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TAKING TO THE TRAILS - Cold temperatures, brisk sunshine and fresh snow - lofs of it - brought Tristan and Olivia Thorman out to cross-country ski on the Trans

Canada Trail on Sunday. The Cosmos wants more photos of you! Visit thecosmos.ca for details.
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905-439-2033
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Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers under contract

Oak Tree Medical Pharmacy
Your Independently owned family pharmacy

“Branch'Location”

COMING SOON

IN THE MEDICAL CENTRE NEXT TO THE HOSPITAL!
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Transfer your prescriptions to our
downtown location in the meantime by calling

905-862-2800
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AXIS CHIROPRACTIC

304 Toronto St. S. 905-852-9700

Photo by John Cavers

Potential ‘pop-up” square could become permanent

by Roger Varley

If the township is successful in receiving a
grant, Uxbridge could have a town square be-
fore the end of summer - sort of.

In a report to council on Monday, Amanda
Ferraro, director of community services, said a
successful grant application could see a "pop-
up" town square installed on the small parkette
next to the Coffee Time building on Brock
Street. She said such a "pop-up" venue could
lead to a permanent town square in the future.
A temporary town square could be used to ac-
commodate festivals and events, she said.

Ferraro said an opportunity exists to obtain as
much as $250,000 from the My Main Street
Community Activator program offered by the
Canadian Urban Institute and the Economic

Development Council of Ontario.

Noting that the Uxbridge Downtown Revi-
talization Committee's surveys show a town
square has been identified as one of the top pri-
orities for residents and business owners, Fer-
raro said the "pop-up" square could be
transformed into a permanent square once re-
development of the area begins. She said the
parkette and some of the parking spaces on the
west side of the Coffee Time parking lot could
be made visually appealing with streetscaping,
benches and tables, patio lighting and planters.
She said barricades and security cameras would
create a "safe” central space which would aug-
ment existing events such as the Holiday Trail,
the Santa Claus parade and summer busker
days.

A successful grant application would allow for

IAN MORRISON

acquisition of temporary staging, lights, sound

Living, loving and
selling Uxbridge
"for all it's worth"

since 1987

system and other equipment which could be
stored in an event trailer.

"I want to be clear it is a 'pop-up,' a tempo-
rary opportunity to figure out the logistics,"
Ferraro told council, adding that all township
departments would be corroborating to make
it work.

Councillor Willie Popp said this is an oppor-
tunity the township should not pass up.

"This will bring people back to downtown,"
he said. "This will help us determine the final
configuration of a town square."

Councillor Todd Snooks said Ferraro's report,
together with the work of staff, the revitaliza-
tion committee and other groups is one of the

"Experience Matters"
416-7919212

rF
B84 ian@morrisonremax.com
@ianmorrisonremax

o ianmorrisonrealestate
most comprehensive examples he has seen of a

...continued on page 4
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Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing?
Call Tim Gardner 9os.649.0250

Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

| work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate.
Highlights of what | can do for you:

® Reverse Mortgages e Office/Industrial buildings
* Alternative Lending Specialists
Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063

e Refinances

COLDWELL BANKER

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,
BROKERAGE

Marie Persaud

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage
Direct: 416-970-8979

Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

PRIVATE 10 ACRES

South Uxbridge bungalow. Multiple walkouts, finished walkout basement,
forested property, triple car attached garage, 3 stall barn with hydro and water
and auxiliary building also with hydro and water! If you want privacy, then look
no further than here. Total of 5 bedrooms, 5 washrooms, main floor office, formal
dining room, vaulted ceilings. Offered for sale at $2,499,999. Call today to arrange
your appointment to see this property 416-970-8979.
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Council & Committee Meetings

Meeting Schedule for January, 2022
Monday, January 31
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING, 9:00 a.m.
Meeting Schedule for February, 2022
Wednesday, February 2
BIA BOARD, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday February 3
TRAILS COMMITTEE, 9:00 a.m.
Monday, February 7
COMMITTEE, 10:00 a.m.
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE, 4:00 p.m.
Monday, February 14
COUNCIL, 10:00 a.m.

Plaque Dedication

Show your love this Valentine’s Day with a
plaque dedication on one of our many
Uxbridge Trails.

Visit www.uxbridge.ca

Interim UHS MAC notice

The Township of Uxbridge is looking for more
volunteers for the Museum Advisory
Committee (MAC). MAC advises, comments
on, recommends, and assists Town Council
with the operation and management of the
Uxbridge Historical Centre and its services. If
you care about history, arts, culture, tourism,
and accessibility in Uxbridge Township, we
welcome you to join our next (virtual) meeting
on Wednesday, February 9, at 7 p.m., to meet
the MAC and learn what it’s all about. Email
museum@uxbridge.ca to receive a meeting

link.

Employment Opportunities

Complete details are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities
Fire Department - Volunteer (Part -Time)

Firefighters

Closes Monday, January 31, at 4:30 p.m.
Candidates must be 18 years of age or older.
Community Services Department — Camp
Program Coordinator (F-T summer student)
Closes Monday, February 7, 2022

Community Services Department — Camp
Supervisors (F-T and P-T summer students)
Closes Monday, February 7, 2022

The Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer
in accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with
Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code
(OHRC).  The Township of Usxbridge will provide
accommodations throughout the recruitment and selection
and/or assessment process to applicants with disabilities and/or
needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is
collected under the authority of The Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

Township of Uxbridge COVID-19 Updates

Facility Closure Information
Town Hall - Open for essential services

Fire Permits - available online

Uxpool - Closed, reopening Feb. 1

- Visit website for on-line services
Uxbridge Arena - Closed, reopening Jan. 31

Uxbridge Public Library - Express pick-up
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter open by appointment, call 905-985-9547

Questions? Contact Us!
t: 905-852-9181
info@uxbridge.ca

www.uxbridge.ca

LICENSED TO

License your pet today and discover tags that
help all pets at uxbridge.docupet.com.

WHY LICENSE YOUR PET?

s It helps local animals in need!
Proceeds of licencing directly fund shelter
operations!
It identifies your pet.
All tags come equipped with HomeSafe™
24/7 lost pet service, which has reunited
thousands of pets with their families.

Show your pet how much you love them by
giving them the gift of a pet tag so they can
be returned home if lost!

All dogs in Uxbridge must be licensed
annually. Not only is it a requirement of the
By-law; it's also a great way to support your
local shelter, the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal
Shelter, and the services they provide.

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.0. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1

905-852-9181  info@uxbridge.ca

Bids & Tenders

All current bid opportunities are posted to Uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders
U22-01 Fields of Uxbridge, Senior Soccer Field Irrigation — Closes Feb. 3, 2022, at 2:00 p.m.
All bids must be received by the Township by the deadline stated, cither electronically via the
Township’s website or in-person (by appointment only) at the Township Office located at 51
Toronto St. South. Public tender openings are not happening currently however bid results
will be posted at uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders in a timely manner.

Closure

Sandford Road from Conc. 2 to Conc. 3 will be closed for bridge repairs from January 31 to
March 8§, 2022.
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Townships of Brock, Uxbridge and Scugog

Election Compliance Audit Committee

The Townships of Brock, Scugog, and Uxbridge are requesting applications from interested
members of the public to serve on the Compliance Audit Committee for the 2022 Municipal
Election. This committee, consisting of three (3) members, will serve all three (3) municipalities
for the term of November 15, 2022, to November 14, 2026.

Ideally, membership on the Compliance Audit Committee shall be comprised of one (1) member
of the public from each municipality to serve all three (3) municipalities.

Purpose

The purpose of the Committee is to review applications which may be referred by the Clerk or
submitted by qualified electors who believe, on reasonable grounds, that a municipal election
candidate or registered Third Party Advertiser has contravened the provisions of the Municipal
Elections Act, 1996, as amended, related to campaign finances. The powers of the Committee
will be to:

° Review applications received and decide whether the application should be granted or
rejected;

° If the application is granted, to appoint an auditor to conduct a compliance audit; and,

. Upon receipt of the report indicating a contravention, the Committee may commence
legal proceedings against the candidate or Registered Third Party Advertiser; or,

. Upon receipt of the report indicating no contravention, the Committee may make a

finding as to whether there were reasonable grounds for the application and determine
whether to recover the costs of conducting the compliance audit

Qualifications

Committee members must have the ability to understand and apply the election campaign
finance provisions of the Municipal Act and must be considered impartial with respect to their
ability to fulfill their responsibilities. Preference shall be given to those Committee members with
experience in accounting, law, and law enforcement.

The Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended, prohibits members of Council, a local board,
staff of the respective municipalities, candidates, and Registered Third Party Advertisers from
serving on this Committee.

Remuneration

Members of the Committee shall be provided a retainer and remunerated for their attendance at
meetings together with mileage.

Application Process

Interested persons are invited to forward a written expression of interest and resume outlining
their experience and qualifications to serve on this Committee to the Clerk of one of the (3)
municipalities.

Further Information

Further information, including the terms of reference may be obtained from the office of the
Clerk in each municipality.

Application Deadline

Applications will be received in the office of each Clerk until 4:30 p.m. on January 28, 2022.

Ms. Debbie Leroux
Municipal Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South

Mr. Fernando Lamanna
Municipal Clerk & Deputy CAO
Township of Brock

1 Cameron Street East,

Ms. Becky Jamieson
Municipal Clerk
Township of Scugog
181 Perry Street

P.O. Box 10 P.O. Box 780 P.O. Box 190
Cannington, Ontario Port Perry, Ontario Uxbridge, Ontario
LOE 1EO LOL 1A7 L9P 1T1

flamanna@brock.ca bjamieson@scugog.ca dleroux@uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.

Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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The Optimist Club of Uxbridge wishes to thank the following for their contribution to
helping us make our 14th anniversary of the Optimist Fantasy of Lights so successful.

Monies raised from this event go to helping improve this event, as well as toward
our initiatives for helping the youth of our town.

We look forward to our 2022 event with great anticipation.

Our Display Owners
6th Pickering Scouts
Arens/Merrick Family
Beta Sigma Phi
Beyond Bump
Postpartum Doula
Services
Bonner Boys
Coldwell Banker
R.M.R. Real Estate
Community Living
Durham North
Douglas Crossing
Durham Farm & Rural
Families Resources
Durham West 4-H
Association
Graham Family
Goodwood Baptist
Church
Habitat for Humanity —
Uxbridge Restore
H. Bee Architecture
Heart to Heart
Joseph Gould Public
School
Karin Welsh/Lindsey
Smulders RE/MAX
All-Stars
K. Kuula Construction
Lakeland Water
Treatment
Living in Your Backyard
Lunn Family
Marx Mechanical
Contracting Ltd.
Music By the Bay
Nexus Coffee Co.
North Durham United
Football Club

NorthStar Currency Ltd.

NVS Arboriculture
Precious Minds
Revera-Reachview

Rutledge Jewellers

Spring Grove Hydro
Excavation & Utility
Services

St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church

St. Joseph Catholic
School

St. Paul's Anglican
Church

The Bridge Social

The Flooring Barn

The Second Wedge
Brewing Company

This Guy Cleans

Thunder Ridge Bison
Co.

Toronto & North York
Pony Club

Trafalgar Castle School

Trinity United Church

Town of Uxbridge

Udora-Leaskdale Lions
Club

Uxbridge Chamber of
Commerce

Uxbridge Community
Midwives

Uxbridge Cycling Club

Uxbridge Fair Board

Uxbridge Farmers'
Market

Uxbridge Fire
Department

Uxbridge Horsemens
Association

Uxbridge Hopital
Auxiliary

Uxbridge Lions Club

Uxbridge Masonic
Lodge

Uxbridge McDonalds

Uxbridge Montessori
School

Uxbridge Probus Club
Uxbridge Public School
Uxbridge Rotary Club
Uxbridge Scouts
Uxbridge Skating Club
Uxbridge Youth Centre
We Wilsons

Wee Wilsons
Williamson Chrysler
Williamson GM
Wright Web & Photo
Zehrs Uxbridge

Our Park Set-up,
Take down & Tech
Support Volunteers
Tom Archer
Davidson Barrow
Robert Dignan

Will Horton

Bill & Nancy Knapp
Ron Peevers

John Ponech

Evan Sahakian
Tony Schwab

Leia Steeves

Luke Steeves

Skye Steeves

Lisa Streets

Keith St. John

Alice Wilson
Preston Wilson
Randy Wilson
Wally Winn

Our Gate
Volunteers
Abby Harjono
Abby Milner
Alyssa Redshaw
Amber Cockburn
Ashley Fairley
Ashley Woodhams
Ben Mann

Bob Armitage
Braeden Gerard
Brandon Weatherup
Brayden Matresky
Bruce Garrod
Calvin Cockburn
Charlotte Waye
Carol Hendry
Chas Harding
Chris Hurle
Clarke Tracey
Cyndie Jacobs
Dave Barton
Diane Dyke

Dot Partridge
Elaine de Blicquy
Elaine Porter
Ellie Harding
Elliot Taylor
Emily Chillman
Emily Everson
Emma Brown
Emma Leighton
Eric Irwin

Erin Matresky
Ethan Toste
Gail Waye

Gary Ruona
Greg Eickmeier
Greg Gallagher
Heather Hunter
lan Weir

Indira Barton
Jackie Burch
Jacob Stewart
Jason Eavis
Jasper Brott
Jenn Myers

Jim Roche

John Henry
Julie McKeiver
Julie Silwa
Karen Irwin

Kat Weir
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Kathy Eavis

Katie Best

Ken Hendry

Kim Lunn

Koen Searles

Kyle Flear

Kyle Ough

Lauren Eavis
Lauren Garrison
Laya McKenzie
Layla Dubreuil
Liam Davidson
Lisa Cornell-Cook
Lisa Rolph

Lisha VanNieuwenhove
Luke Steeves
Maddie Ough
Marcus Smith
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Mark Melcher
Mary-Anne McKenzie
Maureen Barnes
Nancy Mann
Nancy Melcher
Nathan Heyworth
Nathan Searles
Nicole Stewart
Ngaan Chan

Nora Mazloumian
Owen Begg
Owen Garrison
Owen Ritchie
Paula Ekan

Piper Lunn
Rachael Harrison
Richard Hayden
Robyn Redshaw

To the Chowns for providing us with cookies.
To the Uxbridge Parade Committee for loaning Santa's sleigh and

reindeer,

To Derek Hayes for snow clearing and sanding.
To SunRock Canada for supplying gravel.

To Uxbridge Town Council and staff for their onngoing support.

To the Uxbridge Cosmos, Uxbridgedaily.com, 105.5 Hits FM, Uxbridge
Tourism and Uxbridge Scugog Life for helping to promote the event.

To Bill and Nancy Knapp for nightly maintenance.

Ron Brott

Rosalynd Ronsan

Sandy Evans

Sarah Best

Sonya Kehoe

Sophie Taylor

Steve Snodden

Sue Armitage

Tess Dempster

Todd Snooks

Travis White

Tristan Ough

Zebedee Woodhams

Hannah, Parker,
Preston & Shannon
Wilson

Randy Wilson

Finally we wish to thank the local residents for their patience,
understanding and support. We had a very successful event which will
allow us to put a lot more money into our own community for the good
of our youth, We are so grateful to everyone who helped to “pull this
off”. We could not have done it without you.
Readersdigest.ca listed us again in the top 10 light events in Canada.
Narcity listed us in the top 7 drive through events in Ontario.

If you would like to learn more about us, please go to our
website, uxbridgeoptimist.com for information.
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Our two cents

A ‘popping’ good start

As we report on page 1, Uxbridge could have the beginnings of a town square
before the end of summer.

Of course, it all depends on how successful the township is in receiving a
grant and, if successful, how large that grant will be. However, it shows that
the township has been paying attention, finally, to the wishes of the commu-
nity at large.

A number of years ago, Bob Shepherd was elected mayor of Uxbridge
largely because he had "a vision" for the downtown area. He was never fully
able to articulate his vision, nor was he able to garner much support for the
idea and he served only one term. But at least he had a vision.

Now, years later, the vision has returned and it is being shared by many in
the community, especially the Downtown Revitalization Committee, whose
resident and business surveys showed a town square is one of the top priori-
ties for the downtown area.

With the culvert construction finally behind us, and while we wait for the
rezoning of the lands that were formerly in the flood plain, Community Serv-
ices director Amanda Ferraro has proposed that we can gain some valuable in-
formation about a permanent town square by installing what she called a
"pop-up” town square. Such a "pop-up" would be installed on the small par-
kette next to Coffee Time, complete with benches and tables to create a com-
munal space, with landscaping, lighting and planters and a stage area. It
would be used to enhance such regular events as the Santa Claus parade, the
Holiday Trail and others, but could also see musicians and entertainers from
time to time.

We applaud the move. It’s an excellent opportunity to learn whether such an
installation will, in fact, lure more people into the downtown core and bring
some vibrancy back into the area.

There are dangers, but if we know what they are, we can be prepared to
overcome them. The parkette itself is, at the moment, a neglected little strip
of greenery with a few trees and not much else. In the past, there have been
attempts to dress it up a little, but it still remains a pretty lifeless lot. The
township will have to realize that just throwing a few planters, tables and
benches there will not cut it. Even though it is to be temporary - (until a per-
manent town square can be established) - it should at least give the feeling
that it's here and it's going to be used.

The Uxbridge Farmers’ Market has proved successful over the past few years
because it now has a feeling of permanence that was not there when it was lo-
cated at the arena parking lot or on the parking lot next to Wixan's Bridge.

Another danger is that, once the temporary square is in place, it might be-
come the norm and no more permanent work will be done. Mayor Dave Bar-
ton responded to that possibility by saying there can be no buildings
constructed over that part of the Brock St. parking lot that covers the culvert
and so it could only be used for a town square. That may well be, but once
the area is open for redevelopment, who knows what developers might be
asking for in terms of parking or loading zones, etc.

However, the success of the temporary town square will not rest solely on
the shoulders of council and township staff. It will depend on how it is uti-
lized by the general public.

We can only hope the quote from the movie Field of Dreams is true: "If you
build it, they will come.”
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Letters to the Editor

An interesting article written in the
Toronto Star just after Christmas
(“It is time to re-envision aging in
Canada,” by John Muscedere and
Alex Mihaildis, Dec. 26, 2021) cap-
tured my feelings about how older
adults in general are treated. The
authors talk about how ageism has
become a very serious problem in
our society, and state that, “Rather
than viewing older adults as indi-
viduals to be taken care of, Canada
must see its older population as the
active and valuable contributors
that they are.”

From the beginning of this pan-
demic, we have constantly heard,
“We must take care of our seniors,”
or, “We must protect our seniors,”
but for many people in decision-
making positions, this means, “We
must control our seniors.”

For some reason, once you are over
65 and retired, a good part of soci-
ety feels you are far less able to fend
or think for yourself. And God for-
bid you are 85 or older, because the
expectation here is that you can

hardly do anything for yourself.

Not true.

Trying to take over or do every-
thing for older people is not re-
spectful; in fact, this approach is
quite a put down. If you really want
to know what older adults want,
think, or need, for goodness sake,
just ask them!

Yes, some older adults need a good
deal of support in many different
ways, but no one approach fits all.
Nursing homes and long-term care
facilities are not the ultimate an-
swer. We have all seen the results of
this type of institutionalized care
since the beginning of the pan-
demic. Sadly, we continue to make
the same mistakes. Locking people
up for long periods of time with few
if any visitors, is simply inhumane.
Perhaps some of the people making
these decisions should sit in a small
room month after month with little
outside contact to see what a modi-
fied jail situation is all about.

I could go on and on, but many
good articles have been written

these last two years outlining the
problems and providing many
workable solutions. Hopefully, soci-
ety as a whole will insist on a new
and better approach to involve older
adults, and, where needed, their
families, for their overall well-being.
Patronizing, controlling, intimidat-
ing (real or inferred) and mandating
should all be left out of the equa-
tion. Respect through involvement,
inclusion and shared decision mak-
ing should be the right of everyone,
including older adults no matter
what age.

My hope is that once this pan-
demic is over, we don’t just fall back
into the same old way of doing
things. Thousands more long term
care beds is not the answer. We
must be much more creative and
work with our older population to
find better ways for everyone to age
gracefully with respect and a sense
of self worth.

Bob Pugh
Uxbridge

“Pop-up” town square might
pop up downtown, from page 1

whole community coming to-
gether on one project.

"This is a great start," he said.

Snooks emphasized that the
term "pop-up” might be mislead-
ing, noting that the temporary
square would not be put and
taken down continually, but that
it would remain in place.

Mayor Dave Barton said the
space could be used for other pur-

poses over and above existing
events.

"We'd be fairly wide open to
service clubs and other groups
who want to come in and do
something creative," he said. He
added that if the project goes
ahead, one of his first calls would
be to Amy Peck, USS music
teacher and saxophone player.

"We'd love to see more of our
youth performing in a downtown
square,” he said. "I'm looking for-
ward to the day when I can sit on

a patio in the area, listen to music,
and it's not a 'pop-up'. This is
about a recovery, getting people
to spend time in the downtown
core.”

Ferraro said that, if the grant ap-
plication is successful, the town-
ship would not be required to
provide any matching funding.

Council approved Ferraro's re-
quest to proceed with the appli-
cation.
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Something weird happened to me when I
turned 50 two Octobers ago. I started antici-
pating death. Not my own death - I was only
turning 50, for heaven’s sake. But anticipating
the death of someone around me, or con-
nected to me in some way. Lately I'm finding
lately that my sense of anticipation towards
learning of a death is growing, and frankly,
I’'m getting a little concerned.

For instance, I've started reading the obitu-
aries in the Zoronto Star on the weekend. It
used to be I'd pull out the Life section for the
horoscopes, the Dating Diaries, Dear Ellie (or
Abby or whatever her name is), and most im-
portantly, Carolyn Evans-Hammond’s wine
selections for the week. I'd pull out the car-
toons, the Insight section, and cruise through
the front section. But now the Business sec-
tion has a strong pull for me - not because
I'm so entrepreneurial-minded, but because
the latter half of it contains the obituaries. I
scan the list of names at the top of the sec-
tion, then go through each and every person,
taking in names, dates, photos, and if anyone
seems really intriguing, I read right through.
I've met some fascinating people! I recently
reconnected with a family I used to teach
piano to in Switzerland, thanks to an obitu-
ary. What are the odds, eh?

I started reading the obits in the Star when I
became concerned for some friends of my
parents from whom I hadn’t heard in a long
time. Their names, thank heavens, haven’t
popped up yet, but now I am compelled to
check every week, just in case. A grim but
oddly satisfying Saturday afternoon occupa-
tion.

Speaking of being compelled, I am also
compelled to check the notifications that pop
up on my phone from CBC News. I get no
notifications from any app except my CBC
News app, but not only because the journalist
in me wants to keep up on the latest news
from here and around the world. Nope. It’s
because every now and again a "So-and-So
has died" comes through, and T always feel
like I just have to find out what happened. If
I really lay my soul bare here, I'll confess that
every time I open that notification, I half ex-
pect to learn that - dare I utter it - our

A Blonde Moment

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

The ping of death

beloved sovereign head has gone to reign in
the sky. To be clear, I am NOT wishing it, I
am NOT putting it out there. I'm dreading
it, in fact. King Henry VIII would be only
too happy to lop my head off for even think-
ing the thought. But it’s the truth.

There has been a spate of celebrity passings
lately - Betty White was, I believe, the first on
New Years Eve, quickly followed by (in no
particular order or importance, and not lim-
ited to) Bob Saget, Meat Loaf, Sidney Poitier,
the NFLs Dan Reeves, and Vogue’s André
Leon Talley. My CBC app has been going
nuts. Between these, updates on the
Russia/Ukraine conflict and COVID news,
my phone’s been pinging up a symphony.

I don’t mean to be irreverent here, and I cer-
tainly don’t mean to offend anyone - apolo-
gies if I have. But I do think I approach death
a little differently than many other people.
My parents died within three months of one
another 14 years ago, now. My grandparents
are, understandably, all gone. Some close fam-
ily friends - gone. Pets too numerous to count
- gone. When the passing occurs, I stoically
push through whatever needs to be done, I
bawl my brains out, then continue on. I move
my way through what they call the “five
stages of grief” (denial, anger, bargaining, de-
pression, acceptance) in some form or an-
other, but I appear to settle at acceptance and
sort of stay there, with the occasional blip
(you never stop wanting your Mom). So, in
trying to explain this recent phenomenon, I
think I can safely say that I don’t fixate on
obituaries to deal with my own grief. (Lets
see if I act so stoic and solid if any of my chil-
dren or my husband are taken from me. Just
look at how I worded that - says a lot, doesn’t
it? But let’s not go there...)

I know I am not alone in my obit obsession.
There must be other people who anticipate
the news of death like I do. (I hope there are,
or I'll feel pretty stupid.) And my heart truly
aches for anyone out there who is anticipating
a real, close-to-home death.

I guess as we get older, we all have to come
to terms with The End. Well, at least that’s
one phone notification I guess I won't have to
worry about opening up.

column by Ted Barris

-

My parents, both U.S.-born, often took my
sister and me on road trips back across the
border in the 1950s and ’60s to visit our
American cousins in the summertime. To help
break the monotony of the drives to New York
City, our parents often found amusement
parks for us to visit along the way. One I'll
never forget was in the Adirondack mountains
of upstate New York.

“Frontier Town!” announced the big red sign
at the park’s entrance. And the marketing sub-
title declared, “Where the Wild West begins.”

Inside we toured the massive railroad station,
sawmill, the church, the requisite hotel and sa-
loon and, of course, the jail. The place was
crawling with tourists; Frontier Town bragged
it had 3,000 guests each day on the weekends.

Odd, but what I remember most about Fron-
tier Town, was the look of the signage. You
know, the lettering — its fat, blocky letters with
spikes sticking out of the sides — identifying
The Saloon, The Livery Stable, or on the
Wanted posters outside the jail. Even when I
watched all those westerns on TV — Gunsmoke,
Maverick, Have Gun Will Travel and The Rifle-
man — 1 always associated that OLD West let-
tering with the rea/ Old West, as in the
American West in the 1800s.

Well, when I researched I learned that the
OLD West print type was pretty much a Hol-
lywood invention. In fact, Walt Disney (who
created much of the 1950s mythology about
the Old West on TV and in “Frontierland,” his
Disneyland cowboy theme park) actually stole
the lettering style from, you guessed it, Fron-
tier Town amusement park. Old West script, if
one checks it out, comes from a frontier real-
ity; in order for signs to be legible, the letter-
ing had to be big, bold and obvious for cutting
into wooden signs posted outside buildings;
and the spikes out the side, some suggest, were
added for effect, like spurs on cowboy boots.

I'm discovering, like the Old West font myth,
that we're likely to believe whatever the handi-
est and quickest media tool can give us, even if
it’s wrong. Actual history is fading, being lost,
because we're limiting our understanding of
history to whatever parts of it have been digi-
tized. Too many moments of history or arti-
facts from it — from a time before the world
wide web and social media — have fallen
through the cracks. Indeed, anything hard

The Barris Beat

Font of history

copy — as in letters, documents, actual photo-
graphs — is physically too complicated, too ex-
pensive, too time-consuming, (dare I say too
passé) to consider historical.

By example, I've been trying to find a photo-
graph of a wartime Canadian news correspon-
dent, a reporter named Jack Brayley, who
served as the Canadian Press (CP) news bureau
chief in Halifax during the Second World War.
Brayley was relentless reporting the facts about
news events in Atlantic Canada during the
war. To skirt government censors, when re-
porting to his editors, he even developed code
words to disguise military activity he'd wit-
nessed. Anyway, my search for a photo of
Brayley led me to CP’s head office in Toronto.
The single archivist I reached by phone told
me that all such photographs had been boxed
up and sent to a warehouse. She could only
supply a picture if it had been digitized. Bray-
ley’s had not.

“Can’t someone search the warchouse box
files?” I asked.

“Once, we could,” she said. “But our archive
staff that was once 600 (across Canada) is now
just two.”

I thanked her for the reality check, and real-
ized if Brayley’s photo existed in hard copy
anywhere, it was likely lost to history because
someone (who had no idea who he was) fig-
ured the picture of a wartime bureau chief in
Halifax wasn't important enough to digitize.
And Brayley’s image was likely lost forever.

And I remembered the final scenes from the
movie Raiders of the Lost Ark, when Indiana
Jones, the Harrison Ford character, asks the
U.S. security guy if the Ark he'd recovered was
being researched and catalogued.

“We have our top man working on it right
now,” the security guy says.

And the film cuts to a box (with the Ark) —
identified only as “Top Secret. Army Intel.” —
being rolled on a trolley across the floor of a
vast, nondescript warehouse. As the camera
pulls back, the warehouse worker and trolley
disappear around the corner of a pile of boxes
extending as far as the eye can see, every box
marked exactly the same.

The print on the box, by the way, looked like
it was right out of Frontier Town.

For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

Trail Capital Pharmacy 905-852-5555

2 Douglas Road, Uxbridge (in the Starbucks plaza)
SERVICES

e Full-service Pharmacy

e Easy Prescription Transfers
* Home Health Care

* Seniors Discount on Copay
* Home Delivery

* Compression Socks

* Now offering
Pharmacogenomic testing

Call or email pharmacy for more details

e Blister Packaging
* Compounding

* Greeting Cards e Lottery

trailcapitalida@gmail.com

e Gift Cards

Family Owned
& Operated
Follow us

flo)

@trailcapitalida
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Local animal charities get support from Betty White Challenge

by Justyne Edgell

Who would have guessed that the
passing of a popular Hollywood ac-
tress would benefit the Uxbridge an-
imal community?

The Betty White Challenge saw
over $10,000 donated to various an-
imal shelters and support organiza-
tions in Uxbridge. The challenge was
set up to coincide with January 17,
which would have been actress Betty
White’s 100th birthday, but the bub-
bly star of television shows like 7he
Golden Girls passed away on Dec. 31,
just shy of the milestone birthday.
Many were inspired by the actresss
love for animals and set up the
“Betty White Challenge,” where peo-
ple were asked to donate to animal
shelters, rescues and charities in the
late actress’s honour.

One local beneficiary of the Betty

White Challenge was the Edwards
Animal Sanctuary, a foster-based cat
rescue located in Uxbridge which
specializes in stray, feral and special
needs cats and kittens. Jen Edwards
says almost $6,290 was donated to
the sanctuary, thanks
to “such a wonderful,
generous group of
supporters!

“The donations will
go towards spay and
neuter,” says Edwards.
“We have 18 cats and
kittens booked for
spay/neuter over the
next two weeks. (Do-
will

ary.

nations also)
cover medication, special food and
diagnostic tests for some of our spe-
cial needs cats that are currently
needing treatment.”

Edwards says they are also hoping

Morton, Jean

Born in Poulton-Le-Fylde,
England, she passed away
peacefully, surrounded by her
family in her home filled with
love on Sunday, January 16,

2022, at 87 years of age.

Jean shared 60 years of

Kittens ot the Edwards Animal Sanctu-

Photo from edwardsanimalsanctuary.com

to purchase neonatal incubators this
year, as last spring and summer they
took in several newborn to 10-day-
old orphaned kittens.

“It (a neonatal incubator) has been
on our wish list for some time. So
that may be a dream
we can finally fulfill
this year!” she said.

Jessica Pett, animal
control officer with
the Uxbridge Scugog
Animal Shelter, says
the shelter received
46 donations men-
tioning the Betty
White Challenge, to-
talling $1,360.

“We are very grateful, the donations

will go a long way in supporting an-
imals in our care!”

The New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog wasn’t left out.
Tara Rosen, president of NASUS,
says that “we were very blessed. We
received $1,944.”

The Uxbridge-Scugog Pet Food

Bank took on the Betty White Chal-
lenge itself. Along with accepting
$485 dollars in donations, it also
paid it forward to support other
charities. The pet food bank donated
$200 “to Miss Dixies Foundation,
one of the predominant non-profit
food providers for Ontario rescues,
sanctuaries and pet food banks.”

Betty White was reported to having
been an avid animal activist, growing
up with parents whom she called
“big animal nuts.” She is often
quoted as saying, “I just don't know
how I would have lived without ani-
mals around me. I'm fascinated by
them - both domestic pets and the
wild community. They just are the
most interesting things in the world
to me, and it's made such a differ-
ence in my lifetime.”

Jan. 17 has passed, but those inter-
ested can still participate in the Betty
White Challenge by donating at least
$5 to their animal charity of choice,
and mentioning the late entertain-
ment icon’s name.

Bryan MacKenzie James
February 14, 1990 -~ January 16, 2022

On Saturday, January 16, 2022, at approximately 2:40 am, Bryan
MacKenzie James peacefully passed away at Markham Stouffville
Hospital. He is forever loved and sadly missed by his mother, Yvonne

marriage filled with love and
happiness with her husband
Tom. She is survived by her three
children, Carol, Barry, and Gillian T
(John); her bother Bill (Hazel); their o
children, Howard, Graham, and Heather;

and her brother-in-law Dave (Sue). Proud grandmother to Patrick,
Brianna (Tom), Trevor and Matthew. Proud great-grandmother to Ryan,
Dylan and Tyler. Jean is predeceased by her husband Tom, and the people
who raised her from a very young age, her maternal grandparents and her

Aunty Mary and Uncle Joe.

Jean had many passions throughout her life, including geography, field
hockey, net ball, tennis, squash, lawn bowling, walking, bird watching,
gardening, bridge, piano, drawing and painting, and a strong desire to
see and explore many different types of landscapes and their geographical
significance. She developed a love of theatre and music at a young age in
Blackpool and continued that love in the Toronto Theatre District.

Jean became a geography teacher and was a long term volunteer with such
organizations as Community Care, IODE and the Uxbridge Trail
Association. She enjoyed spending time with her friends and neighbours
and most recently enjoying time with her companion Barrie, the Limey
Ladies and her exercise group in Uxbridge, ON. We are comforted that
Jean and Tom are together again. Her strong love of life and the love she
had for her family will be missed dearly. We love you, Jean.

A private service was held on Saturday, January 22, 2022. A celebration
of life for Jean will be held in the spring in an outdoor setting. If you are
interested in attending the celebration, please send the family an email
(Jean.M.Morton@outlook.com); the time and place will be announced
in the local newspapers.

Arrangements have been entrusted to the Low & Low Funeral Home, 23

Main Street South, Box 388, Uxbridge L9P 1M8 (905-852-3073).

%‘ Online condolences may be

offered at www.lowandlow.ca

heart.

Low Funeral Home, 23 Main Street

29,2022, at 1 p.m., by invitation
Due to the
restrictions, attendance within
the facility is limited. To attend
this service virtually, a link
will be made available on the
Low and Low website on the
day of the service. Following
the service, a small celebration
of his short life will be held.
Donations to the wonderful
Markham Stouftville Hospital
Foundation in lieu of flowers
are appreciated. For online
condolences,  please
www.lowandlow.ca

only. current

visit

de Wit, and his father, Andy James; his stepparents, Ron
Gordon and Nives Malara; his sister Laura (Dan), and
all of Bryan’s friends. Those that knew Bryan
well, will forever remember his kind, warm

Bryan’s service will be at the Low &

S., Uxbridge, on Saturday, January

notice

1o place a death

or in menoriam

Visit: thecosmos.ca
Call 905-852-1900

Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

Play safe on

Uxbridge ponds

by Justyne Edgell

What's more fun on a snow day than
skating on an outdoor rink? Well, if
you haven’t built one in your back-
yard, and in a town like this, the
community pond seems like a fabu-
lous spot. However, stepping on the
ice should be done with caution, and
certain ponds are off limits com-
pletely.

Is important to remember that
Uxbridge has a number of storm
water management ponds. The water
levels in these ponds fluctuate, mak-
ing ice conditions unreliable and un-
safe.

Councillor Willie Popp, who is pas-
sionate about winter recreation dur-
ing council meeting announcements,
says it’s important to exercise caution
at all times.

“Similar to other municipalities, we
advise against recreational use on
storm water ponds,” says Popp.
“Storm water ponds collect run-off
from surface water and from storm
sewers. The fluctuating temperatures
and presence of road salts can create
thin or unstable ice and potentially
hazardous conditions.”

Earlier this month, the Township of
Uxbridge posted information to its
website about ice conditions. “The
Township of Uxbridge will be testing
the ice conditions at Elgin Pond
throughout the winter. A flag notifi-
cation system is in place.”

Flags are posted in two colours; red,
indicating that ice is unsafe, and yel-
low, to skate with caution. If no flags
are posted, the ice conditions have yet
to be checked.

“We often provide communication
on the Township page (page 2 of the
Cosmos) to inform residents about
Elgin Pond ice monitoring. The pond
is currently flagged yellow, which
means skate with caution. Users
should always check the flag status
before using Elgin Pond and not use
the ice if it is flagged red,” says Popp.

The Canadian Red Cross has iden-
tified a few key indicators for ice
safety, including thickness and colour
of ice.

“Clear blue ice is strongest, white
opaque or snow ice is half as strong
as blue ice. Opaque ice is formed by
wet snow freezing on the ice. Grey ice
is unsafe. The grayness indicates the
presence of water,” reports the Red
Cross.

It also notes that 15 cm of ice is rec-
ommended for walking or skating on
alone, 20 cm for skating parties or
games, and 25 c¢m for snowmobiles.

‘The Township also reminds resi-
dents to keep away from water inlets
and outlets as ice thickness can be
compromised in these locations.
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

GOODWOOD
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

905 852 0057 ©

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE

and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

RON BROWN AuTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.

We fix it right the first time!

Call

905
852-1900
for detuails

170 Main Street North
905-852-5981

W. d LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
In CreSt “The Lord is with
electrical contracting Iltd K2 He is my

helper.” Psalms 118

Canadian Bible Society
The Word. For Life.

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

More Bible help at:

www. biblesociety.calthe_word_and_you

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windecrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

\[FJ TREE CARE

SINCE 1981
« ISA Certified Arborists
« Bucket & Crane Trucks
« Consulting

« Fertilizing

+ Hydro Line Clearing

« Stump Grinding

« Tree Pruning and Removals

+ Planting and Plant Health Care

905-852-5313 UTSTree(are.ca

HEAT-AND-EAT MEALS READY FOR YOUR TABLE!
N URLP PN CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

MERCHANT.

905-852-9892 3 Brock Street West
NEEDTOREACH ..,
MILLENNIALS?

New survey results show that
nine out of ten Millennials
read newspapers weekly in
print or digital formats.

?

Adults 18+ Boomers

Millennials

Results ced from a November 2020 national of y mana g ed L‘Jy
TommR h Interviews were conducte dwnh 5555 gl h dF hC adia
every province, and results were wei ght ed 1o be nationally repre vive.

News Media Canada
Meédias d’Info Canada

Online Auctions

Call
to consign
today!

WWW.g-a-s.ca

gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com
647-212-2275
Like us on Facebook

Aueizreen Apnciavon o Ot

Toll-free
888-982-8343

budgetblmds com

EVANS
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Best GIC rate: 3. 05%

Terms & conditions apply
Effective lanuary 24, 2022,

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 2
Uxbridge, Ontario
905-852-3184  www,invesismart.ca

Serving our clients &
communities since 1965

Life Insurance * GICs » Financial Planning

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas

MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES

PIANO TEACHER: Piano Teacher
available for all ages; 20 years
experience; will travel to your home;
$25/half hour. Please call Katharine at
416-986-2159. 2/3

THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details.
905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
1/21

ONTARIO
JUNIOR CITIZEN
AWARDS

40TH
ANNIVERSARY

Do you know someone between the ages of 6 - 17
who is making a difference within their community?
Nominate them for an

ONTARIO JUNIOR CITIZEN AWARD

DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 11, 2022

Nomination forms are available from this
newspaper, and at www.ocna.org/juniorcitizen.
Email jr.citizen@ocna.org for more information.

LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable
Service with Quality Results”. Snow
plowing, lawn cutting, landscaping,
spring and fall clean ups, tree/hedge
trimming. Follow on Instagram -
lawn_slide_services - contact Noah, 647-
523-6730 or email lawnslide@gmail.com
Serving Uxbridge and surrounding area.
1/27

DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking
up room?  Preston Gallery/BiA

Photography at 77 Brock St. W. (Uxbridge)

NOMINATIONS WANTED

Brought to you by

A0

specializing in restorations & scanning. Call
Sabrina, 905-550-8825. 1/13
HOME-WATCH HOUSE /PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather's
services. Call or fext 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
1/27

OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Exterior
& interior waterproofing. Landscaping,
electrical, plumbing, post re-builders,
gingerbread removal, mold, kitchen &
bath, basements, pot lights, stonework,
cement, shingles, cedar, slate, all
demolition. Masks worn. Licensed. 52
years experience. Senior discount. 905-
4735197 or 647-225:3311 (cell). 1/27

WANTED

OLD GREY FORD FERGUSON, Massy, etc.
for winter project. Has fo be complete
with 3HP. Salvage prices. 905-251-1307

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Hay with Alfalfa, rough-cut
firewood and 3-speed, high-efficiency
furnace & oil tank, all stored inside. 905-
852.7634. 1/27

SEASONED  FIREWOOD:  Small
truckload, delivered. $140. 416-460-4637.
1/27
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UXBRIDGE CLUB

OPTIMIST

Your Donations at Work!

Thank you so much for your support of the Optimist
Fantasy of Lights. Monies raised from this event go
toward our initiatives to help the youth of our town.

A list of some of the organizations who benefitted
last year are as follows:

USS Scholarships $14,500
Uxbridge Lions Club (inclusive playground)  $8,000
Hanna Wilson (reading programme) $1,000
Precious Minds $5,000
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank $7,500
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust $2,500
Go Fund Me - Easton $1,000
1st Uxbridge Scouts $10,000
Uxbridge Youth Center $10,000

TOTAL $59,500

UXBRIDGE CLUB

OPTIMIST

Uxbridge Optimist Christmas Trees

Many thanks to Pat Higgins and Mark Quibel of
Canadian Tire Uxbridge and Scugog Rentals for their
continued support for our Christmas tree sales.

If you would like to learn more about us, please go to
our website, uxbridgeoptimist.com for information




