
ON MY HONOUR - Scouter Marg Gall invests four new Beavers into the 1st Uxbridge Scout Group in Elgin Park. On Oct. 1, the group celebrated 100 years of scouting
in Uxbridge. For more on the weekend’s festivities, see page 15 Photo by John Cavers

by Justyne Edgell

Anyone who watched the winter Olympics in
February might recall those relentless RBC
Training Ground commercials that told young
athletes they, too, could be a part of the
Olympic dream. Well, Uxbridge Secondary
School student Robyn Baker is in the running
to be one of those elite RBC Training Ground

Athletes and a possible future Olympian.
This past spring, over 1,500 athletes com-

pleted qualifying events and sport specific test-
ing, vying to be among 30 athletes chosen to
receive funding for their “journey toward the
podium.”

Baker, who is in Grade 12 at USS, was at
those qualifying events and has placed among
the top 100 athletes. She has been invited to

the RBC Training Ground National Final test-
ing later this month. 
“I started to play flag rugby in Grade 7 and 8

and then joined the high school rugby team in
Grade 9,” says Baker, who used to be a track
athlete and attributes some of her sporting suc-
cess to that training. 

“My coach encouraged me to try out for the 
...continued on page 9

Uxbridge teen on track to RBC Training Ground 

UXBRIDGE - BEAUTY    
-Professionally designed and renovated  
-Over $200,000 in improvements  
-Gourmet Kitchen/quartz counters 
-3 walkouts - finished basement  
-Desirable 280’ deep lot  
-Open Concept  
Asking $999,000 Marie Persaud

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

FOR SALE
Privacy, small acreage, sloping lot, adjacent to Glen 
Major forest, excellent location in South Uxbridge.

Time to build that dream home! 
Call me to discuss.

A haunted park update  •  The Empire grows  •  UPS - Uxbridge Police Service?
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Patrick Bryant 
Broker of Record  

905-439-2033

Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers under contract



Thursday, October 6, 20222The Uxbridge Cosmos

Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for the Month of 

October, 2022  
All regularly scheduled Council/Committee 

Meetings are in recess until the inaugural 
meeting of Council Monday,  

November 21, 2022. 
Wednesday, October 19 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
MEETING, 7:00 p.m.  
Monday, October 24 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY  
Proclamations for October 

Oct. 2-8 – Mental Illness Awareness Week 
Oct. 9-15 – Fire Prevention Week 

October - Neurodiversity Education and 
Neurodivergent Acceptance Month 

2022 – Year of the Garden

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required 

for these positions are available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers/  

Current Opportunities 
Crossing Guards 

Closing Date Extended  
Board and Committee Appointment 

Opportunities 
2022 Santa Claus Parade Committee 

Closing Date Extended  
�e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in 
accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 
2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). �e Township 
of Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the recruitment 
and selection and/or assessment process to applicants with disabilities 
and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is 
collected under the authority of �e Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act.

Road Closures 
• Planks Lane from Marietta St. to Franklin St. will be closed to tra�c 

for road reconstruction between July 13 - October 14, 2022.  
• Lake Ridge Road (Reg. Rd. 23) from 100m north of Myrtle Road 

(Reg. Rd. 5) to 1.6 km north of Chalk Lake Road will be minor 
tra�c delays for construction work between August 22, 2022 – 
September 2023.  

• York/Durham Line (Reg. Rd. 30) from north of Durham Reg. Rd. 
39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Rd., East 
Gwillimbury will be closed for bridge repairs, to 2024. 

Attention All Pet Owners!  
Please help keep our community clean by 
picking up after your dogs, and keeping them 
leashed at all times, other than when visiting 
the o�-leash dog park. Not only is it the 
responsible thing to do, it’s also the polite 
thing to do. Let’s continue to keep Uxbridge 
a clean and safe environment we can all 
enjoy!

What’s Coming Up at the Uxbridge 
Historical Centre

Time to Renew Your Burn Bermit 
www.uxbridge.ca/fire



Thursday, October 6, 20223The Uxbridge Cosmos

*NOTE:     Nominations were received in the Clerk’s o�ce of the Region of Durham, 605 Rossland Road E, Whitby, ON 
**NOTE:    Nominations were received in the Clerk’s o�ce of the Township of Scugog, 181 Perry Street, Port Perry ON 
***NOTE:  Nominations were received in the City Clerk Services, City of Oshawa, 50 Centre Street S, Oshawa, ON  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, by By-law Number 2021- 050, Council authorized an alternative voting method known as VOTE BY MAIL, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Elections Act, S.O. 1996, as amended.   
On October 3rd a VOTE-BY MAIL KIT was mailed by Canada Post to each person who has quali�ed to be on the Voters’ List. �e Vote-by Mail Kit will contain a voting instruction sheet, a 
composite ballot, ballot secrecy envelope, a voter declaration form and a yellow return envelope with prepaid postage.  
Persons added to the Voters’ List after October 7th, 2022, may pick up their Mail-in Voting Kit during regular o�ce hours (8:30 a.m.– 4:30 p.m.) at Town Hall at the time they are added to the 
Voters’ List. �e Township will also be open for extended hours. 
BY MAIL, the voter: 
• upon receipt of the Vote-by Mail Kit, should complete the ballot, place it in the ballot secrecy envelope and seal the envelope;  
• then should complete the voter declaration form and place it, together with the sealed ballot secrecy envelope in the yellow prepaid return envelope, seal and return by regular mail.  
Please Note:  �e last date to mail the yellow prepaid return envelope to guarantee delivery is October 13, 2022.   
BY BALLOT RETURN STATION 
Voters who choose not to use the mail may deposit their ballots at the Ballot Return Station located at the Township of Uxbridge on the dates and times indicated below:  
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. or the red drop box in front of Town Hall is a secure place where you can drop o� your ballot 24/7 up until October 24 at 8:00 p.m.  
Extended o�ce hours will be as follows:  
a) Saturday, October 15, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
b) �ursday, October 20, 2022, from 4:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
c) Saturday, October 22, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
d) Monday, October 24, 2022, (Voting Day) from 8:30 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  
No PROXY or ADVANCE VOTING PROVISIONS other than BALLOT RETURN STATIONS are applicable with respect to the Municipal Election being conducted in accordance with By-
law Number 2021-050.  
Further information related to these requirements or any other information related to the Municipal Election in the Township of Uxbridge may be obtained from the Clerk’s o�ce by calling 905-
852-9181 or by visiting Uxbridge.ca/elections.  
Dated the 4th day of October 2022.   
Debbie Leroux 
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk and Election Returning O�cer

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
NOTICE OF VOTE - 2022 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

NOTICE is hereby given to the Municipal Electors of the TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
WHEREAS more candidates have been nominated to each of the following o�ces than the number required to �ll such o�ces:

O�ce  
Mayor  
Regional Councillor 
 
Ward 1 Councillor  
 
Ward 2 Councillor  
 
Ward 3 Councillor  
 
 
Ward 4 Councillor  
Ward 5 Councillor  
 
 
Regional Chair*  
 
 
 
English Language Durham District School Board** 
 
English Language Durham Catholic District School Board 
 
Le Conseil Scolaire Viamonde*** 
 
 
Le Conseil Scolaire Catholique MonAvenir***

Certi�ed candidates  
Dave BARTON - Acclaimed  
Jack BALLINGER  
Bruce GARROD  
Pamela BEACH 
Dominic MORRISSEY  
Patrick MOLLOY  
Gordon SHREEVE  
John HADDOCK 
J.P. HEROLD  
Zed PICKERING 
Willie POPP – Acclaimed  
Erin JONES  
Christine MCKENZIE  
Todd SNOOKS 
Laurie BLAIND MACKIE  
John HENRY 
Peter NEAL 
Kurdil-Telt PATCH  
Gordon BAXTER 
Carolyn MORTON 
Richard DAMIANOPOULOS 
Tim ROBINS  
Kristine DANDAVINO  
Serge PAUL 
 
Marcellin KWILU MONDO-Acclaimed 

Members to be elected  
One (1) to be elected by all electors in the Township of Uxbridge 
One (1) to be elected by all electors in the Township of Uxbridge 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD ONE (1) 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD TWO (2) 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD THREE (3) 
 
 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD FOUR (4) 
One (1) Member to be elected in WARD FIVE (5) 
 
 
One (1) to be elected by all electors in the Region of Durham 
 
 
 
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of 
Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock 
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of 
Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock 
One (1) Trustee to be elected by all french public electors in the Region of 
Durham, the Counties of Haliburton, Northumberland and Peterborough, and 
the Cities of Kawartha Lakes, Peterborough and Quinte West. 
One (1) Trustee to be elected by all french catholic electors in the Region of 
Durham, the Counties of Northumberland and Peterborough and the Cities of 
Kawartha Lakes, Peterborough and Quinte West. 

Uxbridge at a Glance continued
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On behalf of the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge, we would like to thank
those who have supported the
“Catch the Ace” Progressive Weekly
Lottery over the last five years. As
well, we would like to express our
appreciation to Canadian Tire
Uxbridge, Vince’s Markets
Uxbridge, Pharmasave Uxbridge
and Stouffville IDA for allowing
their staff to sell tickets on our be-
half. 
Finally, a huge expression of grati-

tude to the Uxbridge Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch #170, which
has been our partner in the running
of the weekly lottery, providing
both monetary and volunteer help
in addition to selling tickets in the
club room.

We have raised and donated
$111,184 to local charities and
causes related to education, poverty
and community benefit. Local
weekly and Jackpot winners were
awarded $150,715 over the lottery’s
five year history!
Unfortunately, the pandemic, in-

flationary pressure on both our buy-
ers and our suppliers, and the
increase in large-prize online gam-
ing options have all conspired
against us, rendering the ticket-
based lottery unsustainable in its
current form. Therefore, our most
recent edition of the lottery, won by
Howie Underwood of Uxbridge,
will be the last.
Will we be back in a different

form? Not immediately, but who

knows what the future may hold.
Ian Morrison & Terry Chapman

“Catch the Ace” Co-chairs

Re: “Am I wrong?” Sept. 29 edition

I, too, was surprised that the issue
of housing did not come up at the
All-Candidates Forum. This is an
issue that is top of mind for me, as
we are facing a housing crisis.
We are told development is neces-

sary, that it is up to municipalities
to grow to help provide more af-
fordable housing.
We have been led to believe that

we have a shortage of housing sup-
ply, while in fact investors are buy-
ing up houses at a pace that we 

...continued on page 7

Letters to the Editor

In just under three weeks' time, the residents of Uxbridge will learn
the make-up of the new municipal council. The votes will have been
tabulated and the winners announced.
When the results come in, will you have played your part or will you

be one of those who decided not to bother voting? We would hazard a
guess that if you fall into the latter category, you will be one of those
who yell the loudest about council not doing this or not doing that.
You want a pothole fixed on your street? You call up your local ward

councillor. You want traffic calming on your street? You call your ward
councillor. If you want to complain about anything in the township,
you call a member of council to make your case. But, if you couldn't
be bothered to vote, why should anybody listen to you?
As a Canadian citizen, you really aren't called upon to do much in

the way of civic responsibility. One of the few things you are asked to
do - and the key word there is "asked" - is to take part in the demo-
cratic process and cast a vote for those you think will do the best job
representing you, whether it be federally, provincially or locally. It
doesn't take that long and you don't even have to go to the trouble of
traipsing down to a polling station. A ballot, which is delivered to you
in the mail, can be filled out in less than a minute. All you have to do
is make a few marks and then pop the ballot back in the mail box.

But even that minimal effort is too much for some people. And, yes,
we've heard all the excuses these people come up with for not voting.
"None of them are worth re-electing." Fine, then vote for someone
else. "My vote won't make a difference." Maybe not, but you're guar-
anteed not to make a difference if you don't vote at all. "It's all a waste
of time." Really? And what great accomplishments will you produce
in the two minutes it took you to vote? In our opinion, none of the
excuses hold water. There is only one acceptable excuse: "I'm too self-
ish and too lazy."

One doesn't have to look too far afield these days to see how the
concept of democracy is under significant threat. And those who
would steal democracy actually use the democratic process to achieve
their aims. But that's not all they use. They rely on apathy.
That apathy was glaringly obvious in the last provincial election

when only 43 per cent of eligible voters bothered to cast a ballot. The
next time you find yourself in the company of nine other people, re-
flect that just four of them decided what government the other six will
have. Apathy reigns supreme in neighbouring Scugog, where only one
seat on council is up for grabs. All the others have been acclaimed be-
cause no-one could be bothered to run against them. Even here in
Uxbridge, the mayor and deputy mayor have been acclaimed for the
same reason. Yes, it is difficult to defeat an incumbent, but at least
make them earn the next four years.
So, although it is rather like yelling in a wind storm, please vote!

Our two cents
Do we really have to say this AGAIN?

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900 
 
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
E-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca    Web site: Thecosmos.ca 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.   
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of 
The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a 
name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. 
The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
tisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, 
and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

9,600 copies of the 
Cosmos are published 
each Thursday in the 
Township of Uxbridge 
and delivered by 
Canada Post.

Did you miss the All Candidates Forum 
on September 26? 

It’s available to watch at youtu.be/4xFYXn2TQXE 
Municipal Election: Monday, October 24
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I’m going to ask you to do something for me.
This weekend, when you’re out and about vis-
iting friends and family for the Thanksgiving
long weekend, take a moment to thank those
who grew and raised the food you’re going to
wolf down. In fact, take that moment exactly
when you’re cursing and swearing at the farm
vehicle in front of you, slowing you down
and stealing precious time from your social
occasions while the farmer ahead of you is
working. 
“Why’s she being so snarky?” you wonder?

Let me tell you a little story. 
Last Thursday, there was a wee incident that

occurred right in front of my husband’s fam-
ily farm, which is east of Uxbridge, on a
sideroad just off Reach Rd. This incident oc-
curred because some twit behind the wheel of
a car couldn’t hold her horses for a mere three
seconds while a tractor turned a corner.

Now, for you came-from-the-city folk who
aren’t wise to it yet, it’s harvest season. Wheat,
corn, soybeans - all kinds of crops are ready
for getting off the fields. So our farmers are
hard at work cutting, combining, and hauling
large loads. A lot of the time, there is only
one path for them to get from field to farm,
and that’s the same path you and I travel - the
road. But for some reason, people in cars and
pick-up trucks don’t seem to think that farm
vehicles should have the right to be on the
road. So they get annoyed and frustrated and
do all manner of stupid things to put a farm
vehicle in their rearview mirror. 

Case in point - the incident on Thursday.
One of the fellows from our farm was hauling
a large forage wagon up our sideroad, back to
the farm. Now, traffic on Reach Rd. was slow
because of some work being done, and many
people were deciding to forgo the two or
three minute wait and deke up our sideroad,
turn right at another side road and meet up
with Reach on the other side of construction.
This made our relatively tranquil sideroad a
grand thoroughfare for impatient traffic.

As the afore-mentioned fellow was turning
left into the first driveway of the farm, the
sweet young thing I mentioned at the top of
the column decided she needed to get around
this pesky tractor and wagon combo, and
proceeded to try and pass him. As he was

slowing down, as he was turning into a drive-
way. Instead she got herself lodged in between
the tractor and wagon, and lost waaayyy more
time dealing with the police than she ever
would have had she just taken a couple of sec-
onds and let the tractor/wagon complete its
turn.

Every single time I discover that my hubby
will be driving the tractor along the roads, I
tell him to be safe. Every single time he comes
home from a day of driving the tractor along
the roads, he says that his life - his life - was
endangered by impatient drivers speeding by
him, forcing oncoming traffic onto the shoul-
der, or even into the ditch. 

Nothing. I repeat - nothing in your life is so
time-sensitive and important that you can’t
take a moment or two and wait for an appro-
priate opportunity to pass a farm vehicle.
You’re racing because you’re late for work?
The five seconds you may or may not save
passing unsafely isn’t going to make you on
time. Someone’s having a baby? Better to
bring a life into the world in the car rather
than get in a self-caused accident that snuffs
out multiple lives. Just eager to get home?
Your home will still be there, guaranteed. And
it would be nice if you’d let the farmer make
it home, too. After all, he/she ensures that, in
one form or another, you eat. You really
ought to afford him/her the respect they de-
serve.
My strongly worded rebuke also applies to

those who feel they can bomb by school buses
or blow through their flashing lights. For the
love of Pete, there are children involved there!
You are not one bit more important than they
are; just think of how many lives you impact
by making one bad decision, one poorly
timed pass. 

Having a driver’s licence, and a vehicle, is a
privilege, not a right. While we do pay for
roads with our taxes, it is not yours to own
while on it. 
When you take that moment I asked you to

take at the beginning of this column, remind
yourself that a real person is doing a tough
job. Slow down, breathe and remember that
nothing is so important it can’t wait a few sec-
onds. Because that’s all it takes.   

Whenever I get the chance to visit other
provinces, I find myself gravitating to smaller
towns. Last week, I was travelling through
southern Alberta on a public-speaking tour.
One of the places where I’d been invited to
speak was Nanton (population 2,000), about
an hour’s drive south of Calgary. While there,
my host invited me to lunch at a new eatery
in town called The Hive. It was part vendors’
shop and part truck-stop café. Inside I was in-
troduced to owner/operator, Kristen Hall.
“Welcome to The Hive,” she said. “It’s

what’s buzzing in town.”
I rolled my eyes and groaned.
“It’s always a good idea to start your visit

with a laugh,” she said. “Enjoy your stay.”
Before long I’d wandered well back into this

country consignment store and lost myself in
an array of paintings, pottery, jewelry, home-
made clothing, folk art and books all created
locally and presented in a bright, uncrowded
and attractive setting. Every Canadian village
and town wishing to showcase its talent,
products and services, ought to have a place
like this, I thought, to help us get back on our
feet after the pandemic. “We’re a hub to sup-
port small businesses, help them showcase,
expand and succeed,” owner Hall told me. 
Back in the early 1970s, when I first trav-

elled to western Canada, I landed in Saska-
toon, working in the audio-visual department
at the University of Saskatchewan. One of the
first projects the department threw in my lap
was a university outreach film. Our job was to
travel to a cluster of small towns in the east-
ern part of the province, interview residents
(farmers, merchants, teachers, municipal
politicians, homemakers) and determine what
made small towns tick. It was a time when
the both national railways had decided that
they could deliver products and services more
efficiently by highway and air transport than
by rail; so CP and CN began ripping up rail-
way lines all across the Prairies – killing small
towns in the process.
“Find out – despite the loss of a railway line

– what makes a town live or die,” we were
mandated. “And pinpoint what community
spirit really is.” After scores and scores of in-
terviews, we deduced that a small Prairie
town could lose its railway line, and even its
grain elevators, but if it could keep its farm
implement dealership, its place of worship
and its curling rink, it could likely survive the
loss of other vital infrastructure.
Some years ago, I’d learned the history of

Nanton. The community was established
around farming and ranching, but it had a
unique asset – a source of spring water with a
tap by the main road where travellers could
stop and refresh themselves with a drink. The
Calgary Herald published a story in 1964 that
the best drinking water in the world could be
found in the “town of the tap,” Nanton. In
addition, about the same time, several of the
town fathers noticed the Air Force scrapping
Lancaster bombers nearby; they salvaged one
for $513 and hauled it 17 miles to the out-
skirts of Nanton. It was the birth of Nanton’s
other unique tourist attraction, the Bomber
Command Museum of Canada, which draws
aviation buffs from around the world.

It all reminded me of comedian Johnny
Harris’s long-running CBC TV show Still
Standing.
“Towns that are up against the ropes, but

still hanging in there,” is the show’s tagline
slogan. And it features comedian Harris visit-
ing small Canadian communities that have
struggled from boom and bust economies,
lost industries, young people moving away, or
just the vagaries of evolving populations and
setbacks. Harris has an amazing knack for
connecting with small-town residents because
he came from one in Newfoundland. And he
helps people in those struggling communities
recognize their strengths, capabilities and
drive to survive. Over six seasons, Harris has
featured places such as Souris, PEI, Wawa,
Ont., Stanstead, Que., Fort McMurray, Alta.,
and Inuvik, NWT. Harris claims he’s on a
mission to find humour in the funniest
places. I think he’s found the secret of small-
town spirit too.
I eventually finished my lunch at The Hive

in Nanton, this past week; I enjoyed its spe-
cialty, gourmet grilled-cheese sandwichs. I did
a bit more browsing around Kristan Hall’s
consignment store. Then, I stepped up to the
cashier’s counter at the exit to pay for my
lunch.
“What a place!” I said out loud. 
“We like it a lot,” the cashier said. “It really

represents the essence of Nanton.”
“What do you mean?” I asked.
“Well, I’m Jennifer Handley,” she said. “I’m

a real estate agent and part-time employee
here at The Hive. I’m also the mayor.”

Now that’s commitment to community
spirit.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

What sustains Canada’s small towns

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Share the freakin’ road

Canadian Tire 
Uxbridge 

www.canadiantire.ca 
905-852-3315 

Tire Changeover Service 

SAVE $10 - existing tires ON rims 
SAVE $20 - existing tires OFF rims  

When you sign up to receive text messages.  
Not applicable to new tire purchases.  

Wheel Alignment 

SAVE $25 - when you buy & install 4 tires or 
purchase a tire changeover service.  

When you sign up to receive text messages. 

Text AUTO to 51922 to get offers & tips from Canadian Tire Auto sent right to your phone! 
Offers valid until October 27, 2022 

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT ONLINE at canadiantire.ca

Fall 
Savings
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by Roger Varley

An empty-net goal with just 16
seconds left on the clock Friday
night gave the Uxbridge Bruins
their third loss in a row as the
Port Perry LumberJacks downed
them 6-4.

In what was generally a scruffy
game, the two teams battled back
and forth for the first two periods.
e Bruins continued to have dif-
ficulty on defence, often strug-
gling to clear the puck out of
their own end. Port Perry opened
the scoring midway through the
first period with a power-play
marker.

e Bruins tied the game with
Peter Kerr's power-play goal early
in the second, assisted by Caleb
MacLeish and Anthony
Lamanna, but the LumberJacks
responded 30 seconds later. e
visitors made it 3-1 before
Lamanna scored late in the period
when his shot on goal bounced
high in the air and dropped down
behind the LumberJacks goalie.

Kerr had the assist.
Quinn Meek, assisted by Stellu-

cio Basile, tied the game with a
goal from a face-off early in the
third. However, Port Perry scored
two within four minutes near the
midway mark. Basile combined
with Kerr to reduce the deficit to
one with just under two minutes
left and goalie Noah Acciaccaferri
was pulled for the extra attacker,
but Cameron Marshall's empty-
netter put the game away.

e Cosmos selected Kerr as
player of the game for the Bruins,
while Mark Stoop received the
nod for the LumberJacks.

e Bruins' 1-3-0 record puts
them in fifth place in the seven-
team PJHL Orr Division. e
team returns to action at the
arena tomorrow (Friday) evening
at 7:45 p.m. when they host the
Georgina Ice. ey then travel to
Little Britain for a game against
the Merchants on Saturday night
before heading down to Claring-
ton to face the league-leading Ea-
gles next ursday.

Bruins lose third in a row



A 16-year-old Uxbridge male was fatally injured after his motorcycle rear-ended a
vehicle on Davis Drive in Uxbridge.

On Monday afternoon, police were called to the area of Davis Drive and Conc.
6 for a two-vehicle collision involving a motorcycle and a motor vehicle. e teen
motorcyclist was seriously injured as a result of the collision and transported to a
local hospital. He later succumbed to his injuries. e driver of the other vehicle,
a 40-year-old female from Uxbridge, was not injured, and remained on scene. 
Members of the DRPS Collision Investigation Unit attended the scene to conduct

an investigation. e roads in the area were closed for several hours while evidence
was collected. 

Anyone with information about this incident or who witnessed this collision is
asked to call D/Cst. Ryce at 905-579-1520 ext. 5255 (toll free 1-888-579-1520.
Anonymous information can be sent to Durham Regional Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-TIPS (8477) or online at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tip-
sters may be eligible for a $2,000 cash reward.
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Letters, from page 4

haven’t historically seen. According to a recent re-
port from Statistics Canada multiple-property
owners account for 31 per cent of all homes in
Ontario.

And while investors are increasing their share of
home ownership, the number of first-time home-
buyers is decreasing. Average folks are being
priced out of the housing market as investors are
driving housing and rental prices up.
In the meantime small towns like ours are grow-

ing past our capacity, we are losing our farmland,
our green-space and our small-town charm.
The problem needs to be fixed at the federal and

provincial levels, but since there is no will to do
so, it is up to the municipalities and residents to
push back until our voices are heard.
Rebellion indeed. 

Erin Jones
Uxbridge

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Motorbike collison leaves one teen dead



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

In this series about the properties
that belong to you, the taxpayer of
the Township of Uxbridge, so far

we’ve discussed our community halls,
libraries and museum, as well as all
the outdoor recreation spaces with
which the municipality is blessed.
But in addition to the eight restored
buildings at the Historical Centre,

the Township owns three other
buildings of significant heritage
value; two of them at opposite ends
of downtown, the third set in the
rolling hills on the way north to
Leaskdale.

e Uxbridge Music Hall: is
well-equipped theatre at 16 Main
Street South is the oldest of the three,
built in 1902 to house not just con-
certs and other community events,
but as the town’s government centre

as well. Until a few years ago, it had
a long-term tenant, the Uxbridge
Dance Academy, but now is rented
exclusively in the short term to a va-
riety of performing arts groups. Un-
like the similar Town Hall in Port
Perry, the Music Hall has no fixed
seating on the main floor, meaning it
can continue to host one-off events
like wedding receptions.

ere is an advisory board to assist
the Township in planning for future

improvements, as well as a part-time
technical manager, paid on an hourly
basis, who ensures the building’s
sound and lighting systems are prop-
erly used and well-maintained. In ad-
dition to paying rent on the space,
users must apply a surcharge on tick-
ets, which goes toward a fund for im-
provements.

e Township budgeted about
$90,000 for the Music Hall in 2022,
expecting to receive about half of
that back in rental fees.

e Railway Station: Our
“witch’s-hat” station, so often used as
a set for historical films and television
shows, was opened in 1904 by the
Grand Trunk Railway. e primary
user, the York Durham Heritage
Railway (YDHR), leases the train
station from the Township and cov-
ers all the utilities. e YDHR has
greatly expanded its programming 

...continued on next page
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EXPERIENCED 
COMMITTED 

REJUVENATED 

No promises, just hard work.

STUDENTS 
Earn Community Service Hours

The Uxbridge Lions Club is looking for 20 high school students to help out
with the 2nd Annual Hallowe’en Parade at Elgin Park on Sunday, October
30 from 1 – 4:30 p.m.  
Students will assist with the set up of games, support participants, manage
simple games and help with the parade. Several students will be able to
earn an extra 5 hours for work that will need to be done prior to the day.  
If you are interested please contact Sally Kotsopoulos at
sallykprodev@gmail.com or by text at 647-206-8645 before October 16.  

The Township Empire: three heritage buildings

Interior of the Uxbridge Music Hall.
Photo by OnStage Uxbridge, one of the many

user groups of the Music Hall

RE-ELECT 

   arolyn     orton 
Durham District School Board Trustee  

905-986-5215 
carolyn.morton@sympatico.ca



Our heritage buildings, from
page 8

over the last several years, and has its
own staff, both paid and volunteer,
to manage its activities. It’s important
to note that the Township owns only
the station; the train cars are owned
by YDHR, and the tracks by
Metrolinx out of Toronto. 

e Township budgeted about
$29,000 to maintain the station this
year, expecting to recover about two
thirds of that in rentals.

e station received substantial 
damage to roof and windows during

the May 21 tornado. Because of its
heritage character, replacement win-
dows and shingles can be difficult to
source; it’s expected that repairs will
be completed next spring.

e omas Foster Memorial: It’s
safe to say that not many municipal-
ities include a majestic mausoleum
(it’s one of the largest in North
America) on their roster of proper-
ties. To cut a fascinating history
short, the memorial, about 10 min-
utes north of town on Conc. 7 (Reg.
Rd. 1), was built during the Great
Depression by a former mayor of
Toronto with roots in the Leaskdale
area. Foster built it as a memorial to
his late wife and daughter; on his
death in 1945, he joined them in-
side, and ownership was transferred
to a trust company. 

After years of neglect, the building
was taken over by the Township in
1992, at the instigation of a volun-
teer group called the Friends of the
Foster, which continues to play a
large role in fundraising and pro-
gramming of events (including a
popular Friday night concert series
from spring through fall). A note that
the Friends would very much like to
swell their diminishing ranks; see

their website for how you can help.
e Township undertook a refur-

bishment of the roof recently, and

has a number of major improve-
ments planned, including painting of
the interior domes and repairs to the
exterior stonework. An improvement
fund of $10,000 is set aside every
year. In 2022, about $50,000 was
budgeted for the care of this unique
building, of which only a tenth is ex-
pected to be recovered through
rentals or donations.

Caring for the Departed:  Al-
though the Township owns the Me-
morial, it does not own the cemetery
beside it, nor any of the other major

ones in the municipality. Cemeteries
are usually administered by a volun-
teer board, or a particular church
congregation. Sometimes an older
cemetery will be “abandoned” for
various reasons. Under the provincial
Cemeteries Act, ownership of the
cemetery then reverts to the munici-
pality. ere are a handful of such
grounds in Uxbridge; the Township
parks department cuts the grass reg-
ularly, and does other minor mainte-
nance, or contracts this responsibility
to a third party.
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Heading for RBC Training
Ground, from page 1

Ontario team and I just went on
from there.”
After applying to the RBC Training

Ground regional testing day, Baker
competed in front of many different
sporting scouts, including one scout
who showed interest in her joining
a track cycling team. Baker says that,
while she knows of athletes who
have been scouted for other sports
and become Olympians, with her
busy rugby schedule and passion for
the sport she hasn’t yet explored cy-
cling.

While most of her rugby compet-
ing took place over the summer,
Baker is playing on the Uxbridge
Secondary School Rugby 7s team
this fall, working towards LOSSA,
as well as the Rugby 15s team in the
spring, hoping to get to OFSAA. 

This summer, Baker played at the
Ontario Summer Games as well as
the Canada Summer Games. 
As far as next steps, Baker will con-

tinue her training through the win-
ter months. “I do hope to play
varsity rugby in university and want
to represent Canada at the national
level in the future,” she says.

Baker will be heading off to Ot-
tawa for the RBC Training Ground
Final on Friday, Oct. 21. The final
testing includes trials such as a 40m
sprint, jumps from a stand still and
endurance stationary cycling. 

Baker says that while she would
love to be chosen as one of the 30
athletes, she’s not really setting any
expectations for the finals. 

“I’m definitely looking forward to
meeting new people from around
the country who are all at the same
level. I think it’ll be a really great ex-
perience and I’m excited to learn
from everyone else who’s there too!”

Robyn Baker, a Grade 12 student at USS, is vying for one of 30 coveted po-
sitions on RBC’s Training Ground.                 Photo submitted by Robyn Baker

The iconic “witch’s hat” of the Uxbridge Rail-
way Station, moments after a tornado went
through Uxbridge and blew out most of the
station’s antique windows.

Photo by Conrad Boyce

The Thomas Foster Memorial.
Photo from thomasfostermemorial.com

Richard  
DAMIANOPOULOS 
for Catholic School Trustee 

Faith  l  Family  l  Forward 

richard4catholictrustee.ca
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If you’re a music lover, the
Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts
2022 says you absolutely must
mark Friday, Oct. 14 on your cal-
endars, because that’s when the
Juno Award-winning Allison Au
Quartet is performing at the
Uxbridge Music Hall (7:30 p.m.) 
Adding to the evening’s excite-

ment, the Uxbridge Secondary
School ird Avenue Jazz Ensem-
ble will open for the quartet. 
is multi-award-winning group

was formed in 2009 by Au (pro-
nounced “ow”), a saxophonist,
composer and arranger known for
her juxtaposition of musical styles
to produce a unique jazz tapestry. 

Au grew up in Toronto to a Chi-
nese father and Jewish mother,
and was exposed to a variety of
musical styles from an early age.
She gravitated to jazz for its open-
ness to musical interpretation and
experimentation. Since forming
the quartet, Au and her band
mates have toured across Canada
and the United Stated, transport-
ing audiences to a place where
melodies and rhythms coexist in
unexpected and delightfully sur-

prising ways. 
e group won the 2017 Mon-

treal Jazz Festival TD Grand Prix
de Jazz, received the 2017 Halifax
Jazz Festival Sting Ray Rising Star
Award, and was named a 2017 Fi-
nalist for the Toronto Arts Foun-
dation Emerging Jazz Artist
Award. 
Au earned her first Juno nomina-

tion for her debut album, “e
Sky Was Pale Blue, then Grey” in
2013, and in 2016 seized the Juno
for “Best Jazz Album of e Year:
Group” for “Forest Grove.” In
2019, she garnered another Juno
nomination for “Best Jazz Album
of the Year: Group” for “Wander
Wonder.” 

How appropriate that the group
opening for Au’s quartet is the
USS ird Avenue Jazz Ensemble?
is auditioned group features
students from Grades 9 to 12,
who rehearse twice a week. In
2019, they received the gold stan-
dard at the Southern Ontario Jazz
Band Festival and were invited to
the nationals in Calgary, but due
to the pandemic, they were unable
to attend. In spring 2022, they re-

ceived an invitation to perform at
the Downtown Toronto Jazz Festi-
val as part of the Big Band Slam.
ey performed at their first
spring concert in three years, as
well as a hometown gig at
Slabtown Cider. In June, they
were one of three high schools to
perform at the Toronto Jazz Festi-
val and had the pleasure of work-
ing with nationally acclaimed
trombonist, Kelsley Grant. ey
are honoured and excited to kick-
start their year with this opening
performance for the incredible Al-
lison Au Quartet. 
For more information and to

buy tickets for the Allison Au
Quartet performance, visit cele-
brationofthearts.ca/cota/allison-
au-quartet/ or go directly to
starticketing.com/tktweb/
Another feature of this year’s

Celebration of the Arts, e Book
Drunkard Literary Festival, con-
tinues until Nov. 14, with author
nights including Ann-Marie Mac-
donald, John Irving and
Uxbridge’s own Ted Barris. For
tickets and more information,
visit bookdrunkard.com/

Celebration of the Arts brings big names to Uxbridge
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Happy Thanksgiving  
and Thank You 
from the 157th 

Uxbridge Fall Fair

Acord Fire Equipment Ltd. 
Alex Williamson Motor Sales Ltd. 
Ballantrae Tree Care 
Birkett-Hassard Insurance Brokers 
Blue Heron Books 
Brian J. Evans Financial Services 
Butternut Manor  
Cam and Alice Stewart 
Campbell Drive Professional Building 
Campkins RV Centre, Whitby 
Canadian Tire Uxbridge 
Cannington Veterinary Services 
Castool Tooling Systems  
Challenger Electric 
Choko Motorsports  
CIBC Port Perry 
Community Cleaning  
D. G. Smith Insurance Brokers 
Edwin (Ted) Myers 
Elevation CPA Professional Corp. 
Farmer’s Creed Corp. 
Fast Eddie Racewear 
Grangeways Campground  
Hela Spice Canada 
Heyes Landscaping 
Holtrust Landscaping 
I.D.A. Trail Capital Pharmacy 
James Campbell Insurance 
Jim Tindall & Family 
Jones Pools 
Kawartha Dairy 
Kefay Farms 
Keith Kennedy & Family 
Lawson Home Improvements 
Low and Low Funeral Home 
Maple Leaf Mulch 
Marsha Hill 

Matt Slater 
McDonald’s Uxbridge 
McLellan Industries 
Meek Electric 
Mill Run Golf Course 
Michael’s No Frills #3667 
Michael Stewart, Financial Advisor,  

Edward Jones 
Optimist Club of Uxbridge 
Pet Hospital on Main 
Precision Auto Refinishing 
Port Perry Veterinary Services 
Reilly Back LLP 
Roane's Paint and Wallpaper 
Ross Doble Inc. 
Savvy Computers 
Sunrock Canada Construction 
The Bridge Social 
The Cindy Wood Team. RE\MAX 
The Second Wedge Brewing Co. 
The Tin Truck 
Tom LaRue 
Trussell Excavating Ltd. 
Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce 
Uxbridge Fire Department 
Uxbridge Horsemen's Association 
Uxbridge Horticultural Society 
Uxbridge Nurseries 
Uxbridge Oilies Old Timers Hockey  
Uxbridge Shoe Sales 
Uxbridge Stone & Landscape 
Uxbridge Tutor 
Wilson’s Water Wells Ltd. 
Wood’s Dairy Service 
WP Electric 
Zehrs, Uxbridge 
Zephyr Organics

Demolition Derby sponsored by Tractor Pull sponsored by

uxbridgefair.ca

The Uxbridge-Scott Agricultural Society 
extends Thanksgiving greetings to our fair 
goers, sponsors, exhibitors and volunteers. 
 
An army of members and volunteers, both 
adult and student, gave generously of their 
time and talents to ensure a quality event.  
 
Thank you all for your enormous contribution 
to the success of the 157th Fair. 
 
We would be unable to present one of Ontario’s 
best country fairs without the support of the 
sponsors listed here. Please show your thanks 
by supporting them this holiday season and 
through the year. 
 
To any we have missed, please accept our 
thanks and apologies.

This Thanksgiving, please support the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank 
and shop the Trails of Uxbridge. 
 
See you in the Santa Claus parade, November 19, and at the Fantasy  
of Lights in Elgin Park, December 3 to January 1.

Thank Y�

Look for us 
on Facebook



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

As moderator Ted Barris noted at the
Cosmos’s all-candidates forum last
week, as much as the federal and
provincial governments have much
larger budgets and much bigger
headlines, it is the work of the mu-
nicipal governments that has a more
noticeable impact on our daily lives.
And although Durham Region,
headquartered in Whitby, is the
greater bureaucracy, with almost
5,000 employees and an annual
budget of more than $2.2 billion, the
Township of Uxbridge, with only 57
full-time and 73 part-time employ-
ees, and a budget for 2022 of only
$31 million, is much more visible
and tangible in what it does for us.

You took out a library book this
week? Your kid scored her first goal

at the arena? You enjoyed a concert
at the Music Hall, or a stroll on the
Countryside Preserve? You take for
granted that your streetlights will
come on at dusk, or that your street
will be plowed when that first snow-
fall hits next month, or that a state-
of-the-art pumper truck, complete
with superbly trained volunteers, will
come to your rescue if your son’s old
Ford catches fire in the driveway?
You can thank the Township of
Uxbridge for all that, whose seven-
member council you will be electing
on Oct. 24. And as Ted Barris also
noted at the forum, because that
council makes decisions that have a
direct impact on your daily life, your
presence at the ballot box is very im-
portant. So please vote, or you don’t
have a lot of room to complain.

e 2023 Township budget is in its
formative stages now, as staff tweaks

this year’s numbers to reflect your
ever-changing priorities. e new
council members will barely have a
chance to get comfortable in their
chairs before the public consultation
begins, with a view to finalizing the
budget before the new year is very
old. Based on those final numbers,
the Township will set its property tax
rate. But that’s not the whole story.

To repeat the breakdown from the
first taxation story a few weeks ago,
the two lower levels of government,
as well as the school districts, are pri-
marily funded by property taxes, al-
though every municipality has other
revenue streams in varying propor-
tions, such as user fees or grants from
senior government. ere are four
main types of property taxes: residen-
tial (84% in the 2022 Uxbridge
budget), commercial (8.4%), indus-
trial (3.7%), and farmland (2.1%).

e lower tier municipality, in this
case the Township of Uxbridge, col-
lects the property tax for the school
districts and Region of Durham, and

distributes them in varying propor-
tion according to the source. In
2022, 58 per cent of residential taxes
went to the Region, 14 per cent to
the school districts, 28 per cent to
the Township. In the case of com-
mercial/industrial taxes, 43 per cent
went to the Region, 35 per cent to
education and 22 per cent stayed
here with the Township.
e amount you pay on your prop-

erty varies each year depending on
two principal factors: the taxation
rates assessed by each of the three
taxing entities, and the value of your
personal property, as assessed by the
Municipal Property Assessment Cor-
poration, a provincial agency. 

e Township budget can be easily
broken down into two portions: the
operating budget, which as the name
suggests, covers the day-to-day busi-
ness of running a municipality; and
the capital budget, which funds im-
provements to the Township’s physi-
cal assets, whether it be a sidewalk, a
baseball diamond, the roof of the
Foster Memorial, or a fire truck.
Capital projects will be discussed
next week.

e operating side takes just about
60 per cent of the total budget:
$18.8 this year from the $31 million
total. Almost a third of that goes to
public works, maintaining the infra-
structure that smooths your life
(more on that in the “Empire” series
next week). Another fifth goes to-
ward “general government,” the fab-
ric of municipal regulation. Twelve
per cent is allotted to recreation, out-
door and indoor, another 12 per cent
to culture and tourism, including the
library and historical centre. And
nine per cent goes to the

...continued on next page
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Where Your Tax Dollar Goes - Inside the Township budget

e amount you pay on
your property varies

each year depending on
two principal factors: the
taxation rates assessed by
each of the three taxing

entities, and the value of
your personal property,

as assessed by the 
Municipal Property 

Assessment Corporation,
a provincial agency.



Durham Regional Police recently
provided an update on the homicide
investigation related to Ariel Kaplan,
a 32-year-old Toronto man whose re-
mains were discovered in Uxbridge
earlier this year. Investigators are also
appealing to the public for more in-
formation on this case.

Members of North Division re-
sponded to the area of Conc. 6 and

Allbright Rd. on May 10. Police re-
covered human remains concealed
inside a hockey bag that was re-
trieved from a private pond adjacent
to the road.

Shortly after this discovery, police
say the Homicide Unit, in collabora-
tion with the Office of the Chief
Coroner, identified the body as Ka-
plan’s. e results of the post

mortem, along with information ob-
tained from the investigation, has de-
termined the deceased was
murdered. Toronto Police Service
had initiated a missing person inves-
tigation on Kaplan in September
2021, and through investigation, po-
lice say they now believe Kaplan was
abducted from the area of Yonge St.
and Sheppard Ave. in Toronto on
Aug. 29, 2021, before he was killed
and his body disposed of. His last
known location was corroborated in
part through cell data and inter-
views. 
is case is multi-jurisdictional and

the DRPS says it has received the
support of the Toronto Police Service
in this joint investigation. 
Police would like to hear from any-

one who had contact with Kaplan in
any way around the time of his dis-
appearance and in the weeks prior,
and have set up a dedicated toll free
tip line for people to reach out to the
investigative team. at number is 1-
888-579-1520 ext. 5444.

Anyone with information pertain-
ing to this investigation is asked to
call Det. Graham of the Major
Crimes - Homicide Unit at 1-888-
579-1520. ext. 5418.

Anonymous information can be
sent to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477 (TIPS) or www.durham-
regionalcrimestoppers.ca and tipsters
may be eligible for a $2,000 cash re-
ward.
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Budget low-down, from
page 12

fire service (the other first respon-
ders, police and paramedics, are sup-
plied by Durham Region).

A significant part of every depart-
ment’s expenditures is “amortiza-
tion,” the depreciation of the
physical assets spoken of earlier.
Everything, from a popular mystery
novel to a hard-working dump
truck, wears out sooner or later; the
amortization line in the department
estimates acknowledges that one
day, that item will need to be re-
placed. Amortization is based on the
actual cost of the capital asset at the
time of acquisition, not on current
replacement cost of the asset. e
cost of replacement may come from
“reserves,” funds into which the
Township puts a little bit every year.
User fees may also contribute to
those reserves; an example is the
Music Hall Improvement Fund:
every ticket you purchase for an

event at the Hall has a surcharge
dedicated to the Fund.

Unlike the senior levels of govern-
ment, which are free to run up
deficits as large as they like until the
voter makes them answer for it, mu-
nicipal governments are obliged by
provincial legislation to balance
their budgets; the Township’s $31
million in expenditures must be
mirrored by similar revenue. Over-
all, about half of that comes from
property taxes, 22 per cent from
user fees, 10 per cent from reserves,
10 per cent from senior government
grants, five per cent from “deben-
tures,” which are long-term loans
budgeted for repayment over several
years, and one per cent from “devel-
opment charges,” fees charged to
residential or industrial developers
to help pay for infrastructure related
to new growth. e last four items,
which can vary greatly from year to
year, play a greater role in capital
budgeting, so  these will be dis-
cussed more in depth next week.

Police give update on human remains found on Conc. 6 in spring



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

As the Cosmos noted in a recent arti-
cle on Durham Region taxation a
few issues back, policing takes a
healthy hunk of the Region budget,
30 per cent this year. e Township
of Uxbridge forwarded $31.6 million
in property taxes to the Region in
2022; 30 per cent of that total is

$9.48 million. So the Cosmos raised
the question: for about $9.5 million,
could Uxbridge safely and effectively
run its own police service, or could
the job even be done for significantly
less, and save the taxpayer some im-
portant money?
In the same article, it was noted that

the small town of Deep River, in the
upper Ottawa Valley, has been run-
ning its own police service for

decades, despite the fact that the
town is part of the upper-tier munic-
ipality, the County of Renfrew,
which, like its counterpart, the Re-
gion of Durham, also has a police
service; in this case the O.P.P., which
all of its member municipalities,
apart from Deep River, use.

So what is Deep River’s secret? e
Cosmos spoke to its police chief,
Dean Duchrow, to investigate the fis-

cal and logistical advantages, and
challenges, of running an independ-
ent police service.

To begin, the Deep River police
serve a much smaller population and
geographical area than Uxbridge:
about 4,400 people compared to
22,000, and 50 square kilometres to
420. So one fifth the people and one
eighth the land. In 2022, the budget
of the Deep River Police Service was
$1.44 million, about 15 per cent of
what Uxbridge
paid for policing
this same year.
Which munici-
pality is getting
the better bang
for its buck?

Deep River has
maintained an
independent po-
lice service since
its founding in
1957, not sur-
prising, perhaps,
for a small town
which also has its own hospital, yacht
club, even a symphony orchestra!

“It’s definitely a matter of civic
pride,” admits Chief Duchrow, who
spent many years with the much
larger York Region Police. “But it’s
also a real advantage for our mem-
bers to know the faces of most of the
people we serve, and for them to
know us.”
e Deep River service, considering

its size, is remarkably self-sufficient;
the need to consult outside agencies,
including the O.P.P., is rare. e serv-
ice consists of the chief and two ser-
geants, each of whom has a
three-constable squad under his
command, and an administrative as-
sistant. ere are two part-time spe-
cial constables, who often look after
guarding and transporting prisoners,
and another part-time constable (re-
tired from a long police career) who
will fill in as needed for vacation or
illness relief. at’s a total of 10 full-
time and three part-time personnel.

“Our members are well-trained for
any kind of front-line duty,” says the
chief, “from crime or accident inves-
tigation to public education.”

e physical requirements of the
Deep River service are two patrol cars
(valued at about $60,000 apiece), an
administrative vehicle, an office with
five desks (there are rarely more than
three officers on a shift), and one
holding cell. e cell’s occupants re-
ceive an immediate bail hearing, and

if they need to be
held in custody,
they are trans-
ferred to Ottawa.

So if the Deep
River police can
do their work for
less than $1.5
million, be
highly respected
in their commu-
nity and largely
se l f -sufficient,
what would it
cost for

Uxbridge, with its larger population
and service area, to do as good a job.
ree, four times as much? at’s
still significantly less than the town-
ship is paying now with the Region,
and it’s safe to say that the DRPS’s
officers are not nearly as visible as a
locally-based service would be.

As for where the police would be
headquartered, it has been suggested
that there is a fairly large, nearly-
complete office building right down-
town that is probably looking for
tenants, and has a large parking lot
just across the tracks to accommo-
date a small fleet of squad cars.

Uxbridge ran its own police for al-
most two decades prior to the emer-
gence of Durham Region in 1974.
Could it do it again? When the pos-
sibility of saving significant dollars
(in tight-money times) is paired with
the probability of having a police
service much more in touch with the
community, perhaps it’s worthy of
debate. 
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Friday, Oct. 7, 7:45 p.m. 
against the Georgina Ice 

at the Uxbridge Arena 

 

Saturday, Oct. 8. 7:30 p.m. 
against the Little Britain Merchants 

at the Little Britain Arena.

For complete season and 
player information, and to 

learn what COVID protocols 
we are enforcing 

visit  
uxbridgebruins.com

“Your Experienced Voice for the North”

Re-elect “a two-term trustee” 
for the Durham District School Board. 

uxgord2006@hotmail.ca

What would an independent Uxbridge police service look like?



Thursday, October 6, 202215The Uxbridge Cosmos

We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting
together to build our
network of business
connections, helping

each other be
successful.

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

Across
1  Next in line?
5  Adam's madam
8  Check record
12  Mil. supplies
13  Ability to hit a target
14  Holy Father
15  Stage in life cycle of a moth
16  Cheesiest
18  Bee contestant
20  Certain print
23  Slothful
27  World power (abbr.)
28  Fix
31  Make a ringing sound
32  Quandary
33  Blackbird
35  Record
36  ____ gate
38  Pronoun
39  Pitching stat
40  At its original position (2 

words)
42  Venomous snake
44  It's baked in a muffin tin
47  Greyish brown bird
50  ___ halfway, in negotiating
54  Irish offshoot
55  Decide
56  Sworn declaration
57  Withdraw gradually
58  "Whew!"
59  Donkey noise

Down
1  Fortune
2  Kiwi comparable
3  Babysitter's handful
4  Criticize in no uncertain terms
5  No difficulty
6  Earlier stringed instrument
7  Worker
8  Élan
9  Little piggy
10  Fedex competitor
11  Put your chips in
17  Most preferred
19  Cancún coin
20  Muslim scholar
21  Lebanese, e.g.
22  Cabs
24  Lubricated
25  Night time racket
26  Variety of moth
29  Dishonest scheme (3 words)
30  Volcanic spew
34  Plumbing problem
37  Rock cover
41  Egyptian boy king
43  Retire from military service
45  Mafia chief
46  Affectedly creative
47  Modern
48  Intense anger
49  Govt.dept.
51  Piece of corn
52  In-flight info, for short
53  Possessive thou

by Roger Varley

e Care-a-Van annual food drive is
well under way, gathering food and
cash donations for the Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. e drive began
on Sept. 15 and continues until Oct.
15.

Cindy Wood, one of the main
sponsors of the drive, said the Care-
a-Van drive began seven years ago
and, since then, the number of peo-
ple and sponsors involved have in-
creased and the drive now is showing
up at more places around town. She

said the drive has been successful
over the years.

"We usually deliver a truck-load of
food to the food bank every week,"
she said.
Wood said the food drive used to be

held nearer to Christmas and then
was moved to the summer, but the
fall drive is more successful.

"is is a great time of year for it,"
she said.

A schedule of places where the ve-
hicles will be accepting donations is
posted every week on Facebook and
Instagram. 

Annual food drive under way

by Roger Varley

Beavers, cubs, scouts and venturers
took over Elgin Park on the weekend
as they celebrated 100 years of scout-
ing in Uxbridge.

About 75 scouting members - and
a number of parents - set up camp in
the park and took part in numerous
activities, including ball hockey,
scavenger hunts, fire building and
relay races. e highlight of the
weekend was the traditional Satur-
day night campfire.

As a prelude to the campfire songs
and skits, new members were in-
ducted into the various sections. As
well, two scouts - Gabriel Dubeau
and Travis Taylor-Shields - received
their Chief Scout Awards, the high-
est award a scout can earn. Among
the long list of accomplishments re-
quired to earn the award, the two
lads hiked a total of 100 kilometres
each and both spent an accumulated
106 nights camping. On top of the
badges, they received plaques and
letters of congratulations from the
prime minister, the premier,
Uxbridge council and the region.

Scout leader Craig Mallat said the
1st Uxbridge Scout group has over
100 registered youth, making it the
largest group in the district.

Uxbridge Scouts
celebrate special
anniversary
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SERVICES
PROPERTY AND GARDEN CARE
SERVICES Happy Yards is here to care for
your property and gardens! Services in-
clude trimming, weeding, garden planning,
planting, mulching, raking and chainsaw
services. Trail planning, development and
maintenance also available, and much
more! Call Sean for a consult 416-804-
0639.   10/6
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or
fence need repair, powerwashing or re-seal-
ing? We specialize in decks & fencing. No
deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2 year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your out-
side upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY Family
Portraits Headshots, Product or Wed-
ding Photography. Web Design. Located
in Uxbridge. Text Stephen at 905-424-9520.
Email info@wrightwebphoto.com or visit
wrightwebphoto.com  Your Best Shot!
10/27
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care
in your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails,
callouses & corns. Veterans welcome. Total
Comfort Care 416-274-6765.   10/27
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters at
The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details.
905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
10/27   
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable

Service with Quality Results”. Booking Snow
Plow contracts. Contact Noah 647-523-6730
or email lawnslide@gmail.com Follow on
instagram Lawn_slide_services Serving
Uxbridge and surrounding areas.   10/27
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  10/27
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY.
Waterproofing, seamless eavestrough,
landscaping, electrical, plumbing, post re-
builders, mold, kitchen, bath, basements,
stonework, cement, roofing, demolition,
drywall, painting, brick gates, ceramics,
marbles. Licensed. 52 years experience.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-
3311 (cell)..    10/27

FOR RENT
FURNISHED BEDROOM with access to
rest of house. Parking, laundry, meals incl.
$850/month + $500 security deposit.
Zephyr Rd. For more information, call 905-
852-5403.
WANTED
CUSTOMER SERVICE/JUNIOR
ACCOUNTING, LIV BUILDING
PRODUCTS INC. Answer incoming calls
and customer service inquiries for decking
products distribution company. Preparing

sales orders, invoicing, office filing, data
entry and maintain office. Knowledge of
Quick books business software, some
accounting knowledge and excel is
preferred. Flexible hours. 416-723-5448 or
email martina@livbp.com   10/6
EVENTS
LEASKDALE LOOP Saturday, Oct. 8, Kids’
Day. Tour our studios, farm markets, flower
farms, cider, etc. on our Leaskdale Loop
Day. Lots of fun kid activities and live music
too. See leaskdaleloop.ca for details.
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is holding in-person
meetings at 10 a.m. every other Sunday.
Whether experienced or new to meditation,
all are welcome.  Location is Blue Heron
Studio. Email Gail:
ghorner550@gmail.com   
ATTENTION ALL SENIORS: Progressive
Euchre, 2nd Thursday of each month. Sept.
-June. Uxbridge Legion, 2:30-4:30  p.m.
Cost $2, on now! All proceeds go to the
Legion.
MUSICFEST IS BACK AT REACHVIEW
VILLAGE. Since 1993, we have been
entertaining residents with all kinds of
music, dancing, joke-telling once a month
on the first Sunday at 10 - 11 a.m. For more
info please contact jo at 905-852-6487. 
FOUND
MAN’S RING near Uxbridge Post Office.
Call the Uxbridge Cosmos office to claim.
Must be able to answer detailed questions.
905-852-1900.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“Continue earnestly in
prayer, being vigilant in it
with thanksgiving.” Col. 4:2www.g-a-s.ca 

gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 
647-212-2275 

Like us on Facebook

November Antique Online 
Auction Date TBA 

 
Call Gillanders today to 

consign your quality items 
or discuss an auction of 

your own.
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Let’s Fund Your Happy Place

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

3 Brock Street West

NEED LAST MINUTE THANKSGIVING FIXIN’S? 
WE’VE GOT ALL YOU NEED FOR A GREAT SPREAD!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

CAR OF THE WEEK - Last Thursday’s
Cruise In Feature of the week was a 1957
Chev Belair, restored 22 years ago and
owned by Jack Lang from Port Perry who
has owned it for 40 years. See you all
again next year! Submitted photo

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the October 3
Council Meeting

Haunting in Elgin Park: Council
approved a request from the
Uxbridge Lions Club to hold its
second annual Halloween parade
in Elgin Park on Sunday, Oct. 30.

Sally Kotsopoulos said the club
will need the park from noon to
5 p.m., during which time chil-
dren and parents will parade in
their costumes, take part in vari-
ous activities and listen to a story-
teller at the bandshell.

She said the club hopes to have
a piper lead the parade. As well,

the club will be looking for stu-
dent volunteers who need com-
munity service hours (see page 8
for details).
Meanwhile, at the other park: Sev-
eral residents of the Campbell
Drive/Cemetery Road neigh-
bourhood sent letters to council
regarding a proposed playground
to be erected in the "passive" park
in the area. Some of the letters
were in favour of the playground,
while a couple were opposed.

Councillor Willie Popp noted
he was "happy to see residents
working together . . . to find a
path forward." He further noted
that any such project would have
to be addressed in upcoming
budget talks.

e letters were sent to staff,
who will be tasked with preparing
a report on the proposed play-

ground.
And there were other letters: Several
residents sent letters opposing a
proposed development on
Toronto Street South, which they
say will negatively impact their
homes on Fred Barnard Way,
which abut the subject property.

Popp said the letters raise some
concerns that "might be of a re-
gional concern that needs to be
looked at."
Council voted to send the letter

to the township planning con-
sultant, the applicant, staff and
the region.
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Did you miss the All-Candidates
Forum on Sept. 26 at the Arena?

Watch it on YouTube at 
youtu.be/4xFYXn2TQXE

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce 
the winners of the September monthly draw for the 

2022 Trip of the Month Club!   
The ‘Pick Your Pleasure’ trip, won by Lynda Knapp,  
ticket # 288, sold by Getaway Travel 
2nd place winner, $150, won by Rick Zambri,  
ticket # 060, sold by Dale Hickey 
3rd place winner, $100, won by Lindsay Reimers,  
ticket #339, sold by Deirdre Gibson  

Congratulations to our September winners, and best of luck for the October draw 
of the Rotary Club of Uxbridge Trip of the Month Club for the ‘Samana Seashore’ 
trip! This includes round trip direct non-stop airfare from Toronto to Samana, 
Dominican Republic, and 7-nights accommodation at the 5-star, adults only Bahia 
Principe Luxury Samana in a Superior Sea View Suite. All meals, drinks, snacks, 
daily activities and nightly entertainment are included, as are a complimentary 
couples massage, all gratuities and round trip transfers.  
A gift certificate from Getaway Travel worth  
$2,500 or cash of $2,250 is available 
instead of the trip.

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS



by Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

In this special Cosmos series on the
funding and management of the Town-
ship’s properties, we now turn our at-
tention to the busiest buildings in the
municipality, our arena and swimming
pool.

Uxpool
e swimming pool, across from the
Legion on Franklin Street, was built
in 1971. In addition to the main six-
lane, 25-metre pool and its attendant
dressing rooms, Uxpool, as its
known, also has a squash court
downstairs, as well as a small hall and
classroom upstairs, which can be
booked by the public for a variety of
uses. 

e pool is kept at a steady temper-
ature of 28 C, which is a little warm
for most competitive swimmers and
public users (except seniors and tod-
dlers!), and a little cool for therapeu-
tic purposes. It’s a Goldilocks
alternative.

e pool is heavily used from as
early as 5:15 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. for a
variety of users, from pre-schoolers
literally just getting their feet wet, to
highly skilled competitive swimmers.
Two hundred and fifty to 300 users
will go through on an average day.
Pool manager Carolyn Clementson
does all the scheduling herself, and is
the pool’s only full-time employee.
ere are also five adult and as many
as 30 student part-timers who serve
as lifeguards, swim instructors, and
program supervisors. 
You may recall that when the Town-

ship acquired the Fields of Uxbridge,
there was excitement about the pos-
sibly of a new pool on the site.   

“We’ve done the consultation, we
have the drawings,” says community
services director Amanda Ferraro,
“but the project will probably cost
about $25 million, so we need grants
or partners in order to go ahead.” 

e Township currently has about
$4 million in a reserve for the pur-
pose.

e Township budgeted about
$675,000 for pool operations in
2022, $425,000 of that for wages
and benefits. ey expect about
$280,000 to come back in user fees.

e Arena
e arena on Brock Street West was
built in two phases; the west pad and
community centre in 1978, the east
pad in 1997. e pads are of NHL
size, and are each supplied with ca-
pacious dressing rooms. e west pad
can accommodate 684 spectators,
the east 954 (so it plays host to
Uxbridge Bru-
ins games).
ere are two
b o a rd ro o m s
and a number
of offices leased
to user groups.
On game days,
more than
1,000 partici-
pants and spec-
tators can pass
through the
arena doors.

e ice is on
the pads from
S e p t e m b e r
through April,
when arena
m a n a g e r

Hunter Gardner is assisted by five
full-time arena operators, four adult
contract staff, both full and part-
time, and four or five part-time stu-
dents. In the late spring and summer,
the ice is taken out, and the concrete
pads are used for ball hockey, lacrosse
and assorted large events. Although a
great deal of maintenance is still car-
ried out in the summer, two of the
full-time staff were transferred to the
parks department this season.

e concession stand in the lobby,
which operates mostly evenings and
weekends, is leased to a private oper-

ator. is
has also
been the
case with
the pro
shop, but
the Town-
ship is con-
s i d e r i n g
taking this
opera t ion
in-house in
the future. 
Major user

groups like
t h e
U x b r i d g e
S k a t i n g
Club, the
Ux b r i d g e

Bruins and the North Durham
Minor Hockey Association play a
strong role in scheduling and advis-
ing on future development of the fa-
cilities.

e Township budgeted about
$1.38 million for arena operations in
2022, with more than $700,000
coming back through ice rental and
other user fees.

In the May 21 tornado, a portion
of the membrane on the roof of the
west pad was torn away, and has been
replaced. An HVAC unit above the
community centre, which is adjacent
to the arena, was ripped off its moor-
ings (a backup is currently in service)
and water damage was sustained
through the building, with restora-
tion nearly complete.
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To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

It is with deep sadness that we 
announce the passing of Bill Keyzers 
on October 2, 2022, in his 90th year. 
 
He will be so greatly missed as a 
beloved and loyal husband of 66 years 
to Ricki; amazing dad to Dorothy 
(Tim) and Frank (predeceased); 
wonderful Opa to Candace (Ryan) and 
their daughters Sophie and Calie; step-
Opa to Ben (Nicola) and son Luca; Amy 
and daughters Evy and Nevaeh; Elise and 
daughters Elizabeth and Isabelle; dear brother to 
Marjory and predeceased brothers John, Peter and Tony. He will also be 
greatly missed by his extended family, nieces and nephews and dear 
friends.   
 
Bill was born in Deurne, �e Netherlands, to Guillaume and Dora 
Keyzers. His family owned a newspaper and printing business where he 
learned the trade. He moved to Canada as a young man in July 1953. He 
�rst worked on a farm in Grossle Isle, north of Winnipeg, and then 
decided to settle in Uxbridge in March 1955. He worked as a printer at 
the Uxbridge Times-Journal. In 1960, Bill and Harry Stemp formed 
Uxbridge Printing Co. Ltd. Over the years, they purchased eight weekly 
newspapers, including the Uxbridge Times-Journal, in June 1974, as well 
as operated a large commercial printing business. 
 
Bill was married on October 13, 1956, to Ricki Janssen, also a native of 
�e Netherlands. �ey met at the Roxy �eatre in Uxbridge. �ey raised 
two children, Dorothy and Frank. Frank’s life tragically ended at the age 
of 16.  
 
Bill and his daughter Dorothy owned Uxbridge Travel Centre for 31 years. 
 
He was an active part of his community through involvement as president 
of the Kinsmen Club, chairman of the local Catholic Separate School 
Board, served on the committee of minor variances and the Uxbridge 
Credit Union Board and, more recently, involved in the Quaker Hill 
Printing Shop at the Uxbridge Museum, along with his continual 
involvement at the Sacred Heart Parish Church and cemetery board. 
 
Bill will be remembered and deeply missed for his dedication and 
provision as a husband, father and Opa, his hard work and intellect, love 
of people and loyalty to his community.  
 
Many, many thanks to Drs. Patricia Wong and Spencer Chau for above 
and beyond personal care, and Home and Community Care Health 
services, especially the nurses, for their tender guidance and care. 
 
Visitation will be at Low and Low Funeral Home, 23 Main Street South, 
Box 388, Uxbridge, L9P 1M8 (905-852-3073) on �ursday, October 6, 
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. A Celebration of Life will be held at Sacred Heart 
Parish Church on Friday, October 7, at 11:00 a.m. Interment to follow 
at the Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery. 
 

Donations to the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank, St. 
Vincent de Paul or the Uxbridge Hospital 

Foundation would be appreciated. 
Online condolences can be made at 
www.lowandlow.ca

Keyzers, William (Bill) Francis

�omas (Len) Skidmore 
May, 1945 - October, 2021 

 

Our hearts are full of memories, 

With pride we speak your name, 

�ough life goes on without you,  

It will never be the same.  
 

Always loved. Never forgotten. Forever missed.

Lynne, Dan, Adam 
& Jack

The Township Empire: our arena and pool

A zamboni cleans the ice at the Uxbridge Arena.
Photos by Conrad Boyce
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R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 
www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 

75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-4338 • Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor®

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor®

Marie Persaud 
Realtor®

Gwen Layton 
Realtor®

Shane Coxworth 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer 
Realtor®

Chris Larmer, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 416-500-6377

We have qualified buyers looking for a 
home in Port Perry.  2-3 bedrooms,  
2 or more bathrooms with a garage. 

Call me today if you are thinking  
of selling.

WANTED

Shane Coxworth, Realtor® 
www.powerofbluex2.ca 

Cell: 905-903-7965

After multiple offers 56 County Road, 
Bobcaygeon has sold. 

Buyers are still looking. If you have 
been thinking of selling give us a call.

SOLD

MOVE-IN READY CONDO 
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, balcony, 

storage, available Nov. 1. 1 parking spot. 
Offered for lease at $2900 per month 

plus utilities.

Gwen Layton, Realtor® 
www.GwenLayton.ca 

Cell: 647-991-3276

766 Regional Rd. 21, Scugog 
Charming 2-bedroom bungalow 

on picturesque lot overlooking farm fields 
and beautifully manicured perennial 

gardens. Heated workshop & triple-car 
garage $969,000

Marie Persaud, Realtor® 
www.MariePersaud.ca 

Cell: 416-970-8979

Judy Esmonde, Broker 
www.JudyEsmonde.com 

Cell: 416-677-8709

Gerald Lawrence, Realtor® 
www.MultipleListings.ca 

Cell: 416-556-0238

Get a No-Obligation FREE 
Home Evaluation. Visit 

www.QuickHomeValues.ca Today! 
Never Hesitate To Call, E-mail or Text with 

any questions or concerns about the market

-brick home 
-3 bdrms, 2 baths 
-rec room in bsmt 

-hardwood throughout 
-full fenced yard

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com 
The Global Luxury Difference
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