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A BARTON POND BIRTHDAY BLAST - Danny Lasitz (front row, third from left holding hockey stick) gathered family and friends on Barton Pond on Saturday to

celebrate his fifth birthday in true Canadian style. Happy Birthday, Danny!
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Uxbridge’s giving heart ranks tops in Canada

by Justyne Edgell

If you gave to charity in 2021, you will have
contributed to Uxbridge’s top ranking among
Canadian cities that donated the most money
in 2021, according to CanadaHelps.

According to a snapshot report released last
week by CanadaHelps, a registered charity that
works to connect donors and charities,
Uxbridge ranked first in Ontario and third in
Canada, based on dollars donated ($36 per cit-
izen). It ranked first in Canada based on dollars
per donor, with a value of $1,000 per donation,
on average.

“Many charities have seen an increase in de-

mand for their services, and 42 per cent of
charities are not able to meet the current level
of demand,” said the report. “However, Cana-
dians have stepped up to help those in need. As
of Nov. 30, 2021, $304 million in donations
have been made through CanadaHelps.”

The organization also noted that, in 2021,
Canadians were making multiple donations, up
87.2 per cent from last year. Monthly giving is
also on the rise, making up just over 10 per
cent of all donations. More donors are reported
to be leveraging the extra tax benefits of secu-
rity donations. Amid those who have increased
their donation this year, 17 per cent are in the
18-34 age group, the highest increase in the

IAN MORRISON

Living, loving and
selling Uxbridge
"for all it's worth"

since 1987

past year.

The Cosmos checked with some local charita-
ble organizations and found that this trend did-
n't necessarily prove true across the board,
perhaps indicating that the dollars aren't always
staying in Uxbridge.

Mona Emond, executive director of North
House, said, “We had a larger donation
amount in 2020 than in 2021. We are showing
a 7.32 per cent decrease in online donations
through CanadaHelps. Overall, our donations
by mail (cheque) has seen an increase by 13.25
per cent in 2021 versus 2020.”

Others, like Chas Harding, executive director

"Experience Matters"
4167919212
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Marie Persaud '

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

PRIVATE 10 ACRES
South Uxbridge bungalow. Multiple walkouts, finished walkout basement,
forested property, triple car attached garage, 3 stall barn with hydro and water
and auxiliary building also with hydro and water! If you want privacy, then look
no further than here. Total of 5 bedrooms, 5 washrooms, main floor office, formal
dining room, vaulted ceilings. Offered for sale at $2,499,999. Call today to arrange
your appointment to see this property 416-970-8979.
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Winter Ice Conditions

Elgin Pond
The Township of Uxbridge will be testing the
ice conditions at Elgin Pond throughout the

The Towsip of

UXBRIDGE

winter. A flag notification system is in place:

No Flags - Testing has not begun
Red Flags - Ice is not safe — please stay off
Yellow Flags - Skate with caution

Flags are located at the North End of Elgin
Pond, beside Mill St.

Please keep away from water inlets and outlets

on the pond, as ice thickness is compromised.

Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for February, 2022

Storm water Management Facilities
Please keep off of all storm water management
facilities. Water levels fluctuate at these facilities

Thursday February 3 and as such are not safe for skating or other

TRAILS COMMITTEE, 9:00 a.m.

activities.

Interim UHS MAC notice

The Township of Uxbridge is looking for
more volunteers for the Museum Advisory
Committee (MAC). MAC advises,
comments on, recommends, and assists
Town Council with the operation and
management of the Uxbridge Historical
Centre and its services. If you care about
history, arts, culture, tourism, and
accessibility in Uxbridge Township, we
welcome you to join our next (virtual)
meeting on Wednesday, February 9, at 7
p.m., to meet the MAC and learn what it’s
all about. Email museum@uxbridge.ca to
receive a meeting link.

Monday, February 7
COMMITTEE, 10:00 a.m.
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE, 4:00 p.m.

Monday, February 14
COUNCIL, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, February 16
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
7:00 p.m.

Monday, February 21
NO MEETING - FAMILY DAY

Monday, February 28
COUNCIL, 10:00 a.m.

Township of Uxbridge COVID-19 Updates

Facility Reopening Information

Town Hall - Open to the public

- Visit website for on-line services
Fire Permits - available on-line . .
Citickln: At = ieion info@uxbridge.ca
Uxpool - Open - see schedule to register www.uxbri
Uxbridge Public Library - Open -uxbridge.ca

Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter open by appointment, call 905-985-9547

Questions? Contact Us!
t: 905-852-9181

License your pet today and discover tags that
help all pets at uxbridge.docupet.com.

WHY LICENSE YOUR PET?

% It helps local animals in need!
Proceeds of licencing directly fund shelter
operations!

o It identifies your pet.
All tags come equipped with HomeSafe™
24/7 lost pet service, which has reunited
thousands of pets with their families.

‘I:.ICENSED TO
EXPLORE!

Show your pet how much you love them by
giving them the gift of a pet tag so they can
be returned home if lost!

All dogs in Uxbridge must be licensed
annually. Not only is it a requirement of the
By-law: it's also a great way to support your
local shelter, the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal
Shelter, and the services they provide.

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.0. Box 190
Uxbridge L9P 1T1

905-852-9181

From the Tax Office

FIRST Tax Installment is due on February
24, 2022.

SECOND Tax Installment is due on April 27,
2022.

2022 Interim Property Tax Bills have been
mailed for all properties, with exception of
properties enrolled in the Monthly Pre-
Authorized Payment Plan or tax bills paid by
Mortgage companies.

The taxes due are based on the billing date. If
your account is currently in arrears, the
February Ist interest charge on “Past Due
Taxes” is not included on this bill and will need
to be paid in addition to the February
installment.

Tax Payments Options:

e In person at Town Hall during regular
business hours of Monday to Friday 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Accepted payment methods are
cash, cheque, or Interac debit. All visitors to
Town Hall must sign the COVID Contact
Tracking sheet, wear a mask, and sanitize their
hands.

¢ In an after-hours Drop Box located in the
Municipal Office front parking lot. — DO
NOT DEPOSIT CASH  Post-dated cheques
are accepted.

* By Mail - Payments must reach the Municipal
Office by the due date.

* Through Internet or Telephone Banking.

* At most Financial Institutions.

* Credit cards and e-transfers are not accepted
for tax payments.

Penalty/Interest Charges:

For non-payment of a tax levy on or before the
respective due dates of each installment, a
penalty of 1.25% shall be imposed on the first
day of each calendar month and thereafter in
which the default continues. Failure to receive
a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from
responsibility for payment of taxes nor liability
of any penalty or interest due to late payments.
The penalty/interest charges cannot be
waived or reduced by the Tax Department or
Council for any reason.

If a reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of
Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee of
$15.00 will apply. If you did not receive your
2022 Interim Tax Bill, please call the Tax
Department at 905-852-9181.

Show your love
this Valentines Day =
with a plaque
dedication on

one of our many
Uxbridge trails.

Visit www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.

Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

info@uxbridge.ca

Closures

¢ Sandford Road, from Concession 2 to
Concession 3, will be closed for bridge repairs
over the Pefferlaw Creek from January 31 to
March 8, 2022.

* Brock Road, south from Hwy 47 to Taunton
Road, will experience periodic lane restrictions
to facilitate installation of a fibre optic network.
* York/Durham Regional Road #30, from north
of Durham Regional Road 39/Queensville
Sideroad, to south of Holborn Road, East
Gwillimbury. Bridge repairs over the Mount
Albert Creek require road closure in the above
area from January 21, 2022 until completion,
expected in 2024.

Employment Opportunities

Complete details are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

Community Services Department
Camp Program Coordinator
Closes Monday, February 7, 2022

Community Services Department
Camp Supervisors (F-T and P-T)
Closes Monday, February 7, 2022

Clerk's Deptartment - Administrative
Assistant, 6-month contract
Closes Friday, February 11, 2022

Community Services Department
Age Friendly Coordinator, P-T contract
Closes Thursday, February 17, 2022

Community Services Department
Camp Counsellor, 16+
Closes Thursday, March 31, 2022

Community Services Department
Assistant Camp Counsellor, 15+
Closes Thursday, March 31, 2022

The Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the
Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). The
Township of Uxbridge will provide accommodations
throughout the recruitment and selection andfor
assessment process to applicants with disabilities
andfor needs related to the OHRC. Personal
information provided is collected under the authority
of The Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209
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Local charities grateful to
Uxbridge donors, from page 1

of Precious Minds, said the overall
donations seemed to stay consistent
throughout the year, but that they
did see an increase through local or-
ganizations and local fundraising
campaigns, like their golf tourna-
ment, which raised “significantly
more than anticipated.”

One charity speculated that reach-
ing younger donors may be a side ef-
fect of going virtual as a result of the
pandemic.

“I have noticed that we have con-
nected with a younger generation of
donors because of this online avenue
and being able to promote through
Facebook and Instagram, which
tends to have more young users,”
said Esther Veens, program coordi-
nator for Sunrise Pregnancy and
Family Support Services.

Veens also said that 2021 saw a
higher demand for services, which
Veens says have “absolutely been ex-
acerbated by the pandemic.”

Mackenzie Todd, events and devel-
opment officer for the Jennifer Ash-
leigh Children’s Charity, said they
have also seen a “significantly
greater” need for their services since

the beginning of the pandemic.
“Many parents who were laid off due
to COVID have not been able to re-
turn, either because their child is im-
mune compromised and it is not
safe, or because there is no longer a
job to return back to.”

Todd saids that, like with all chari-
ties, fundraising has become difficult
and they have had to learn to pivot
the way they reach their donor and
client families.

Veens agreed with this, saying, “We
have had to be creative in how we
support our families throughout
COVID, to meet families where they
are and to ensure no one falls
through the cracks!

“We are so thankful for the support
of this community that allows us to
offer these services, as our financial
support comes solely from local busi-
nesses, foundations, churches and in-
dividuals,” said Veens.

A full list of Uxbridge charities reg-
istered with CanadaHelps can be
found at canadahelps.org, by search-
ing “Uxbridge” on the “Find A
Charity” page. To support an
Uxbridge charity, visit their respec-
tive websites, as most have online do-
nations platforms available there, or
details on how to make an in-person
donation.

Car robberies part of ‘sophisticated auto theft ring’

by Justyne Edgell

An Uxbridge man is among those
accused and charged in what po-
lice are calling a “sophisticated
auto theft ring” in the Greater
Toronto Area.

Project High 5, an investigation
project led by Peel Regional Police,
was a six-month long investiga-
tion, beginning after police from
across the GTA began reporting an
increase in car thefts. After the ex-
ecution of nine search warrants on
Jan. 29, police stated that there
was a recovery of 217 stolen vehi-
cles valued at more than $11 mil-
lion. This led to the arrests of 24
suspects, facing a total of 321
charges. Jahid Golan, 21, of
Uxbridge, was among those ar-
rested, with a reported 18 charges.

Police say the suspects acted at
night, forcing open drivers' doors
and obtaining access to the vehi-
cle's on board diagnostic port. The
thieves would then use key pro-
gramming devices to program a

new aftermarket key fob before
loading the vehicles onto shipping
containers to sell in the United
States and multiple West African
and Middle Eastern Countries.
"These arrests and seizures are an
impressive demonstration of the
value of collaboration between the
Peel Regional Police, our policing
partners, and our community,”
said Nick Milinovich, Peel’s
deputy chief of Investigative and
Emergency Services. “It has re-
sulted in successfully dismantling
one of the most prolific organized
crime rings in the Greater Toronto
Area. The results are unparalleled.”

Also seized were a loaded hand-
gun, drugs, fraudulent documents
and more than $100,000 in cash
deemed proceeds of crime, police
said.

| Super Bowl
Sunday Pretzel

Fresh baked soft pretzels
- delivered to your door

Uxbridge area  “«

delivery g
’ b oa H
sistersbagelsandsuch@gmail.com

Welcomes
JUSTINE HENRY

ST=P FORWARD
PHYSIOTHERAPY

Physiotherapy Resident

~ Located inTechnology Square
v Evening appointments available

Book online stepforwardphysio.com or call (905) 852-1122

]

The best way to get your
waste management

information

1. Download the free Durham Region Waste App.

Getiton

P Google play

vailable on the

® App Store

2. Print your own customized collection schedule or,
sync with your iCal, Google Calendar or Outlook at

durham.cal/waste.
g a\ Q) .._@
Setl weekly  Know Before Book special Locate waste
pick-up You Throw eclloptinns management
reminders search tool facilities

If you require this information in an accessible format,
please contact 1-800-667-5671.

Space provided through partnership between industry and Ontario municipalities to support waste diversion prc




The Uxbridge Cosmos

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Our two cents

Apologies for being a NIMBY numpty

It would appear that all things trucks/truckers are in the news these days.
Nationally, they’re leading the news cycle at the moment, and taking up
valuable real estate in Ottawa (we say it like that because downtown Ot-
tawa doesn’t have a lot of road space on a normal day. Pack it with various
sizes of transport trucks and the downtown becomes impassable). Now
don’t fret, were not going to go into how we feel about the “Freedom Con-
voy 20227 or this past weekend’s events on Parliament Hill. We're worried
once we start, we may not stop. Suffice to say, it was NOT Canada’s finest
moment on display to the world.

Locally, trucks and their travel routes have been a source of consternation
for, quite literally, decades. They are, dare we say it, a necessary evil - we
need them to transport goods, to bring us what we want and need. But we
don’t want them rumbling through the middle of our downtown, kicking
up dust and drowning out our conversations.

A few weeks ago, in this space, we brought attention to a letter that was
submitted to council by a Goodwood resident, calling for action to be
taken on the trucks travelling along what has for years been a truck by-pass
which routes the trucks away from downtown Uxbridge. In the letter, the
resident was clear they didn’t want trucks on the by-pass route either.

Our response to this letter was, in hindsight, rather acerbic, and we would
like to sincerely apologize to the resident for singling out their letter. We
meant no disrespect to the individual, or to Goodwood, for that matter.
When something fires us up, we try to take a step back and let cooler heads
prevail; we obviously didn’t allow enough time to elapse between the step-
back and the writing of that editorial.

That said, we do stand by what else we said in that piece - we cannot
shove the truck problem into other people’s backyards. The township has
spent years trying to come up with solutions that will satisfy downtown,
out-of-town, truck drivers, etc., and no one thing will satisfy all of the
above. The trucks need somewhere to travel along when they’re not sitting
in downtown Ottawa, kicking up dust and drowning out conversations.

When one of
these disappears,
A'LOT disappears. 1)
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Letters to the Editor

Helping the Earth to Heal, One Yard
at a Time

There’s a new movement afoot! In
the early part of the 1900’s, Ontario
realized pioneer agricultural clear-
ances had devastated the environ-
ment. Durham Regional Forest was
established to help heal a seriously
eroded landscape. Many landowners
did their part to plant their land to
help it recover. It was trees, trees
and more trees that were needed to
rehabilitate the land. But in modern
times, we are experiencing another
kind of depletion. We have grass,
grass, everywhere and not enough
diversity.

Douglas Tallamy, a conservationist
from Delaware, is promoting a new

kind of movement, it’s conservation
that starts in your yard. Dr. Tallamy
has written a number of books, his
latest being Natures Best Hope — A
New Approach to Conservation That
Starts in Your Yard. This movement
doesn’t rely on the government to
solve the problems of biodiversity
loss alone. He calls for a grassroots
approach for lot owners to take part
in preserving and enhancing local
nature by turning some part of their
yards into conservation corridors
for wildlife habitats.

If you want to play a role in heal-
ing the earth, why not put in a na-
tive plant garden this year that
includes wildflowers, grasses, a tree
or shrub and possibly some mosses?
This February and March, North

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS

sold by Elaine deBlicquy

sold by Steve Snoddon

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce the
winners of the January monthly draw for the 2022
Trip of the Month Club

The ‘Pacific Pleasure’ trip was won by Owen Tulk
ticket # 148, sold by Greg Eickmeier

2nd place, $150, won by Duncan Shields, ticket # 132

3rd place, $100, won by Carole Gates, ticket #363

Congratulations to our January winners, and best of luck for the February
draw of the Rotary Club of Uxbridge “Trip of the Month Club.” The package
‘Tambor Treasure’ includes round trip direct, non-stop flights from Toronto
to San José, Costa Rica, and round trip ferry transfer from San José to
Tambor; 7 nights’ accommodation at the Barcelo Tambor Beach Resort,
which includes all meals, drinks, daily activities and nightly entertainment,
complimentary surfing lesson for 2, and all gratuities.

Rotary

Club of Uxbridge

A voucher for $2,500 from Getaway
Travel or cash option of $2,250 is
available instead of the trip.

Durham Nature club (north-
durhamnature.com) will be selling
wildflower seeds as a fundraiser.

Our seed collection includes plants
from former board member Brenda
Near’s garden, which won an award
with the North American Native
Plant Society (NANPS) last fall.
You can see Brenda’s garden at:
youtube.com/watch?v=pUHEQOeS6
mfo

NANPS has also been working
with the David Suzuki Foundation
to develop a workshop series for
both collecting and growing native
plants from seed. You can sign up
for a workshop at:
eventbrite.ca/e/the-diy-seed-series-
canadas-wild-seeds-growing-our-bi-
ological-goldtickets-195097861957

Buying from our club will allow
you to skip the collection phase of
the project and move right into the
growing stage. Native plants almost
always need to experience winter
before they will germinate. They
need to be “stratified” first, which
means you must fool them into
thinking winter has passed. The
workshop listed above will explain
how this works or you can read how
to prepare your seeds on our seed
packages. YouTube also has lots of
information about how you can
grow your own patch of nature in
your yard.

We hope you'll consider growing
some of Ontario’s lovely flowers this
spring!

Pat Baldwin
North Durbam Nature
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On the weekend, Uxbridge was a veritable
montage of Currier and Ives and Norman
Rockwell.

Down on Elgin Pond, a fair number of peo-
ple were enjoying the ice, either on the
hockey surface that has been cleared or the
skating track that encircles it. Some were tak-
ing it easy on lawn chairs as they enjoyed the
sunny weather. Up at the off-leash dog park, a
large contingent of dogs romped in wild
abandon, playing and running as though
there was no tomorrow.

Opver at the toboggan hill by the arena on
Tuesday, a young man set up a seven-rung
step ladder with a slide running down one
side. Balancing precariously on the top rung,
he slid down the ramp on his snowboard,
raced through the splash pad and soared over
one of the pieces of equipment in daredevil
fashion.

All around town, people were enjoying Elgin
Park, the trails and Quaker Common.

This seeming tranquility was in sharp con-
trast to the absolute craziness that seems to
have engulfed most of the rest of the world.

Many words have already been written
about the truck convoy that descended on
Ottawa and, as is usually the case, the media
took a lambasting from some quarters over
their coverage. To hear many of the truckers'
supporters, including some members of the
Conservative caucus in Parliament, the media
was biased because they reported on swastika-
emblazoned flags, Confederate flags and the
desecration of monuments such as the Terry
Fox statue and the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier. Too bad they can't sit in on a few edi-
torial meetings. I know that at the Cosmos, we
are constantly discussing ethics and whether
our reporting is fair and balanced and devoid
of bias. But it has become commonplace now
for the media to be denigrated when someone
doesn't like what we are reporting about. In-
deed, a number of reporters were harassed
and spit on while covering the truck convoy
in Ottawa.

Down south, the craziness has reached epic
proportions. In what other country could a
disgraced former president announce - (and
get away with it) - that, if he is elected again,

T
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Am | Wrong?

column by Roger Varley

A little oasis of sanity

ProForm L6 Treadmill

oave7()

Reg. $2,199.99

he may pardon anyone who took part in a
criminal insurrection in Washington over a
year ago? Millions of people watched Jan. 6,
2021, when Trump and his cronies stood in
front of the insurrectionists and urged them
to descend on the Capitol and block the elec-
tion process and yet the ringleaders all remain
free, unhindered in their continuing attack on
U.S. democracy. Not even Kafka would be-
lieve it.

In the United Kingdom, the royal family is
lurching from one scandal to the next to such
an extent that there is now serious discussion
about the future of the monarchy. Presum-
ably, such discussion would include one Boris
Johnson, who's had enough scandals of his
own, including the revelation that a series of
parties were held at 10 Downing Street while
the rest of the country suffered through a
lockdown.

And, on top of it all, the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues relatively unabated and the
messaging coming in from various points
around the world shows the craziness contin-
ues. While some jurisdictions continue with
varying degrees of restrictions, some are
throwing them out all together. So what is Joe
Average supposed to do? How can anyone be
expected to make a reasonably informed deci-
sion about their health when we get different
messages thrown at us non-stop?

Indeed, it's becoming more and more diffi-
cult to make informed and rational decisions
about anything these days as reasoned dis-
course is drowned out by the ranting and rav-
ing of people who are interested only in their
own agenda, rather than the good of society.
And, although Uxbridge is, to all intents and
purposes, a small oasis of sanity in a world
gone mad, even here we can see a fair amount
of ranting and raving on local social media
groups.

It seems to me that the world is in dire need
of intelligent discussion and debate, but, as
we have seen to often of late, even those with
unquestionable qualifications are subject to
abuse and threats from the uninformed.

As Scrooge said in A Christmas Carol: "]
think I'll retire to bedlam."

Tell me, am I wrong?

column by Ted Barris

He thought he was standing up for rights and
freedoms in Canada. And last Saturday,
Michael Cooper, the MP for St. Albert-Edmon-
ton constituency, wanted to be seen while say-
ing so. Thousands of people blocked the streets
of Ottawa with trucks and demonstrations as
part of a so-called “Freedom Convoy” to protest
vaccine mandates and other restrictions in re-
sponse to the COVID pandemic. And Cooper
chose to join the demonstrations and speak to
the media, which is what all politicians do
when they feel they’re on the right side of his-
tory.

“(People are) just here to send a message to the
prime minister,” Cooper said as the CBC TV
camera rolled.

But what the Alberta MP had not planned
was the backdrop to his statement. Fluttering in
the breeze immediately behind him was an up-
side-down Canadian flag which was also dese-
crated with a swastika. Well, reaction was swift.
The mayors of both St. Albert and Edmonton
(part of Cooper’s federal constituency) issued a
joint statement.

“We want the rest of the country to know that
MP Cooper’s presence at this rally in no way re-
flects the values of Edmontonians and St. Al-
bertans,” proclaimed mayors Amarjeet Sohi and
Cathy Heron respectively.

Whether he wanted it or not, Cooper’s stance
was indelibly associated with that swastika.
Since the incident, MP Cooper has tried to dis-
tance himself from the rally, its participants,
and the inappropriate juxtaposition of a feder-
ally elected representative decrying Justin
Trudeau, the COVID vaccine mandate for
Canadian truckers while standing in front of a
symbol of oppression and hate. To his credit,
Cooper’s office quickly released an unequivocal
statement, that “Nazism is the purest form of
evil and I have always condemned it.” But the
damage may haunt him, says political scientist
Duane Bratt, of the University of Calgary. “You
could have expected something like this when
you wade into a protest.”

Such is the danger of speaking out, demon-
strating, or politicking in association with
provocative symbols in the vicinity. And the
swastika was not the only inappropriate sym-
bolism to emerge from the weekend demo in
Ottawa. Another group of protesters, claiming
they were supporting the truckers, draped an
upside-down Maple Leaf over the statue of
Terry Fox near Parliament Hill, and hung a
“Mandate Freedom” placard on it. Still others
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Slain by symbolism

paraded along Wellington Street with Confed-
erate flags. And some “Freedom Convoy”
demonstrators chose to park their vehicles on
the grounds of the national cenotaph, some
dancing and shouting on the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.

Justin Trudeau blamed the abhorrent behav-
iour on a “fringe minority.”

Erin O’Toole called the truckers “heroes, pe-
riod!” Such allegiance makes or breaks political
careers.

Meanwhile, if we cared to check out what the
leader of the convoy, Dave Steenburg was say-
ing, we'd find his TikTok video “calling all
Canadians ... to stand up and fight for our
country,” with a text of his fomenting com-
ments scrolled over the Viking-head logo of the
Soldiers of Odin — an anti-immigrant group
that has clashed with anti-racism groups.

Logos, symbols, flags and mottos — all in-
tended to make clear statements, but most mis-
interpreted when attached to the cause of
freedom.

I remember the early 1970s, when student
movements took to the streets of most North
American cities to protest war, racism and pol-
lution of the planet. I participated in several.
Well, one Saturday in Toronto, a peaceful
demonstration up University Avenue to the
U.S. embassy suddenly attracted everybody and
every cause. I remember marching with a “Give
Peace a Chance” placard and suddenly next to
me was a guy with a Marxist-Leninist flag and
another with a placard protesting the Armenian
genocide.

As the police tried to keep a lid on things,
some demonstrators in hoodies and masks
began smashing windows and tossing ink bot-
tles at buildings. I was stunned, mortified,
angry that my intentions had been hijacked by
those with no peaceful intentions at all.

And then there’s the man who gave extremism
a licence to go centre stage, former president
Donald Trump. At a rally in Texas earlier this
week, Trump hinted, if re-elected in 2024, he'd
pardon those convicted of sedition at the Jan. 6
riots on Capitol Hill last year. Then, he pro-
claimed, “We want those great Canadian truck-
ers to know that we are with them all the way.”

Be careful what you campaign for. The uncon-
trollable influence of symbolism may undo the
best of intentions.

For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com

CANADIAN
TIRE

Uxbridge

905-852 3315
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Family Day offers chance to find hidden treasure

by Justyne Edgell

Made plans for Family Day yet? If not,
try geocaching!

Local resident and owner of Geocache
Canada, Shawn Hermans, says he is ex-
cited to offer a beginner’s geocaching

workshop to the community “as we
climb out of the lockdown and every-
one is eager and ready to stretch their
legs!”

For those new to the hobby, geo-
caching uses GPS signals to help guide
people to ‘hidden treasures’ also known

George Irvine Robson

Its with great sadness we announce the
passing on January 27, 2022, of our
beloved  father, grandfather and
great-grandfather, George, at the age of
94. George was married to Gloria
Robson for over 70 years at the time of
her passing in 2018. George is survived
by daughter Lynn, son Peter (Karen),
grandchildren Stephanie Ott (Brandon),
Michelle Ott (Chance), Ken Robson
(Natalie), and great-grandchildren Jude,
Dash, Maverick, Harper and Walker. George is
also survived by his partner, Doris Ashenhurst.
Doris and George very much enjoyed their time together and were
constant companions.

George enjoyed many years as an active member and executive of the
Uxbridge Seniors, Uxbridge Lawn Bowling and Uxbridge Curling Club.
George delivered Meals on Wheels, as well as being a Community Care
driver for over 25 years. Recently, George has missed his Legion comrades,
with whom he spent many Thursday afternoons solving most of the
world’s problems.

During World War II, George, at the age of 15, left Fergus, Ontario, to
join the Canadian Army. Army recruiters turned him down because of
his age. Recruiters did provide him with a train ticket to New York City,
where he signed on with the armed Norwegian merchant ship Margarere
Bakke. George travelled the ocean seas, having his 16th birthday in the
middle of the Indian Ocean. Upon his return to Canada, George joined
the Canadian Army and was shipped to Shilo, Manitoba, where he
obtained his “wings” as a Canadian paratrooper.

Dad was a wise gentleman who always had time for family, always
welcomed last minute guests and made people he met feel comfortable.
He had fond memories of his 41 years at Stelco Steel, retiring as
Superintendent of Stores. Dad saw humour in the fact that his education
ended at the PSG level, which sounded impressive in meetings but
actually was the abbreviation for Public School Graduate. We will miss

as Geocaches. The workshop will give
participants hands-on experience, with
all necessary equipment provided.

“We'll review important geocaching
etiquette, helpful hints, safety consid-
erations, and set the participants loose
on the course in groups with a GPS
unit,”
could hunt for hidden caches ranging
in size and difficulty level. The caches
include trading items for all partici-
pants.”

Hermans says he got involved with
geocaching in 2010, and shortly after
placing his hidden container he re-
ceived an email saying it had been
found. “T could not help myself from
returning to the area and was pleas-
antly surprised to see the footprints of
this individual in the snow as they
searched for the hidden container,”
says Hermans. “What a great activity!
It made someone get off their butt in

says Hermans. “Participants

(Smith ) Eyon
September 8, 1942 -
December 27, 2021

Jo-Ann Irene (Smith) Lyon died
surrounded by her loved ones on

December 27, 2021. The word \

that describes her best is LOVE.
She loved her family, friends, Jesus
and Elvis. Jo-Ann believed if you

show people love and kindness they will show it back. If you needed help,

a ride, food or an ear, she was there.

the middle of winter in search of this
hidden object. It couldn't be more fun,
a great way to stay active, and had to
share.”

Due to the nature of geocaching,
COVID protocols are easily main-
tained in the outdoor setting.

“Come prepared for the weather as
the event runs rain, shine, or snow,”
says Hermans. Participants are asked to
bring a backpack with a water bottle,
hand sanitizer, good hiking boots and
anything else needed while out explor-
ing in nature. A portable washroom is
available onsite.

‘The workshop will be held at Owl’s
Hollow in Uxbridge from 10:30 a.m.
to 12 p.m., Monday, Feb. 21. The cost
of attending is $24.35 and children
under 12 must be accompanied by a
paying adult. For more information,
contact info@geocachecanada.com or

call 416-402-6746.

Jo-Ann will be lovingly remembered by her husband, Ted (Ernest) Lyon,
daughter Lee-Ann D. Lyon (Liz E Decario); her son, Shannon E. Lyon;

Bruins are back
this Sunday

by Roger Varley

With the easing of provincial restric-
tions, the Uxbridge Bruins will finally
be back in action this Sunday after-
noon, when they meet their arch-rivals,
the MoJacks, in Port Perry.

They last played in December, when
they defeated the same MoJacks 4-3 in
overtime. A two-week holiday hiatus
turned into a seven-week layoff after
the Ontario government reimposed
arena shutdowns.

Bruins president Cam Stewart said
Tuesday the Bruins and other teams in
the PJHL's Junior C Orr Division will
end up playing a 32-game schedule, in-
stead of the planned 36 games. The
league season normally has 42 games.
Not all the games missed during the
lockdown will be made up.

Stewart said the shortened season is
designed to fit around the start of the
playoffs, which begin on March 7.

Following Sunday's game at the Scu-
gog arena at 2:25 p.m., the Bruins will
face the Clarington Eagles in Bow-
manville on Thursday night before re-
turning to their home arena on Friday
at 7:45 p.m. to take on the Lakefield
Chiefs.

90-487-8363

Toll-free
888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

grandson Darius M. Lyon; her brother, Lawrence Smith; cousins, nieces,
in-laws and nephews. So many people loved her and she will be missed

dearly.

Dad’s wisdom, guidance and charm.

We wish to acknowledge the care and services provided by Douglas
Crossing. We commend and thank the Uxbridge Legion for continuing
to support veterans and their families. Special thanks to Dr. Chau and
Dr. Munn, who each provided compassionate medical support.
Visitation (walk through) to be held at Low and Low Funeral Home, 23
Main Street South, Box 388, Uxbridge LIP 1M8 (905-852-3073), on
Wednesday, February 9, 2022, from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. To attend
the visitation, you must register a time in advance by calling the funeral
home weekday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Please consider donations to the Uxbridge Legion and the Cancer Society.
Online condolences can be made at www.lowandlow.ca

A Celebration of Life will be posted on February 14, 2022 (due
to COVID). Donations can be made on behalf of
Mom to Gracepoint Community at 3487 King
George Blvd., Surrey, BC. V4P1B7, or at

il Wwww.gracepoint.ca
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Do you know someone between the ages of 6 - 17 who is
making a difference within their community?

Nominate them for an

ONTARIO JUNIOR CITIZEN AWARD

DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 11, 2022

ONTARIO
JUNIOR CITIZEN
AWARDS

40™
ANNIVERSARY

NOMINATIONS WANTED

Brought to you by

hocna

Nomination forms are available from this
newspaper, and at www.ocna.org/juniorcitizen.
Email jr.citizen@ocna.org for more information.

Omtario Community
Newspapers Association
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

GOODWOOD
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Home renovations including: additions,
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages,
hardwood flooring, trim etc

905 852 0057 ©

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE

and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call

905
852-1900
for detuails

RON BROWN AuTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.

We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North
905-852-5981

Windcrest

elecirical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windecrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“The Lord is my
strength...He has become
my salvation.”
Psalms 118
@ UXBRIDGE BRANCH
More Bible help at:

Canadian Bible Society
The Word. For Life.
www.biblesociety.calthe_word_and_you

Email: lvann@theco

1o place a death
or in memoriam
notice

Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900

S10Ss.ca

KICK-OFF WITH OUR PREPARED TAKE-OUT TRAYS!
RN LR PN CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

MERCHANT.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1990

905-852-9892

3 Brock Street West

SINCE
«ISA Certified Arborists

« Bucket & Crane Trucks

- Consulting

+ Fertilizing

905-852-5313

[T TREE CARE

1981
« Hydro Line Clearing

« Stump Grinding

« Tree Pruning and Removals

« Planting and Plant Health Care

UTSTreeCare.ca

Online Auctions

Call
to consign
today!

WWW.g-a-s.ca

gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com
647-212-2275
Like us on Facebook

T

Aueiorwers Amarisrian of il

N /

Q Denture
Clinic

uxbridgedentureclinic.com

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

« Complete and Partial Dentures
«In-house Lab
» Free Consultations
« Free Parking
+ Same day Reline and Repairs
+ House calls within the Uxbridge area

2 CAMPBELL DRIVE
SUITE 307A, UXBRIDGE
905-852-5859

EVANS
EINANCIAL SERVICES

Best GIC rate: 3.12%

Terms & conditions apply
Effective January 31, 2022,

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 2
Uxbridge, Ontario
905-852-3184  www.nveslsmart.ca
Serving our clients &
communities since 1965

Life Insurance * GICs * Financial Planning

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas

MOE licensed

CLASSIFIED

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

SERVICES

INCOME TAX RETURNS FROM
$100. Drop-off or email remote
service. Inferview, quote, PDF tax draft,
review, approve, e-filed & confirmed.
Tax accountant-APA. Bruce, 905-852-
7634 cell 905-926-7632. 2/17
PIANO TEACHER: Piano Teacher
available for all ages; 20 years
experience; will travel to your home;
$25/half hour. Please call Katharine at
416-986-2159. 2/3

THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras

you'll love living in with our expert fitters
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville.
Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for
details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience! 2/24

LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable
Service with Quality Results”. Snow
plowing, lawn cutting, landscaping,
spring and fall clean ups, tree/hedge
trimming. Follow on Instagram -
lawn_slide_services - contact Noah,
647-523-6730 or email
lawnslide@gmail.com

40777 Jayc.hre And
overhi7H' |od‘jih‘js

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390 @gmail.com

Tails
on

Wagqg

Serving Uxbridge and surrounding
area. 2/24

DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking
up room?  Preston Gallery/BiA
Photography at 77 Brock St. W.
(Uxbridge) specializing in restorations &
scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-550-8825.
2/24

HOME-WATCH HOUSE /PET
SITTING SERVICES: Home Owners
have trusted Heather Stewart for 18
years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services /
Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie
Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for
more info on Heather's services. Call or
text 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
2/24

OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Exterior & interior waterproofing.
Landscaping, electrical, plumbing, post
re-builders, gingerbread removal, mold,
kitchen & bath, basements, pot lights,
stonework, cement, shingles, cedar,
slate, all demolition. Masks worn.
Licensed. 52 years experience. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-
3311 (cell). 2/24
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Gerald Lawrence Judy Esmonde
Manager/Realtor® Broker/Realtor®

225 Acre Farm Property Alongside River. " CHILD FRIENDLY COURT ~ LOT FOR SALE
4 bdrm, 4 bath Walking distance to Sturgeon Lake.

2-Storey Royal Home with 2 Kitchens.
Large Full Basement with 3pc Bathroom, G%urn}t_at kiltchen Drillet;ju\ill\:jelh gfsrgea{nlgts?tlc'fﬂseg \gli?a[ﬁgdy to
: as fireplace : :

4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, 2 Kitchens. Professionally finighed basement Time to build your (?ream home.

Tenanted House & Farm Being Rented. Call Judy today for more info! Offered for sale at $425,000.
Gerald Lawrence, Realtor® Judy Esmonde, Broker Marie Persaud, Realtor®
www.MultipleListings.ca www.JudyEsmonde.com www.MariePersaud.ca

Cell: 416-556- 0238 Cell: 416-677-8709 Cell: 416-970-8979

Gwen Layton
Realtor®

Shane Coxworth Chris Larmer
Realtor® Realtor®

)
COLDWELL BANKER A U
R.M.R. REAL ESTATE, 3 : ' ; . 3 . -
BROKERAGE . = : . 8, -
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated e ey
www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca LEMONVILLE CHARMER STEWART LINE CAVAN MONAGHAN ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS IN QUAKER
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge Lovingly-maintained Bungalow Under COﬂStI’UCtIOﬂ 2-storey custom built, VILLAGE OR ON TURNER DRIVE
905-852-4338 e Toll Free 1-866-666-2696 . . i : We have approved and qualified buyers looking in
Sitting Pretty & Picturesque 4 beds, 6 baths home on a private 100 acre lot your area. If you have been thinking of selling we may

e Coldwell Banker . Finished walkout basement with a separate shop -
ULTIMATE SERVICE on Half-acre Ravine Lot already have a buyer for your home. Give us a call and
below the 3 car garage. $3,200,000 see how we can get your property sold.

www.ColdwellBanker.ca
n"\ COLDWELL BANKER Gwen Layton, Realtor® Chris Larmer, Realtor® Shane Goxworth, Realtor®
%) R EROKeRAGE T www.GwenLayton.ca www.powerofbluex2.ca www.powerofbluex2.ca
www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com Cell: 647-991-3276 Cell: 416-500-6377 Cell: 905-903-7965

The Global Luxury Difference

A workout that works for YOL

ADVERTISING!
91%

Choose LOCAL
information as
their main reason

NEW LISTING | $978,000 for reacing

Beautifully maintained 3 bedroom/ 3 bath, home located on a quiet
street close to schools, Maodified layout includes a sun-filled, extended
kitchen with granite counters, upgraded cabinets & walkout to fully
fenced yard. This home is complete with fresh paint, California shutters,
crown moulding & a finished basement. Nothing to do but move in.

At-home
’n -CIUb workout

workout

Minute Fitness
Fun, Fast & Safe

Read for
advertising

55%
CHESTNUT PARK
Clasaiod ads
GHRISTIES Employment &
. Real Estate
Angela Wood Maureen Gilleece - -
Salesperson Saleperson
pe P iy E

'l! 30 Minutes for a Stronger YOu! Locally Owned and Operated
?h'r. 30 vears ofRealResuitsforvour 97 Brock St. W, Uxbridge
905-852-2878

This is not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract with a broker @CHESTNUT PARK is a registered trademark of o x E
PRP CP Holdings Inc. used urster licanze by Chastnut Rerk Rsal Estate Linited. Brokerage N_ Sants et curvesuxbridge@gmail.com
Source: Mews Madia Canada started L‘!‘dﬂé«,‘" wcurvesstrong Q@@ Curves.om

Moving forward with the Wood Team
Woodteam.ca | homes@woodteam.ca | O: 905.852.0002
Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited. Brokerage | chestnutpark.com




