
CONQUERING THE CURMUDGEON - The normally grumpy Norman Douglas (played by Tanner Ferris, left), celebrates new beginnings with Mary Vance (Virginia
Barry) during a lively scene from Rainbow Valley, a musical by Hank Stinson and Dean Burry, based on Lucy Maud Montgomery’s seventh installment in the Anne of Green
Gables series. Rainbow Valley opens this Friday, Sept. 9, at the Historic Leaskdale Church, and runs for eight performances. See page 6 for details. Photo by John Cavers

by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

The Township Empire: Our Public Libraries
This is the second in a Cosmos series leading up

to the Oct. 24 municipal election, about the man-
agement and funding of the many properties be-
longing to the Township of Uxbridge. We
previously covered the community halls in our
three largest hamlets. This week we look at the
Uxbridge Public Library (UPL).

The Buildings: If you’re a relatively new resi-
dent of Uxbridge, you may not be aware that
there are actually two libraries in the Township.
The beautiful central library near the intersec-
tion of Brock and Toronto Streets has been a
community hub for 135 years; it was built in
1887 by one of the town’s Quaker pioneers,

Joseph Gould; the clay for the bricks came
from his farm on Mill St., with the lumber
from a sawmill in Leaskdale. And as the town
has grown, there has been a temptation to build
a larger facility in a new building on a site al-
lowing for future expansion.

“There have been lots of proposals over the
years,” says library CEO Amanda Ferraro, “the
latest of which was to build a new library on
the Fields of Uxbridge. But the community
loves the building and loves the location, so
we’ve committed to doing major upgrades over
the last several years, to the lighting, the heating
the cooling, the outdoor patio. Just this past
year, we did a significant restoration of the
clock tower.”

A major renovation in 1987, marking the
building’s centennial, made a large addition to
the library’s square footage both upstairs and

downstairs (where the children’s library and
community rooms reside). And stay tuned –
there may be an opportunity in the coming
years to expand even more on the downtown
site.

But the majestic Uxbridge library has a baby
sister up in the northwest corner of the Town-
ship. Nestled beside the United Church in the
hamlet of Zephyr sits a second public library,
constructed in 1972 on the site of the old com-
munity hall. It’s open from 3-7 p.m. on Tues-
days and Thursdays, and from 10-3 every
second Saturday. That compares to 48 hours a
week in Uxbridge (52 in the winter, when Sun-
day hours are added), but patrons in Zephyr do
have access to the full collection at the larger
location. The librarian dedicated to Zephyr 

...continued on page 3

Both township libraries have lots of history, lots to offer 

AMAZING FAMILY HOME 
UXBRIDGE1 APPLEREE CRESCENT 
- 3+1 bedrooms and 4 baths  
- Finished basement/3 pc. - Rec room+den 
- Large yard - fenced - 2 decks 
- Garden Shed  
- Close to schools, arena, shops  

CHECK IT OUT! 
$1,199,000 Marie Persaud

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Welcome to the “Woods of Manilla” located a short drive from Uxbridge, 
Sunderland or Port Perry.  This 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom 3-level side 
split home with an attached 2 car garage sits on a large lot (just over 
1/2 acre) and is heated with natural gas and has municipal water 
supply. Large 12’ x 24’ storage shed in back yard.  Quick possession 
available. Property being sold “As is”.  Offered for sale at $729,000. 
For more information, call me at 416-970-8979.

New lights on school buses  •  Crooners at the Music Hall  •  Planting a family tree
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www.comFLEX.ca

Patrick Bryant 
Broker of Record  

905-439-2033

Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers under contract

304 Toronto Street South
905-852-9700

axischiropractic.ca

•Chiropractic •Acupuncture 
•Custom Orthotics •Massage Therapy

•Laser Therapy
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for September, 2022   

Monday, September 12, 10:00 a.m. 
COUNCIL MEETING  

Public Meeting-309 Zephyr Rd., 7:00 p.m.  
Public Meeting-181 Toronto St. S., 7:45 p.m.  

Wednesday, September 21, 7:00 p.m. 
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 

MEETING  
Proclamations for the Month 

• September 30 – National Day of Truth 
and Reconciliation 

• National Hunger Action Month 
• 2022 – Year of the Garden 

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required 

for these positions are available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers/  

Current Opportunities 
Manager of By-law Services 

Closes September 16 at 4:30 p.m.  
Crossing Guards-Closing Date Extended  

Uxpool - Lifeguards-Closing Date Extended  
Board and Committee Appointment 

Opportunities 
2022 Santa Claus Parade Committee 

Closing Date Extended  
�e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer 
in accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code 
(OHRC). �e Township of Uxbridge will provide 
accommodations throughout the recruitment and selection 
and/or assessment process to applicants with disabilities and/or 
needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is 
collected under the authority of �e Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

From The Tax Office  
Property Tax due date is September 27, 2022. 
Please ensure your payment is received at the 
Tax Department by the due date to avoid 
penalty/interest charges. 
RETAIN YOUR 2022 FINAL TAX BILL 
FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. If a 
reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of 
Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee of 
$15.00 will apply. 
To update or change the mailing address, please 
contact the Tax Department at 905-852-9181 
or tax@uxbridge.ca. 

Road Closures 
• Planks Lane from Marietta St. to Franklin St. will be closed to tra�c 

for road reconstruction between July 13 - October 14, 2022.  
• Lake Ridge Road (Reg. Rd. 23) from 100m north of Myrtle Road 

(Reg. Rd. 5) to 1.6 km north of Chalk Lake Road will be minor 
tra�c delays for construction work between August 22, 2022 – 
September 2023.  

• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) from north of Durham Reg. Rd. 
39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Rd., East Gwillimbury 
will be closed for bridge repairs, to 2024. 



Know your libraries, from
page 1

regularly totes boxes of materials
back and forth.
Management: There are significant

operational differences between the
libraries and the community halls we
examined last week. The most obvi-
ous is that the part-time staff dedi-
cated to the halls aren’t there when

you rent them; you essentially walk
into an empty building. The li-
braries, conversely, are abuzz with
people. The public library has two
full-time and 11 part-time staff (not
counting CEO Ferraro, who wears a
multitude of other hats for the Town-
ship), as well as five students during
the school year. And they’re kept
busy.

“Happily, we’ve come back to pre-
COVID levels in terms of patron
use,” says Library manager Corrinne
Morrison. “A great example is the
TD Summer Reading Program. In
2021 we had 60 children register and
report on reading 621 books
throughout the summer. In 2022, we
had 123 children register and they
have reported on 819 books so far
with one more reporting day to go!
Uxbridgers have been eager to take
advantage of all our services”. Serv-
ices which staff will be glad to help
you explore.

The other major difference in the

library’s management is that its nine-
member community board is not
simply advisory, it’s statutory; that is,
it’s mandated by provincial legisla-
tion. The province gives an annual
operating grant to the UPL. It’s small
when compared to the size of the li-
brary’s budget, and it hasn’t seen an
increase in years, but in return, the
province has standards by which
public libraries must operate. The

board, for instance, has a major role
in the budgetary process.

“Thankfully,” says Morrison, “the
province helps us in lots of other
ways. Ontario Library Services pro-
vides training, and operates the inter-
library loan system among other
programs. They also negotiate dis-
counted pricing for library items and
eResources.”
The library also takes advantages of

volunteers in a variety of ways, from
helping with fundraising to deliver-
ing books to people who can’t easily
get out.

Funding: As mentioned, the
provincial grant provides a small por-
tion of the UPL’s operating budget:
$24,000 in 2021, from a total of
$855,000. Patrons provide even less.
Your library card, of course, is free.
In 2021, you paid $3,500 for late
fines and replacement books, $4,500
in program fees, and about $7,000 in
donations. The balance came from

the Township coffers; in other words,
from your property taxes.

The major items in the operating
budget for last year were wages and
benefits ($414,000), library materials
($64K), repairs and maintenance
($57K) and utilities ($25K). On the
capital side, projects usually total be-
tween $50-100,000 annually, mean-

ing that the total UPL budget ranges
between $900,000 to a million dol-
lars per year.
Where are the hands?  The clock in

the Uxbridge library, manufactured
in Connecticut, is one of its most fas-
cinating features; the mechanism
goes all the way to the basement, and
you can see a portion of it in the ge-

nealogy room. Last year’s work made
some long overdue repairs to the
clock tower, including the eviction of
wildlife; certain squirrels and pigeons
had to find other homes. But you
might have noticed that the clock’s
hands haven’t yet been replaced.

“They’re in good shape,” says Fer-
raro, “but they’re not keeping the
same time on every face. Our clock
doctor is on the case, but parts for
140-year-old clocks of this design
aren’t easy to source. Watch for them
soon!”
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

A small commemorative piece outside the Uxbridge Public Library, honouring
the late Alexandra Hartmann, CEO of the library from 2003-2018.

Photo by Conrad Boyce

The Zephyr Public Library. Photo by Conrad Boyce

A view of the clock tower and clock face, sans hands for the time being. 
Photo by Conrad Boyce
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Re: Heritage Day letter, Sept. 1
edition

We are writing in response to last
week’s Letter to the Editor regarding
Heritage Day (held Aug. 28 at the
Uxbridge Historical Centre).
While we appreciate Ms. Macbeth’s
candid opinions about the event, we
feel it necessary to explain a few
“behind the scenes” circumstances
leading up to the day.
The Uxbridge-Scott Historical So-

ciety (USHS) normally coordinates
and runs Heritage Day to raise
funds for the UHC. Planning Her-
itage Day is an eight-month
process, usually beginning in Janu-
ary. This year, many COVID re-
strictions were still in place; our
annual general meeting, at which
we put out an appeal for a Heritage
Day organizer, was held virtually.
We did not have a “taker” for the
organizer role, mainly because our
membership is an aging one; the
older members do not want to com-
mit the time to plan, organize and
execute such an event, and most of
our "younger" members work full
time and/or have young families. 
In addition, this year, a number of

things led to almost all of the board
members being unable to work on
Heritage Day and give it the atten-
tion it demanded. Jessica Lanziner,
the curator of the UHC at the time,
was made aware of this fact, and it
was agreed that, for this year, the
UHC would coordinate Heritage
Day and the USHS would support
it in any way it could, which it did.
Ms. Lanziner left the UHC at the

end of July, leaving coordination of
Heritage Day in the very capable

hands of the museum’s program-
ming & events coordinator, with as-
sistance from the township’s
tourism development coordinator.
Together they, along with museum
staff, put together an event that we
feel was the best it could be in a
not-quite-post-COVID world. We
know that many vendors and ex-
hibitors were already booked else-
where for that date, and other
vendors and exhibitors dropped out
of attending at the eleventh hour.
Despite this, Heritage Day 2022
celebrated the USHS’s 50th An-
niversary quietly, with those who
care about the museum and the his-
tory of Uxbridge the most. And we
congratulate the UHC for doing an
exceptional job of putting on Her-
itage Day 2022 in these strange
times and circumstances.
As for Ms. Macbeth’s yearning for

the old “Steam Threshing Days”, we
would like to clarify that the big
machines of yesteryear can no
longer attend events like Heritage
Day because insurance rates for
those who own these machines are
too high to warrant the transport,
etc., involved.
We are already preparing for Her-

itage Day 2023, and invite anyone
who wishes to volunteer and help
coordinate this wonderful family
event to contact the USHS and
help us as we prepare.
We are passionate about keeping

the UHC alive, spreading the word
about Uxbridge’s exceptional his-
tory, and we look forward to seeing
you at Heritage Day 2023!

The Uxbridge-Scott 
Historical Society Board

Re: Lutheran Church relocation

The members of Goodwood
Uxbridge Lutheran Church are
happy to announce that, as of this
Sunday, September 11, they will be
begin to conduct their twice
monthly worship services at the
Uxbridge Free Methodist Church
on 81 Reach Street, Uxbridge. The
initial service will be at 3 p.m. It
will include the rite of Ordination
for Sherland Chhangur, who will be
installed as the part time pastor of
the congregation. He can be
reached at 416-417-0379. Subse-
quent worship services will be at 11
a.m.
The congregation was established

in 2012 by members of the
Lutheran community who had
moved to the region. They were
able to rent worship space in Good-
wood United Church until 2020,
when the church closed its facilities
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The worshippers continued
their services at various venues, in-
cluding farm homes and barns.
They are excited to be able to move
to a new permanent location. If you
do not belong to a congregation,
you are most welcome to join us for
worship and fellowship. 
Pastor Peeter Vanker helped the

congregation set down initial roots,
and he continues to be active in  its
ministry. Arthur Schickedanz is the
chair person. He can be reached at
416-540-7060. 

Shanta Chhangur
Goodwood Uxbridge 

Lutheran Church

Letters to the Editor

We’re very excited about the return of the Uxbridge Fall Fair this weekend.
Friday and Saturday look great weather-wise; the jury is still out on Sun-
day. We’re looking forward to the rides, the exhibits, all the vendors, the
yummy fair food... That is, if we can afford the yummy fair food.
Last week, a letter to the editor writer expressed dismay over the cost of

food that was available from the only food vendor on site. ($13 plus for
peameal on a bun, if we recall.) Our own Roger Varley witnessed the same
exorbitant prices at Art in the Park the week before. Will the 16 vendors
slated to be at the Fair be the same?
We know that inflation is, well, inflating right now, and that the cost of

everything seems to be going through the roof. A simple bag of grocery sta-
ples can set one back $100 or more. It seems that we’re fast approaching a
situation where many of us will have to choose between eating or paying
rent or paying the electricity bill. Which is unconscionable, considering
those at the top, those who own the companies that provide all we think
we need, are still raking in the dough, recording profits in the millions. It
isn’t complicated economics that run the world, it isn’t supply chain issues,
it’s plain, simple greed. Even supply and demand no longer works accord-
ing to definition. Instead of “when there’s less, the cost is high, when there’s
more, the cost is low,” it’s “when there’s less, the cost is high, and when
there’s more, the cost is still high because then we (the manufacturer, etc.)
earn MORE!”
It’s a good thing the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank just received a new

fridge from the Dairy Farmers of Ontario. We’re willing to bet that more
and more people are going to need to partake of its generous services. And
as more of us are hit in the pocketbook and unable to buy extra food to do-
nate, food banks are going to suffer right when they’re needed most.

Buying a cardboard box full of greasy french fries smothered in gravy and
a footlong hot dog is as much a part of the Fall Fair experience as rigged
carnival games are. We hope we won’t need a bank loan to buy french fries. 

Our two cents
Your soul for a hot dog, please
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"Schoolbag in hand, she leaves home in the early
morning, waving goodbye with an absent-
minded smile."

Those opening lines of the song "Slipping
Through My Fingers" by ABBA are almost
guaranteed to bring tears to the eyes of one
particular friend of mine. I'm quite sure they
have caused many a parent to tear up over the
years.
This week, whether they knew the words to

the song or not, I'll bet a lot of parents felt
that tug on the heart strings as they watched
their youngsters head back to school or head
to school for the first time ever. I can't think
of any other time of the year when so many
people are affected in one way or another by
the passage of time.
It has ever been thus. I remember my eldest

son's first day of school as if it was yesterday,
even though it was over 50 years ago.

But this year, back-to-school might be even
more of a wrench than usual, for both parents
and students. Here in Ontario, all COVID-
19 protocols and restrictions have been lifted
when it comes to the classroom: no masks re-
quired, no social distancing, no mandates.
On top of that, the province's chief medical
officer of health has announced that it's quite
okay to attend school even if you have
COVID-19. And Stephen Lecce, the minister
of education, has declared the schools will re-
main open all year long, with no shutdowns.
I cannot imagine the uncertainty many par-
ents are feeling today.

First, that the CMOH would make such a
statement is, to my mind, unthinkable and
clearly shows that his pronouncement is
based on politics and not on his training as a
doctor. Secondly, that Lecce, who has ab-
solutely no background in education at all
other than he went to school as a child,
should make such a pronouncement is ridicu-
lous, given that we know he doesn't own a
crystal ball. The provincial government is in
talks with unions representing teachers and
support staff and, while everyone hopes the
negotiations lead to new contracts, the possi-
bility of strike action is still there. Perhaps
Lecce knows something we don't know.

However, having said all that, I have a few
words to offer to students, whether you're en-
tering Grade 12 or starting your first day at
school. First of all, you have to be there
whether you like it or not, so why not decide
to like it from the get-go. You likely will not
enjoy every course or subject you take, but
those are the ones where you need to buckle
down and apply yourself. On the other hand,
the classes you do like will be a breeze. Of
course, there will be teachers you like and
teachers you don't like. The trick is to show
the teachers you don't like that you can do
the work, even if they think you can't. What
better way to prove them wrong? And for the
teachers you do like, what better way to show
your appreciation than by acing their courses?
When I was a schoolboy, way, way back in

the dark ages, I was fortunate enough to at-
tend a school where every master (we didn't
call them teachers) had a university degree, as
was shown by their different coloured cowls
on the academic gowns they wore at every
morning assembly. This didn't necessarily
make them all good teachers, but it showed
that they knew their subjects. My best sub-
jects were English, History and Geography -
(little wonder I became a reporter) - mainly
because those teachers grabbed their students'
attention. Imagine an English teacher ex-
plaining the meaning of an American swear
word (found in a story we were studying) that
was new to us and doing it in such a way that
it satisfied our curiosity without promoting
its use. Imagine a history teacher who didn't
mind too much if you got some dates con-
fused as long as you were aware of the reasons
and causes and consequences of historical
events.

Now, admittedly, I left school as soon as I
could because I didn't like it that much, but
it's amazing what conclusions years of retro-
spective thinking can produce: To whit, I
wish I had applied myself more fully to my
studies when I had the chance. I might have
done a whole lot more with my life.
To all my old masters, thank you for trying

and I'm sorry for letting you down. Or, more
to the point, for letting myself down.
Tell me, am I wrong?

The sign always hung in my father’s office,
right over the spot where he worked. That
happened to be just above his typewriter (in a
time before computers) where Dad pumped
out many millions of words in a life-long
writing career. But Dad had installed this sign
over his work space for those days at his office
in the basement of our house when maybe
the spirit to actually put fingers on keys occa-
sionally eluded him or when he periodically
felt unmotivated.
“Nothing gets done,” the sign read, “until

the seat of the pants hits the seat of the chair.”
My father, Alex Barris, wrote probably a

thousand radio, television and movie scripts,
hundreds of columns for newspapers and pe-
riodicals, scores of screenplays and at least
half a dozen books at that typewriter in his
basement office. And I frankly doubt that he
ever needed encouragement, coaxing or cajol-
ing to put the seat of his pants on the seat of
his chair. My father was self-motivated. He
started to work as a freelance writer beginning
in the 1950s (when most people couldn’t spell
“freelance” much less do it). Today’s parlance
for “freelancing” is working in the “gig econ-
omy” or among those working from home
during the pandemic, “remote work.”
At last count, according to an Angus Reid

survey (published by H&R Block) in April
2022, about 13 per cent of Canadians re-
ported working in the gig economy. The sur-
vey defined it as freelance or contract work in
such work as Airbnb, Uber, dog walking,
couriers and commission-only sales to name a
few categories. Particularly since the pan-
demic lockdowns of 2020 and 2021, nearly a
million other Canadians surveyed joined the
freelance workforce because they were forced
to work from home. Nearly 20 per cent of
Canadians told the survey they’d never
worked in the gig economy but would try it
in order to make ends meet. Finally, the sur-
vey revealed more than half of the working
population had no interest in the world of
freelance whatsoever.
The survey offered some of the pros and

cons of working for oneself. On the upside, it
listed such positives as being able to pocket
cash made immediately on payment (rather
than waiting for a corporation to make de-
ductions, file and release funds). It also recog-
nized potential tax advantages; with more
declared income, the survey noted, gig work-
ers have more room to contribute to RRSPs
and other tax shelters. On the downside, free-

lance service workers face the difficult task of
keeping track of tips, because they’re taxable
income. And if gig earnings exceed $30,000 a
year, the freelancer has to register for a GST
or HST number. (As a freelancer for nearly
50 years, I truly resented when Brian Mul-
roney introduced the GST in 1991, making
me a part-time accountant submitting quar-
terly goods and services reports.)
But all that is the tangible baggage that free-

lancers carry. I think the Angus Reid survey-
ors missed the essence of a freelance / gig /
remote work-life existence. First the freedom.
Depending on the nature of the work com-
mitments, freelancers can specialize or gener-
alize their skill sets. As long as they meet
deadlines (set by themselves or their clients)
they can schedule their labour whenever it
suits. Even at my busiest times, as a freelancer,
I managed to balance the demands of writing
commitments with the pleasures of attending
family moments. I attended school concerts,
plays and graduations where some of my
friends in staff positions couldn’t. And most
liberating of all, I’ve juggled the writing that
had to be done, with the writing I wanted to
do.

Of course, the elephant in the room now –
with the end of stay-at-home pandemic re-
strictions – is that many businesses forced to
allow their employees to work from home are
calling them back to the office. Large corpo-
rations (particularly those with empty office
towers such as financial institutions, life in-
surance companies and department stores)
want those downtown spaces re-occupied.
Particularly now, with summer officially over,
some of the big banks and law firms have
mandated office attendance. They say it’s all
about the role that teamwork and collabora-
tion plays in productivity and the bottom
line. But now more than ever, former office
workers who’ve experienced the benefits (and
pleasures) of a work-at-home alternative are
pushing back. Some business observers call it
“a collision course” between remote work and
the culture of 9 to 5.
My father’s basement office space is long

gone. So too is the sign that hung over his
typewriter. But among those members of my
family who’ve cultivated freelance lives, the
seat of the pants continues to hit the seat of
the chair and get the work done.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Home is where the work is

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

To all my teachers: thank you. And sorry!



by Justyne Edgell

School buses will be flashing a little
differently this year, and most drivers
aren’t even aware of the change. 

Motorists are used to the red flash-
ing lights and the extended stop sign
arm that indicates the bus is stopping
to pick up a student, but as a further
safety precaution, a new amber light
warning system has been put in
place. 

Just days ago, the province an-
nounced that, effective Sept. 6, as a
school bus approaches a stop, it will

turn on the flashing amber lights, in-
dicating that it is approaching a stop.
is is meant to give other drivers ad-
vanced notice of the stop, in hopes of
reducing the number of motorists
who miss or ignore the stop warning
lights and illegally pass the school
bus. Once the bus is stopped and the
stop arms are extended at both the
left side and the front of the bus, the
amber lights will turn off and the red
lights will turn on.
e new amber lights are located at

the top of the bus, next to the red
flashing lights.

In an Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) news release, OPP officers re-
mind drivers to be observant, espe-
cially in the first few weeks getting
back on the school schedule. 

“Patience on the part of drivers is
encouraged as many young children
will be excited on their return to
school," the release said. "is means
they might require extra time board-
ing and departing the bus.

“A zero-tolerance approach will be
taken. Motorists encountering a
stopped school bus that has its safety
lights and equipment activated shall
stop before reaching the bus and shall
not proceed until the bus moves or
the safety lights and equipment have
been deactivated," it added.

e new amber lights may confuse
drivers, however, as many are not
aware of the new school bus proce-
dure.

“I didn’t know a thing about the
new lights until you asked me just
now,” says Uxbridge resident Margot
Sebon. “I’m used to the red flashing
lights and the stop arm, etc., but
these new amber lights are new to
me.”
Drivers who fail to stop for a school

bus face fines between $400 and
$2,000, and up to six demerit points.
ose caught offending on multiple
occasions face jail time. 

If you witness motorists failing to
stop for a school bus, you can report
them by calling 1-888-310-1122
with vehicle description, license plate
number and direction of travel.

Thursday, September 8, 20226The Uxbridge Cosmos

News flash - school buses sporting new flashing lights
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by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

As the Cosmos recently reported in
the first of our series on taxation
leading up to the Oct. 24 municipal
election, your property taxes not only
comprise a major portion of revenues
for the tier-one municipality known
as the Township of Uxbridge. A sub-
stantial piece of your tax dollar also
goes to the tier-two municipality, the
Region of Durham, which we’ll dis-
cuss next week. And a third piece is
forwarded to your local school dis-
trict (taking 14 per cent of residential
property taxes in 2022, and 35 per
cent of commercial/industrial ones).
But who decides on the rate of taxa-
tion, by what process do the school

districts receive the funds, what por-
tion of their revenue budget is com-
prised by them, and most
importantly, how is that money spent
on the education of your children?

Property taxes: e Ontario Min-
ister of Finance sets education tax
rates annually. Municipalities bill for
and collect property taxes, then remit
the education property taxes to their
local school boards on a quarterly
basis. In 2022,  75.4 per cent of the
Uxbridge taxes for education went to
the English Public board, 22.6 per
cent went to English Catholic, 0.7
per cent to French Public and 1.3 per
cent to French Catholic. An impor-
tant point is that education taxes do
not cover the full cost of education –
only about a quarter, on average. e

remainder of the funding is provided
to school boards by the Ministry of
Education through grants. e Min-
istry determines the total amount of
funding each school board is entitled
to receive in the year under the
Grants for Student Needs (GSN).  
Education taxes (which come from
property taxes) do not cover the full
cost of education – only about a
quarter, on average.
e provincial government allocates

funds to school boards based on a
number of factors including: number
of students and schools; preponder-
ance of special education students;
rate of students with English or
French as a second language; percent-
age of Indigenous students; and geo-
graphical features, such as having
small schools or schools far apart.
Trustees: On Oct. 24, you will elect

a trustee to the board of whichever
school district you have chosen to
support (English public or Catholic,
or French public or Catholic). Even
if you have no children, if your chil-
dren go to a private school or are
home-schooled, you are still obliged
to support one of these four boards
with your property taxes. e
trustees have these powers in the ed-
ucation system:
– establishing a board’s mission, vi-

sion, values, goals and climate
– developing multi-year board plans

to achieve the board’s goals, consult-
ing with parents, students and sup-

...continued on next page
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3 Brock Street West

WE HAVE FALL FAIR “FARE” FOR YOU TO TAKE HOME
AND ENJOY AVAILABLE RIGHT IN OUR STORE!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

CAR OF THE WEEK - Last Thursday’s
Cruise In was an appreciation night and
dedicated to the late Jim Hird. The feature
vehicle was a 1978 Lil’ Red Express, driven
by Jim's goddaughter, Karla Koogje and it
was Jim Hird's pride and joy. There were
over 350 cars on site, the 50/50 was $650,
the food bank raised $1,350 and 50
pounds of food. There will be no show this
Thursday, but there will be a cruise-in at
the Uxbridge Fall Fair on Sunday at 11 a.m.
Next cruise-in is on Sept. 15, and the theme
is Muscle Car. Submitted photo

TOO MUCH 
HOUSE? 

 
Downsizing can seem like a 

large task. Let me help. 
 

Complimentary 
Cleaning & Staging 

 
Packing & Decluttering 
Assistance 

 
Painters & Trades on call 
for repairs 

 
I specialize in helping my clients  

prepare their home for market and 
help find the perfect home for 

 the next phase of life. 

Call or text to see how I can help. LEAH SPROTT 
Sales Representative 

(647) 994-1272 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. 

9 Main Street S., Uxbridge

Where Your Tax Dollar Goes -
How school boards get and spend your money

Let’s Fund Your Happy Place



Thursday, September 8, 20229The Uxbridge Cosmos

We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting
together to build our
network of business
connections, helping

each other be
successful.

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

Across
1  Corn ___
5  Plumbing joint
8  Comparable (to)
12  Flu symptoms
13  "___ bad!"
14  "Hot in Cleveland" actress 

Gilpin
15  Fraternity party attire
16  Rental car service
18  Recitation
20  Rocks
23  Necessities
27  Woman's wear
31  6th month on the Hebrew 

calendar
32  "The ___ Daba Honeymoon"
33  Acid alcohol compound
35  Bug
36  Document type
38  Can't get a word in this way?
40  Wanderer
42  Copenhagen natives
43  Nightclub (2 words)
47  Follow too closely (2 words)
50  Duffer's challenge
54  Jamacian fruit
55  Deer type
56  Bulgarian coin
57  Gaucho's weapon
58  Harry Potter's mailman
59  "... happily ___ after"

Down
1  Tangle
2  Self image
3  Summer month, abbr.
4  Picked up
5  Sicilian rumbler
6  Washerful
7  Lesotho coin
8  Highest point
9  Cognizance
10  Sep or traditional
11  Opposite of all
17  Dew Drop ___
19  Start on NC motto
20  Salmon's destination
21  It's a no-no
22  Take a piece from
24  Tiny
25  Edible seaweed
26  Large numbers
28  Bring into play
29  Common contraction
30  Yearling sheep
34  Modify
37  Showy bloom
39  Interweave
41  Tail wagging animal
44  Root
45  Put in it's place
46  Remove rind
47  Place to unwind
48  It's ___
49  Calamity
51  Race
52  Welcome, Maria!
53  Good thing to break

An education in taxes, from
previous page

porters of the board on the plan and
bringing feedback to the attention of
the board

– ensuring conditions in the board
promote student achievement and
well-being

– ensuring effective stewardship of
the school board’s budget and re-
sources
– making decisions about policy di-

rection. Overall policy decisions are
made by the trustees with input from
the community, and based on the ad-
vice of staff. Day-to-day decisions are
left to staff.
– hiring and reviewing the perform-

ance of the board’s director of educa-
tion
– participating in committees, such

as the Special Education Advisory
Committee, and the Parent Involve-
ment Committee, and participating
in quasi-judicial committees such as
those responsible for suspensions and
expulsions and special education ap-
peals.

Uxbridge Schools: e Durham
District School Board operates six
schools in the Township: Goodwood
Public, Scott Central Public (Sand-
ford), Quaker Village Public, Joseph
Gould Public, Uxbridge Public and
Uxbridge Secondary. e Durham
Catholic District School Board oper-
ates one, St. Joseph’s, located beside
Quaker Village Public. Many stu-
dents living in Uxbridge either do

not attend school (being home-
taught) or attend schools beyond the
municipal borders, either public or
private. But as noted above, their
parents must still pay education re-
lated property taxes.

In a related article later this fall,
we’ll dive deeper into Uxbridge’s cur-
rent seven schools, and a bit of his-
tory about our public education
system.

YOUR EDUCATION TAX DOLLARS AT WORK – This capital project, undertaken over the
summer at Uxbridge Public School, restoring the old building’s roof and bell tower, is only
partly paid for by your municipal property taxes. About 75 per cent of education funding in
Ontario comes through grants from the provincial Ministry of Education (still your taxes, by
another route). Photo by Conrad Boyce

Every September for the past 33
years (not including the past two,
however), the town of Uxbridge ex-
plodes into a community-wide fes-
tival of art and culture with the
Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts.
is year, the UCA team says it will
be staging a bit of a Celebration
throw-back by revisiting the festi-
val’s long-gone-but-not-forgotten
Music Night. 

Local jazz singer and songwriter
Whitney Ross-Barris revives that
tradition at the Uxbridge Music
Hall in a concert delivered with her
distinctive theatrical ease and air. 

It’s been many years since her last
appearance at the Music Hall.

“I essentially began my career in
performance there as a youth choir
kid,” explains Ross-Barris, “and I
have spent the last two and a half
years of this pandemic in relative
musical silence, so this seems like
the best way to re-enter as a per-
former and songwriter, by sharing
all my favourite songs – both old
and new -  with a Celebration audi-
ence in a beautiful and familiar old
place.”

Accompanying her on stage will be
a remarkable group of musicians -
local saxophonist and beloved
Uxbridge Secondary Sschool music
educator, Amy Peck; 2022 Juno
Award-nominated pianist and com-
poser Amanda Tosoff; and BC-born, 
Toronto-based bassist and composer
Lauren Falls. 

Celebration of the Arts runs
throughout September and October
and the Whitney Ross-Barris Quar-
tet concert will be held on Septem-
ber 17, at 7:30 p.m. at the Uxbridge
Music Hall. Tickets are $10-$25
and available online through Star
Ticketing at starticketing.com

“I am beyond thrilled to be celebrating the return of live music in my home town with an ex-
traordinary group of musicians.” - Whitney Ross-Barris
The Whitney Ross-Barris Quartet performs a classic and quirky mix of jazz, blues and original
music for the Celebration of the Arts at the Uxbridge Music Hall on September 17, 7:30 p.m.

Photo by Bill Beard

Celebration of the Arts revives its Music Night
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SERVICES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE Grass cutting
and trimming, garden weeding, small tree
removal. SENIOR DISCOUNT. Call Daniel or
Tony,  cell 289-988-2474.   9/8
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room? Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at
77 Brock St. W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations & scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-
550-8825.  
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family
Portraits Headshots, Product or Wed-
ding Photography. Web Design. Located in
Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520.
Email info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit
wrightwebphoto.com  Your Best Shot!
10/27
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care
in your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, cal-
louses & corns. Veterans welcome. Total Com-
fort Care 416-274-6765.   10/27
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters at
The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  9/29   
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results”. Interlocking, lawn

cutting, landscaping, spring and fall clean
ups, tree/hedge trimming. Follow on
Instagram - lawn_slide_services - contact
Noah, 647-523-6730 or email
lawnslide@gmail.com  Serving Uxbridge
and surrounding area.   9/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  9/29
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing, seamless eavestrough,
landscaping, electrical, plumbing, post re-
builders, mold, kitchen & bath, basements,
pot lights, stonework, cement, all roofing,
demolition. Arborist. Drywall & painting.
Licensed. 52 years experience. Senior
discount.. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell).    9/29

FOR RENT
HORSE FARM FOR RENT.
Goodwood/Roseville. Gated property. 8
stalls, 5 fenced paddocks. Small indoor and
outdoor sand rings. Asking $3,500, includes
utilities. 416-823-7534.   9/15
UXBRIDGE 2-BEDROOM BASEMENT
APARTMENT for rent. Parking. On-Site
Laundry, separate entrance, walk to
downtown. Large kitchen, spacious living
area. No smoking/pets. $1,500/mo. incl.

First & last required. Avail. Sept 1. 416-805-
3972   9/8

WANTED
PART-TIME SERVERS with Universal
Wings & Burgers.  Smart Serve required.
Apply at Universal Wings & Burgers
(Uxbridge location) or send resume to
wingsburgers37@gmail.com   9/22
EXPERIENCED TIRE TECHNICIAN. Full-
time. We also require an experienced
technician helper. Call 905-960-8473.   9/15
EXPERIENCED AUTO DISMANTLER.
Contract work. Call 404 Auto Recycling at
905-868-6921.   9/15

YARD SALES
YARD SALE: Saturday, Sept. 10, 10 a.m. -
5 p.m. No early birds please. 11120 Conc. 6.
In case of rain, it will be in the workshop. 

EVENTS
LEASKDALE LOOP DAY, Saturday,
September 10, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Discover
studios, farm markets, orchards, flower
farms, historical sites and more. Meet the
makers and feel good about what you take
home. www.leaskdaleloop.ca
MUSICFEST IS BACK AT REACHVIEW
VILLAGE. Since 1993, we have been
entertaining residents with all kinds of
music, dancing, joke-telling once a month on
the first Sunday at 10 - 11 a.m. For more info
please contact jo at 905-852-6487. 

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also.”        

James 2:26

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Lindsay Estate 
Online Auction 

Furniture, Antiques, and 
Household items 
Date TBA soon 

Consign your quality items 
to Gillanders today.



Submitted by John McLean,
Uxbridge Genealogy Group

Genealogical research is not easy.
Occasionally research is a straight-
line investigation through genera-
tions of ancestors. Uncovering
births, marriages and deaths, accom-
panied by letters and various docu-
ments expose the heart and soul of
one’s heritage. e pandemic gave
many of us an opportunity to delve
more fully into our ancestry, result-
ing in both successes and moments
of frustration.
ose of us who have been in-

volved in family history for years
understand that information gaps
are part of the research process.
Missing dates, misspelled place or
family names, sudden occupational
changes and perhaps inaccurate fam-
ily stories can send one down wrong
research paths. We have all been
there and those obstacles help to ex-
plain why some branches of our
families go back three generations
and others five or seven or more.
Research can involve many sources
including books, gravesites, webi-
nars and even your genetics.
e Uxbridge Genealogy Group

begins its 22nd year this September
in the Library and on Zoom. We
meet monthly and share a variety of

investigative sources and methods.
Outside speakers and local expertise
tackle a number of family history
topics. is month we will be look-
ing at genetics and the value DNA
has in connecting to new and often
distant cousins. e strategies being
discussed will assist experienced
family historians and can be of help

to those new to this engaging hobby.
Contact the group at uxbridgege-
nealogygroup@hotmail.com if you
would like to receive a Zoom invita-
tion or just to find out more about
the group. Alternatively, you could
come to the Library meeting room
on the lower level, ursday, Sept.
15 at 7 p.m.
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A Service for Roy will be held on 
Saturday, September 17, 2022, at 
the Presbyterian Church, 40 
Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, 
at 11:30 a.m.  
 
Immediately following the 
service, the family invites you to 
a reception and a time of 
fellowship.  
 

Donations in memory of Roy may be 
made to Community Living 
Durham North or the St. Andrew’s-
Chalmers Presbyterian Church. 
 
Arrangements entrusted to Low and 
Low Funeral Home, 1763 Reach 
Street, Port Perry (905-985-7331). 

HANSON, Roy

Uxbridge Genealogy Group: Helping to Uncover Your Family’s History 
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R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 
www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-4338 • Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor®

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor®

Marie Persaud 
Realtor®

Gwen Layton 
Realtor®

Shane Coxworth 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 416-500-6377

1159 STEWART LINE, CAVAN 
Under construction. 2-storey custom built,  

4 beds, 6 baths home on a private 100 acre lot. 
Finished walkout basement with a separate shop 

below the 3 car garage. $3,200,000.

FO
R 

SALE

Shane Coxworth, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 905-903-7965

COMING SOON TO THE 
BOBCAYGEON AREA! 

2+1 bed, 2 bath home within minutes to 
downtown Bobcaygeon! Detached 2 car 
heated garage on just over half an acre! 

COMING 

SOON!

Privacy, small acreage, sloping lot, 
adjacent to Glen Major forest, excellent 

location in South Uxbridge. 
Time to build that dream home!  

Call me to discuss.

Gwen Layton, Realtor® 
www.GwenLayton.ca 

Cell: 647-991-3276

CHARMING 2 BEDROOM BUNGALOW 
on picturesque lot overlooking farm fields  

and beautifully manicured perennial 
gardens. Heated workshop & triple-car 

garage. Price reduced to $969,000.

Marie Persaud, Realtor® 
www.MariePersaud.ca 

Cell: 416-970-8979

Judy Esmonde, Broker 
www.JudyEsmonde.com 

Cell: 416-677-8709

Gerald Lawrence, Realtor® 
www.MultipleListings.ca 

Cell: 416-556-0238

1 bed, 1 bath 1st floor condo. 
Approx 837sq.ft. open concept.  

Large covered balcony.  
Quick walk into town and trails.

All brick 2 storey home, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
finished basement, 2 car garage, 

100' x 174' lot 

Call Judy today for more details!

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com 
The Global Luxury Difference
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