
A QUICK GAME OF PICK-UP - People of all ages came out to have fun at the official opening of the new Jumpstart Multi-Sport Court on Saturday afternoon. Canadian
Tire owner Pat Higgins, who spearheaded the building of the complex, hosted a free BBQ for all who attended. The complex is located on Capstick Lane. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge council received a report from treas-
urer Donna Condon on Monday outlining the
latest calculations on the cost of the Brock
Street culvert project, which Condon said was
estimated at $25.5 million as of August 2020.
The actual cost of the project to date is $24.2
million.

When the project was first announced a
decade ago, the council serving at that time es-
timated the cost at $10 million. In 2018, that
was revised to $17.6 million and in September
2019 the estimate had climbed to $23.7 mil-
lion.

Condon pointed out that the original $10
million estimate was in 2012 dollars and did
not include costs for such things as building
demolition, temporary parking, paving the

parking lot and several other items. She said all
the estimates were based on information and
circumstances that existed at the time. How-
ever, all the estimates do not include a wide
range of expenses.

But a news release put out by the township
later on Monday indicated the estimated $25.5
million is likely to go higher and the true cost
might not be known for several years. That is
because, although the construction has
wrapped up, there are outstanding legal issues
associated with the project.

The release said disputes arose between the
general contractor, Brennan Paving & Con-
struction Inc. (a subsidiary of the Miller
Group), AECOM Canada Limited, which was
the engineer and project administrator, and the
Township of Uxbridge. Brennan has sued the
township and AECOM for a combined claim

for $8 million dollars. Most of this amount is
a placeholder for the potential claims of third
parties against Brennan. Public Works director
Ben Kester explained that means $8 million is
what Brennan is claiming but the specific total
has not yet been determined.
The news release went on to say the township

will be asserting a claim in a similar amount
against Brennan. Kester said the township has
not yet filed a statement of defence and counter
claim, but that the details will be made public
when it is done.
As well, there are other outstanding issues, in-

clude allegations of damage to buildings adja-
cent to the construction. The township claims
that any such damage is the responsibility of
AECOM or Brennan Paving & Construction 

...continued on page 3

Culvert project costs starting to trickle in
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Bids & Tenders 
All current bid opportunities are posted to  

uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders

• U22-19 Fields of Uxbridge Gravel Parking 
Lot Upgrades - Closes May 26, 2022 at 2:00 
p.m. 
• U22-21 Tree Removal – Closes June 14, 2022 
at 2:00 p.m. 
 
All bids must be received by the Township by 
the deadline stated, either electronically via the 
Township’s website or in-person at the 
Township O�ce located at 51 Toronto St. 
South. Public tender openings are posted at 
uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for May, 2022   

Monday, May 23 
NO MEETING – VICTORIA DAY  

Monday, May 30 
CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND 

TRANSITION, 6:30 p.m.  
Proclamations for the Month 

May is Community Living month 
May 20 - Bike to Work Day 

May 28 – World Menstrual Health  
Awareness Day 

May 29 – June 5 – Durham Pride Week 

Closures 
• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) will be 
closed from Wagg Road to Aurora Road 
between May 16 and July 19 for replacement of 
culverts across the road. 
 
• Reach St. from Lake Ridge Road (Reg. Rd. 
30) to 39m east of Medd Road in the Township 
of Scugog will have lane restrictions between 
May 16 and August 19 to facilitate road 
rehabilitation, roadway widening to provide 
bike lanes, culvert and guiderail replacement. 
 
• Victoria Street will be closed each Sunday 
(7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.) from Brock St. W. to 
King St. W., from May to October due to the 
Farmer’s Market. 
 
• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) from north 
of Durham Reg. Rd. 39/Queensville Sideroad 
to south of Holborn Rd., East Gwillimbury. 
Bridge repairs require road closure to 2024. 

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required 

for this position is available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers/ 

 
Community Services - Tourism Department 

– Assistant Tourism Development 
Coordinator, Summer 

Closes Friday, June 10, 2022

Township of Uxbridge Municipal 
Office, Library and Uxpool 

Closed for Victoria Day 
Monday, May 23rd

Notice of the Extension of an Interim Control By-Law 
 
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge passed 
By-law No. 2022–063 to amend By-law No. 2021-059 which was passed on the 10th day 
of May, 2021, pursuant to Section 38 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, to 
extend the period of time during which Interim Control will be in e�ect on all the lands in 
the Township of Uxbridge with respect to New Drug Addiction Treatment and Harm 
Reduction Facilities including Methadone Dispensaries for a total period of two years. 
 
AND TAKE NOTICE that the Interim Control By-law applies to all of the lands within the 
geographic limits of the Township of Uxbridge. For this reason, no Key Map is provided. 
 
AND TAKE NOTICE that Council of the Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge has 
authority pursuant to Section 38 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, to extend 
the period during which the Interim Control By-law will be in e�ect to a total period not 
exceeding two years. 
 
AND TAKE NOTICE that any individual, corporation or public body may appeal to the 
Ontario Land Tribunal in respect of the By-law by �ling with the Clerk of �e Corporation 
of the Township of Uxbridge, not later than 4:30 p.m. on the 17th day of July, 2022, a 
notice of appeal. �e notice of appeal must set out the objection to the By-law and the reasons 
in support of the objection together with the Ontario Land Tribunal fee of $1,100.00.  
Cheques must be made payable to the MINISTER OF FINANCE. 
 
PLEASE NOTE that only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a Zoning 
By-law to the Ontario Land Tribunal.  A notice of appeal may not be �led by an 
unincorporated association or group.  However, a notice of appeal may be �led in the name 
of an individual who is a member of the association or the group on its behalf.  
An explanation of the purpose and e�ect of the By-law is given below and a complete copy 
of the Interim Control By-law is attached. 
 
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE THIS 18th DAY OF MAY, 2022. 
 
Debbie Leroux, Clerk                  Township File: N/A 
Township of Uxbridge                  Interim Control – New Drug Addiction Treatment and  
Box 190, 51 Toronto St. S.           Harm Reduction Facilities including Methadone 
Uxbridge, Ontario                       Dispensaries 
L9P 1T1                                       
905-852-9181 ext. 228                 
dleroux@uxbridge.ca                   
 
PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF THE BY-LAW 
• �e Interim Control By-law (No. 2021-059) was passed to allow Township sta� and 
consultants to undertake a study in respect of land use policies for new drug addiction 
treatment and harm reduction facilities including methadone dispensaries and clinics, needle 
exchange sites, overdose prevention sites, and drug addiction treatment and drug 
rehabilitation residential facilities for all the lands in the Township of Uxbridge. �e study 
will provide a basis for the development of a policy and regulatory framework, anticipated 
to include amendments to the Township’s O�cial Plan and Zoning By-law. 
 
• �e Interim Control By-law provides that notwithstanding the permitted uses and 
regulations of the Township Zoning By-law, no person shall use any land, building or 
structure or expand any use on the land, or use or erect any building or structure, including 
any addition to an existing building for the purpose of new drug addiction treatment and 
harm reduction facilities including methadone dispensaries and clinics, needle exchange sites, 
overdose prevention sites, and drug addiction treatment and drug rehabilitation residential 
facilities (including those located as an accessory or ancillary use within a pharmacy, other 
retail store or other similar commercial or institutional use). 
 
• �e Interim Control By-law was to remain in e�ect until May 10, 2022 unless otherwise 
extended in accordance with Section 38 of the Planning Act or repealed by Council at an 
earlier date.  
 
• Council has now extended the Interim Control By-law to provide for the Interim Control 
to be in e�ect for a total period of time being two years from May 10, 2021 in accordance 
with Section 38 of the Planning Act. 



Investigators have confirmed the
identity of the human remains that
were located in Uxbridge last week.
According to Durham Regional Po-

lice, the victim’s name is Ariel Ka-
plan, 32, of Toronto. Kaplan had
been reported missing to the Toronto
Police Service in August 2021. 
On May 10, members of North Di-

vision were called to the area of
Conc. 6 and Allbright Road after
human remains were located. A
home owner in the Uxbridge area lo-
cated a hockey bag floating in a pond
and contacted police. e hockey bag
contained the body of the deceased.
ese remains were sent to the On-
tario Forensic Pathology Services
who confirmed Kaplan’s identity. 

An extensive ground and water
search was conducted by members of
the DRPS Public Safety Unit as well
as the York Regional Police dive
team. e investigation is ongoing.

e DRPS Major Crime - Homi-
cide Unit is working jointly with the
Toronto Police Service and are ap-
pealing for any witnesses to come
forward.

Investigators are looking to speak
with anyone who spoke with or saw
Kaplan prior to his disappearance in

August 2021. A tip line has been set
up for anyone to call with informa-
tion and the investigative team will
follow up with callers. Anyone with
information is asked to call 1-888-
579-1520 ext. 5444.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Body discovered on Conc. 6
belonged to Toronto manby Roger Varley

Only three of the invited candidates
showed up last Wednesday for the
all-candidates forum hosted at the
community hall at the arena by the
Uxbridge Cosmos.

On hand to address the approxi-
mately 50 people who attended the
forum in person were incumbent
Peter Bethlenfalvy, PC; Ibrahim
Daniyal, Lib.; and Khalid Ahmed,
NDP. e Green Party candidate
sent regrets because of a scheduling
conflict, while the New Blue Party
candidate, who RSVP’d that she
would attend, didn't show.
Lisa Robinson of the Ontario Party

arrived but refused to enter the venue
because the Cosmos, which had
rented the facility, required everyone,
including candidates, to wear masks.
Free masks were provided to anyone
who needed one. Instead, Robinson
set up her own table and sound sys-
tem outside the hall and held her
own meeting with a small group of
protesters who refused to enter be-
cause of the mask requirement.
Inside, the main topics addressed by

the three candidates on hand were
health care and the rising cost of liv-
ing. In his opening remarks, Ahmed
said the NDP will make housing af-
fordable, lower Hydro costs and en-
sure decent wages. He said the
COVID-19 pandemic's effect on res-
idents of long-term care (LTC) facil-
ities "is unacceptable" and said the
NDP would take the profit out of
LTC.

For his part, Bethlenfalvy pointed
to the Ford government's recent an-
nouncement of funding for a new
hospital and LTC in Uxbridge. He
said now is the time to focus on jobs
and good wages. He said many jobs
will be created by the government's
plans to build new highways and
subways and added that the govern-
ment will reduce provincial tax on

gasoline by 5.7 cents a litre on July 1
for six months.                    

Daniyal offered that "this is the
most important election of our life-
time," noting that COVID-19 has
changed Ontarians' lives, health,
economy and dreams. He said the
Ford government has not acted re-
sponsibly during the pandemic and
further claimed the government's use
of ministerial zoning orders (MZOs)
is damaging the environment and
threatening species.
Pointing to soaring prices for food,

gasoline and housing, the Cosmos
asked the candidates what their par-
ties are going to do to help the aver-
age Ontarian cope. Ahmed said an
NDP government would work with
the Ontario energy board to regulate
gas prices. He said the current gov-
ernment scrapped an increase in the
minimum wage. He also claimed the
NDP would build 1.5 million hous-
ing units, with 260,000 of them
being social assistance housing. He
said both he and his wife work and
they cannot afford to buy a house.
"It's scary," he said.
Bethlenfalvy blamed the previous

Liberal government for high Hydro
prices and said that same govern-
ment had increased the cost of li-
cence plate sticker renewals.
Reiterating the promise to cut gas
tax by 5.7 cents a litre, he also said
the minimum wage will increase to
$15.50 from $15 on Oct. 1 and tax
rebates will be offered to anyone
earning up to $50,000.

Daniyal said a Liberal government
would increase the minimum wage
to $16, would also increase seniors'
pensions by up to $1,000 and intro-
duce "buck-a-ride" transit fares. He
said every penny matters to those liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck.
In response to an audience question

about LTCs, Bethlenfalvy said the
Ford government has built more new
LTC beds and is recruiting 27,000

personal care workers and nurses and
offering more support for home care.
Daniyal said a Liberal government
would take the profit out of LTC
homes, saying LTCs should be pub-
licly owned and publicly funded.
Ahmed said new standards for LTCs
must be established, along with the
hiring of specialists to avoid future
COVID-19 outbreaks.

"I can't imagine my mother going
into long-term care," he said.

In closing statements, Daniyal said
the Ford government had failed to
support small businesses during the
pandemic, is endangering the envi-
ronment and, although it promised
to remove the tolls on Highways 412
and 418 in 2018, waited until the
election was here to do so. Ahmed
said the people of Ontario have been
neglected for far too long. He said
the NDP's platform is "not aiming
for the moon and stars. ese are
things that are possible." Bethlen-
falvy said his party wants to rebuild
Ontario's economy by building in-
frastructure such as highways and
transit.

"We're going to continue to build
this province like it wasn't done for
15 years," he said.

e full forum can be watched on
YouTube at https://youtu.be/BBi-
aeBfBzbE

Culvert mired in legals, from page 1

and persons working for them. On top
of that, all businesses in the construc-
tion area were notified prior to con-
struction about how to make a claim
for lost business during construction
and the township will process all claims
once submitted. Depending on the re-
sults of those claims, the cost of the
project could be increased.

Chief Administrative Officer Kristi
Honey said the township is "frustrated
with both Brennan Paving and
AECOM," noting both firms had been
hired based on their professional expe-
rience and commitment to deliver the
culvert project within a specific
budget.

"Cost overruns should have been
avoided through project management

basics," Honey said. "We expected
them to deliver on budget and to have
an engineering and construction plan
that accomplished the job for the con-
tracted price. They clearly didn’t meet
our expectations."   

Honey pointed out that, because
some matters are already before the
court, there are some details about the
project and resulting litigations that
cannot be discussed publicly.
The culvert project, which Kester told

council was known to be needed as far
back as 1983, was undertaken to miti-
gate the flood risk in the downtown
area and to reduce the size of the flood
plain to allow for development down-
town. He said the old culvert was in
poor repair and its collapse could have
caused significant damage, claims and
lawsuits.

Protesters try to mar candidates' forum



by Justyne Edgell

A Ukrainian family of five is, for the
moment, calling the Uxbridge
CAO’s house home. 

After reading about a woman
matching hosts with Ukrainian
refugees in Ottawa, Township of
Uxbridge CAO Kristi Honey and her
husband, Tom, felt compelled to sign
up as hosts. 

“We received a call Saturday
evening about a family of five in
need,” said Honey. “It’s been a long
time since we’ve had little ones living
in our home, and we knew there are
likely not a lot of homes who could
take in a large family. We had the
space, and we welcomed them to our
home late last Tuesday evening.”

e Bortnyk family, including par-
ents Bogdan and his wife Inna, and
their three children, Nika (5), Luka
(3), and Daniel (5 mos.), lived in a
flat in Kiev, until the Russian inva-
sion forced them to flee their home.

ey made their way to Spain,
through Poland, with only what they
could carry, where they learned about
the Canada-Ukraine Authorization
for Emergency Travel - Canada.ca
visa.

“Bogdan was permitted to leave as
he had three children under the age
of five,” says Honey. “If he wasn’t
granted exit, the family planned to
return to Inna’s parents’ home to help
support the refugee efforts while
Bogdan took up arms.” 

After only a few days in town, the
Bortnyk family is already beginning
to settle in. is weekend they visited
the grand opening of the Jumpstart
Multi-Sport Court, and say they love
all the green spaces. 
“It has been a very difficult time for

all Ukrainians, '' says Inna. “e sup-
port and generosity of the Canadian
people is amazing. We never imag-
ined having to leave Ukraine, and
when we did, we didn’t know what
we would be coming to. With three

small children, we were very worried.
We didn’t know what to expect. e
entire community has been so wel-
coming and kind, and we are grateful
for all the outpouring of support
from everyone.”

Several community members
stepped in almost immediately to
help Bogdan find a local job. An
hour after Honey posted a job search
on Facebook, Bogdan had received
an interview. 

“We realized he needed clothing,”
said Honey. “I messaged (councillor)
Willie Popp, who provided a suit,
and (councillor) Bruce Garrod, who
provided dress shoes and socks.
Mayor Dave Barton met us at Town
Hall to do a mock interview, while
(communications officer) Colleen
Baskin and I edited his resumé.”
Others donated clothing and sup-
plies to the family. And good news -
Bogdan got the job! 

Honey says there is a wave of
Ukrainian refugees arriving in
Durham Region in the coming
weeks. 

“For those that are able, consider
hosting a family. You can register at
UkrainetoCanada.org or the Ukrain-
ian Canadian Congress Durham
chapter at: Home - e Ukrainian
Canadian Congress (UCC) official
website.”

e UCC is also accepting dona-
tions of gently used clothing, toys,
and household items, all of which
will be in great need for the incom-
ing families. 

“Consider donating to our local
food bank, as these will be essential
for families settling in our commu-
nity too,” says Honey.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos has a long enjoyed the tradition of being the only en-
terprise in the township that hosts open forums for all candidates, all levels
of government, when it comes election time. We added another forum to
this long list last Wednesday evening, several weeks in advance of the
provincial election to be held on June 2. We sent out “save the dates” back
in April, and formally invited all the candidates that we knew about at the
very beginning of May. When we invited these candidates, we told them all
about what was to be expected, including the format, the timeline, what
would be available to them, that it would available to view online, and that
we expected everyone in attendance -  candidates, press, attendees, etc. - to
wear a mask (which was perfectly within our rights to do, we checked).
One candidate, who had RSVP’d ‘yes’ to attending, did ask whether she
had a choice about the mask wearing edict. After sending back to her, and
all the other attending candidates, the information that various levels of
government had released regarding mask-wearing in enclosed spaces, I in-
formed her that the Cosmos maintained its position on mask-wearing, and
that her choice was whether to attend the forum or not. She chose not. 
We point this out because people who chose to listen to said candidate

just outside the arena doors apparently heard that she was “denied the right
to join the political debate” and that she was “excluded”. She was offered
every opportunity to take part in the forum; she chose to exclude herself.
Let’s be perfectly clear, here. This was our gig. We paid to rent the com-

munity centre, and as the renter, got to call the shots. As the publisher told
those assembled at the forum, if we’d wanted anyone attending to wear yel-
low t-shirts and purple pants, and that those who wouldn’t need not bother
stopping by, that’s how it would have been. Trouble is, those who have
politicized the wearing of masks used it as a tool to lure those who were al-
ready on the same page into the parking lot. Purple pants never would have
garnered the same attention, however, but would have been a lot more fun.  
We’re glad that we provided an opportunity for “the outside candidate” to

speak, as she likley wouldn’t have had that kind of platform if we hadn’t
held our event. Too bad she was already preaching to the converted.
We weren’t being “undemocratic”. In fact, that one candidate helped us be

even more democratic than usual. Democracy, you see, is about choice, and
we offered a choice - pop on a mask, c’mon in, listen and learn from the
three candidates who attended (another candidate who had RSVP’d ‘yes’
didn’t even bother to show up). Or, stay home and watch the event live on
Facebook/YouTube. Attendees were offered a third choice - don’t wear a
mask, stay outside and listen to just one person’s point of view. Oh, the op-
tions!   
The Cosmos quite readily admits that it could have done more to relay to

its readership that masks would be required at this event, and has already
stated this on social media. Speaking of socials - all that vitriol on Facebook
- rather entertaining, frankly. We love that the people of Uxbridge are ready
to stand up and fight for what they believe, but wow! Pick a hill worth
dying on, folks! As forum moderator Ted Barris put it, there we were, in-
side and gathered to partake in democracy while the people outside were
complaining about masks, and people in Ukraine were having bombs
dropped on them. Perspective is everything.

Our two cents
Wasn’t that a party?

Township CAO welcomes Ukrainian family to Uxbridge
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"Few people can be happy unless they hate some
other person, nation or creed." Bertrand Russell.

This is not the column I originally wrote for
this space, but my editor thought it was a little
too harsh on some people. So I offer this in-
stead, although it does indirectly touch on the
subject matter I originally addressed.
That subject matter is hatred. Almost every-

where one looks these days, someone hates
someone else. It used to be that we hated cer-
tain hockey teams or people that cut us off in
traffic, but such hatreds were not necessarily
deep-seated and didn't consume us.

How times have changed! And I lay the
blame squarely at the feet of social media plat-
forms. Before these came along, anyone with
vitriol to spew first had to find someone to lis-
ten to them, let alone agree with what they
had to say. Either that or write a letter to the
editor and hope the editor would publish it.
However, with social media, anyone with two
thumbs can merrily post their hatred online,
unedited, unchecked and be almost sure that
somewhere out there is someone who will
agree with their screed. 

About 40 years ago, I attended a writing sem-
inar, and something the instructor said at that
time has remained with me ever since. He said
that, as writers, it is possible we will never
know it, but something we write could signifi-
cantly affect or change someone else's life. So
it is with social media posts. A diatribe aimed
at someone or some organization could just
possibly trigger someone else into taking it as a
go-ahead to do something regrettable.
Take the latest mass shooting in Buffalo as an

example. It appears the young man responsible
had been looking at hateful conspiracy theory
rhetoric online and been drawn in by it. As a
result, he went out and killed 10 people simply
because they were of a different colour. In the
not-too-distant past, conspiracy theorists used
social media to spread the lie that Democrats
were running a pedophilia ring out of a Wash-
ington pizza parlour. Normal-thinking people
would laugh at such nonsense, but one indi-
vidual actually believed it and showed up at
said pizza parlour with a rifle. Imagine what
could have happened.
Another danger is that posting hateful dia-

tribes encourages others to join in and before
long it seems (but isn't necessarily true) that
there are a whole lot of people who think the
same way. And one of those people might just
turn out to be unstable enough to take the
rhetoric to the next level.

Unfortunately, Uxbridge is not immune to
such hatred, although I admit it hasn't reached
the levels we see elsewhere. A number of times,
on local social media platforms, I have seen
hurtful comments levelled at someone because
they have a different point of view and others
gleefully jump on board and feed off each
other.
The hatred I see around me these days is stag-

gering. Politicians used to bicker and fight but,
for the most part, respected each other. Now,
Conservatives consider Liberals as their arch
enemies and vice versa and people even base
their friendships on another's political lean-
ings. The hatred aimed at the LGBTQ com-
munity has always been there, sometimes with
fatal results, as experienced a few years ago by
one Uxbridge family. And the question is:
Why?
Why can it possibly matter to anyone else if I

have a relationship with a one-legged Episco-
palian kangaroo, to quote The Goodbye Girl?
Why can it possibly matter to anyone where I
was born or what kind of clothes I wear? As
long as I am not agitating for everyone to find
an Episcopalian kangaroo or wear the same
clothes that I do, who am I hurting?
But apparently such things do matter to

some people. Women wearing the hijab are
constantly harassed, BIPOC people face dis-
crimination and abuse on an almost daily
basis, and people who wear masks because of
COVID-19 are regularly harangued. And who
does these things? The haters.

Are their lives so devoid of purpose and ful-
fillment that they can only find it by attacking
others who are "different?" Are they so intel-
lectually stunted that they cannot see the flaws
in their thinking? 

It seems to me that social media platforms
need to do a better job of moderating the
comments. You know: if you can't say some-
thing nice . . .
Tell me, am I wrong?

At about 6 o’clock, last Wednesday night, my
Cosmos editorial cohabitant, Roger Varley, and I
arrived at the arena and began setting up chairs.
It was the night of the election debate that the
newspaper had organized. And, as usual, it was
an all-hands-on-deck effort. By about 6:30,
Roger and I had pulled about 50 or 60 seats out
onto the floor. We paused a moment, each scan-
ning the arrangement as if to say:

“Do you think that’s enough? How many peo-
ple do you think will show up?”

During most federal, provincial and municipal
elections over the past 20 years or so, our all-
candidates forums here in town, have indeed re-
flected the title. All the candidates (and
sometimes more than we expected) have arrived
and joined the discussions. What’s more, so have
the audiences to watch and/or pose questions.
As moderator, I’ve always found myself eyeing
the clock worrying whether I can squeeze all the
questions and the candidates’ responses into the
allotted couple of hours. But last Wednesday an
oversized audience was not the problem. Num-
bers were down, partly because the Cosmos had
made the event available on-line. 
The more perplexing dilemma originated on

the candidates’ side of the room. Did you know
that our Pickering-Uxbridge provincial riding
has nine candidates running? According to Elec-
tions Ontario, the PCs, the Liberals, the New
Democrats and Greens have officially nomi-
nated candidates. But so too have the Ontario
Moderate Party, the Ontario Party, and the New
Blue Party. There are also two independent can-
didates running. Nine aspirants in all. But the
Cosmos’s all-candidates forum – advertised im-
mediately after the May 3 dissolution of parlia-
ment – attracted only three candidates. Bad
promotion? I doubt it. Apathy? Perhaps.
Virtuality. I think that’s the problem. And yes,

the COVID-19 pandemic that has paralyzed
everything else over the past two and a half years
is partly to blame. We’ve looked to Zoom as a
panacea. But this panacea has become a crutch,
an illusion, and – in political terms – an attrac-
tive form of evasion, or more seriously an alter-
nate reality for proper political exchange. 
Take Monday night’s Ontario Leaders’ Debate

on television. It was billed as the last debate of
the campaign. With the exception of the north-
ern debate (held May 10 in North Bay) wasn’t it
the only debate? A convenience, I’d say, for a
premier who has a penchant for putting his foot
in his mouth, avoiding reporters’ questions, and
never looking the least bit comfortable meeting

the average Ontario citizen unless it’s part of an
orchestrated photo opportunity. No. Virtuality
has come along at just the right time for politi-
cians who don’t want to or feel they don’t need
to meet the electorate. Zoom – and elements of
social media – have created a peek-a-boo elec-
tion campaign.
I remember when TV debates were invented

back in the 1960s. Even the nominees for presi-
dent of the most powerful western democracy
on the planet – John Kennedy and Richard
Nixon – were expected to participate in four na-
tionally televised debates, each with a focused
theme, each closely moderated, and each requir-
ing statement, head-to-head rebuttal, and re-
sponse to journalists’ tough questioning. Four
times in the month leading up the federal elec-
tion in November 1960. Sixty minutes each
time. And we saw both men sweat under pres-
sure each time.
I give full marks to Conservative Peter Bethlen-

falvy, New Democrat Ahmed Khalid and Liberal
Ibrahim Daniyal for appearing at the all-candi-
dates forum at the arena last week. (In fact, can-
didate Daniyal raced from a nearly coincidental
meeting with his party leader in Pickering so
that he could join the forum in progress and still
answer the public’s questions). They responded
to the call to appear. They presented their par-
ties’ policies. They offered personal anecdotes to
amplify their points of view. They answered
questions from reporters and the public. But
where were the others? The Green Party candi-
date offered regrets. The Ontario Party rep chose
not to enter the hall, fabricating an affront to
the organizer’s (publisher Lisha Van Nieuwen-
hove’s) choice to require masks inside for safety
of the vulnerable. The New Blue Party said it
would be there, but didn’t show.
Again, I have the greatest respect for the three
candidates and the voting public who partici-
pated in the Cosmos forum on May 11. But I am
angry that we’ve allowed elections to be run by
the convenience of artificial discourse. We’ve en-
couraged a technological youngster – virtual re-
ality – to run roughshod over the hands-on
traditions of democracy in action – knocking on
doors, writing and delivering speeches in public
– actually physically engaging the electorate. I
fear that politicians and voters have gladly wel-
comed a virtual Trojan horse inside the hard-
fought-for freedoms of a functioning
Parliamentary democracy.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Peek-a-boo election campaign

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

I hate to say this, but...



In preparation for the upcoming
June 2, 2022, provincial election, the
Uxbridge Cosmos has asked the can-
didates who have supplied their

names that they are running in the
Pickering-Uxbridge riding to answer
the following questions: 
1.  Which of your party’s policies are

most important to you?
2. Which of your party’s policies do
you not agree with, if any? 
3. What do you bring to the table for
the riding of Pickering-Uxbridge?

Responses are being published in
the order in which they are received,
and the first two have been edited for
length. Full responses can be readily
viewed at thecosmos.ca/meet-the-
candidates

Khalid Ahmed, candidate for Pick-
ering-Uxbridge for the New Demo-
cratic Party (NDP)

1. e Ontario NDP's policies aren't
separate pieces of a platform but are
part of a bold vision for the province
of Ontario. To pick just one isn't fea-
sible, because they are tied together
to help Ontario recover from two
years of a global pandemic, and a
decade and a half of mismanagement
and faulty leadership first by the Lib-
erals and then by the Conservatives. 

It's obvious that health care is top
of mind for many Ontarians, as is af-

fo rdab i l i t y.
Here in Pick-
e r i n g -
Uxbridge, it's
impossible to
forget the
grave injustice
that occurred
at Orchard

Villa long-term care home. e On-
tario NDP will take the profit out of
long-term care, and renew the em-
phasis on the core component of that
phrase - care. Creating conditions
where seniors can age at home, with
better support from personal support
workers (PSWs) will help relieve
some of the pressure on our care fa-
cilities. 

e first thing we'll do after form-
ing government is repeal Bill 124,
which punished our front-line health
care workers with wage caps and re-
duced nurses' ability to bargain for
their positions.  

Affordability is another issue I’m
hearing a lot about. e pandemic
has put a strain on the province's fi-
nances, but Doug Ford and Peter
Bethlenfalvy's policies have done lit-
tle to relieve the pressure people in
Pickering-Uxbridge are feeling. 

An NDP government would act
immediately to address affordability.

e Ontario NDP will cap taxes for
low- and middle-income earners.
We'll invest in dental care and vision
care to reduce people's health care ex-
penses. We'll gradually increase the
minimum wage to $20 to help move
Ontario closer to having a living
wage while providing small busi-
nesses with grants to make that tran-
sition less burdensome. 
Finally, the NDP has a plan for On-

tario to lead in the highly competi-
tive international green market with
our Green New Democratic Deal.
We hope the plan will launch one of
the world's largest green building
retrofit programs, creating at least
100,000 jobs alone. All told, about
one million jobs could be created
over the life of the plan.
2. It's not about what I do or don't
agree with, it's about the fact that
things have been broken by years of
Conservative and Liberal govern-
ments, and about how I, Andrea, and
the NDP will fix it. 
e Ontario NDP has tremendous

momentum in Pickering-Uxbridge.
We know that the three major parties
are all fighting for the seat. We also
believe that the NDP has the best
chance of unseating the Ford Con-
servatives. 
3. e most important thing I bring
to the table for the riding of Picker-
ing-Uxbridge is a deep connection to
the community and a belief that with

the right sup-
port the people
of this riding
can do any-
thing.

I was raised in
the riding, went
to high school
here, started my
family here and
have begun a re-
warding career
here. I've started
two very differ-
ent but comple-
mentary careers
here. My educa-
tional back-
ground is as a
social worker. I
worked for the
John Howard
Society manag-
ing a program
that helped men
have non-vio-
lent relation-
ships.
Now I work for
a major finan-
cial institution, 

...continued on
page 9 
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Khalid Ahmed, New Democratic Party 



e Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of Ontario (LMMSO) is holding au-
ditions later this month for a new musical based on Rainbow Valley, a novel
Lucy Maud Montgomery wrote while living in Leaskdale. e play will be
produced at the Historic Leaskdale Church in mid-September.

e show will be directed by Conrad Boyce, who has staged a number of
LMM-related plays for the Society in the past. e show has a lead cast of
four adults and five children, plus a small ensemble. e children, aged 9-
12, have demanding roles as both actors and singers.
Auditions will be held at the Leaskdale Church Friday, May 27, at 6:30 p.m.,
and Sunday, May 29, at 1:30 p.m., no pre-arranged appointment necessary.
Auditioners need only attend one of the sessions. 

In addition to reading from the script, auditioners will be asked to sing a
Broadway-style song of their choice (please bring sheet music for the accom-
panist).
Any questions should be directed to Mr. Boyce by email at conradboyce50@
gmail.com    
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Audition call for new LMM musical

The Bonner Boys Cruise-
in is Back!

Dust off those cars and
come to Elgin Park!  

May 19 Opening night - Chris singing
May 26 Mopar night

All vehicles welcome. Vehicle on the calendar is
the feature car of the week. If you want to know if
the show is cancelled, call Donna at 416-525-9198

or Jason at 416-543-3428
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by Roger Varley

Council's planning committee held a
public hearing Monday night on the
first Cemetery Road development ap-
plication received since township
planning consultant Elizabeth How-
son gave her extensive report on the
neighbourhood a few weeks ago.

e applicant, Coral Creek Homes,
wants the property at 150 Cemetery
Road rezoned from Residential to Res-
idential Multiple Density to allow for
construction of 25 townhouses and
two semi-detached homes on just
under one hectare of land. e prop-
erty in question has about three
hectares of bush behind it that the ap-
plicant said would not be touched.

During the meeting, councillors
raised a number of concerns, includ-
ing the size of the lots, parking avail-
ability and snow removal. Mayor
Dave Barton noted that the plan for
the development "feels really tight."
e applicant's representative said the
lots are similar in size to others in the
region and each townhouse would
have room for two vehicles. 

But concerns were also raised about
the fate of mature trees that currently
front the lot. Howson's earlier report
spoke about "the sylvan nature" of the
neighbourhood and the importance of
retaining the look of the area. e rep-
resentative acknowledged the trees
would have to come down but said
they would be replaced.

Howson told the meeting that this
was just the first step in a long process,
saying a review of the application "will
take as long as it needs," adding that
the conservation authority, the fire de-
partment, the township and the re-
gion all have to review the application
before anything happens.

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

With the popularity of shows like
“Cheer” on Netflix, competitive cheer-
leading is becoming a much-talked about
sport. Uxbridge will have a chance to wit-
ness the athletic prowess of its own cheer-
leading club at next week’s
“Cheerapalooza”! 

e Air Force Mavericks are all-star
cheerleaders ranging in ages four to 18,
and want to show the community how it’s
really done. On Saturday, May 28, be-
tween 1 and 5 p.m., they’re taking over
the demolition derby ring in Elgin Park,
setting up a special sprung floor, pumping
up the music, and inviting the town to
watch both competitive and recreation
cheerleading at its finest.

“Most people think about pompoms
when they think about cheer and not the
athleticism,” says Patrick Mislan, opera-
tions director and a head coach for the

Mavericks. “We’re going to show people
what we do while we’re right at the height
of season. Cheerapalooza will bring the
community together, and  hopefully open
up this sport to young people who may
never have thought of it as being possible
for them, right here in the park.”

Lending to the festival atmosphere will
be bouncy castles, face painting, a BBQ,
balloons, some character mascots - “It will
have a real carnival feel,” says Mislan.

One highlight will be demonstrations
and performances by some of the coun-
try’s best cheerleaders. Veterans from
Team Canada, including some world
champions, are, according to Mislan, “the
best of the best coming to strut their
stuff!”

Because cheer is essentially a contact
sport, given the physical contact between
teammates during stunting (more simply
defined as building pyramids), the Mav-
ericks were prevented from practicing

during the most severe lockdowns of the
pandemic. “We couldn’t start stunting
until late summer 2021, so we were a cou-
ple of months behind our normal seasonal
trajectory,” explains Mislan. But the 200+
athletes who make up the Mavericks came
back strong, placing amongst the top
teams during the recent national champi-
onships, held in Niagara Falls.
Parking for Cheerapalooza will be on the

grass by the south entrance to Elgin Park,
and will be manned by the 1st Uxbridge
Scouts. Donations for parking will go di-
rectly to the Scouts. Entrance to Cheera-
palooza itself is free, and all donations
collected inside will go towards expenses
that the athletes incur during the compe-
tition year, like bus and travel costs. 
For more information on Cheerapalooza

and the Air Force Mavericks, visit air-
forcemavericks.ca  e Mavericks practice
at “e Hangar”, located at 40 Anderson
Blvd., just west of Goodwood.

Cemetery Rd. up for
more development

Step aside, Navarro College - Cheerapalooza shows how it’s done

TOO MUCH 
HOUSE? 

 
Downsizing can seem like a 

large task. Let me help. 
 

Complimentary 
Cleaning & Staging 

 
Packing & Decluttering 
Assistance 

 
Painters & Trades on call 
for repairs 

 
I specialize in helping my clients  

prepare their home for market and 
help find the perfect home for 

 the next phase of life. 

Call or text to see how I can help. LEAH SPROTT 
Sales Representative 

(647) 994-1272 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. 

9 Main Street S., Uxbridge



Meet the candidates, from
page 6

helping people access financial prod-
ucts that make their lives better.

ese are two different approaches
to similar outcomes – making peo-
ple's lives better. I believe govern-
ment can do that too. When people
tell me on the doorstep that they are
struggling, I understand, and I want
to help find solutions to the prob-
lems that face the constituents of
Pickering-Uxbridge. Our lives have
gotten harder and harder under
Doug Ford and Peter Bethlenfalvy.
Nobody can make things better
overnight, but we can start to fix
what the Conservatives and Liberals
have broken over the past 15 years.
Isn't it time that we had an MPP
who would put his or her con-
stituents first? 

Lisa Robinson, candidate for Pick-
ering-Uxbridge for the Ontario
Party 

1.  Being a representative of the peo-
ple as your MPP, my job is to find
out what is most important to you
the people. e Ontario Party has six
pillars that we trust will bring a bet-
ter future to you, your families, and
all Ontarians.  ey include: Family,
Faith, Truth, Transparency, Fiscal Re-
sponsibility, and Freedom. An On-
tario Party government is committed
to creating an unprecedented level of
openness in government. We recog-
nize the family as the fundamental
institution of a healthy functional so-
ciety, and it is the best place for the
formation of healthy, responsible cit-
izens. We believe that regardless of
religious background, good gover-
nance necessitates an acknowledg-
ment of universal truths that apply
to all people. We believe in the free-
dom of conscience, freedom of
speech, freedom of education, free-
dom of association and assembly,
and freedom of worship and religion.
We believe in limited government
and the indispensable role that au-
tonomous institutions play in main-
taining those limits by balancing the

power and size of the state. We firmly
agree in the presumption of inno-
cence, the right to justice, and a fair
trial without undue delay regardless
of economic circumstances. We be-
lieve in honouring parental rights as
the primary educators of their chil-
dren and respecting the values they
choose to live and raise their children
by. We will protect the vulnerable,
and we will protect all people from
the implementation of digital ID,
and the social credit system. We will
provide a system where we are mov-
ing people to stand on their own two
feet. Homelessness is an increasing
problem. An Ontario government
will have supports in place to deal
with mental illness, and make sure
those on government assistance are
treated fairly. 
You can read through our full plat-

form at Ontariopartypick-
eringuxbridge.ca All of the Ontario
Party’s policies are important to me.
Some of these may appeal to you
more than others, depending on you
and your needs.
2. I 100 per cent agree with every
policy on the Ontario Party’s plat-
form. We are guided by a solemn de-
sire to ensure the common good of
the people, both present and future.
I was involved with the federal PC
party and quickly learned that repre-
sentatives’ allegiance is first to the
party leader, not to the people. Most
of what you say as a candidate is
scripted and vetted. If you research
our current PC member of provin-
cial parliament, you can see his vot-
ing habits. You will see that whatever
Doug Ford wanted to pass, he was
able to pass, with no opposition or
conversations around what the peo-
ple wanted. It’s time to elect repre-
sentatives who will fight for the
people, and not representatives that
will only appease their leader, in fear
of losing their job. We are here to
serve you, to help you, to stand up
for you. We are not elected to dictate
and rule over you. 
3. As your elected official of Picker-
ing-Uxbridge, I bring you strength,
courage, truth, transparency, and
unity. I will not be bullied, or co-
erced, and will always stand up for
the rights of ALL people.  

Last week at the Cosmos debate,
many were unable to go inside and
participate, due to a “mandate” that
(Cosmos publisher) Lisha herself
placed upon the people. Not the
arena. is was not for the safety of
the people, but for her own personal
reasons as Lisha has surgery sched-
uled in June and stated she did not
want to get Covid. is is not
democracy. No matter your views or
beliefs on this topic, arrangements
could have and should have been
made that would allow ALL people
to attend the political debate and be
united. ese divisive politics need

to end. 
If you want an MPP who will rep-

resent you and ALL people of Pick-
ering-Uxbridge, then you will vote
for me, Lisa Robinson.  

Peter Bethlenfalvy, candidate for
Pickering-Uxbridge for the Progres-
sive Conservative Party of Ontario 

1. I am committed to supporting the
hard-working people of Pickering-
Uxbridge. If re-elected, I am com-
mitted to building a hospital here in
Uxbridge, building highways and
transit – including expanding the
401 in Durham and expanding GO
train service to Bowmanville. 
In addition, if re-elected, I am com-

mitted to keeping costs down for
your family, rebuilding Ontario’s
economy, working for our province’s
workers, building highways, and en-
suring Ontario has a robust health-
care system by building hospitals and
keeping the province open.
Our PC Party has a plan to Build

Ontario, and we will get it done. 

2.  I agree with all of the PC party’s
policies. 
3.  Since my election by the people
of Pickering-Uxbridge in 2018, I
have been committed to supporting
the hard-working people in his rid-
ing and across Ontario, both as an
MPP, and as a member of Premier
Ford’s Cabinet, first as President of
the Treasury Board, and now as the
province’s minister of finance.
It is my experience in the financial

world that drove me to run for pub-
lic office in order to get Ontario’s fi-
nances back on track, create jobs and
continue to build Ontario. I strongly
believe that economic prosperity can
be attained through growth, not
painful tax hikes or cuts to services
and I believe in a better future for
everyone in Ontario.

Last week, the Cosmos published the
answers from Elizabeth Tallis (New
Blue Party of Ontario); Julia Rondi-
none (Green Party of Ontario); and
Ibrahim Daniyal (Ontario Liberal
Party). ese can be found at thecos-
mos.ca 
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We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting
together to build our
network of business
connections, helping

each other be
successful.

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

Across
1  Bulges out
5  Vacuum tube (abbreviation)
8  Closing section of a musical 

composition
12  Infantry group
13  Monetary unit of Romania
14  Kind of surgeon
15  Big name in small construction
16  State of shaking
18  Colossal
20  ___ for impact
23  Final words
27  Easy-going
28  Missile
31  Blue shade
32  Machine gun
33  Plantain lily
35  Jutting rock
36  Go through volumes
38  Light type
39  Bit of business attire
40  Conviction
42  ____ and wants
44  Knight in shining armor
47  Children's skin disease
50  Some cappuccino drinks
54  Get rid of
55  Tea
56  1986 Miles Davis album
57  Show disgust
58  Duty
59  Great deal

Down
1  Coin of Afghanistan
2  "We're number ___!"
3  Animal to put coins in?
4  Zeno, notably
5  Shut (up)
6  Nerve network
7  Sought advice from (2 words)
8  Get into (2 words)
9  Crystal ball
10  Lentil sauce
11  Porter
17  Medium ability?
19  Dovetail
20  Brief announcement
21  Old warship reduced in height
22  Kind of skeleton
24  Starbucks order
25  Roundish
26  Vortexes
29  Battle
30  Put to ___
34  _____ Nicole Smith
37  Compendium
41  Fast no more
43  Singer Piaf
45  Muslim general
46  Put-on
47  Start of a wonderful life?
48  Swab
49  Pounds per square inch (abbr.)
51  Billiard striker
52  Seventh Greek letter
53  Copy, abbr.

Lisa Robinson, Ontario Party

Peter Bethlenfalvy, Progressive Conservative
Party
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SERVICES
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED RESTORA-
TION? Boxes of slides taking up room? Preston
Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 Brock St. W.
(Uxbridge) specializing in restorations & scanning.
Call Sabrina, 905-550-8825.   5/26
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We spe-
cialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too small or
big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’ experience,
2 year written warranty, free estimates. For all
your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  8/11
CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINER with 20 yrs.
exp. seeking new clients. Train in my Goodwood
studio or in your home. Also offering online Gentle
Fitness, HIIT and ELDOA classes. For more details
contact Lauren at 647-294-5155 or torontoperson-
altrainer@gmail.com   5/26
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family Portraits
Headshots, Product or Wedding Photogra-
phy. Web Design. Located in Uxbridge. Text
Stephen at 905-424-9520. Email info@wright-
webphoto.com or visit wrightwebphoto.com  Your
Best Shot!   7/21
PSW FOR HIRE Excellent references from clients.
Trained in Alzheimer’s, Dementia and palliative
care. Flexible times available. Contact Robert, 647-
225-8245.    6/2
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll love
living in with our expert fitters at The Girls Bra Shop
in Stouffville. Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com
for details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!     
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service with
Quality Results”. Snow plowing, lawn cutting,
landscaping, spring and fall clean ups, tree/hedge
trimming. Follow on Instagram -
lawn_slide_services - contact Noah, 647-523-6730
or email lawnslide@gmail.com  Serving Uxbridge
and surrounding area.   5/26
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather

Stewart for 18 years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services / Dog Walking
/ Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services. Call
or text 905-852-8525, email  hstewart@home-
watch.ca and follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  5/26
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Exterior &
interior waterproofing. Landscaping, electrical,
plumbing, post re-builders, gingerbread removal,
mold, kitchen & bath, basements, pot lights,
stonework, cement, all shingles, all demolition,
seamless eavestrough. Arborist. Masks worn.
Licensed. 52 years experience. Senior discount.
905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).   5/26
HELP WANTED
HAIRDRESSING ASSISTANT (some experience)
needed - also Hairstylist. Apprenticeships available
(hours). Call Artistic 905-852-7391.   5/19
PART-TIME DELIVERY DRIVER Perfect for a
snowbird, or semi retired person. Usually work a
6-7 hour day. Busy season runs May 1 to Oct. 1.
Not required to work every day. Start and finish in
Uxbridge.  Must have a clean driving record. Please
contact Maurizio at 905-852-0905 to discuss.
5/19
WAREHOUSE FULL-TIME Order fulfilment.
Pack orders, general labour, generate shipping
documents, etc. Have a health plan. Location in
Uxbridge. More then competitive pay. Full-time po-
sition starting immediately. Please contact Maur-
izio at 8905-852-0905 to discuss.   5/19
WAREHOUSE  SEASONAL/SUMMER STU-
DENT Order fulfilment. Pack orders, general
labour, generate shipping documents, etc. Location
in Uxbridge. More then competitive pay. Position
starting immediately. Please contact Maurizio at
8905-852-0905 to discuss.   5/19
WANTED
AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING Employed
single senior looking for affordable 2 bedroom
rental long term. Call or text 416-579-4079   5/26

FOR SALE
ORGANIC BLACK HORSE MULCH Prepare your
gardens, shrubs and trees for winter with organic
black horse mulch.  It has been broken down to
make the perfect blend of mulch and compost. Call
905-852-9457   6/2
ASSORTED: Hay bales, alfalfa; 15’ gate; high en-
ergy efficient furnace; R.V.-Pioneer; canoe 16’, pad-
dles, lifejackets; books; antiques; firewood - maple.
FOR RENT - pasture, predator gates/wiring, shel-
ters. 905-852-7634.   5/26
YARD SALES
BARN CONTENTS SALE: Sat., May 21, starting
at 8 a.m. Lakeridge Rd. & Conc. 2. Furnishings,
children’s bikes, toys, hiking packs, iron fence
poles, hockey cards, chinaware and garden items.
Lots of variety.
DOWNSIZING SALE. Sat., May 28 (rain date is
May 29). 78 Bell Street, Uxbridge. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Housewares, paintings, ladies’ bike, helmet,
clothing, furniture, etc.
EVENTS
MARGARITA MAMAS IS BACK IN BUSINESS!
Fabulous sterling silver and real stone jewellery
from Mexico. Spring Show & Sale.  Music, food and
refreshments.  Sunday, June 5, 1-4 pm.  538 All-
bright Road, Uxbridge.  Bring a friend!   6/2
USS MUSIC DEPT. SPRING FINALE Wed., May
25 & Thurs., May 26, 7 p.m. Gen. admin, adults
$5, students/seniors $3. USS Cafeteria
‘YOUNG LIFE FUNDRAISING GALA’ Pie &
silent auction, raffle, food & entertainment featur-
ing Madison Holder. Uxbridge Seniors Centre. May
28, 7-9 p.m. Tickets $10. Visit younglife.ca/events
for tickets and more information.   5/26
PLANT SALE Sat., May 28, Claremont Public
School, 8 - 11 a.m. More details at claremontgar-
denclub.ca/home/plant-sale/
DURHAM CHAMBER ORCHESTRA - A
QUEEN'S JUBILEE CONCERT. Sun., May 29, Port
Perry Town Hall, 1 and 3 p.m.  Tickets $25. For
more, visit durhamchamberorchestra.com

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

Lord, we are your servants.
So make us brave enough
to speak your message.  

Acts 4:29

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Online Auction 

Buys for Guys! 

May 19-26 
7 p.m. soft close 

Call to consign to Gillanders today
GROW FOR US - The Urchins (also known as, from left, Sam Smilovic, Kyffen Gaudet, and Susie Murray, get to know little Audrey II, being dubiously held by Sey-

mour Krelborn (played by Jay da Costa) during a scene from OnStage Uxbridge’s upcoming production of Little Shop of Horrors. The popular musical is a little different

from the film many are familiar with; not everything has a “happy” ending! Little Shop opens tonight and runs until April 7. See page 8 for details. Photo by John Cavers

Ward boundariesunder review

by Lisha Van NieuwenhoveA group of transport truck drivers is interested

in purchasing the old Uxbridge Fire Hall on

Bascom Street so they can turn it into a high-

end overnight truck stop.Peter Bilt, a representative of the group of 14

drivers, has announced that he and his fellow

drivers are interested in buying the hall so that

they can transform it into a place where they

can stop for a rest, perhaps stay overnight, and

cook a decent meal for themselves and fellow

truckers.
“We spend a lot of time on the road,” explains

Bilt, “and we get a little tired of sleeping in the

back of our trucks and eating fast food all the

time. We’d really love a space that feels a little

more like home, with a decent bed in it, and a

kitchen where we can make our own food. We

think this old Wre hall Wts the bill perfectly.”

Bilt says that the Wre hall can easily be reno-

vated to accomodate at least ten drivers at any

time, more if drivers travel with their spouse.

He also says that the kitchen in the hall is a per-

fect size for functionality, but needs a little up-

dating.
“Yere’s a few of us who really like Wner dining

- we’re not all greasy spoon fans,” says Bilt. “We

really like that there is an organic grocery shop

or two right here in town that we can walk to

to get what we need. Ye cooking store up the

street has some Wne vittles too, condiments and

such, that we like to use, not just ketchup.”

Fellow trucker Ken Worth is also part of the

group looking to take on the Wre hall. He

would like to see small, Wnely appointed rooms

created in the large hall that sits above where

the Wre trucks used to park.

“I see probably six or eight nice-sized bed-

rooms up there, someplace we can lay our

heads down and really be cozy, rather than

sleep in a parking lot in the back of our trucks.

I’m talkin’ to the other guys to think about put-

ting a small gym up there too - we spend a lot

of time on our butts, it’d be foolish not to work

out every now and again.”Yey also plan on having laundry facilities

available, as well as a small oXce space with a

couple of computers and Internet access.
Ye group’s “members” come from various

places throughout the province. Some only

drive locally, others do inter-provincial runs

that often keep them away from home for days

at a time. Yose who have come up with this

idea are currently planning on splitting the cost 
...continued on page 4

by Roger Varley
For the first time since Uxbridge and Scott

Townships amalgamated in 1974 into what

is now the Township of Uxbridge, the

boundaries of the five wards are under review.

At a public meeting last Wednesday, Dr.

Robert Williams unveiled some of the

options he deems possible for redrawing the

boundary lines. He said his review of the five

ward boundaries had to take into account

several guiding principles, including

representation by population, communities

of interest, natural boundary lines, effective

representation and composition of council.

The three possible options he put forward

all call for three urban wards and two rural

wards, in contrast to the current three rural

and two urban wards. He said that although

that would lessen rural representation on

council, that community currently is over-

represented."Under the current system, two (urban)

councillors speak for 60 per cent of the

population and three speak for 40 per cent,"

he said. "Is this fair? Addressing this

imbalance is a good starting point."
He admitted, however, that it would be

difficult to arrive at three urban wards with

equal populations, adding: "You'll never get

a perfect system."Using 2016 census figures, Dr. Williams

said Ward 1 has a population of 3,483, Ward

2 has 2,769 and Ward 3 has 2,879. In the

urban area, Ward 4 has a population of 6,295

and Ward 5 has 5,750. He said the optimal

ward population would be 4,235. But in all

three possible options, at least one of the

three urban wards proposed would have too

large a population.Dr. Williams said each of the three options

he proposed are "preliminary" options and

added that Uxbridge can choose to keep the

wards as they are at present, if council so

chooses.
In coming up with his three options, 

...continued on page 2

Gravel truck drivers propose old fire hall as new overnight stop
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6-556-0238 Marie PersaudSales RepresentativeColdwell Banker R.M.R.Real Estate Brokerage Direct: 416-970-8979Office: 905-852-4338www.mariepersaud.ca

Awesome views, 3000+ sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 4 washrooms, 

multiple walkouts to private deck overlooking countryside, 

2 kitchens, formal dining room, full basement. 

See MLS E3732756. Offered for sale at $959,900.

Less than 10 minutes to Uxbridge.

www.comflex.ca
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Please let us know. 
Call us at 905-852-1900 or

Call Canada Post
1-866-607-6301

Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat./Sun., 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

or go online to canadapost.ca
and fill in a Personal service ticket

Not getting your Cosmos?



Eric Carle understood butterflies. His book, e Very
Hungry Caterpillar, featured a “tiny and very hungry
caterpillar” that ate a wide variety of different foods
before spinning a chrysalis, emerging a couple of
weeks later as a lovely multi-coloured butterfly. If
only all caterpillar stories were as fun! 
Several weeks ago, you read about last summer’s very

hungry scourge, the LDD (Lymantria dispar dispar)
moth. It’s been renamed to remove a racial slur, and
is now called the Spongy Moth, after the appearance
of the light brown egg masses laid on trees, outdoor
furniture, poles, and other hard surfaces. 

e caterpillars hatch out of these fuzzy patches in
the spring, at about the same time that tree leaves
grow. e tiny black caterpillars (2 mm long) may be
carried by the wind up to one kilometer. ey are
most active during May and June, eating oak, sugar
maple, birch, spruce, and aspen leaves. One caterpil-
lar may eat up to one square meter of leaf matter.
eir appetite increases as they grow and eventually
the caterpillars are 5 to 6 cm long. ey’re dark and
hairy with five pairs of blue and red dots on their
backs. 
In late June and July, the caterpillars transform into

dark brown pupae. After one to two weeks the adult
moths emerge and live for about two weeks. Males
are brown with dark markings. e flightless females
are white with dark markings. Adults do not feed;
their only goal is to reproduce. Females stick the eggs
together in a fuzzy, spongy mass that may contain
100 to 1,000 eggs. e egg masses remain through
the winter. 
Outbreaks of Spongy Moths are part of the natural

cycle, and many die from viruses and fungus attacks.
But what can homeowners do when there’s an out-
break? ere are a few strategies that will reduce the
number of these very hungry caterpillars from de-
stroying neighbourhood trees. 

In spring, scrape the egg masses off trees and other
solid surfaces into a container. Dump the contents
into a large bucket of water with some liquid dish de-
tergent added. Leave them for at least two days to be
sure all the eggs are dead, then strain out the solids.
Dispose of the material in a plastic bag in the
garbage. Be sure to wear gloves to avoid a rash from
the fuzzy coating. Don’t scrape them onto the ground
- they’ll still hatch. 

Once they hatch,
the caterpillars will
move down to the
ground during the
day to avoid preda-
tors and sun. e fine
hairs on the caterpil-
lars’ bodies are a skin
irritant and may
cause a nasty rash.
Wear gloves to squish
them, or pick them
off the trees and drop
them into a bucket of
soapy water. Leave
them for at least two
days to drown, then
strain out the corpses.
Apparently, they make
a satisfying crackle
and pop when tossed
onto a bonfire, but if
that’s not an option
they should be placed
into a plastic bag and
added to your regular
garbage. 

In addition, traps

may be constructed with sheets of burlap. Cut a piece
to go completely around the trunk of the tree at chest
height. Use twine to tie it around the middle of the
sheet, then fold the upper half down over top of the
lower half. It makes a sleeve around the tree. e
caterpillars will climb over it on their way down, but
when returning up the tree many will become
trapped in the folded burlap. Lift the flap of fabric to
reveal the trapped caterpillars. Wearing gloves, pick
them off the underlying sheet of burlap and drop
them into that very useful bucket of soapy water.
Check it daily. You may also be able to collect female
moths this way! 
Residents with woodlots won’t be able to pick indi-

viduals off trees, due to the overwhelming numbers
that may be involved. ere are sprays that may be
applied over larger areas. Contact a local conservation
authority to see if there is a program that you and
your neighbours may use to try to minimize the dam-
age to your woodlots. 
Healthy deciduous trees (oak, maple, birch, poplar)

can survive up to three years of defoliation by Spongy
Moths. ey will regrow tougher less nutritious
leaves to make it harder for the moths to survive.
Trees that are stressed may not survive, however.
Sadly, evergreen trees like spruce and white pine may
not survive for more than one year. Your best defense
is to keep your trees healthy.

Natural controls can help to lessen numbers. Pro-
longed cold winter temperatures below -26C and
poor snow cover will kill off egg masses. Cool, wet
spring weather is perfect for the fungus Entomophaga
maimaiga to thrive in the soil, infecting and killing
many moths. 

e best defence is a good offence. Get ready now,
with gloves, scrapers, buckets, detergent, burlap, and
twine. Check trees and patio furniture for egg masses.
Lay burlap traps once the leaves are out. And keep a
bucket of soapy water next to your gardening gloves.
With some effort now, you may be able to keep those
very hungry caterpillars off your trees. 

For photos of the various procedures the Nature
Nut has outlined here, visit thecosmos.ca

Nancy Melcher is e Nature Nut. Send details of
your sightings or questions about the natural world to:

general@melcher.cx
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905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

3 Brock Street West

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR YOUR 
LONG WEEKEND EATING!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Huntley Brown 
1932 ~ 2022 
 
It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of John Huntley 
Brown, celebrated artist and illustrator, 
beloved husband and cherished father 
and grandfather. 
 
Huntley passed away peacefully on 
May 4; 8 days short of his 90th 
birthday. Huntley is survived by his 
wife of 65 years, Maureen Russell 
Brown; their four children: Rus, Sherry, 
Laura, and Kathleen; and his eight 
grandchildren: Huntley, Trish, 
Harrison, Kendra, Patrick, Hayley, Lily, 
and Archie.  
 

Born and raised in Lethbridge, Alberta, Huntley had a true gift and love for art that he 
honed over his lifetime.  Nurtured by his father, Dr. �omas Erwin Brown, who painted as 
a hobby, Huntley knew he wanted to be an artist from the ripe age of 8, when he and two 
of his pals created comic books. He attended St. Patrick’s in Ottawa as a boarder, and then 
went on to the Ontario College of Art, now known as OCAD. Huntley met Maureen at 
OCAD, where they began what was to be an incredibly long and loving relationship that 
saw them through all the ups and downs of parenthood and a freelance artist’s career.   
 
After graduating from the Ontario College of Art in 1955 with a Governor General’s Award, 
Huntley began his career as an illustrator, drawing appliances for Simpson Sears and then 
joining Templeton’s studio, eventually launching a freelance career in the mid 60’s. In 1983, 
Huntley opened his own gallery �lled with watercolours largely focusing on subject matter 
from day tripping over mid-Ontario. Huntley also shared his love of art through teaching 
Life Drawing and Illustration at OCAD for several decades, in�uencing and guiding 
hundreds of talented people, including many of today’s most successful creative Canadian 
artists.  
 
Huntley’s body of work is wide ranging and re�ective of many historical events, including 
the cover of MacLean’s magazine documenting the �nancial �asco of the 1976 Summer 
Olympics, and the moon landing as portrayed in the Toronto Star. In addition to the 
editorial work, his most sought-after commercial work was a poster for O’Keefe Breweries 
promoting the 1974 Canada Russia Hockey Summit featuring portraits of each of the 
players. 
 
One of his family’s favourite series was �e Pleasures of, published in Starweek magazine, 
where he illustrated the joys of everything from gardening to driving to running; illustrations 
and editorial that would be relevant even today. Huntley also lent his illustrative prowess to 
other di�erent forms and formats, including Canadian postage stamps, the Regina 
Centennial Coin, and dozens of books with many famed Canadian authors such as Pierre 
Berton, Scott Young and Farley Mowat.  
 
His many accomplishments and accolades included his election in 1978 to the Royal 
Canadian Academy of Artists by his peers in the art community, one of the few illustrators 
to be so honoured, and a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Canadian Association of 
Photographers & Illustrators in Communication (CAPIC) in 1997.  
 
In Huntley’s retirement years he taught himself to paint in oil, continued his work in 
watercolours and happily painted his favourite subjects - family and friends. He and 
Maureen have resided in the Uxbridge area for the past two decades, where they enjoyed 
the pleasure of seeing their children and grandchildren numerous times a week. His close 
family was always the heart of his world and Huntley’s passing leaves all his family with a 
hole in their hearts.  
 

“What we once enjoyed and deeply loved we can never lose, for  
all that we love deeply becomes a part of us.” 

~ Helen Keller 
 
A private Mass for immediate family was held on May 7, 2022. Should you wish to 
recognize Huntley’s passing, please donate to  OCAD University where �e Huntley Brown 
Memorial Bursary has been established to assist students in �nancial 
need.https://www1.ocadu.ca/fundraising/#/ways-to-give/commemorative-giving

The Nature Nut
column by Nancy Melcher

Spongy Moth - what can I do?
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Great Garden 
Centre Deals!

Reg. $22.99

33-0384 each each

12” Boston Fern 
Hanging Basket

$1495
*Present coupon to cashier. Limit of 4 per customer.  
Valid until 5pm Monday, May 23/22. While quantities last.

Reg. $2.99

33-3900

9cm  
Perennials

$250
*Present coupon to cashier. Limit of 20 per customer.  
Valid until 5pm Monday, May 23/22. While quantities last.

Reg. $3.99

33-3700

4” 
Geraniums

WE CARRY MULCHES, SOILS, 
STONE, SAND & SOD! 

 
Our Garden Centre is  

OPEN Victoria Day 
Monday, May 23, 8:30 am-5 pm.

$295
*Present coupon to cashier. Limit of 20 per customer.  
Valid until 5pm Monday, May 23/22. While quantities last.

each

Store 905-852-3315 
Canadiantire.ca 

Canadian Tire 
Uxbridge


