
I’M THE PERSON FOR THE JOB - Around 200 people gathered at the Uxbridge Community Centre & Arena on Monday night to take part in the Cosmos-hosted All
Candidates Forum. Candidates are vying for various town and regional council positions in the upcoming October 24 election. For more, see page 7. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

An early morning fire destroyed a building on
lower Brock Street last Wednesday, Sept. 21,
displacing several residents, two stores, and
closing the street for three days.
The fire, which started just before 2 a.m., oc-

curred in the building housing Sugar FX and
Sushi Park. Uxbridge firefighters, who were
joined at the scene by a pumper truck from
Scugog and an aerial truck from Stouffville,
said the fire was “well involved” by the time
they arrived. Their main concern quickly be-
came the saving of adjoining buildings. No one
was injured, and firefighters managed to rescue
two cats from a neighbouring building which
had filled with smoke.
The Ontario Fire Marshall’s Office arrived on
scene at noon Wednesday to begin their inspec-
tion and investigation. The fire marshal said
their primary role was to ensure the building

was safe for them to enter to start their investi-
gation into the cause of the fire. The top floor
of the building was demolished later in the day
on Wednesday for safety reasons, and to allow
the Fire Marshall's Office to conduct said in-
vestigation.
Township official Kyle Rainbow said Tuesday
that the decision on whether or not the build-
ing is completely demolished lies with the
building owner - 2787843 Ontario Inc. - and
the insurance company. He said there is no
deadline set for any decision on demolition,
but added that chief building officer Mike
Klose can issue an order down the road if the
matter is not resolved in a timely manner.
Numerous residents of apartments on the top
floor were displaced as a result of the fire and
businesses on the lower floor were completely
destroyed. Residents and businesses in adjoin-
ing buildings were allowed to re-enter their
buildings shortly after the fire marshal's inspec-

tion. At the Mani Tea restaurant a couple of
doors away, the owners said they had some
smoke issues in the kitchen but the main
restaurant area was unaffected.

Cheryl Hinzel, owner of Sugar FX and Red
Hot Designs said both of her businesses were
totally destroyed. Hinzel said it is too early to
say what she will do about restarting her busi-
nesses elsewhere.

At the time of the fire, Mayor Dave Barton
said “We have to celebrate the fact that the fire
was contained and there were no injuries.” At
the All Candidates Forum at the arena on
Monday night, during his introductory re-
marks, moderator Ted Barris thanked the first
responders who attended the fair, noting that
“they probably saved downtown Uxbridge.”
Following the fire, Durham Regional Police ar-
rested an Uxbridge man and charged him with
aggravated assault. 

...continued on page 7

Fire destroys downtown heritage building

Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250
Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate. 
Highlights of what I can do for you:
• Self Employed                • Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages        • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063 

Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing? 

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

MOVE-IN READY 
CONDO

2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, balcony, 

storage. Available 
November 1. 

1 parking spot.
Offered for lease at 

$2900 per month
plus utilities.

Bruins - win one, lose one  •  Trinity makes a decision  •  Brews and brew-mates
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for October 2022 

Monday, October 3, 9:00 a.m. 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING  
Accessibility Advisory Committee 

Meeting, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Proclamations for September 
National Hunger Action Month 

Sept. 21 – International Day of Peace 
Sept. 30 – National Day of Truth and 

Reconciliation 
 

Proclamations for October 
Oct. 1 – International Day of the  

Older Person 
Oct. 2-8 – Mental Illness Awareness Week 

Oct. 9-15 – Fire Prevention Week 

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required 

for these positions are available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers/  

Current Opportunities 
Arena Attendant Assistant, (Student),  

P-T, contract 
Closes September 30 at 4:30 p.m.  

Arena Attendant Assistant (Adult),  
P-T, contract 

Closes October 4 at 4:00 p.m.  
Crossing Guards 

Closing Date Extended  
Board and Committee Appointment 

Opportunities 
2022 Santa Claus Parade Committee 

Closing Date Extended  
he Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in accordance 
with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and 
the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). �e Township of Uxbridge 
will provide accommodations throughout the recruitment and selection 
and/or assessment process to applicants with disabilities and/or needs 
related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is collected under 
the authority of �e Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act.

From The Tax Office 
Property Tax due date is September 27, 2022. 

Please ensure your payment is received at the Tax Department by the due 
date to avoid penalty/interest charges. RETAIN YOUR 2022 FINAL 
TAX BILL FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. If a reprinted tax bill, 
receipt or Statement of Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee of 
$15.00 will apply. To update or change the mailing address, please 
contact the Tax Department at 905-852-9181 or tax@uxbridge.ca 

Road Closures 
• Planks Lane from Marietta St. to Franklin St. will be closed to tra�c 

for road reconstruction between July 13 - October 14, 2022.  
• Lake Ridge Road (Reg. Rd. 23) from 100m north of Myrtle Road 

(Reg. Rd. 5) to 1.6 km north of Chalk Lake Road will be minor 
tra�c delays for construction work between August 22, 2022 – 
September 2023.  

• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) from north of Durham Reg. Rd. 
39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Rd., East 
Gwillimbury will be closed for bridge repairs, to 2024. 

Arena Public Programs 
Have Begun!  

Registration now open for Fall Recreation 
Programs! Ages 4-9. Sponsored by Jumpstart! 
uxbridge.ca/recreation



by Roger Varley

Seventeen candidates for municipal
election sat in a long line in front of
about 200 residents Monday night at
an all-candidates meeting held at the
arena and hosted by the Uxbridge
Cosmos. Despite the number of po-
tential politicians, however, there
were few, if any, moments of drama.

ere could have been more people
sitting at those four long tables at the
front, but three of the four candi-
dates for the position of regional
chair did not show up, leaving in-
cumbent John Henry unchallenged
during the event. Also, because they
were acclaimed, Mayor Dave Barton
and Ward 4 councillor Willie Popp
chose not to take part in the forum
proper, although they were present
and willing to participate if called
upon.

Perhaps the biggest contrast be-
tween personalities was between
Bruce Garrod and Jack Ballinger,
both running to be regional council-
lor. Ballinger claimed he did not seek
re-election as regional councillor in
the 2018 municipal election because
he was "burned out," but said he
now has his “mojo back.” Garrod re-
sponded that he had a reputation for
- and record of - getting things done.
In response to a question about the

lack of reports over the years from
Uxbridge's regional council represen-
tatives about regional issues that af-
fect Uxbridge, Garrod said he hasn't
seen any reports either and said he
would address that by running regu-
lar reports in the local media and
holding residential "town hall" meet-
ings. Ballinger responded to the
question by saying: "If reports are
what you want, I've got no problem
with that. You can have them."

Christine Mackenzie, running in
Ward 5, said it is imperative for all
members of council to communicate
with the residents, while John Had-
dock, running in Ward 3, said:
"ere's no representation (at re-
gion), there never has been." Todd
Snooks, running for re-election in
Ward 5, said the best way to commu-
nicate "is not through Facebook or
other social media platforms, it's
through e-mails."

Another question that resulted in
heated discussion revolved around
school buses not being allowed to
enter dead-end roads to pick up stu-
dents. Incumbent Durham District
School Board trustee Carolyn Mor-
ton said she had been expecting the
question and offered that, while
many parents don't like it, "there are
many considerations," such as short-
age of school bus drivers and the
need for more provincial money.
Richard Damianopoulos, incumbent
Durham Catholic District School
Board trustee, said more resources
need to be put into the school bus
system and more small buses need to
be considered.
Other candidates on stage were ap-

parently not buying it. Pat Molloy,
running in Ward 2, said children are
probably in more danger walking
down such roads in the winter and
Pam Beach, running in Ward 1, said
children are sometimes walking in
the dark. 

A question from moderator Ted
Barris about the urban downtown
area sparked much debate. Macken-
zie said council can't force down-
town business and building owners
to make changes to their facades, but
offered that "we can negotiate." Mol-
loy said council has to make it easier
for store and building owners to

make changes. Erin Jones, also run-
ning in Ward 5, said aesthetics mat-
ter. She also advocated using empty
stores in the downtown as pop-up
shops for artists and artisans.
Ballinger said the area has to be made
pedestrian-friendly by getting trucks
out of the downtown, while Had-
dock remarked that the culvert con-
struction on lower Brock Street was
"the biggest mistake we've ever
made," a comment that drew ap-
plause from the audience.

A question about climate change
also brought forth a flurry of re-
sponses. Garrod said the township is
looking to see where it can install
solar panels and also at the possibility
of electric vehicles for the public
works department. Beach said the
township needs more cycling and
walking routes, while Molloy said the
first thing to do is get people to be-
lieve climate change is a problem.
Jones, noting there are no charging
stations in town, said all municipal
buildings should be made energy effi-
cient.

In their opening remarks, some of
the candidates squared off against
each other. Beach said the successful
candidate needs to have knowledge
of "key files" and support agriculture.
Opponent Dominic Morrissey re-
sponded that he had been on the
board of Agricorp and added that
"the next four years determine how
we're going to be for the next 25
years."

Molloy talked of his involvement
with Zephyr over the years, including
being on council, while opponent
Gordon Shreeve claimed he had ral-
lied local residents against the closing
of the Zephyr library and now wants
to "revitalize" Zephyr park.

Apart from Haddock's sometimes

seemingly off-the-cuff remarks, he
and his Ward 3 opponents - Zed

Pickering and J.P. Herold - were low-
key during the meeting.
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Several people at Monday evening’s All Candidate Forum at the arena com-
mented to the Cosmos that they were unsure of what ward they lived in. The
Cosmos is providing readers this map of the ward breakdown in the township.
A more detailed and interactive map - one where you can simply insert your
address and you will be told in which ward you reside, is available through
the Township of Uxbridge’s website at
https://durhamregion.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?
appid=b9821c8fc9a245fd98331bb8e61d4d01

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Public forum hosts many candidates but few moments of ‘drama’
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Re: ‘Am I wrong?’ Sept. 22 edition

I was so pleased to read that Roger
Varley was irked by the comments
of Indigenous poet Albert Dumont,
as it prompted him to write a
thoughtful, informative and much-
needed column about evolving be-
liefs and attitudes in our historical
narrative.   

It makes no sense that we “judge
past historical figures and their ac-
tions based on today’s values,
morals and ways of thinking with-
out taking into consideration the
norms of the society they lived in at
the time.”

If we insist upon holding Sir John
A. Macdonald and Edgerton Ryer-
son responsible for the damage
done by residential schools, then we
should add Scottish inventor James
Watt to our list of disgraced former
heroes. His invention of the vastly
improved parallel motion steam en-
gine in 1784  is widely considered
to be the beginning of our present
geological period (in which climate
change is a dominant theme). 

I just learned this era’s name. We
live in the Anthropocene Era, a ge-
ologic time in which human activ-
ity began to substantially alter
Earth’s surface, atmosphere and
oceans.  
Yep. James Watt is responsible for

climate change.
Eleanor Todd

Goodwood 

Re: Thanks for assistance at Fall Fair

After being honked at in Uxbridge
while making a left turn, and being

sworn at by a driver who objected
to my stopping in front of the Sal-
vation Army office on Main St. by
a young man in a hurry, I was be-
ginning to lose faith in the next
generation. My mind was changed
on the Saturday night of the Fall
Fair, after the Demolition Derby.

It was a very dark night, no stars
out, and no lighting in the parking
lot to the south of the Fair. I was
tired from working all day at the
Fair, and I was having trouble locat-
ing my car in the parking area. As I
was walking a long, a young couple
came up behind me and asked if
they could help me. I was please to
know that someone would help me,
and the young man located my ve-
hicle and walked me to it.

I was so very relieved. In answer to
my questions, he told me he was
from Zephyr, and gave me his
name as Josh. Now, some pretty
nice fellows hail from Zephyr, my
son-in-law being one of them!
Thank you so much, Josh, for

noticing a senior in trouble and
caring enough to go out of your
way to assist me. My faith has been
restored.

Sandra Will
Uxbridge

Re: ‘Residents object to condominium
proposal, Sept. 22 edition

Thanks to Roger Varley for his arti-
cle on the objections to the pro-
posed development on a Toronto
Street vacant lot. These objections
were expressed at a public meeting
on September 12.
This meeting was arranged to con-

sider a building proposal and a re-
zoning plan to accommodate the
buildings. As proposed, the build-
ings would back directly against
seven homes on Fred Barnard Way.
I own one of these homes. I am one
of the people who made a presenta-
tion at that meeting. The condo
board sent a written submission.  
When we purchased our homes,

we understood that the vacant lot
would ultimately be developed with
single family bungalows. The va-
cant lot is currently zoned for bun-
galows.
The buildings proposed are 10

three storey townhouses in two
blocks of five. These homes would
face Toronto Street with a service
road, garages and visitor parking in
the rear. All the present trees would
be removed.
The buildings, with second storey

balconies in the back, would loom
over our homes. The road that
would provide residential and com-
mercial access to the homes would
come within a few metres of our
patios. I have some serious concerns
about lost privacy, noise, and the
permanent erosion of our quality of
life.

My focus is on the proposed
buildings and the site plan. I think
both of these are inappropriate and
unacceptable.
I believe that attached bungalow

townhomes are a perfect alternative
to the proposed three storey homes.
I suggest that the Township should
urge the developer to submit a new
proposal.

Doug Mackie
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

On Monday evening earlier this week, the community centre at the arena
was full of around 200 people who had gathered to learn more about those
who have put their names on the ballot for the Oct. 24 municipal election.
There were 17 of 20 invited candidates seated at four long tables across the
front of the room - if the “vibe” had suited, it would have looked like a fir-
ing squad. 
As it was, the evening, to our eyes, was civil and productive. But it’s diffi-

cult to ask 17 candidates who have many thoughts and ideas to cram their
platforms into two-minute long remarks. It’s difficult to keep in-house
questions from the public to a question-only format (sometimes a micro-
phone prompts people to take advantage of the spotlight). Things were
well handled by moderator Ted Barris, and we all managed to be done and
out of there by 10 p.m. 
Three hours is a long time, though, and we didn’t even get to questions

that were submitted via email or online. So we thought we would publish
these questions here. The candidates will see what bullets they may have
dodged, and what issues matter to their constituents. (For example, hous-
ing is a major topic in the submitted questions, but it barely came up dur-
ing the live event.) And residents will see if any of these questions resonate
with themselves, and perhaps prompt them to reach out to a candidate or
two and ask the question directly.

Note that these questions were to be directed to all candidates; ward-spe-
cific questions are not noted here. 
* Are there specific services you feel Uxbridge is lacking, and what would
you do to help access or improve that service if elected? 
* What is your vision for affordable housing in Uxbridge? What do you see
as criteria for a second dwelling on a town lot (infilling)?
* Do you think that town councillors have the authority to threaten to
close down businesses for alleged zoning infractions or should those issues
be left to the town-by-law officers to address?
* Many residents have noticed the sharp increase in the number of speed
limit signs and Community Safety Zone signs in the central areas of
Uxbridge. While the lowering of the speed limits in these zones was likely
done in the name of public safety, these questions are for those councillors
seeking re-election who voted for these signs and these measures: How
much did this additional signage cost the Township? What study or studies
were performed that indicated the need to do this? Who planned all the
frequent changes in speed limits and the specific placements of these new
signs? 
* The issue of emergency housing, housing for most vulnerable... thoughts
for Uxbridge? How will Uxbridge rise to the challenge of this necessity and
work with the Region?
* A mayoral candidates for Winnipeg is floating a pledge to help residents
use/upgrade to geothermal heating! Granted we are much smaller. What is
the feeling on community help for becoming more environmentally
friendly with respect to  HVAC for homes?  

If you don’t ask the questions, you don’t get the answers. 
For those who missed attending the Forum, it’s available to watch on

YouTube at https://youtu.be/4xFYXn2TQXE

Our two cents
Ask the questions, get the answers

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900 
 
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
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The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
tisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, 
and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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Perhaps it was the format, perhaps it was the
number of candidates, but the subject of
housing in Uxbridge was never addressed at
Monday's all candidates’ meeting at the
arena, although many residents submitted
questions about it.
That's probably because, after all candidates

had made their opening remarks and then re-
sponded to just two media questions, almost
a full hour had passed and moderator Ted
Barris decided it was time to give the audi-
ence an opportunity to ask questions. Not
one of those who took the mic raised the sub-
ject.
That is unfortunate, because many residents

are upset with the way development proposals
are handled at the local level. I understand
their frustration. Having attended many pub-
lic meetings on development proposals over
the years, I have found the outcome almost
always appears to be the same: the developers
get what they want. To be sure, some propos-
als are scaled back a little - (e.g. a proposed
six-storey apartment building at the east end
of town has been scaled down to four storeys)
- but it is my opinion that developers ask for
more and then appear to compromise, only
to end up with what they really wanted in the
first place.
In just about every case, council offers the

same excuse: the developer has met all the
necessary requirements, has crossed all the Ts
and dotted all the Is and so council is in no
position to deny the application. It doesn't
matter that dozens of residents might be op-
posed to the proposed development: all that
matters is the developer followed the rules.
Of course, should council decline a proposal,
the developer merely appeals to the Local
Planning Appeal Tribunal - (formerly the On-
tario Municipal Board) - which almost always
rules in favour of the developer.

It should be noted that township planning
consultant Elizabeth Howson, when submit-
ting her reports on such developments, takes
into account the responses received from the
public, but she, too, is bound by the provin-
cial rules and regulations and has to make her
recommendations accordingly. Rarely do
public objections to a development carry any
weight.
Which brings us to the question that really

should be asked: why should local residents
be denied any say in what happens in and to

their community? It becomes quite apparent
that the province rules and local councils
must be subservient to the province, not their
constituents.

Once in a blue moon, council does have an
opportunity to address the problem of hous-
ing, but seldom follows through. A couple of
weeks ago, former Uxbridge resident Adrian
Giacca made a presentation to council regard-
ing mini-homes. It was an impressive presen-
tation, in which he asked the township to
provide a couple of acres of public land for a
pilot project which would see about eight af-
fordable mini-homes built. He was told that
Uxbridge is more interested in high-capacity
infills and dropping granny flats into people's
backyards. That, and approving million-dol-
lar mini-mansion developments. And most of
the developments slated for construction over
the next few years will be condominiums,
which means streets running through the de-
velopment do not have to meet municipal
minimum width requirements. In turn, that
means the developer can squeeze even more
units into the property.
And when development proposals do come

before council, councillors appear to be con-
tent to receive pat answer to their questions.
Case in point: regarding a proposed develop-
ment on Toronto Street South, the applicant
was asked if mature trees separating the prop-
erty from houses on Fred Barnard Way would
be preserved. The applicant responded: "I be-
lieve the intent is, in fact, to keep the trees.
Where possible, the trees will be kept." How
wishy-washy is that answer, and yet council
accepted it.

I am reminded of a small development built
in the east end of town a number of years
ago. Council told the developer to leave trees
on the property. Many of them were cut
down and the developer said, in effect, "you
didn't tell me how many trees to leave."
This town, this province, this country has a

major housing crisis, both in terms of avail-
ability and affordability and yet all the devel-
opers can come up with is more
mini-mansions that are out of most people's
price range. 

It seems to me that we need a council with
enough backbone to tell developers - and the
province - to listen to the people. And if that
sounds like rebellion, so be it.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Monday night’s candidates’ forum was draw-
ing to a close. The next to last questioner in
the Q&A portion of the forum at the
Uxbridge arena had to stand on a chair to
reach the microphone, but her dad helped her
get there. It was probably long past her bed-
time, but Bella McKenzie-Pugsley collected
her thoughts and spoke clearly but with con-
cern. 
“Why are there so many fires?” she asked the

candidates seated across the south wall of the
hall. “Our firefighters are great people. They
are our heroes.”
The fire that frightened nine-year-old Bella,

broke out last Wednesday morning (Sept. 21)
and in a matter of hours gutted 11/13 Brock
Street East. The flames destroyed Cheryl
Hinzel’s street-level candy/gift shop, the Sushi
Park restaurant next door and the apartments
above. Uxbridge firefighters responded to the
fire call about 2 a.m., ensured no one was
trapped inside the building, and battled the
blaze much of the night and into the next
day. I learned later that the addition of an aer-
ial unit dispatched from the Whitchurch-
Stouffville Fire and Emergency Services
helped extinguish the fire and likely saved the
rest of the block from destruction.
“We owe a lot to the Stouffville crews and

their aerial unit,” Bruce Garrod explained at
the candidates’ forum. “Uxbridge Fire De-
partment will very shortly take delivery of a
similar unit. It will make a big difference.”
True enough. But I have to admire any

woman or man with the mental fortitude to
race headlong to the scene of a fire and (with
little more than moments to assess) race into
a blaze in search of victims. It’s ingrained
training and practised response that drives
them. But it’s something more that shuts out
fear or flight reflex and puts them in harm’s
way to save others. Several years ago, I inter-
viewed Alannah Gilmore, a military medic
who served with Canadian Forces’ operations
during the war in Afghanistan. Trained to
deal with massive casualties, in 2006 M/Cpl
Gilmore responded to numerous “mass cals”
calls.
“I didn’t have to think about it,” she told

me. “I just calmed right down and did what
I’m trained to do. It’s all muscle memory.”
Five years later, as a civilian back home in

Ottawa, Gilmore and her (then) husband
came across a five-car collision in Orleans,

Ont., where a car had T-boned a van. A po-
lice officer was on the scene, but had his
hands full directing traffic. Gilmore said, “It’s
go time!” And her muscle memory took over.
The impact of the collision had buckled a van
door and pinned a young girl inside. The
mother was hysterical. But Gilmore shut
everything else out, crawled into the van next
to the child and called for arriving paramedics
to hand her life-saving equipment and oxy-
gen. “I was like, ‘Just hand it to me. I need
this. I need that,’” ensuring a clear airway for
the child to breathe. Gilmore had responded
with the same authority and skill as she had
on deployment in Afghanistan. Despite the
medic’s every effort, however, the child died.
She told me later her service in uniform and
as a civilian made her PTSD patient.
In the middle of an intersection in Oshawa,

13 years ago, the driver of a pickup truck ran
a red light (police later determined she was on
her cell phone) and T-boned my car at the
front-seat passenger’s side. If my wife had
been with me, she’d most likely have been
killed. The passenger door was crushed in far
enough that it cut the right side of my head. I
remember the world spinning for what
seemed minutes (it was probably seconds).
My car catapulted through the intersection,
wiped out a signal light standard, and stopped
right-side-up but facing the opposite direc-
tion. My seatbelt saved me from serious in-
jury, but I had blood streaming across my
face. The first thing I remember focusing on
was the face of a paramedic. 
“Can you move your arms?” he asked me. I

nodded. He dabbed the cut on my head with
gauze and comforted me, “Don’t worry. We’ll
have you out of here in a minute.” I don’t re-
member much else from that crash, except
the paramedic’s reassuring, “Don’t worry.”
Much the way firefighters became young

Bella’s instant heroes during the recent down-
town fire in Uxbridge, after my near-death
collision in Oshawa in 2009, those para-
medics became mine. When I later thanked
them in the hospital, predictably one of them
said, “No worries. That’s what we’re here for.”

Calmness under fire may be part of their job
description, but their skill and courage are
also a community’s greatest asset in an emer-
gency.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

The quiet heroism of muscle memory

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

The unasked forum question



by Conrad Boyce

e congregation of Uxbridge’s
Trinity United Church, which was

badly damaged by the May 21 tor-
nado, has finally made the decision
to proceed with the church’s dem-
olition. is will be followed by the

creation of a
new worship
space, much re-
duced in capac-
ity, into a
modern build-
ing that would
also incorpo-
rate meeting
rooms, offices,
and a new
housing devel-
opment. e
plan also in-
cludes the
eventual demo-
lition of the
congregation’s
three properties
at 15, 19 and
23 Main Street
North.
“e plan is to

carefully re-
move and store
as many of the
heritage com-

ponents of the current church as
possible - stained glass windows,
bell tower, pews, even the bricks -
and have level, empty ground on
the site before the snow flies,” said
Ted Meyers, chair of the Trinity
board of trustees. “Now that the
decision has been made, our insur-
ance company will proceed imme-
diately to find the right demolition
company for that work.

“In the meantime, we will begin
consultation with Kindred Works,
the development arm of the United
Church of Canada, to put together
a plan for the new building. We
will also consult with existing and
potential user groups, because this
building has to meet the needs of
the entire community, not just our
congregation.”
Meyers said the aim is still to open

the new building by the 100th an-
niversary of the United Church in
the summer of 2025. In the mean-
time, the congregation will con-
tinue to hold its Sunday services at
the Uxbridge Seniors Centre. Ne-
gotiations are also proceeding with
the Township (owner of the Seniors
Centre) to rent office space there as
well. e congregation and its staff
are currently working out of private
homes.

Meyers also confirmed that none
of the tenants in the Main Street
buildings - a bungalow and two
apartment buildings, one of which
has a retail business on the main
floor - will need to vacate before the
end of 2023.

It is hoped that many of the her-
itage elements of the current
church, originally opened as a
Methodist congregation in 1888,
can be included in the design of the
new building, and that the facade
of the new worship centre facing
onto First Avenue may be very rem-
iniscent of the old one. Optimism
is high that most, if not all, the
windows, the bell tower, even many
of the pews not under the torn
roof, can be salvaged intact.

“We expect to use many of the
bricks for the new building,” said
Meyers, “but some of the rest may
be sold to members of the commu-
nity as a fundraiser. And the Town-
ship, which has been so generous in
welcoming us to the Seniors Cen-
tre, has expressed an interest in
using some of the cast iron railings
in our balcony to refurbish those at
the Music Hall. ose are the kind
of opportunities that can bring
good things from an event that
might otherwise be just tragic.”
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EXPERIENCED 
COMMITTED 

REJUVENATED 

No promises, just hard work.

Trinity United to proceed with demolition and new building

The interior of Trinity United Uxbridge, moments after a tornado tore
off the sanctuary roof on May 21. The church has decided to demolish
the building and says it will attempt to save and “store as many of the
heritage components of the current church as possible. Demolition is
expected to begin later this year. Cosmos file photo
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Investigators are looking for a
male suspect after an at-
tempted robbery at a cell-
phone store in Uxbridge.    
According to a recent police

report, on Saturday, Sept. 24,
at approximately 5:20 p.m.,
members of North Division
were called to the Telus Mo-
bility store on Toronto Street
South in Uxbridge for an at-
tempted robbery. A male sus-
pect tried to gain access into
the commercial premise while
armed with a metal object

and what appeared to be a
firearm.  e suspect fled the
scene prior to police arrival.
e male was last seen run-
ning through the Uxbridge
Cemetery, near Cemetery
Road.

e suspect is described as
male, Black, 15-20 years of
age. He wore all black cloth-
ing and had a backpack.  

Investigators are appealing
to anyone with dash-cam or
surveillance video in this area
at the time of the incident.

Anyone with new informa-
tion about this investigation
is asked to contact the Major
Crime Robbery Unit at 1-
888-579-1520 ext. 5359 or
Robbery@drps.ca 

Anonymous information
can be sent to Durham Re-
gional Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-TIPS (8477) or
online at www.durhamre-
gionalcrimestoppers.ca and
tipsters may be eligible for a
$2,000 cash reward.

Arrest made
in Brock St.
fire, from
page 1

Police said they
responded to a
report of a fight
at the scene at
about 2 a.m. on
Sept. 21, which is
when they dis-
covered the
building at 13
Brock St. W. was
on fire. They also
found a man
with serious but
non-life-threat-
ening injuries.
They later
charged Jake
Houston, 28,
with aggravated
assault.

Police looking for attempted robbery suspect



by Justyne Edgell

After struggling for a few months fol-
lowing the May 21 tornado that

ripped off its roof and destroyed its
interior, e Second Wedge Brewing
Co. has found a new ‘brew-mie’. 
Because of the damage to the build-

ing, e Second Wedge was suddenly
left unable to brew, despite the fact
that most of their equipment re-
mained relatively unharmed. 

“We immediately started looking
for a contract brewery where we
could continue our production,” says
Second Wedge co-owner Joanne
Richter. “A contract brewery is a pro-
duction facility set up to produce
large batches for other breweries.
ey’re usually sales-and-marketing
beer companies that don’t have bricks
and mortar locations of their own.”
ey settled on a location and were

able to produce batches of all their
main beers; however, Richter says
they weren’t happy. 
“e cost was exorbitant, the batch

sizes were so large that we had trou-
ble storing it all, and we had very lit-
tle control over the finished beer.”

Market Brewing Co., in Newmar-
ket, had offered Second Wedge to
brew a one-off batch at its brewery
after the busy summer months. At
the same time, Second Wedge was
preparing to move its fermenters and
brites (fermentation tanks) off-site
for storage during the rebuild. 

“Our brewery installer suggested
that we move one of them to Market
Brewing, and actually install it there
so that we could take up Market on
the offer to use its brewhouse, but
ferment the beer in our own tank.
When we left, Market would get to 

...continued on page 11
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Second Wedge gets new temporary ‘brew-mate’
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We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting
together to build our
network of business
connections, helping

each other be
successful.

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

by Roger Varley

For the second week in a row, the
Uxbridge Bruins were forced into
overtime at the arena on Friday
after the Clarington Eagles tied
the score late in the third period.
Unlike the previous week, how-

ever, the Bruins lost the overtime
battle as the Eagles skated away
with a 4-3 win.

e Bruins opened the scoring
early in the first period on a goal
by Anthony Lamanna, assisted by
Noah Button and Jake Rigillo.
Despite the lead, the Bruins de-
fence had difficulty making con-
structive clearing passes out of
their own end. at problem per-
sisted in the second period, but

the forwards came through as
Caleb MacLeish gave the home
team a 2-0 advantage with less
than two minutes remaining in
the period. Matt Gordon and
Travis Winder assisted. However,
the Eagles beat Bruins goalie Kyle
Groff on a power play with just
four seconds left on the clock.
Peter Kerr regained the two-goal

lead early in the third with a
power-play marker, assisted by
Button and Lamanna, but Clar-
ington scored a couple of minutes
later because of a poor clearing ef-
fort by the Bruins defence. en
the Eagles tied the score late in
the third to send the game to
overtime.

e OT featured a number of
exciting end-to-end rushes and
both goalies made terrific saves,
but Clarington finally scored the
winner at the 3:39 mark.
e Cosmos selected Lamanna as

player of the game for Uxbridge
and Dawson Manning for the
Eagles.

e two teams were scheduled
to meeting in Clarington again
tonight (ursday) before the
Bruins return for a rare Saturday
night game at the arena, where
they will host the Port Perry
LumberJacks at 7:45 p.m.

3 Brock Street West

THANKSGIVING IS NEXT WEEKEND! 
HAVE YOU GOT YOUR TURKEY?

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca
905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

Let’s Fund Your Happy Place

Across
1  Talk
5  Overly smooth
8  "Guilty," e.g.
12  Guns
13  Singer Yoko
14  Bring home
15  Maple for one
16  Cleaned
18  Vacation souvenirs
20  Type of beam
23  Pronouncements
27  Not necessary
31  Current events
32  Directional abbreviation
33  City head
35  Wreath
36  Cork's country
38  Gave a blow-by-blow
40  Factual evidence
42  Monetary unit of Denark
43  Disguise source of funds
47  Cause resentment
50  Addict
54  Breed
55  Equal
56  Look (over)
57  Famous bear
58  "___ do you do?"
59  "Jabberwocky" start

Down
1  PC component
2  That ship
3  Many a street name in D.C.
4  African menace
5  Ritzy
6  The "A" of ABM
7  Unit of pressure
8  Digestive enzyme
9  Once around the track
10  Before, to poets
11  What's more
17  ___ be good if
19  Flower stalk
20  Dixie drink
21  Pleasant way to walk (2   

words)
22  Opening
24  Yo-Yo Ma's instrument
25  8-12 years old
26  Parenthetical comment
28  Family member
29  Look at
30  Intersperse
34  Gardening tool
37  A chipped flake
39  Burst out
41  Dieting taboo
44  2002 Winter Olympics locale
45  He fiddled while Rome burned
46  Sketched
47  "Medium" perceptions
48  Cow noise
49  Friend
51  Farm mother
52  Victorian ___
53  Court matter

Did you miss the All Candidates Forum 
on September 26? 

It’s available to watch at youtu.be/4xFYXn2TQXE 
Municipal Election: Monday, October 24

Bruins lose in second overtime of season
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SERVICES
PROPERTY AND GARDEN CARE SERV-
ICES Happy Yards is here to care for your prop-
erty and gardens! Services include trimming,
weeding, garden planning, planting, mulching,
raking and chainsaw services. Trail planning,
development and maintenance also available,
and much more! Call Sean for a consult 416-
804-0639.   10/6
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We
specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too
small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2 year written warranty, free esti-
mates. For all your outside upgrades & projects,
contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family Por-
traits Headshots, Product or Wedding
Photography. Web Design. Located in
Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520. Email
info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit wright-
webphoto.com  Your Best Shot!   10/27
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, cal-
louses & corns. Veterans welcome. Total Com-
fort Care 416-274-6765.   10/27
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  9/29   
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results”. Interlocking, lawn
cutting, landscaping, spring and fall clean ups,
tree/hedge trimming. Follow on Instagram -
lawn_slide_services - contact Noah, 647-523-
6730 or email lawnslide@gmail.com  Serving
Uxbridge and surrounding area.   9/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING

SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her reliability
and detailed professionalism. Property Services
/ Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-
Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
email  hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  9/29
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing, seamless eavestrough,
landscaping, electrical, plumbing, post re-
builders, mold, kitchen, bath, basements,
stonework, cement, roofing, demolition,
drywall, painting, brick gates, ceramics,
marbles. Licensed. 52 years experience. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell)..
9/29

FOR RENT
FURNISHED BEDROOM with access to rest
of house. Parking, laundry, meals incl.
$850/month + $500 security deposit. Zephyr
Rd. For more information, call 905-852-5403.   

WANTED
USED GUITAR WANTED. Greg. 365-533-
2867.   9/29
CUSTOMER SERVICE/JUNIOR
ACCOUNTING, LIV BUILDING PRODUCTS
INC. Answer incoming calls and customer
service inquiries for decking products
distribution company. Preparing sales orders,
invoicing, office filing, data entry and maintain
office. Knowledge of Quick books business
software, some accounting knowledge and
excel is preferred. Flexible hours. 416-723-5448
or email martina@livbp.com   10/6

EVENTS
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is holding in-person meetings at
10 a.m. every other Sunday. Whether

experienced or new to meditation, all are
welcome.  Location is Blue Heron Studio. Email
Gail: ghorner550@gmail.com   9/29
ATTENTION ALL SENIORS: Progressive
Euchre, 2nd Thursday of each month. Sept. -
June. Uxbridge Legion, 2:30-4:30  p.m. Cost $2,
on now! All proceeds go to the Legion.
MUSICFEST IS BACK AT REACHVIEW
VILLAGE. Since 1993, we have been
entertaining residents with all kinds of music,
dancing, joke-telling once a month on the first
Sunday at 10 - 11 a.m. For more info please
contact jo at 905-852-6487. 
FASHION SHOW AND DESSERT: Thurs.,
Sept. 29, 7 p.m. Sponsored by Bethesda Reach
Women’s Institute, featuring fall fashions by
Brock’s of Port Perry. Tickets $20. Call 905-852-
5284 or 905-852 -4024. Proceeds to support
local scholarship projects.
100 WOMEN WHO CARE UXBRIDGE
Come join us Thursday, Sept. 29, Uxbridge
Legion, 7 p.m. For more information, visit
100womenuxbridge.ca
UXBRIDGE WRITERS' CIRCLE Tues., Oct. 4,:
1:30 p.m., Uxbridge Arena, Williamson
Boardroom. New members welcome: free, open
to all genres. Dedicated to encouraging &
promoting the art & skill of writing in a
supportive environment.
contact@vickyearle.com.

FOUND
MAN’S RING near Uxbridge Post Office. Call
the Uxbridge Cosmos office to claim. Must be
able to answer detailed questions. 905-852-
1900.

FREE
FULLY ELECTRIC MEDICAL BED with push
button controls. Comes with a mattress and half
rails. Gently used. Contact 905-862-0138.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through
me.”                      John 14:6

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

November Antique Online 
Auction Date TBA 

 
Call Gillanders today to 

consign your quality items 
or discuss an auction of 

your own.



Brews are back on, from
page 8

keep the glycol rigging for its own fu-
ture use, so it was a win win,” says
Richter.
e Second Wedge team went for a

meeting with Market Brewing Co.
and came to the realization that Mar-
ket Brewing actually had enough
space in its facility to install four of
e Wedge’s five fermenters and one
of its two brite tanks. ey quickly
they decided they could make a
“roomies” situation, where e Sec-
ond Wedge’s head brewer Mike
Lounds and assistant brewer Jamie
Akselsen could work full time, pro-
ducing and packaging their own beer
at the Market Brewing location.
“is was a really generous offer, be-

cause we’d be taking over a lot of
space, our staff would be there all the
time, our production supplies and
packaging materials would take over
a good chunk of the floor space…
this is where the term “roomies” re-
ally feels appropriate,” says Richter.

After getting approval form the Al-
cohol and Gaming Commission of
Ontario, they made the move, but
soon after hit a snag when trying to
figure out how to remit the monthly
excise taxes. 

Richter says this unusual situation
was something no one had ever
needed to do before. “e excise laws
technically wouldn’t allow two brew-
eries to operate out of the same
space.” she says. “After much back
and forth, we got the word that it
could go ahead, and that’s when we
posted on social media this week.”
Producing its beer at Market Brew-

ing Co. means that e Second
Wedge will have control over the
quality of each of its batches. 
“e batch sizes are exactly the same

as we’re used to brewing, storing and
selling, and while you could never
replicate the conditions of any brew-
ery, their set-up is similar enough to
ours that the learning curve is man-
ageable,” says Richter. 

As Second Wedge begins brewing in
Newmarket, getting its Uxbridge
home back up and running will
likely take a bit of time. “We’re still
waiting for our roof, and the whole
interior has to be rebuilt, so it’ll likely
be spring before we can brew in our
building again and open to the pub-
lic,” says Richter. 

e beer garden is open for selling

and serving. e schedule varies as
they are at the mercy of weather, with
no indoor location or power. 

“We’re  also really grateful to
Foundry Pi, who are also shut down

while we rebuild, for letting us use
their shipping container as our store
and bar,”says Richter, “And they’ll be
back with their incredible wood-fired
pizza next spring too!”
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To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

Beverley Harrison entered into 
rest suddenly, at home, on 
Saturday, September 17, at the 
age of 72. 
 
Bev, the beloved wife of Robert 
"Bob" for 50 years. She was the 
mother of Todd (Christine) 
Harrison, Mike (Bethany) 
Harrison, and grandmother of 
Marcus, Julia, Elijah, Helen and Avery. Dear sister of Doug 
(Donna) Francis, and Leona Eberts. Also the sister-in-law of 
Marcie Francis. Bev is predeceased by sisters Barb (Tom) Bull, 
Marie Morin, Gloria Traynor and brothers Johnny, Maurice, 
George Imrie and Lyndon Francis. 
 
In keeping with the wishes of Bev, there will not be a 
visitation or funeral service. If desired, memorial donations 
to the Royal Canadian Legion Ladies Auxiliary of Uxbridge 
would be appreciated by the family. Donations can be made 
by cheque through the Mackey Funeral Home, 33 Peel 

Street, Lindsay and condolences can 
be left online.

Beverley Harrison
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