans were born to Wilfred and Gladys Evans, who owned a farm just east
Submitted photo

Family lore has it that the triplets
were born on the family farm on

Marsh Hill Rd., just east of
Uxbridge, and that, with no incuba-
tors present, they were kept warm in
the oven. Neither is true - they were
born in Mrs. H.J. Allen’s nursing
home, which was located on Main
St., across from the Uxbridge Music
Hall. Mirs. Allen’s first job
after the babies’ arrival
was to go and purchase
more baby clothes, as

their mother, Gladys
Evans (née St. John) had
only  brought baby

clothes for one!

When the Daily Star
asked Wilfred how it felt
being the father of
triplets, he replied that he
felt “As though I'll have
to get more than 50 cents
a bag for potatoes from
now on.””

Doris, Dave and
Doreen were new
younger siblings to Lau-
rence, Ross, Floyd and
Mildred — 12, 8, 7 and 4

at the time, respectively.

born three hours later and weighing  Three new additions to the family

meant all hands on deck, and the
three older boys were enlisted to help
take care of their new siblings. Ross
was assigned to look after Doris,
Lawrence took charge of Dave, and
Floyd watched over Doreen.

Doris Evans went on to marry Allan
Hockley, had two children, and now
lives in Waterloo. Dave stayed in
Uxbridge and operated a successful
plumbing business for many years,
and he and wife Shirley had two chil-
dren. Doreen married Tom Pickett,
had three children, and now lives in
a long-term care home in Scarbor-
ough. The three siblings wont be
spending this milestone birthday to-
gether due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, but plan to mark the occasion
with their own private celebrations.

In the 1941 Daily Star article, Dr.
Mellow said that, according to a text-
book he owned, naturally occurring
triplets come along once in 7,910
births.

“Tt means, said Dr. Mellow, ‘that
by the laws of average, this won't
happen again in Uxbridge for 80
years.”

I’s been 80 years..
waiting!

.Uxbridge is

905-487 8363

Toll-free
888-982-8343

budgetblmds com
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

GOODWOOD

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

905 852 0057 ©

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest

electrical contracting ltd

Like us

RON BROWN AuTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.

Paul Fraser

Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North
905-852-5981

Alec Leask
Earthmoving
& Haulage

905-852-7395
alecleask.com

Septic Sorrow?

Maybe we can help!

Dirt Devilment?

It's often not in the right place
- that's why we move it!

need a hand?

Call My Guy

Handyman Services

For all your /F-@
home %

Q)

S

projects

Brad @ 647-472-1484

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“In the beginning, God

made the heavens and

the earth.” Genesis 1:1
UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:

www.biblesociety.calthe_word_and_you

Canadian Bible Society
The Word. For Life.

Excavating

Iivl What we do is made in Canada

MAY DAY! MAY DAY! YOU NEED TO HAVE A BBQ
THIS SATURDAY - IT’S MAY DAY!

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

MERCHANT.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1990

905-852-9892 3 Brock Street West

Providing online support to seniors enabling
them to connect with friends and family virtually

CONNECTIONS

We provide online support to

+ Use virtual meeting tools like Zoom,
Messenger, Google Meet, Facetime, SKype.

* Understand cameras on laptops,
cell phones, computers

‘ * Text, email, use search engines.

* Leamn about smartphones and their uses
and features.

ADVERTISE
Al LOCAL

Callto book a time...

ADVERTISE
Al LOCAL

L. Alec Leask
====x1 Earthmoving
& Haulage

Large and Small Jobs Welcome

¢ Site Preparation

* Basements & Driveways
¢ Trenching & Drainag

* Septic Systems

Uxbridge & a
416-346-1623

Mobile/Text:
www.alecleask.com

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas

MOE licensed

~

Online Auctions

May "Buys for Guys"
Auction
May 4 - 13,7 p.m.

“Bling for Spring”
May 18 — 27, 7 p.m.

Looking for quality consignments?
Call today to save your space

Www.g-a-s.ca

gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com
647-212-2275
Like us on Facebook

K

Astineuss Arsocidtion of e

RIANT,

EVANS
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Best GIC rate: 2.05%

Terms & conditions apply
Effective April 26th, 2021

LIFE INSURANCE
YOU CAN AFFORD...
‘We Can Help You!

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 2
905-852-3184  www.investsmart.ca

GARDENARF]&

GARDENS DESIGNED : REFINED : CARED FOR BY HAND

* Garden Renovation
* Planting & Redesign
* Regular or as-needed Garden Care
by former Master Gardener
& Qualified Plantsman

416-709-0385
gardenartskf@gmail.co

CLASSIFIED

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES

PRIMEWORKS PROPERTY SERVICES:
Painting contractor with 30 years’ experience,
specializing in:  Residential & Commercial
Inferior & Exterior Painting  Pressure Wash-
ing © Airless Spraying  Staircase Refinishing
* Quality Workmanship & Service. MPI Certi-
fied Architectural Coatings Technologist. Free
Written Estimates. Breft Michelsen, 647278-
3423, primeworks@rogers.com 5/20

DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or hig. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2year written war-

WANTED
FULL-TIME LANDSCAPER

For a large farm located
north of Uxbridge.

Job description/primary responsibilities:

- Perform groundskeeping & building
maintenance duties

- Mow lawn either by hand, power or
using a riding lawnmower

- Trim & edge around walks, flower beds,
& walls

- Landscape by planting flowers, grass,
shrubs, & bushes

- Apply fertilizer to ground to enhance
growth

- Sweep walkway of debris

- Cut down tree limbs that are posing a
danger

- Trim shrubs & pull weeds

- Rake, mulch, & prune the grounds as
needed

- Water plants & grass as needed & apply
fertilizer

- Carry out any other duties as assigned

Please send resumé fo:
info@highfieldsfarmcorp.com

ranty, free estimates. For all your outside up-
grades & projects, confact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-
7059993. 5/27

HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 17 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat Sitting
/ Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for
more info on Heather's services. Call or text
905-852-8525, email  hstewart@home-
watch.ca and follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  4/29

LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results”. Booking now for Spring
clean-up, hedge trimming & lawn cutting.
Follow on Instagram - lawn_slide_services -
contact  Noah, 647-523-6730 or email
lawnslide@gmail.com Serving Uxbridge and
surrounding area. 4/29

THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll

Q Denture Clinic

VISIT OUR
NEWWEBSITE

uxbridgedentureclinic.com

Alex Mitchell
DD Denturist

« Complete and Partial Dentures
+In-house Lab
« Free Consultations
« Free Parking
« Same day Reline and Repairs
+ House calls within the Uxbridge area

2 CAMPBELL DRIVE
SUITE 307A, UXBRIDGE

love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Bra  Shop in  Stouffville.  Contact
thegirlshrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience! 4/29
OLE” HANDYMAN &  FAMILY.
Waterproofing and landscaping. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured & guaranteed.
Post rebuilders. Gingerbread removal. Kitchen,
bath, stonework, cement, basements, flooring,
pot lights. Bobcat. 50 years' experience.
Financing. Masks worn. Senior discount. 905-
473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).  4/29
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room? Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77
Brock St. W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations & scanning. Call Sabring, 905-550-
8825.

WANTED

PART-TIME GARDENER / HANDY-
MAN/WOMAN WANTED: For help main-
taining a large rural property in south
Uxbridge. Ideal for a retired /semi-retired per-
son who can work unsupervised and on their
own intuitive. Two - three days/wk., 8:30 a.m.
- 3 p.m., May - mid-November. Tasks include
lawn mowing, bush and tree trimming, trail
and driveway maintenance, flower bed care,
some light carpentry, touchup painting, equip-
ment and other general maintenance tasks.
Send resumé and/or covering letter to clare-
monthelpwanted@hotmail.com 5/6

HELP WANTED: North Uxbridge horse farm
looking for part-time help on Fridays. Involves
cleaning stalls, feeding and handling horses.
Call 416-402-1082.  5/6

PROFESSIONAL CARPENTER to assem-
ble/erect a hard-top wood gazebo kit from
“Yardistry”. Experienced person only. 905-852-
9842. 4/29

FOR SALE

DIESEL TANK: 300 gallon double lined diesel
tank. 3-years old. Best offer. 519-933-0952
4/29
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Gerald Lawrence Judy Esmonde
Manager/Sales Representative Broker

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton

Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth (:hrls I.armer
Sales Representative Sales Representative

COLDWELL BANKER

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,
BROKERAGE

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-4338 e Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

Coldwell Banker
% ULTIMATE SERVICE"
www.ColdwellBanker.ca

COLDWELL BANKER

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,
BROKERAGE

WWW. ColdweIIBankerLuxury com
The Global Luxury Difference

2-Storey Townhouse
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
1,246 Sq Ft Brick End Unit
1-Car Garage + 1 Parking
Close To All Amenities
Gerald Lawrence, Realtor®
www.MultipleListings.ca

SOLD over ask in less
than 24 hours!
It's a hot market - for a Home
Evaluation call Judy!

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

EXCLUSIVE LISTING. Custom built home, 1/3 acre, just
over 4,000 sq.ft. of total living space: 4 beds, 4 baths,
main flr family room, finished w/o basement, multiple
walkouts, decks, sunroom, landscaped fenced back
yard with 12,000 gallon, 6.5 ft deep Koi pond with
waterfall, bridge, aerators, steel roof, plus so much
more. Offered for sale at $1,650,000.

Marie Persaud, Realtor®
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Cell: 416-556-0238

A SPRINGSELLER S MARKET

IS BLOOMING!
Thinking of selling but waiting for the
“right" time?
Please feel free to call me ‘cause NOW
is as good a time as any!

Gwen Layton, Realtor®
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Cell: 416-677-8709

WE HAVE BUYERS LOOKING!
Do you have vacation property you're
thinking of selling? We may already
have a buyer for you! Give us a call!

Chris Larmer, Realtor®
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

WE HAVE SIGNED BUYERS
Looking for a 3+1 / 4 bedroom home on an
acre / plus in Uxbridge, Sandford or Leaskdale.
If you are thinking of selling contact us today.
We may already have a buyer for you.

Shane Coxworth, Realtor®
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965
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UXBRIDGE
\= GREENHOUSE

WWW.UXBRIDGEGREENHOUSE.CA

VEGBIES -

R OWN AT

SOME OF THE PLANTS AVAILABLE:

HANGING BASKETS: tomato, cucumber, strawberry
HERBS: basil, parsley, rosemary, cilantro
VEGETABLES: tomatoes, peppers, squash, eggplant,
cucumber, beans, peas, cabbage, broccoli, swiss chard, kale

T-wrlf|'\.l'

VIRY

HOME

5 + HERBS

fﬂ&f”Ubudpe‘

, 2021

MORE INFORMATION AT: WWW.UXBRIDGEGREENHOUSE.CA




