
COMMUNITY COMING TOGETHER - Tractors of all sizes and ages, trucks large and small made their way from the Smith farm, north of Sandford, down Conc. 4
to the Hulshof farm last Wednesday afternoon to support the Hulshof family and celebrate the life of Aiden Hulshof, 16, who passed away suddenly earlier this month.

Photo by John Cavers

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Municipal Election Day is next Monday, Oct.
24, and the Township wants to remind eligible
voters of the various ways to submit a com-
pleted ballot.

“Above all, do NOT wait until the last
minute!” exclaims Township clerk Debbie Ler-
oux. “Avoid the line ups, it will be super busy
here at the township office.”

To avoid ballot confusion on Monday, here
are the ways to do your civic duty and vote. 

Leroux begins by stating that everyone who
was on the eligible voters list should have re-
ceived a vote-by-mail kit in the mail. If you did
not receive your kit, you are invited to go to

the township office (51 Toronto St. S.) and
pick one up. You will be required to sign an
oath that you have not already voted, township
staff will check that you are on the voters list,
and you will then be given a new voter’s kit.
You can take your kit away with you, or fill out
the ballot at a private station in the township
office.  
“We will also change any errors that might be

an issue on the voters list, like the recently
changed postal codes,” says Leroux. 

Leroux does stress that vote-by-mail kits/bal-
lots should not be submitted by Canada Post,
as they may not be returned in time for the
Oct. 24, 8 p.m. deadline.

Vote-by-mail kits/ballots can be dropped off

at the municipal office on Toronto Street dur-
ing normal business hours (8:30 a.m. - 4:30
p.m.). The office will also be open today
(Thursday, Oct. 20) until 7 p.m., and will also
be open on Saturday, Oct. 22, from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m. The ballot drop box is located at
the clerk’s office.  
“They can also drop their ballots off in the red

barn drop box that’s out front of the building,”
says Leroux. “It gets checked several times a
day.”

Finally, any voter who has a vote-by-mail kit
and is having trouble is invited to call 905-852-
9181 and township staff will help. 
“Or bring it in to the office, we’re here to help!

So pop in or give a call!” says Leroux. 

Township offers reminders on how to submit ballots for election

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 
MAIN STREET, UXBRIDGE   
-Prime location with good visibility  
-Close to downtown core 
-C3 zoning, allowing many uses  
-Currently multiple residence   

$739,000  Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

CAREFREE 
CONDO 

LIFESTYLE
1,000 sq.ft., 2 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, balcony, 
storage. Available 

November 1. 
1 parking spot.

Offered for lease at $2900 
per month plus utilities.

How to beat the flu bug this fall  •  Uxbridge has a new fire truck  •  Writing duo steals John Hancock
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www.comFLEX.ca

Patrick Bryant 
Broker of Record  

905-439-2033

Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers under contract
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for the Month of 

October, 2022  
All regularly scheduled Council/Committee 

Meetings are in recess until the Inaugural 
meeting of Council Monday,  

November 21, 2022. 
Monday, October 24 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY  
Proclamations 

October - Neurodiversity Education and 
Neurodivergent Acceptance Month 

2022 – Year of the Garden

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required for these positions are 

available at https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers/  
Current Opportunities 

Crossing Guards - Closing Date Extended  
Board and Committee Appointment Opportunities 

2022 Santa Claus Parade Committee - Closing Date Extended  
�e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in accordance with the Accessibility for 
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). �e Township of 
Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the recruitment and selection and/or assessment process 
to applicants with disabilities and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is collected 
under the authority of �e Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

Road Closures 
• Lake Ridge Road (Reg. Rd. 23) from 100m north of Myrtle Road 

(Reg. Rd. 5) to 1.6 km north of Chalk Lake Road will be minor tra�c 
delays for construction work between August 22, 2022 – September 
2023. 

• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) from north of Durham Reg. Rd. 
39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Rd., East Gwillimbury 
will be closed for bridge repairs, to 2024. 

What’s Coming Up at the Uxbridge 
Historical Centre

Attention All Pet Owners!  
Please help keep our community clean by 
picking up after your dogs, and keeping them 

leashed at all times other than 
when visiting the o�-leash 
dog park. Not only is it the 
responsible thing to do, it’s 
also the polite thing to do. 
Let’s continue to keep 
Uxbridge a clean and safe 
environment we can all enjoy!



by Justyne Edgell

Fall threatens the arrival of cooler
temperatures, and flu season…and
we can’t forget about COVID-19
just yet. Ontario’s healthcare system
is already feeling the pressure of cold
and flu season, and it hasn’t even re-
ally yet begun. What follows here is
an update on the upcoming flu sea-
son, and what “jabs” can be had to
protect yourself.

For the past two years there have
been significantly fewer cases of in-
fluenza than a typical flu season.
With a variety of safety precautions
in place meant to stop the spread of
the COVID-19 virus, the regular flu
had a hard time making its usual
rounds. 
To estimate an upcoming flu season

impact, Canada looks to Australia, as
it experiences its flu season earlier in
the year. Dr. Isaac Bogoch, an infec-
tious diseases specialist with the Uni-
versity Health Network, says that
“their flu season started earlier than
usual; it came in like a lion and they
actually had a pretty rough influenza
season, all things considered.” He
also notes that Australia saw an in-
crease in influenza cases requiring
hospitalization.

is year, the spread of influenza in-
fections is already being seen. e
provincial healthcare system, espe-
cially paediatric care, is already feel-
ing the heat of coughs, colds, and
flus. With kids back in school, there
has been a sizeable jump in viral ill-
nesses, COVID-19, and the flu, leav-
ing paediatric hospital beds in dire
straits, reports local doctor Carlye
Jensen. 
“At this point it doesn't matter if it’s

COVID or not, it’s the overall bur-
den of viruses right now that’s really
wreaking havoc on our healthcare
system,” says Jensen. 

Likely due to two years of masking
and with immune systems sup-
pressed after a COVID infection,
children appear to be more severely
affected by viral illnesses this year.   

“We’re seeing this massive tsunami
of viruses. e vast majority of kids
are getting a runny nose and are fine,
but a substantial portion are needing
some type of medical care, and not
infrequently, a brief hospitalization,”
says Jensen.

She also says she’s very concerned
that the hallway medicine recently
seen for adult patients will soon
translate to paediatric care, noting
that there are already paediatric pa-

tients who have needed to stay in the
emergency room as there is no space
in the ward.
While this surge is mostly affecting

paediatrics across the province,
Uxbridge is seeing higher volumes
overall. 
“We did get an outbreak at Douglas

Crossing, where five patients needed
to be hospitalized,” says Jensen.
“When you have a 20-bed hospital
and 25 per cent of those beds are
from one retirement home, that’s
substantial. And it’s not people com-
ing from long term care, it’s a retire-
ment home. ese are people who

are living somewhat independently
and come in needing oxygen and
supportive care”

Jensen stresses that this is not just
COVID, it’s a whole host of viruses,
and influenza will soon add to this
list. “e reason we haven't seen this 

...continued on page 14
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com Voting is your democratic right in this country.  

YOUR VOTE CAN  
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE.   

 
Please drop off your ballot to the Township  

office on or before Monday, October 24. 
 

Gail Sanderson, Uxbridge resident.

Fall means flu - and extra stress on healthcare
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Thank you for Conrad Boyce’s se-
ries on our Township Empire. It
puts us all in touch with what
Uxbridge has to offer, but I want to
respond to his small piece regarding
police service. 
Mr. Boyce compares Uxbridge to

Deep River. Having spent time in
Deep River (admittedly years ago)
there is really no comparison be-
tween us. Deep River is isolated and
may be termed as more of a scien-
tific/academic community peopled
by folks more inclined to be agree-
able. Uxbridge is more inclined to
suffer problems due our proximity
to the city. Our township also has
many more people than Deep River
area. 
Policing the town of Uxbridge

would indeed be much cheaper
than supporting the Regional Po-
lice, but how often would we have
to call on their help for accident in-
vestigation, homicide, and major
crime as well as mental situations
that require in depth special train-
ing. Would a small municipal serv-
ice also cover the entire township? 

As Mr. Boyce points out, some de-
bate is needed. I think we would
best be served by having the
Durham Regional Police Service
commit to a much more visible and
continued presence in our town.  

Dave Jones 
Uxbridge

On behalf of the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge, I would like to thank the
various partners and volunteers who
made our recent Thanksgiving Din-
ner for Seniors a real success. 
First a very big THANK YOU to

Zehrs for providing all the food for

our dinners - your generosity is sec-
ond to none. 
Secondly, thanks to the Uxbridge

Legion - your kitchen was the per-
fect size for all the cooking we
needed to do. 

Urban Pantry, we thank you for
supplying the takeout containers -
your assistance made this an envi-
ronmentally-friendly way to deliver
the hot meals. 
Thanks also to the local Salvation

Army branch for helping us find
community members who enjoyed
receiving a dinner as much as we
enjoyed making them. 
Finally, thank you to the members

of the Rotary Club who volunteered
to bake sweets, peel vegetables, pre-
pare stuffing, carve turkeys, package
up the food, deliver it to addresses
around town, and clean up the
kitchen after all was sent out. It was
a real change from our previous in-
person dinners, but a worthwhile
community service project for our
seniors. 

Nancy Melcher
Seniors Thanksgiving 
Dinner Coordinator, 

Rotary Club of Uxbridge 

Annually, the Royal Canadian Le-
gion conducts its Poppy Campaign.
This year it runs from Oct. 28 - Nov.
11, 2022.  We are very pleased to an-
nounce that we will be returning to
holding a parade, a live Remem-
brance Day Service and the laying of
wreaths.  

Poppy Fund donations are strictly
regulated and must only be used for
the benefit of veterans and their fam-
ilies. Some of the programs include
the “Operation Leave the Streets Be-

hind” Program, a program designed
to ensure that every veteran who is
homeless or near homeless finds the
help they need. Should you ever en-
counter a homeless veteran, please
contact us so that we can reach out
and see if we can be of service. 
The Ontario Command Charitable

Foundation assists community veter-
ans welfare, programs for aging vet-
erans, medical research, medical
equipment and bursaries. Our own
Uxbridge Hospital has been the re-
cipient of several donations from this
Foundation.

Acknowledgement of wreaths and
donations will be noted on social
media, on a banner and in the local
newspaper. If you would like to pur-
chase a wreath (the Legion receives
$10 - $15 of the purchase) or make a
donation (the Legion receives the full
donation), please complete the form
on page 8 of this newspaper and re-
turn to us. 
If you are a business that would

like a Poppy Counter Box and did
not receive one last year, please let
us know. 
We are pleased to again offer lawn

signs as a fundraiser. We are proud
to say these are locally sourced. An
order from for the lawn signs can be
found on page 6 of this newspaper. 
If there are any questions or you

would like more information, please
do not hesitate to contact me by 
email at
uxbridgelegionpoppy@gmail.com
or  call the Legion at 905-852-5293
and leave me a message.

Gloria Eng, 
1st Vice, Poppy Chairperson

Poppy Campaign 2022
Uxbridge Legion Br. 170

Letters to the Editor

In July, the International Society of Weekly Newspaper Editors (ISWNE)
held its annual conference, and during the conference, created a list of
“best practices” for an editorial page like this one. The first point the rather
lengthy list made - “Build slowly. A page...requires a consistent approach
that will appeal to readers.” Another suggestion: “Develop a 1-2 punch.”
Yet another: “Be sure that all readers can understand the basics of what
you’re talking about.”
We’re going to try that here.
First “punch” - there is a municipal election happening on Monday, Oct.

24. Of all the various elections in which we are lucky enough to partici-
pate, municipal ones are perhaps the most important because it is in the
municipal government that the rubber really hits the road, so to speak.
Everything the municipal government does affects us. Several residents have
put themselves out there to represent us in this government - honour their
offer of service by voting.

Here’s where the second “punch” lands - VOTE. We cannot stress this
enough. Get on the voter’s list, take your vote-by-mail kit in, leave all ex-
cuses at home and VOTE. Vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote
vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote vote  
There. A slow build, a 1-2 punch, and we’re pretty sure what we’re trying

to say is easy to understand. 
Monday. October 24, 2022. VOTE.

Our two cents
Guess what you’re doing next Monday

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900 
 
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
E-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca    Web site: Thecosmos.ca 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.   
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of 
The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a 
name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. 
The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
tisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, 
and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

9,600 copies of the 
Cosmos are published 
each Thursday in the 
Township of Uxbridge 
and delivered by 
Canada Post.
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A news report this week regarding Premier
Doug Ford's radio interview with Bill Carroll
contains this quote attributed to the premier:
"A mayor gets the big office, the big title and
he has one vote. Why run for mayor then?"
That quote should tell you a lot about what

public service means to Doug Ford.
He made the statement in regards to the

municipal election in Ottawa, where all can-
didates for the position of mayor have stated
publicly that they will not use the "super
mayor" powers Ford has designated for the
mayors of Toronto and Ottawa.Those pow-
ers, which Ford has bestowed like some feu-
dal lord, include allowing the mayors of the
two cities to set the municipal budget, hire
and fire department heads and veto any legis-
lation that conflicts with "provincial inter-
ests."
The fact that all the Ottawa mayoral candi-

dates have declared they won't use those
powers would indicate they have offered
themselves up for public service, not power.
Ford's quote would indicate he ran for the
premiership not to serve the people of On-
tario but for the power that comes with the
office.

And how is he using that power? He's using
it to push for highways that only developers
seem to want, to kill off wind and solar en-
ergy projects, to stash away billions of dollars
in health funding so that a forecast deficit
magically transforms into a surplus and to
continually deny worthwhile pay increases to
public sector workers.

He did not use his power to do anything to
end the occupation of Ottawa by the “Free-
dom Convoy.” Indeed, the former mayor of
Ottawa and the prime minister have both
said that Ford failed in his responsibilities
when it came to the occupation. Ford has
blustered that he "stood shoulder to shoul-
der" with the federal government's decision
to invoke the Emergency Act in order to end
the occupation, but he never visited the city
even once during that time. Nor would he
meet with federal and city officials to discuss
how the occupation should be handled and
ended. He basically stood by and did noth-
ing.

In fact, Ford has been missing in action for
most of the time he has been premier. He has
"the big office" and "the big title," but
prefers to spend most of his time at his cot-
tage in the Muskokas.
Ford claims the "strong mayors" edict will

enable municipalities to build the thousands
and thousands of affordable homes the
province needs by cutting red tape and bu-
reaucracy and speeding up development ap-
provals. Gee, did I mention developers
somewhere else here? Just about everything
Ford does is aimed at helping developers. He
hadn't been premier too long before he pro-
posed allowing development on the Oak
Ridges Moraine and the Green Belt.
Getting back to his quote, Ford asks why

anyone would run for the position of mayor
if they only have one vote, the same as any
councillor. I'd go out on a limb and say most
people who run for mayor - or any public of-
fice - do so because they feel they can make a
contribution to their community. They have
ideas they would like to bring forward, im-
provements they would like to see made and,
most importantly, a desire to see municipal
affairs run with the best interests of the com-
munity in mind. That definitely was not the
case when Ford's brother, Rob, was mayor of
Toronto and Doug was one of his council-
lors. Just about every day was a clown show
at Toronto city council. In fact, Doug Ford's
arbitrary cutting of the size of Toronto coun-
cil and his imposition of the "strong mayor"
edict shows just how much disdain he has for
municipal councils.
Ford has said he will extend the "strong

mayor" powers to other mayors next year, in-
cluding in Markham and Vaughan - if this
"experiment" works. Hopefully, the rejection
of these powers by the Ottawa mayoral can-
didates will tell Ford the experiment isn't
working. Heaven forbid the mayors of
Markham and Vaughan should be given
these powers. We've all seen what rampant,
unchecked development has done to those
two municipalities. One shudders to think
how much worse it could be.
Tell me, am I wrong?

He stood at the lectern in front of hundreds
of us. A lit cigarette dangled from his left
hand (they were allowed indoors back then).
He spoke almost entirely without notes, as if
his words were a credo he’d crafted over years
until the message came out as his own. I’m
paraphrasing now, but here’s what this man
from Quebec said on stage at the University
of Toronto’s Convocation Hall that day:

“We are heirs to a fantastic adventure – an
early America that was almost entirely
French,” he said. “We are heirs to an obstinate
group which has kept alive that portion of
French America we call Quebec…”
The year was 1969. I’d sat mesmerized for

the better part of 90 minutes inside Convoca-
tion Hall, listening to the man who wanted to
lead Quebec out of Canada. René Lévesque
was an avowed separatist, but I found his ar-
gument about the survival of French culture,
language and religion so compelling I nearly
became a convert to his argument. “This is
how we differ from other men and especially
other North Americans,” he concluded. “This
basic difference we cannot surrender...”
René Lévesque founded the Parti Québécois

in the 1960s, and he openly campaigned to
lead his home province out of Canada, to sep-
arate. By 1970, his PQ had garnered 25 per
cent of the vote. By 1976, it had become the
provincial government and unveiled contro-
versial Bill 101, whose stated goal was to
make French “the normal and everyday lan-
guage of work, instruction, communication,
commerce and business,” and one day to be-
come the official language of a distinct nation
landlocked inside Canada. Because I had wit-
nessed his oratory in person and listened to
his arguments for years, I felt great sympathy
for his efforts to preserve French language and
culture. He made sense, even if I didn’t sup-
port his goal – to make Quebec separate.

In contrast, I offer the recent rhetoric of
Danielle Smith, the newly installed Premier
of Alberta who wishes to affirm the authority
of the Alberta Legislature to refuse provincial
enforcement of specific federal laws or poli-
cies “that violate the jurisdictional rights of
Alberta.” During her campaign to succeed
Jason Kenney as leader of the United Conser-
vative Party (and thereby become premier),
Smith claimed that “the majority of Albertans
are frustrated with … attacks on Alberta by

our federal government, and want effective
action to deal with the ‘Ottawa Problem.’”

Smith’s so-called Sovereignty Act sounds an
awful lot like a prelude to separation, but she
makes none of the compelling arguments that
Lévesque did 50 years ago. If all she can con-
jure as the demon is an “Ottawa Problem,”
and all she can offer as antidote is a provincial
law to allow Alberta MLAs to vote freely on a
“special motion” that Ottawa is violating Al-
berta’s rights, I think she’s skating on pretty
thin ice. Eric Adams, a University of Alberta
professor of constitutional law, says her Sover-
eignty Act “is of dubious constitutionality.”

I lived and worked in Alberta during the rise
and fall of the WCC, the Western Canada
Concept party. Founded in 1980, its objective
was to take the four Prairie provinces out of
Canada and join them with British Columbia
to form a separate country. The party’s leader
until 2013 was Doug Christie, a right-wing
lawyer who was also known as a Holocaust
denier. In 1983, the WCC nominated 18
candidates in a B.C. election, garnered about
14,000 votes or about 0.86 per cent of the
popular vote. Founded on little more than
discontent with Ottawa, the WCC then qui-
etly disappeared.

I also remember the last time we felt that the
future of Canada as a nation was in peril. It
was the Quebec Referendum of October
1995. The forces of Quebec sovereignty had
managed to force a provincial vote on the
matter. The “Yes” forces wishing to provoke a
sovereignty vote in Quebec had the momen-
tum. The “No” side seemed to be fading. On
Oct. 27, 1995, three days before the referen-
dum, thousands of Canadians travelled to
Montreal for the “No” rally at Place du
Canada. There, we listened to the eloquence
of Quebecers who wanted to give Canada one
more chance. I drove to Montreal that day
with my wife and one of our daughters. The
other had a sports tournament she was
obliged to attend and wrote on a Post-It on
my bathroom mirror: “Please save my coun-
try.” 

Unlike the tantrum of an Alberta premier,
my daughter’s sentiment rang with the pas-
sion and sincerity of a Quebecois orator hop-
ing to preserve his identity and culture.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Sovereignty of conviction or convenience

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

This Ford needs to be recalled



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

If you’re relatively new to Uxbridge,
you won’t be familiar with the way
the old downtown firehall, just south
of Brock on Bascom Street, used to
work if an emergency call came in.
e siren would wail, and the fire-
fighters would race from all parts of
the township, green dashboard lights
flashing, as the rest of us pulled over
to let them by (the green lights are
still in use, so watch for them, please,
every minute is precious in an emer-
gency). ey parked two or even
three deep in the narrow lanes beside 
the hall, and someone (usually shoe

merchant Diane Homan) would pull
on an orange vest and dash into
Brock as a temporary traffic cop,
clearing the way for the trucks as they
sped off.

e old hall is still there, still wait-
ing for a buyer (although a deal is
pending), but it’s been empty for
more than five years, replaced by the
beautiful new hall on the hill, just
east of the roundabout. When it

opened, the firefighters finally had
room to swing a firehose - and room
to park!

“e old hall was pretty cramped,”
laughs Mike MacDonald, who was
on the fire team for many years be-
fore taking over as chief this summer.
“e suits hung right beside the
trucks, so you had to watch you
didn’t get butted as they pulled out. 

...continued on page 9
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The Township Empire:
The firehall on the hill

The Uxbridge Fire Department’s newest ‘toy’ - a recently acquired aerial tanker, worth $1.6
million. The truck can reach up to eight storeys.                                         Photo by Conrad Boyce



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

As discussed last week, the 2023
Township of Uxbridge budget is in
its formative stages now, as staff
tweak this year’s numbers to reflect
taxpayers’ ever-changing priorities.
e new council members, whom
you’ll elect on Oct. 24, will begin
public consultation on the budget
soon after taking office, with a view
to finalizing the budget before the
new year is very old. Based on those
final numbers, the Township will set
its property tax rate. 

To repeat the breakdown from our
first taxation story a few weeks ago,
the two levels of municipal govern-
ment, as well as the school districts,
are primarily funded by property
taxes, although every municipality
has other revenue streams in varying
proportions, such as user fees and
grants from senior government. e
Township generated local property
taxes in 2021 from the following
property classifications: 84 per cent
residential, eight per cent commer-
cial, four per cent industrial, two per
cent farmland and two per cent
other. e lower tier municipality, in
our case the Township of Uxbridge,
collects the property tax for the
school districts and Region of
Durham, and distributes them in
varying proportion according to the
source. In 2022, 58 per cent of resi-
dential taxes went to the Region, 14
per cent to the school districts, 28
per cent to the Township. In the case
of commercial/industrial taxes, 43
per cent went to the Region, 35 per
cent to education and 22 per cent
stayed here with the Township.
e amount you pay on your prop-

erty varies each year depending on

two principal factors: the taxation
rates assessed by each of the three
taxing entities, and the value of your
residential or commercial property,
as assessed by the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation, a provincial
agency. 

e Township budget can be easily
broken down into two portions: the
operating budget, which as the name
suggests, covers the day-to-day busi-
ness of running a municipality (we
discussed that side of things last
week), and the capital budget, which
funds significant improvements to
the Township’s physical assets,
whether it be a sidewalk, a baseball
diamond, the roof of the Foster Me-
morial, or a fire truck.
e capital side takes just about 40

per cent of the total budget: $12.2
this year from the $31 million total.
More than 60 per cent of that goes
to public works, which is discussed
in an article in our “Empire” else-
where in this issue. About 21 per
cent goes to recreation, outdoor and
indoor, about two per cent to culture
and tourism, including the library
and historical centre. And nine per
cent goes to our fire service (the other
first responders, police and para-
medics, are supplied by Durham Re-
gion).

e cost of asset replacement may
partially come from “reserves”, funds
into which the Township puts a little
bit every year. User fees may also
contribute to those reserves; an ex-
ample is the Music Hall Improve-
ment Fund; every ticket you
purchase for an event at the Hall has
a surcharge dedicated to the Fund.

Unlike the senior levels of govern-
ment, which are free to run up
deficits as circumstances (such as
COVID-19) dictate, municipal gov-

ernments are obliged by provincial
legislation to balance their budgets;
the Township’s $31 million in expen-
ditures must be mirrored by similar
revenue. Overall, about half of that
comes from property taxes, 22 per
cent from user fees, 10 per cent from
reserves, 10 per cent from senior gov-
ernment grants, five per cent from
“debentures”, which are long-term
loans budgeted for repayment over
several years, and one per cent from
“development charges”, fees charged
to residential or industrial developers
to help pay for infrastructure related

to new growth. e last four items,
which can vary greatly from year to
year, play a greater role in capital
budgeting than on the operational
side. 

Some of the major capital projects
planned for this year have included:
paving or re-surfacing sections of five
rural roads and three urban streets;
engineering plans for upgrading the
South Balsam storm water manage-
ment pond; replacing a bridge on
our western boundary; replacing a
tanker truck with a new aerial truck
for the fire service; upgrading a ball

diamond in Goodwood; making
washrooms fully accessible at the
Seniors Centre and Sandford Com-
munity Hall; adding fencing, light-
ing and irrigation at the Fields of
Uxbridge; making improvements to
Elgin Park, including contributing to
the new universal playground; and
refurbishing the masonry at the
Uxbridge Public Library.

To bring further clarity as to how
capital projects are funded, let’s ex-
amine the improvements to Elgin
Park and highlight the various forms 

...continued on page 11
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Where Your Tax Dollar Goes -The Township’s capital budget
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STUDENTS 
Earn Community Service Hours

The Uxbridge Lions Club is looking for 20 high school students to help out
with the 2nd Annual Hallowe’en Parade at Elgin Park on Sunday, October
30 from 1 – 4:30 p.m.  
Students will assist with the set up of games, support participants, manage
simple games and help with the parade. Several students will be able to
earn an extra 5 hours for work that will need to be done prior to the day.  
If you are interested please contact Sally Kotsopoulos at
sallykprodev@gmail.com or by text at 647-206-8645 before October 16.  

by Roger Varley

Last ursday's game against the Ea-
gles in Clarington is one the
Uxbridge Bruins would like to for-
get. e league-leading Eagles, who
have not lost a game so far this sea-
son, shut out the Bruins 7-0, scoring
two in the first period, one in the sec-
ond and four more in the third.

Starting goalie Kyle Groff and re-
liever Noah Acciaccaferri stopped a
combined 50 shots on net, while the
Bruins only managed a total of 13
shots, with just two shots on Eagles'
net in the second period.

Returning to the arena the follow-
ing night, the Bruins took advantage
of the faltering North Kawartha
Knights and rebounded with a 6-2
victory,

e game did not start well for the
Bruins, with the Knights scoring the
first goal near the midway point of
the first period while the home team
was two men short. However, Peter
Kerr, assisted by Caleb MacLeish,
evened the score a couple of minutes
later and Stellucio Basile scored an
unassisted marker with 16 seconds
left in the period after he intercepted
a North Kawartha pass in the
Knights' zone.

Quinn Meek teamed up with
brother Declan and Jake Rigillo mid-
way through the second for a two-
goal lead and Matt Gordon tipped in
a blue-line shot from Rigillo to notch
a power-play goal a couple of min-
utes later.

e Knights came back with their
own power play early in the third,

but Jack Davis replied with help
from Cole Harris, also on a power
play. With just under three minutes
remaining, Kerr fed a long lead pass
to put Quinn Meek in the clear for
the final goal.
e Cosmos selected Quinn Meek as

the Bruins player of the game, with
Kieran Flynn receiving the nod for
the Knights.

e Bruins return to action at the
arena tomorrow (Friday) night when
they host the Lakefield Chiefs at 7:45
p.m. e Chiefs, usually a power-
house team, have yet to win a game
this season. en, on Sunday, the
Bruins head down Reach Street for a
match-up against their arch-rivals,
the Port Perry LumberJacks.

Bruins rebound after shellacking



e firehall on the hill, from
page 6

When we had the open house, people
couldn’t believe we managed to
squeeze all those vehicles into the old
hall. We were certainly overdue for an
upgrade.”
e protective suits (officially called

bunker gear) now have their very own
room, a huge one with plenty of space
to haul on all the bulky gear. ere is
also a training room, a board room,
storage rooms for everything from
medical gear to spare hoses, a loft
where training props live, separate
locker rooms for men and women
(two of the 40 firefighters on the cur-
rent roster are women, the first of
whom joined in 2017), and most fas-
cinating of all, the Firefighters’ Asso-
ciation room, which contains a
number of historical artifacts and
files, as well as the costume for Sparky
the Fire Dog (the part is usually
played by the newest recruit to the
team).

e chief and the Fire Prevention
Officer are the only full-time employ-
ees on the force. Part-timers include
an administrative assistant, training
officer and a public education officer,
whom Uxbridge students will know
well. e firefighters are only ‘volun-
teer’ in the sense that they work for us
in their spare time; as soon as they
walk through the door of the fire hall,
either to train or respond to a call,
they are paid. e team consists of
highly trained 
individuals from a variety of back-

grounds, including professional fire-
fighters (who live in Uxbridge but
work in other jurisdictions), a pilot,
arborists, paramedics, general con-
tractors, and tradespeople, to mention
a few.

e hall on the hill is the only one
in the township, and
is near its eastern bor-
der. If there’s a call in
the far western cor-
ners, the township
has arrangements
with other municipal-
ities to respond as
well, East Gwillim-
bury in the case of
Zephyr and the
northwest, Stouffville
in the case of Altona,
Glasgow and the
southwest. eir
trucks and personnel
will often be the first
to arrive, but as soon
as Uxbridge gets
there, they hand over
the situation.

And how about
those trucks?
Uxbridge has a
pickup (which can get
close to emergencies
on our many trails
where other vehicles
can’t), ‘Betsy’ the an-
tique truck which
you’ll often see in pa-
rades, and the six
principal actors - two
pumpers, two tankers
(vital on rural calls

where there are no hydrants), the res-
cue vehicle (which has a lot of the
same equipment an ambulance would
have), and the newest arrival to the
fleet, the $1.6 million aerial tanker
which can pluck a desperate citizen
off an eight-storey building (or pour

water on a burning building more ef-
fectively from above), and which the
factory rep personally drove up from
the factory in Snyder, Nebraska, ear-
lier this month. One of the other
tankers will now be sold to another
fire department that needs it.

ere are so many fascinating things
in the Uxbridge Fire Hall - including
a strange-looking broom that is just
the thing for beating out grass fires -
that we’ll dedicate a much bigger
story to it in the weeks ahead. Watch
for it!
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Durham District School Board Trustee 
905-986-5215 

carolyn.morton@sympatico.ca

RE-ELECT



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Uxbridge’s Township Hall on
Toronto Street South is bustling right
now, with hundreds of voters bring-
ing in ballots to ensure they’re
counted for the municipal election
on Oct. 24. But even on a regular
weekday (as one of the few Township
buildings that keeps typical office
hours) the hall sees its fair share of
citizens coming through the door.
Even if you don’t swim or play
hockey or have a library card, you
still need to pay your taxes, or get a
permit for that beautiful new deck,
or have a heart-to-heart chat with an
elected official.
is building is really the nerve cen-

tre of the township. In addition to

council chambers and offices for the
mayor and chief administrative offi-
cer - CAO Kristi Honey, the boss of
the Township’s 130 staff - the hall
houses the municipality’s three “red
tape” departments (its other build-
ings and
p r o p e r t i e s
are mostly
for program-
ming and
operations).
e Clerk’s
Office, for al-
most two
d e c a d e s
under clerk
and director
of legislative
services Deb-
bie Leroux, is
the Town-
ship’s legislative arm, drafting and en-
forcing its bylaws (and running
elections!), as well as supporting the
work of council and the Corpora-
tion. Treasury, under treasurer
Donna Condon, collects taxes, over-
sees the Township budget, and man-
ages accounts payable and receivable.
You’ll find those two departments on
the main floor, to your right as you
go through the Toronto Street  doors.
Council chambers are to your left.
We highly recommend you drop by
a council meeting some time, and see
how your municipal government
works. ere are also two conference
rooms on that floor, as well as the of-
fice of Public Works director Ben
Kester.

Downstairs, accessible by a separate
door off the rear parking lot, is the
Planning Development Services De-
partment, under director Kyle Rain-
bow, overseeing the planning,
permitting and inspection of new or
renovated development in the Town-
ship, including helping you with per-
mits for that new deck. In all, 24
Township employees can be found in
the hall, far more than in any of its
other buildings (except perhaps the

firehall when an emergency is in
progress). And the three departments
here take up about 24 per cent of the
Township budget.

If you’re an Uxbridge oldtimer,
you’ll know that prior to 1990, this

site was the
first home of
St. Joseph’s
C a t h o l i c
School, be-
fore the new
school was
built on
Quaker Vil-
lage Drive.
Part of the
school was
used for the
s o u t h e r n
portion of
the town

hall. But prior to the school, the site
was the home for more than a cen-
tury of Uxbridge’s founder, Joseph
Gould. e lines of his house were
preserved in the architecture of the
northern half of the hall, where the
council chambers are housed.   

Just One More: In the past few
weeks, we’ve introduced you to the
wide variety of properties owned by
the Township of Uxbridge. But there
is one property that you as a taxpayer
own (all right, partly own), that’s not
located in the township at all. It’s the
Animal Control Centre, where you
may have adopted your Siamese cat
or German Shepherd, on Reach
Street in Scugog. e property is
owned by the Township of Scugog,
the building half-owned by them, the
staff half-paid by them, but the ad-
ministration is totally Uxbridge’s re-
sponsibility, and the four animal
control officers are our employees,
though they work, and have legisla-
tive authority, in both jurisdictions.
is arrangement may be amended
when (or if ) the long-anticipated
new animal shelter is built on its pro-
jected site on our side of Lake Ridge
Road. 
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TOO MUCH 
HOUSE? 

 
Downsizing can seem like a 

large task. Let me help. 
 

Complimentary 
Cleaning & Staging 

 
Packing & Decluttering 
Assistance 

 
Painters & Trades on call 
for repairs 

 
I specialize in helping my clients  

prepare their home for market and 
help find the perfect home for 

 the next phase of life. 

Call or text to see how I can help. LEAH SPROTT 
Sales Representative 

(647) 994-1272 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. 

9 Main Street S., Uxbridge

Friday, October 21 
7:45 p.m. 

Uxbridge Bruins play the 
Lakefield Chiefs at the 

Uxbridge Arena 

For complete season and 
player information, and to 

learn what COVID protocols 
we are enforcing 

visit  
uxbridgebruins.com

The Township Empire: The nerve centre

The house of Uxbridge founder Joseph Gould inhabited
the site the current Town Hall for more than a century.
The look of the upper storey is reflected in the windows
above the council chamber addition.
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Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 170 

Poppy Fund 
Financial Report 

For Year Ending September 30, 2022

Poppy Trust Funds as at October 1, 2021  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,239.64 
2021 Poppy Campaign and Donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$31,851.50  
TOTAL REVENUE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$67,091.14   
EXPENSES: 
Advertising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$666.70 
Cost of Wreaths & Poppies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,831.63 
Promotional Materials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,002.20 
Grants - Veterans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,629.80 
Donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,641.80 
Bank charges  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$33.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,805.13  
POPPY TRUST FUNDS AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 2022 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$40,286.01 

Remembrance Banquet   
All are welcome   

Saturday, November 5, 2022 at the Uxbridge Legion   
 Meet and Greet: 5 p.m.  •  Dinner: 6 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Tish MacDonald, “Honour Them Well” program  
Tickets: Veterans no charge  •  All others $25.00      

R.S.V.P. by October 29, 2022  
Call the Legion: 905-852-5293 or email: uxbridge170@gmail.com  

On Remembrance Day 
Wreaths are placed at the Cenotaph at 10 a.m. on the morning of November 11. If you, 
or your representative, wish to place the wreath please be at the Cenotaph by 9:45 a.m., 
otherwise Legion personnel will place it.  The names of these organizations or individuals 
will also be displayed at the Cenotaph provided the order is received at the Legion by 
November 1, 2022. 
 
Only the following wreaths will be placed during the actual Remembrance Service: Veterans 
Affairs, the Federal Government, the Province of Ontario, the Region of Durham, the Township 
of Uxbridge, Durham Regional Police, the Uxbridge Fire Department, the Ladies Auxiliary 
Br. 170, the Uxbridge Legion Br. 170, and the IODE.  

The Remembrance Day Parade forms up at the Music Hall 
at 10:30 a.m.  All are welcome to march with us. 

Tax dollars, from page 7

of revenue - grants, debentures,
reserves, development charges,
etc. - that helped fund it. In the
Parks 2022 capital budget the es-
timated cost of the new universal
playground, walkway lighting,
new picnic shelter, winterizing
the accessible washroom and
path of inclusion in Elgin Park is
$997,000. e planned sources
to fund this project are $45,000
from reserves (tax levy from the
2021 budget), $81,250 from
Parkland Funds reserve (funds
conveyed for park purposes as
part of development), $747,750

from a Federal grant that the
Township successfully applied for
from the Canada Community
Revitalization Fund (CCRF),
and Other of $123,000 (the ma-
jority of which is expected to
come from the Lions Club, and
other donations).
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SERVICES
PROPERTY AND GARDEN CARE SERV-
ICES Happy Yards is here to care for your
property and gardens! Services include trim-
ming, weeding, garden planning, planting,
mulching, raking and chainsaw services. Trail
planning, development and maintenance also
available, and much more! Call Sean for a
consult 416-804-0639.   10/27
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room? Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at
77 Brock St. W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations & scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-
550-8825.  
BOOK NOW FOR EAVESTROUGH
CLEANING and Fall clean-ups! Jason’s Prop-
erty Maintenance. Call RoseMarie at 905-967-
2644.   10/20
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We
specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too
small or big. Very competitive prices, 20
years’ experience, 2 year written warranty,
free estimates. For all your outside upgrades
& projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-
9993.  
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family Por-
traits Headshots, Product or Wedding
Photography. Web Design. Located in
Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520.
Email info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit
wrightwebphoto.com  Your Best Shot!   10/27
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, cal-
louses & corns. Veterans welcome. Total Com-
fort Care 416-274-6765.   10/27
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll

love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  10/27   
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service
with Quality Results”. Booking Snow Plow
contracts. Contact Noah 647-523-6730 or
email lawnslide@gmail.com Follow on
instagram Lawn_slide_services Serving
Uxbridge and surrounding areas.   10/27
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her reliability
and detailed professionalism. Property
Services / Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie
Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more
info on Heather’s services. Call or text 905-
852-8525, email  hstewart@home-watch.ca
and follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  10/27
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing, seamless eavestrough,
landscaping, electrical, plumbing, post re-
builders, mold, kitchen, bath, basements,
stonework, cement, roofing, demolition,
drywall, painting, brick gates, ceramics,
marbles. Licensed. 52 years experience.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-
3311 (cell).   10/27

FOR SALE
SNOW TIRES FOR SALE. Excellent tread
(90%). 225/75R16 Bridgestone with rims
and Jeep hubcaps. $400. Call 416-678-7997.
10/20
DRY, SEASONED HARDWOOD. $150
small truckload, delivered. Call 905-640-5977
or 416-460-4637.   11/10

VARIOUS ITEMS: Liftable hay bales,
alfalfa; maple & mixed firewood; high energy
efficient oil furnace plus oil tank; snow
fencing; decorative pots. everything is stored
inside. 905-852-7634.   10/27

WANTED
BEDROOM/SITTING ROOM WANTED If
you are willing to rent out a room, please call
905-640-3966.

EVENTS
SOUP LUNCHEON: Goodwood United
Church, Thurs., Oct 27, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Cost
$8. All welcome. 
KAWARTHA DAIRY ICE CREAM DAY!
Save the Date: Sat., Oct. 22, 12 – 4 p.m. Join
the TOWN TROLLEY as we pick-up and drop off
at various points in Uxbridge and stop at
Kawartha Dairy Store and Bridge Social. Free
ice cream tastings, Buy-One-Get-One Free
coupons, live music, balloons, colouring,
trivia, prizes and fun for all ages. Call 800-
979-2913 or info@towntrolley.ca for more
information.
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is holding in-person meetings
at 10 a.m. every other Sunday. Whether
experienced or new to meditation, all are
welcome.  Location is Blue Heron Studio.
Email Gail: ghorner550@gmail.com   
ATTENTION ALL SENIORS: Progressive
Euchre, 2nd Thursday of each month. Sept. -
June. Uxbridge Legion, 2:30-4:30  p.m. Cost
$2, on now! All proceeds go to the Legion.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and
forever.”    Hebrews 13:8

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

November Antique Online 
Auction Date TBA 

 
Call Gillanders today to 

consign your quality items 
or discuss an auction of 

your own.

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com
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We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting
together to build our
network of business
connections, helping

each other be
successful.

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

Across
1  Heroic story
5  Middle of the alphabet letters
8  Facts and figures
12  Rude person
13  Pursue
14  Auspices
15  Wildflower
17  Scottish lake
18  Confines
20  Rubbernecked
23  Lone Star state
26  Business grad
27  String instrument
29  Really small amount
30  Moves along
31  Metal bearing rock
33  No charge item
35  Not her
36  ___ cotta
37  Mix-up
39  Forgetfulness
42  Applies
45  Put in jail
49  Mysterious letter
50  Daddy day staple
51  Low-lying area
52  Must have
53  And all that jazz
54  Edible starchy tuber

Down
1  Diminish
2  Government figure, for short
3  Chit
4  Brunch serving
5  Pitcher
6  Gangster's gal
7  Loneliness
8  Exquisite in quality (2 words)
9  "Give it ___!"
10  ___-tac-toe
11  Fireplace remains
16  Beer, for short
19  Seafood delicacies
20  World time standard
21  In the direction of the stern
22  Latin American priest
24  Island greeting
25  Printing stroke
27  Town dweller
28  Real big goldfish?
30  Hair curler
32  Bird that doesn't fly
34  Wiped out
37  Elton John, for example
38  Unsophisticated
40  Give out
41  Detailed description
42  Roman pot....
43  Trial lawyer's advice
44  Mariner's point
46  Melancholy
47  Timeworn
48  "The Matrix" hero

It may be chilly outside, but
everyone is warmly welcome to
come out and celebrate one of
life’s simple pleasures - ice cream!
is Saturday, Oct. 22, between
noon and 4 p.m., Uxbridge’s
Kawartha Dairy and the Town
Trolley are joining forces to offer
some family fun.   
Join them for free ice cream tast-

ings, get buy-one-get-one-free ice
cream coupons when riding the
Trolley, enjoy live music and bal-
loons. e Town Trolley will pick
up and drop off at Kawartha
Dairy in Uxbridge, and clang its
bell while driving through town. 
e Town Trolley will provide a

free guided tour, hosted by Ward
1 councillor Pamela Beach. Also
playing on the trolley will be a
short film featuring the history of
Kawartha Dairy.   
In 1937, Jack and Ila Crowe

purchased a small dairy in Bob-
caygeon. Eighty-five years later,
Kawartha Dairy is still family
owned and operated, and contin-
ues to get fresh milk delivered
daily from local farms, and re-
mains focused on producing pre-
mium dairy products. is 100
per cent Canadian owned and
operated business, has expanded
to include 10 store locations, and
currently offers 45 varieties of
Canada’s favorite dessert. Seeing
as we’re all unique, and so are our
tastes, there’s a favorite for every-
one. 

For more information on Ice
Cream Day 2022, see ad on page
7.

ALGONQUIN TO ADIRONDACKS - The Algonquin to Adirondacks region is
unique and essential to wildlife conservation in eastern North America. Emily
Conger is a member of The Algonquin to Adirondacks Collaborative, which is
working with its 50+ partners and other stakeholders to address the urgent
need to protect and enhance this north-south, international wildlife corridor.  
North Durham Nature is hosting a Zoom meeting with Conger on Tuesday,

Oct. 25, at 7 p.m.. Conger has lived a life in nature and has been part of many
groups that strive to protect it. As an active member of the Algonquin to Adiron-
dacks Collaborative she has worked on a number of projects that help form
links along this unique landscape that stretches from the United States into
the heart of Ontario. Her tireless and positive energy will inspire!
To join the Zoom meeting, contact jay.thibert@sympatico.ca
Become a member of North Durham Nature at www.northdurhamnature.com

‘Fall’ for ice cream and
history this Saturday



Beating the flu and a stresses
healthcare system, from 
page 3

for a couple of years is because mask-
ing works,” she says.

While there are arguments around
testing the immune system and being
exposed to viruses, Jensen says that
now is not the time. 

“e fact is we have no capacity
right now. e pot is boiling over, we
need to turn down the heat.”

Jensen believes that wearing face
masks will help to prevent viruses
spreading and allow the healthcare
system time to catch up. 
“We cannot fix the healthcare crisis

overnight or in the amount of time
that we see these viruses coming in.
If we could use masking to just hit

the snooze button, then we maybe
wouldn’t see 10-hour waits in our
hospitals.”
Flu vaccines are estimated to be de-

livered to pharmacies and doctors of-
fices this month, with many
locations already allowing residents
to join a waitlist and be notified
when shots are available. 

With the surge of the Omicron
COVID-19 variant, the bivalent
booster shot, manufactured to specif-
ically target the newer strains of the
virus, are now available. e Mod-
erna booster claims to target the orig-
inal COVID-19 virus as well as the
Omicron variant, while the new
Pfizer booster claims to specifically
target the BA.4 and BA.5 strains.

Earlier this month, Dr. Howard
Njoo, Canada’s deputy chief public
health officer, said that the original,
MRNA-based COVID booster shot
is still effective at preventing serious
illness and hospitalization, as it tar-
gets a primary part of the virus.

Jensen recommends that, while the
original shot is still effective, anyone
who is six months post-COVID vac-
cination, booster or infection get the
bi-valent booster. 

“ere is so much COVID in our
community everyone should get it.
e most important people who
should get it are those who are over
65, are pregnant, and the people in
high risk groups.”
e Ontario government says it will

have enough of the bivalent booster
shots to keep up with the demand
this season. Booster shots are already
available at pharmacies and through
the regional vaccine booking portal. 
What should you do if you suspect

you have a COVID-19 or an in-
fluenza infection? STAY HOME, say
health experts. For most people, the
infections will be quite mild and will
clear in a few days on their own with
proper rest and hydration. However,
if you do need to see a doctor, there
are cough, cold and flu assessment

centres available. With high occu-
pancy in the hospital’s emergency
room, residents are reminded that
only medical emergencies should
seek hospital room assessment. 

e North Durham Covid Assess-
ment Centre in Prince Albert is
open for cough, cold and flu assess-
ment. Appointments can be booked
on the website, with walk-ins avail-
able between 12 noon and 4 p.m. If
you are planning to walk-in, it is ad-
vised that you register online anyway,
ahead of arrival, to ensure your infor-
mation is in the system.
Oak Valley Health is also running a

Clinical Assessment Centre out of
Markham Stouffville Hospital, with
bookings available under the Clinical
Assessment Centre tab on the Oak
Valley Health website. 

Jensen also wants to remind every-
one that anti-viral treatments for
COVID-19 are available for those
who are eligible. Now, anyone over
the age of 70 can receive Paxlovid
after physician assessment, whether
it be by a family doctor, or an assess-
ment clinic physician. 
Finally, if you are wondering about

the best course of preventative care
for you this flu season, your family
doctor is a great resource. Book an
appointment to chat about options
specifically related to your health and
health history.
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3 Brock Street West

DON’T LET COOLER WEATHER GET YOU DOWN - 
OUR HEAT N’ EAT MEALS ARE PERFECT FOR FALL!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

“At this point it doesn't 
matter if it’s COVID or not,

it’s the overall burden of
viruses right now that’s re-
ally wreaking havoc on our

healthcare system.” 



by Justyne Edgell

A local author duo has already gone
global with a book it hasn’t officially
launched yet, and will feature at a
local gig this weekend.  

Authors Alie Christensen and
Hejsa Christensen, who write col-
laboratively as H&A Christensen,
will launch their brand new novel,
Stealing John Hancock, this Sunday
as part of Blue Heron Books’ Book
Drunkard Festival. 

Readers may recognize the Chris-
tensen name - H&A Christensen
are the mother (Alie) and sister
(Hejsa)  of actor Hayden Chris-
tensen (Anakin Skywalker in Star
Wars: Attack of the Clones, Star Wars:
Revenge of the Sith). e mother-
daughter team began working to-
gether when writing for the silver
screen.
“ey discovered their affinity for

working together when they were
in-house writers for a film produc-
tion company,” says Sharon Case-
burg of Turnstone Press, the parent
publishing company of Raven-
stone,

Hejsa and Alie Christensen have
now taken their writing to the
printed page, with their very first
novel, a thriller that claims to
“burst from the first page like a
horse at the gate and never stops
running.”
is Sunday, Oct. 23, from 1 to 4

p.m., the authors will be at the Blue
Heron Studio for a conversation
and a Q & A, as well as book sign-
ing and socializing. 
It’s worth noting that Stealing John

Hancock gets even more local than
its authors. Many readers will rec-
ognize some of the locations men-
tioned in this book, like e Nutty
Chocolatier in Port Perry, and
Tango Palace at the Toronto Water-
front.
And what takes Stealing John Han-

cock’s characters to these locations?
According to the book synopsis,
“After a nasty breakup and being
scammed into an acting job that
doesn’t exist, John “JP” Hancock
suddenly finds himself the unwit-
ting victim of identity theft and has
Detective Nya Grey hot on his heels
for multi-million-dollar real estate
fraud he didn’t commit.

With the police closing in, JP
finds an unlikely ally in e Vindi-
cator, a secretive and brilliant
hacker who agrees to help clear his
name by whatever means necessary.
But there’s more to the story than
meets the eye, and they soon find
themselves at the centre of a high-

stakes international pursuit with a
master con artist. Failure to outwit

him could land them in prison or
far worse, but if they succeed, the

payoff includes the ultimate setup
for revenge.”

Stealing John Hancock secured the
rights to be translated into Italian,
with the rights sold to Italian-based
publisher Les Flâneurs Edizioni. e
story’s film rights have been op-
tioned by Glacier Films, and a
Braille edition has been translated

by NNELS (National Network of
Equitable Library Service), issued as
a same day as print release. 
For more information about Steal-

ing John Hancock and their Book
Drunkard Festival Event, visit
hachristensen.com or bookdrunk-
ard.com 

Thursday, October 20, 202215The Uxbridge Cosmos

It is with deep sorrow that the family of 
M. Brent Rynard announce that he 
has joined his Lord and Saviour. 
Brent passed away on Friday, October 
14, 2022, after a courageous battle 
with an autoimmune disease, in his 
72nd year.   
 
Brent was born on June 29, 1951, at 
Toronto General Hospital, the son of 
Mervin and Elva Rynard. Brent loved 
growing up on the family farm located along 
the Zephyr Road. He learned at a young age to 
run the farm alongside his father and brother Wayne. 
 
Cherished by his wife Cathy. Loving father of Bill (Caitlin) of Sandford 
and Jennifer (Sean) of Leaskdale. Beloved Papa to Cole, Alanna, Catherine 
and Daniel. Dear brother to Wayne (Karen), and nieces Carol (Tim), 
Wendy (Alan) and Laura (David). Dear brother-in-law to Peggy (the late 
Bill), nephew the late Je� (Patti) and niece Michelle. He will be greatly 
missed by many family, friends and the farming community. 
 
�e heart of his family, Brent was a kind-hearted, humble and 
hardworking man. He loved farming, restoring classic cars and tractors, 
making maple syrup, curling and spending time with family. While 
farming part-time, Brent also founded Trillium Measurement and 
Control, a small business that served the needs of the process control and 
�ow measurement industry throughout Canada. Brent showed such a 
strong sense of character in his work ethic, determination and drive. He 
was full of humour and wit and always had a smile for everyone. 
 
Many thanks to the sta� and nurses at Toronto General Hospital for their 
tender care. In lieu of �owers, donations can be made towards kidney 
transplant and research through the University Health Network 
Foundation. Brent received a kidney transplant in 2014 (donated by 
daughter-in-law Caitlin) that helped him to embrace life to its fullest. 
Please consider registering to give the gift of life. 
 
A funeral service will be held at St. Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian 
Church, 40 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge on Saturday, October 22, 
2022, at 11a.m., with visitation starting at 10 a.m. Immediately following 
the service a reception will be held. Brent will be laid to rest at the Foster 
Memorial Cemetery. For online condolences, please visit 
www.lowandlow.ca

Brent Rynard

It is with great sadness we announce 
the passing of Cheryl Henderson 
(née Hill) on September 29, 2022, at 
University of Alberta Hospital 
surrounded by family. She was in her 
82nd year.   
Loving and ever-generous mother, 
grandmother, and aunt, she will be 
deeply missed by her children, Julia 
Henderson (Adam Henderson), 
Ryan Henderson (Gail Wilson), and 
Chris Henderson-Maizlin (Ilya 
Maizlin); her grandchildren, Omar, Vered, Hart, and Raizel; and her 
nieces, Jennifer, Brittany, and Alexandra Cooper and their partners and 
children. Cheryl’s kindness and love of life will be fondly remembered 
by all of her relatives and friends.   
Cremation has occurred. A Celebration of Life for family will take place 
at a later date. Condolence messages for all family members may be sent 
to huliahenderson@gmail.com. Memorial donations may be made to 
University Hospital Foundation for the University of Alberta Hospital 

or the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of Canada.   
May Cheryl’s loving nature continue to inspire, 

comfort, and carry forward, and may she rest in 
peace in the knowledge that she was a wonderful 

mother, grandmother, auntie, and friend. 

Cheryl Henderson

"It is said that time heals all wounds. 
Not this one... not yet." 

Love always, Carol.

Glenn Montreville Gelette 
October 19, 2019

To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

Mother-daughter writing team create ‘a wild ride’ of a book

Alie and Hejsa Christensen, writing collaboratively under the name H&A Chris-
tensen, have just released their debut novel, Stealing John Hancock, and will
celebrate its release this weekend at the Book Drunkard Festival.

Photo by Asia Butterfly Photography
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R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 
www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-4338 • Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor®

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor®

Marie Persaud 
Realtor®

Gwen Layton 
Realtor®

Shane Coxworth 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 416-500-6377

We have qualified buyers looking for a 
home in Port Perry.  2-3 bedrooms,  
2 or more bathrooms with a garage. 

Call me today if you are thinking  
of selling.

WANTED

Shane Coxworth, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 905-903-7965

We have qualified buyers looking in the 
Bobcaygeon area for a home just like 

this one! If you know someone in 
Bobcaygeon who is thinking of selling 

please give us a call! 

WANTED

Privacy, small acreage, sloping lot, 
adjacent to Glen Major forest, excellent 

location in South Uxbridge. 
Time to build that dream home!  

Call me to discuss.

Gwen Layton, Realtor® 
www.GwenLayton.ca 

Cell: 647-991-3276

Fall Colours in your own Backyard. 
3 bedroom, 1 bath bungalow 

with detached garage on one-half acre 
overlooking wooded ravine and forest. 

Price Reduced to $919,000

Marie Persaud, Realtor® 
www.MariePersaud.ca 

Cell: 416-970-8979

Judy Esmonde, Broker 
www.JudyEsmonde.com 

Cell: 416-677-8709

Gerald Lawrence, Realtor® 
www.MultipleListings.ca 

Cell: 416-556-0238

Get a No-Obligation FREE 
Home Evaluation. Visit 

www.QuickHomeValues.ca Today! 
Never Hesitate To Call, E-mail or Text with 

any questions or concerns about the market

THINKING OF SELLING? 
Call Judy today for a 

confidential opinion of value 
on your home.

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com 
The Global Luxury Difference
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